* 7 * L 4 e : oY 9 9 "IIS ny * er I * 7 2 
a 1 n 2 ung — Ln Fe * * : "0 * * 1 an * ; 
Wy 4 * 8 th y J N 
0 W f ; | 
2 . 
N o 
6 A , 
8 L 2 22 | i 
7 / x 
1 i 5 
CN 43 


M E M © 1 R 3 | 
OF THE LIFE 


CHARLES LEE, ESQ. = | 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL OP THE FORTY FOURTH REGIMENT, 
COLONEL IN THE PORTUGUESE SERVICE, 
MAJOR GENERAL, AND AID DU CAMP TO 


THE KING OE POLAND, 


AND 


SECOND IN COMMAND IN THE SERVICE oF 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
' DURING THE REVOLUTION: | 


10 WHICH ARE ADDED 


HIS POLITICAL AN D MILITARY ESSAYS; ; 
LETTERS 
70, AND YROM 
MANY DISTINGUISHED CHARACTERS, 
| BOTH IN EUROPE AND AMERICA, OS 


WU 


PRINTER FOR MESSRS. r. BYRNE, I. MOORE, W. 
MKENZIE, W. JONES, A. GRU EBER, FO 
Rick, AND R. M*ALISTER» 


1 7 9 2. 


THE following Memoirs and Letters of 

A thelate Major Genergl:Lee have been 
in the poſſeſſion of the Editor ſince the year 
1786. They were tranſmitted from Ame- 
rica to England by the gentleman whoſe 
name is ſubſcribed to the Memoirs, and who 
was a member of Congreſs for the ſtate of 
Gcorgia, for the purpoſe of publication. 
In their manuſcript ſtate they have been 
ſeen by ſeveral perſons in England, who 
expreſſed a ſtrong deſire of putting them to 
the preſs, which the avocations of the per- 
ſon to whom they were entruſted, and his 
not being acquainted with ſuch undertak- 
ings, had accuſed him to neglect. 
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As the ſubject of Revolutions is again 
ered by what has occurred in France, it 
1spreiumed, that whateverrelates to the Mo- 


ther- revolution, that of America, will, at 


leaſt, afford entertainment to the curious, 
and contribute to encreaſe the general ſtock 
of hiſtorical knowledge. 


The reader may expect to find, in almoſt 
every thing that relates to General Lee, a 
great deal of the ſtrong republican cha- 
racer. His attachment to principles of li- 
berty, without regard to place, made him 
the citizen of the world rather than of any 5 
country; and from his carlieft youth to the 
end of his career, this Seer! trait in 1 his : 
character may be traccd. ”” 


So little of the courtier had he about — 
that he never deſcended to intimate any 
thing. Whatever he ſpoke or wrote was 
in the fulleſt ſtyle of expreſſion, or ſtrong 
figure. He uſed to ſay of Mr. Paine, the 
author of Common Senſe, in America, and 
ſince of Rights of Man, in England, (of 
whoſe writings he was a great admirer,) 
that © he bur/t forth upon the world Jike Fove 
in thunder ;” and this ſtrength of concepti- 

EA on; 


„ 
en, ſo natural to General Lee, had it not 
been mixed with a turn equally as ſtrong 
for ſatire, and too much eccentricity of 
temper, would have rendered his converſa- 
tion perpetually entertaining. 


Though the Memoirs and every Lett 
in this publication are moſt faithfully print- 
ed from the copy tranſmitted from America, 
the Editor has omitted many whole letters, 
and alſo his trial before the Court Martial, 
as not ſufficiently intereſting to balance the 
expence to which they would have extend- 
ed the work. But if any of the particular 
friends or relations of General Lee ſhould - 

be deſirous of ſeeing them, they may He: 
dulged with the opportunity, by leaving a 
line at the 8 directed to the 


EDIT OR. 


Lo xbox, Feb. 1792. | 
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1 family of the Lees is both ancient and 
reſpectable, many of them having had con- 
nections and intermarriages with the principal 
families in the Engliſn nation; and, fiom a pedi- 
gree done for Mr. Thomas Lee, diſtributor and 


collector of the {tamp-dutie; for the county and 


city of Cheſter, North Wales, we learn, that the 


General's father was John Lee of Dernhall, in the 


ſaid county, who was ſome time a Captain of 
Dragoons, afterwards Lieutenant Colonel of Ge- 
neral Barrel's regiment from 1917 to 1742, at 
which time he was promoted to a Regiment of 


Foot. He married Iſabella, ſecond daughter of 


Sir Henry Bunbury, of Stanney, in the county 


of Cheſter, Baronet: by this lady he had three 


ln 1723. | 
. ſons, 


6's } 


1 ſons, Thomas, Harry, and Charles, the youngeſt, 
V bo is the ſubject of theſe memoirs. 


From his early youth he was ardent in the pur- 


| ſuit of knowledge; and being an officer at eleven 
| years of age, may be conſidered as born in the 


army; which, though it deprived him of ſome 


regularity with reſpect to the mode of his educa- 
tion, yet his genius led him aſſiduouſſy to cultivate 
the fields of ſcience, and he acquired a competent 


ſkill in the Greck and Latin; while his fondneſs 
for travelling gave him alſo an opportunity of at- 
taining the Italian, Spaniſh, German, and French 
Ranguages. | 

Having laid a good foundation, tactics became 
his favourite ſtudy, in which he ſpent much time 


and pains, deſiring nothing more tham to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf in the profeſſion of arms. We 
find him very early in America, commanding a 


Company of Grenadiers of the 44th regiment 


4 and he was at the battle of Ticonderoga, where 
SGegneral Abercrombie was defeated. Here, it is 
- aid, he was ſhot through the body ; but fortus : 
| nately his wound did not prove mortal. 


When he returned to England from America, 


after the reduction of Montreal, he found a gene- 


ral peace was in contemplation, The ceſſion of 


Canada was talked of, which gave great uneaſineſz 
to every American, as it appeared prejudicial to 
their intereſt and n On this occaſion he 


exerted himſelf, and publiſhed a pamphlet ſnhewing 
the 
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the importance of this country, which was aa 
approved of by all the friends to America. The 
celebrated Dr.! Franklin, in particular, was pleaſed 
to compliment him, and ſaid “ that it could not 
f fail of making a ſalutary impreſſion.” In the year 


1752, he bore a Colonels commiſſion, and ſerved 


under General Burgoyne in Portugal; and in this 
ſervice | he handſomely diſtinguiſhed himſelf. 


The Spaniards had formed a deſign of invading 


that kingdom, and had aſſembled an army on the. 


frontiers of Estremadura, with-:n intention of pe- 


netiating into ihe province of Alentejo. Count 
La Lippe was the commanding officer of the Pore 
tugueſe army, who formed a deſign of attacking 
an advanced body of the Spaniards, which lay on 
their frontiers, in a town called Valentia de Ab. | 
cantara. 


This enterpriſe was committed to Brigadier Ge- 


neral Burgoy ne, who effected a complete ſurprize 
on the town, took the general who Was to have 


commanded | in the intended invaſion, with a num- 


ber of other officers, and one ot the beſt regiments 
in the Spaniſh ſervice was entirely deſtroyed. But 


notwithſtanding this, and ſeveral ſubſequent ſkir- 


miſhes, the Spaniſh army continued maſters of 


the country, and nothing remained but the paſſage 
of the Tagus, to enable them to take up their 
quarters in Alentejo. 

General Burgoyne, who was poſted with an in- 
tention to obſtruct them | in their paſlage, lay in 


"WB 2 the 


+3 


8 


the Helptbourtiood, and within view ofa detached | 


camp, compoſed of a confiderable body of the 
enemy's cavalry, which lay near a village called 
Villa Velha. As he obſerved that the enemy kept 


no very ſoldierly guard in this poſt, and were un- 


covered both in their rear and their flanks, he con- 


ceived a defign of falling on them by furprize. 
The execution of his defign was entruſted to his 
friend Colonel Lee, who, in the night of October 
$th, fell upon their rear, turned their camp, made 
a conſiderable ſlaughter, diſperſed the whole party, 
deſtroyed their magazines, and returned with 


ſcarce any Toſs. 


When a general concluſion was at length put ta 
the war, he returned to England from Portugal, 


after having received the thanks of his Portugueſe 


_ Majeſty for his ſervices; and Count La Lippe 


recommended him in the ſtrongeſt terms to the 


Engliſh Court. He had, at this period, a friend 
and patron in high office, one of the principal 

| Secretaries of State; ſo that there was every reaſon 
for him to have expected promotion in the Engliſh 
army. But here his attachment, his enthuſiaſm 
for America, interfered, and prevented. The great 


Indian, or what we called Pondiacks War, broke 
out, which the miniſterial agents thought their i in; 


tereſt to repreſent as a matter of no confequence. ; 


The friends of America thought the reverſe, and 


aſſerted | it would be attended with dreadful waſte, 


ravage, 
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rayage, and deſolation. This branght him once 


more to publiſh for the defence and protection of 
this country, by which he loſt the favour of the 


miniftry, and ſhut the door to all hopes of prefer- 
ment in the Engliſh army. But he could not live 
in idleneſs and inactivity: he left his native coun- 


try, and entered into the Poliſh ſervice, and was of 


courſe abſent when the ſtamp act paſſed ; but al- 
though abſent; he did not ceaſe labouring in the 


cauſe of America, as may be learned from many 
of his letters. He uſed every argument, and exert- 


ed all the abilities he was maſter of, with every cor- 
reſpondent he had, in either Houſe of Parliament, 
of any weight or influence; and at the ſame time, 
he had not an inconſiderable number in both, _ 

It muſt be obſerved, that this famous act had 


divided almoſt every court in Europe into two 


different parties: the one , aſlertors of the preroga- 
tive of the Britiſh Parliament; the otker, of the 


| rights and privileges of America. General Lee, 


on this occaſion, pleaded the cauſe of the Colonies 
with ſuch earneſtneſs as almoſt to break off all in- 
tercourſe with the King's minifters at the Court of 


Vienna, men that he perſonally loved and eſteem- 


ed; but, at the ſame time, it was thought that 
he pleaded with ſo much ſucceſs as to add not a 
few ftiends and partizans to America. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances are mentioned, as they ſerve to de- 
monſtrate that a zeal for the welfare of the Colo- 


nies, from the General's earlieſt acquaintance with 


— — 


them, 
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© 63 
them, bid been a ruling principle of his life. The 
preſent volumes will teftify what he facrificed, 
what he did; and what he hazarded, in the laſt 


and moſt important conteſt which 1 parated the 
Colonies from their parent ſtate: but there is one 


celteumſtance that ſegins to claim a particular atten- 


tion; which is, that of all the officers who embark- 
ed in the American ſervice, he was the only man 
who could acquire no additional rank, and perhaps 
the only one whoſe fortune could not have been 
impaired, or at leaſt the tenure by which it was 


held, changed from its former condition into à pre 


carious and arbitrary one, by the ſucceſs of the 


Britiſh miniſtry's ſchemes ; for, had they been eom · 
pleted to the full extent of their wiſhes, the condj= 


tion of his fortune had not been altered for the 


Horſe: his fortune, though not great, Was eaſy, 


and, i may be ſaid, aMuent, for a private geritle- 


man; a derail of which the editor is enabled to | 


collect from his papers. 


Iſt. The General had four hundred and Shy 
- pounds per mum, ona x mortgage: in Jamaica, paid 


pu nctually. 


2dly. An eſtate of two hundred pounds Per 5 


amm in Middleſex, for another gentleman' 5 life; 


but whote life he had inſuted againſt his own. | | 
 3dly. A thouſand pounds ona eo 


fand, at four per cent. intereſt. 


Athly. One thouſand five bundred pounds, at 
five 8 cenr. 


5thly, His 


Shy. Hebel pay, one hundred and A * 


pounds per annum; in all, nine hundred and thirty- 
one pounds per annum, clear i income: beſides this, 
about twelve hundred pounds in his agent's hands, 


and different debts. He had, likewiſe, ten thou- 
ſand acres of land in the iſland of St. John, Which 


| Lad been located and ſettled at the expence of ſe- 


ven hundred pounds; and a mandamus for tuen 
ty thouſand acres in Eaſt Florida, 
This is the Rate of the General's fortune wha he 


engaged in the late American conteſt ; and this 


fortune would have been totally unaffected, though 
the prerogative of taxing America without her con- 
ſent had been eſtabliſhed and confirmed: the full 

poſſeſſion of it was ſecure, and independent of her 


fate. But theſe conſiderations did not influence 


his mind: he gave up ſecurity for inſecurity, der- 
tainty for uncertainty; he threw into the lap of 


America, without any chance of winning; he {tak. 
ed all on the die of her fortune: if ſhe ſucceeded; 


he could not be bettered; if ſhe miſcarried, his 
whole was loſt. His rank, as before obſerved, ac- 


quired no addition ; but the contrary, for a ſtop 


was put to its 1 in the two other RE 
the Poliſh and the Engliſh. 


The General, who could never ſtay long 1n one 
place, during the years 1771, 1772, to the fall of 


1773, had rambled all over Europe; but we can 


collect nothing material relative to the adventures 
of his travels, as his memorandum- books only 


mention 


(#3 


mention the names of the towns and cities through 
which he paſſed. That he was a moſt rapid and 
very active traveller, is evid-nt : it appears alſo, 
that le was engaged with an cfficer in Italy in an 
affair of honour, by which he loſt the ule of two 
of his fingers ; but having recourſe to piſtols, the 
Italian was ſlain, and he immediately obliged to fly 
for his life. His warmth of temper drew him into 
many rencounters of this k nd; in all which he ac- 
quitted himſelf with ſingular courage, ſprightlineſs 
of 1 imagination, and great preſence of mind. | 
| Much diſſatisfied with the appearance of the po- 
litical horizon at London, on the 16th of Auguſt 
1973, he embarked on board the packet for New- 
York, where he arrived on the 10th of November 
following, and had a very ſevere fit of the gout, 
At this period, the controverſy between Great Bri- 
tain and her Colonies began to be ſerious ; and the 
General concerted a deſign of taking a part in fa- 
vour of America, in caſe it came to an 188 uſp 
ture. : 
The deſtruction of the Britiſh Eaſt- Ladie com- 
lay tea at Buſton, the th of December, was 
a prelude to the calamities that afterwards enſued. | 
At this criſis, General Lee's mind . was not inobb 8 
ſervant or inactive; his conve: ſation, his pen, ani- 
mated the coloniſts to a great degree, and perſuad- 
ed them to make a perſevering reſiſtance. 
During this winter, he viſited Piiladelphia, 
Willamſburgh, and ſeveral other places in Vir 
gina 
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ginia and: Maryland; and sd to Philadelphia, ; 
a few months before the firſt Congreſs met in that 
city, on the gth of September. Encouraging and 
obſerving- what was going forward here, he then 
paid a viſit to New- Vork, Rhode-Ifland, and Boſ- 
ton, where he arrived on the iſt of Auguſt 1974. 
The moſt active political characters on the Ameri- 
can theatre, now hailed him, and were happy in 
his acquaintance, not a little pleaſed with his ſan- 
guine, lively temper ; conſidering his preſence 
among them at this criſis, as a molt fortunate and 
propitious omen. Genera] Gage had now iſſued 
his proclamation; and though Lee was on half-pay 
in the Britiſh ſervice, it did not prevent him from 
expreſſing his ſentiments in terms of the moſt point- 
ed ſeverity againſt the miniſtry. In ſhort, he blazs 
ed forth a Whig of the firſt magnitude, and coms 
municated a portion of his ſpirit to all with whom 
he converſed. As he continued travelling, or ra- 
ther flying from place to place, he became known 
to all who diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this impor- 
tant oppoſition: his company and correſpondence 
were courted, and many occaſional political pieces, 
the production of his pen, were eagerly read, and 
much admired; and from this popularity, there is 
no reaſon dbb but he expected he ſhould ſoon 
become the firſt in military rank on this Continent. 
General Gates was ſettled on a plantation in 
Berkeley county, Virginia ; and having a great 
9 friendſhip 
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friendſhip for Lee, perſuaded him to purchaſe 
from a Mr. Hite, a very fine valuable tract of land 
in his neighbourhood, of about two thouſand ſeven. 
hundred acres, on which were ſeveral m"_— im- 


provements. 


On this buſineſs, he left his friends, in the 
Northern States, and returned to Virginia, where 


he remained till the month of May 1775, when he 


again preſented himſelf at Philadelphia. The 


American Congreſs were aſſembled; and he be- 


came daily a greater enthuſiaſt in the cauſe of li- 


berty. The battle of Lexington, and ſome other 


matters, had now ripened the conteſt; and Lee's 
active and enterpriſing diſpoſition was ready for 
the moſt arduons purpoſes. He therefore accept- 


ed a commiſſion from the Congreſs, which was of- 
fered to him by ſome of its principal members ; 
but he found it neceſſary previouſly to reſign that 


| which he held in the Britiſh ſervice. | This he did 


without delay, in a letter tranſmitted to the Right 


Honourable Lord Viſcount Barrington, his Majeſ- 
ty's Secretary at war; aſſuring his Lordſhpip, 


that although he had ad his balf-pay, yet, 


5 whenever | it ſhould pleaſe his Majeſty to call him 
forth to apy honorable ſervice againſt the natural 
hereditary enemies of his country, or in defence 

of his moſt juſt rights and dignity, no man would 


obey the righteous ſummons with more zcal and 


alacrity than himſelf: at the ſame time, the 


General 
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Stern! al expoſed his diſapprebatian of the pre- 
ſent meaſures, in the moſt direct terms; deelating 


them to be ſo abſolutely ſubverſive of the rights 


and liberties of every individual ſubject, fo def- 
tructive to the whole empire at large, and ultimate- 
ly ſo runious to his Majeſty's own perſon, dignity, 


and family, that he thought himſelf obliged iti 
eonſcience, as à citizen, Engliſhman, and a ſoldier 
of a free State, to exert his utmoſt to defeat ther,” 

Profeffing theſe ſentiments, he received a Con- 
tinental commiſſion of the rank of Maj jor General. 
As he had made war his ſtudy from his youth, ſees 
2 variety of ſervice, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf for 


his courage and abilities, one might have imagined 


he would have immediately been appointed fecond 
in command in the American army: this was not 
not the caſe; in all countries, kiſſing goes by fa⸗ 


vdur; and men will be tenacious of any rank 


beſtowed upon them. General Ward of Maſſa» 


cehuſetts Bay, by ſome means or other, had re- 


ceived a commiſſion of a prior date; and on this 


Account, perhaps to the injury of the ſervice, he 


took rank of General Lee, who was at preſemt 
content to act under him. Whatever his feelings 
were on this head, he took care to diſguiſe them; 
and General Ward, on the evacuation of Boſton, 


: grew weary of military honour and ſervice, re- 


fired to private life, and ſent 5 reſignation to 
Congreſs 


i 


„ 825) 
On the 21K of June, General Waſtingten and. 


General Lee, having received their orders _ 
Congreſs, left Philadelphia, in order to join the 
J troops aſſembled near Boſton. They were accom- 
panied out of the city, for ſome miles, by a troop. 
of light horſe, and by all the officers of the city 
militia, on horſeback; and at this time General 
Lee was accounted, and really was, a great acqui- 
ſition to the American cauſe. On the road they 
received the news of the affair at Bunker's-hill, 
and arrived at the camp at Cambridge the 2d of 
July 1775. The people of Maſſachuſetts received 
them with every teſtimony of eſteem; and the 
Congreſs of that Colony not only preſented. an 
addreſs to his Excellency General Waſhington, as 
commander i in chief, but, from a ſenſe of the mili - i 
tary abilities of General Lee, preſented one to him 
alſo, couched in terms of the higheſt reſpect. 
The General remained with this army till the year | 
1776, when General Waſhington, having ob- 
tained intelligence of the fitting out of a fleet at 
Boſton, and of the embarkation of troops from 
| thence, which, from the ſeaſon of the year, and 
other „ he judged muſt be deſtined 
for 2 Southern expedition, gave orders to Gene- 
ral Lee, to repair with ſuch volunteers as were 
willing to join him, and could be expeditiouſſy 
raiſed, to the city of New-York, with a deſign on... 
prevent the Engliſh from taking poſſeſſion of New- 
Tork and the North- nr, as they would thereby 
command 
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ebimmäand the country, and the conitnuniication: 
with Cinada. The General, on his arrival, be- 
gan with putting the city in the beſt poſture of 
defence the ſ-aſon of the year and circumſtances 
would admit of; difarming all ſuch perſons upon 
Long Iſland, and elſe W whoſe conduct and 
declarations had rendered them ſuſpected of de- 
ſigns unfriendly to the views of congreſs. Colonel 


Ward was ordered to ſecure the whole body of 


profeſſed Tories in Long-Ifland. This gave an 


_ univerſal alarm, that even the Congreſs of New- 


York endeavoured to check the General in this buſt» 
neſs, by informing him, in a letter, that the trial and 
puniſhment of citizens belonged to the Provincial 
Congreſs, and not to any military character, how- 
ever exalted. To this the General anſwered, that 
when the enemy was at the doors, forms muſt be 
diſpenſed with—that his duty to them, to the 


Continental Congreſs, and to his own conſcience, 


had dictated the neceſſity of the meaſure— that 1 
he had done wrong, he would ſubmit himſelf to 
the ſhame of being reputed raſh and precipiestes . 
and undergo the cenſure of the public; but he 


ſhould have the conſciouſneſs of his own breaſt, 


that the pure motives of ſerving the communityl® 


uncontaminated by pique or refentment to indivi- 


duals, urged him to the ſtep. The General alſo 
remonſtrated againſt ſupplying the men of war and 
Governor Tryon with proviſions, as the boats 


coming to the city muſt open the means of their 


receiving 


0 i 14 | ) 


restiving every ſort of intelligence. © I ſhould,” 
| fays the General in one of his letters, „pe ig 
the higheſt degree culpable to God, my conſcience, 
and the Continental Congreſs, in whoſe ſervice T b 
am ingaged, ſhould I ſuffer, at ſo dangerous 3 E | 


SF Fi 


eriſis, a banditti of profeſſed foes of liberty and their 
country fo remain at liberty to eo- operate with, 
and ſtrengthen the miniſterial troops openly in 
arms, or covertly, and conſeqently more dange- 1 
rouſly furniſh them with intelligence.“ He al- Þ 
ſo drew up a 7, which he ordered his officers 1 
to offer to thoſe who Were reputed inimical to the 9 
American cauſe: a refuſal to take this, was to bp 
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| their hoftile intentions: upon e their per- 
ſons were to be ſecured, and ſent to Connecticut, 
Pere it was judged they could not be ſo dangerous. 
PFhus the General excited the people to every 
ſpirited meaſure, and intimidated by every meanz 
the friends to the Engliſh government. At this 
" time, Captain Vandeput, of the. Aſia, ſeized a 
| Hevienan Tiley, and kept him on board his ſhip 
in irons. On the principles of retaliation, Lee 
i took into cuſtody Mr. Stephens, an officer of 
= - 75  Gorerament, and informed the Captain what he 
 . - had done, and that this gentelman ſhould not 
be releaſed until Lieut. Tiley was returned. This 
had the deſired effect. His determined and de- 
cifive diſpoſition had an amazing influence both 
on the army and people; and the Reps he pro- 
one 5 
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b for he ne of thoſe who diſap- 
proved of the American rehftance, ſtruck a tet ror 
ay ng he appeared. 

Cangreſs had now received the account of a 
ral Montgomery's unſucceſsſul expedition again 
Quebec. As flattering expectations were enter» 
tained of the ſucceſs of this officer, the event threw 
a gloom on American affairs. To remedy this diſ- 
after, they turned their eyes to General Lee, and 
Congreſs refolved that he ſhould forthwith repair 
to Canada, and take upon him the command of 
the army of the United Colonies in that province. 
This, though he was juſt recovered from a fit of 
the gout, he accepted; but while preparations were 
making for the important undertaking, Congreſs 
changed their determination, and appointed him to 
the command of the Southern: department; in 
which he became very conſpicuous, as a vigilant, 
brave and active officer. His extenſive correſpon- 
dence, his addreſs under every difficulty, and his 


unwearied attention to the duties of his ſtation, d 
evinced his great military capacity, and extreme 
uſefulneſs to the cauſe he had eſpouſed, and wag 
warmly engaged in—Every teſtimony of reſpect 
was paid him by the people of the Northern Cola» 
| nies, and he experienced a ſimilar treatment in his 
Journey te the Southward. On his arrival at Wil- 
liamſburgh, every one expreſſed their high ſatis- 
faction at his preſence. among them; and the 
| troops of mat city embraced the opportunity of 
. N preſenting 
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preſenting him with an addreſs, expreſſive of their 


fanguine hopes. and firm reſolutions of. unitmg 


with him in the common cauſe. This example 
| was followed at Newbern, North Carolina; and 
a committee was appointed by the inhabitants: of 


that town, to wait upon him in their name, and, 


in an addreſs, to thank him for his generous and 


manly exertions in defence of American rights and 
liberties; and to offer him their cordial congratu- 


lations for his appearance among them, at a time 
when their province was actually invaded by a pow- 


erful fleet and army; and to expreſs their happi- 


neſs to find the command of the troops deſtined 
for their protection, placed in the hands of a gen- 


tleman of his diſtinguiſhed character. 


Great too was the joy in South Carolina, where 
is preſence was ſeaſonable and abſolutely neceſſa- 
xy, as Sir Henry Clinton was actually prepaiing 


for an invaſion of that province. The minds of 
all ranks of people were conſiderably elevated at 


the ſight of him; it diffuſed an ardour among the 
military, attended mith the mot ſalutary conſe> 


quences; and his diligence and activity at Charlef- 
town, previous to the attack upon Sullivan's ifland, 


Will de long remembered. From a peruſal of his 


letters and directions to the officers commanding 


at that poſt, we may juſtly infer, that America was 
under no ſmall obligations to him for the ſignal 


ſucceſs there obtained—And here it may be men- 
| tioned, 


N 
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tioned as ſomewhat remarkable, that when General 
| Lee received orders, at Cambridge, to repair to 
| New-York, to watch the motions of the Britiſh, 
he met General Clinton the very day he arrived 


there; — when he came to Virginia, he found him 
in Hampton Road and juſt after his arrival in 
North Carolina, General Clinton left Cape Fear— 


Their next meeting was at Fort Sullivan, Which 
-muſt have made Lee. appear to Clinton as hisevil 
genius, haunting him for more than eleven hun- 


dred miles, along a coaſt of vaſt extent, and meet- 


. ing him at Philippi. 


The affair of Sullivan's land was a moſt extra- 


ordinary deliverance ; for if the Engliſh had ſuc- 


ceeded, it is more than probable the Southern Co- 
lonies would at that time have been compelled to 
have ſubmitted to the Engliſh government. Dread- 
ful was the cannonade, but without effect. Porto 


| Bello, Boccochico, and the other caſtle at Cartha- 


gena, were obliged to ſtrike to Vernon; Fort 
Lewis in Saint Domingo yielded to the metal of 


Admiral Knowles; but in this inſtance; an unfi- 
niſhed battery, conſtructed with Palmeto logs, re- 
ſiſted, for a whole day, the twelve and eighteen- 


pounders of the Britiſh fleet, to the W 
and admiration of every ſpectator. 
The fleet and army under Sir Henry Clinton 


and Sir Peter Parker being repulſed, General Lee 
then flew to the aſſiſtance of Georgia, where he 


continued for ſome weeks, planning ſchemes to 
| 8 put 
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put that province in 2 ſtate of defence, and to 


make an excurſion into Eaſt Florida, as their Sou - 


thern frontiers were ſuffering conſiderably by the 


incurſions of Indians and others from that quar- 


ter. 


About this time, the Congreſs were informed 
by General Waſhington, that Clinton, with the 
troops under his command, had returned, and joĩn- 


ed General Howe at Staten-iſland. In conſequence 
of this intelligence, the Congreſs were convinced 
that the Engliſh, by collecting their whole force 


into a point, were determined to make a moſt vi- 


gorous exertion at New- Vork; and in order to en- 
ſure ſueceſs there, were diſpoſed for the preſent to 
overlook every other object. The getting pof- 
ſeſſion of that city, and the junction of the two 
armies under General Howe and Burgoyne, it 


was the Congreſs's opinion, were the grand objects 


they had in view, and for the attainment of which 
they would give up every inferior conſideration. 
Lee's ſucceſs in the Southern department had in- 
creaſed the good opinion they had conceived of 
him: his reputation was in its zenith; and they 


now applied to him for aſſiſtance, in the preſent 


important fituation of their affairs. An expreſs 
was diſpatched to Georgia, directing him to re- 


pair as ſoon as poſſible to Philadelphia, there to 


receive ſuch orders as they might judge expe- 
dient. He returned with great expedition, the 
beginning of October, and walted on Congreſs © 


imme- 
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immediately Dn bis arrival, who, after confulting 
him, refolved that he ſhould without delay re- 
pair to the camp at Haerlem, with leave, if he 
_ thould judge proper, to viſit the -poſts in News 
7 Jierſey. He arrived at General Waſhington's 
army juſt time enough to prevent it from being 
1 blockaded in Vork-iſland, the eircumſtance of 
= which had been thus related. General Waſh» 
9 ington was at that time under a neceſſity of con- 
= fulting his council of officers,-before-he could take 
= any ſſtep of conſequence; and they, contrary to 
bis opinion, were for waiting an attack in their 
* own lines on Tork Iſland—Extenſive barracks 
* hadtbeen erected, and large preparations made . 
f 1 for ſuch a ſtep. Sir William Howe, finding the — 
5 Americans too ſtrong to be attacked with ſafety 
77 from the ſide of New-York, leaving Lord Pierey 
+ with a body of troops oppoſite the river, em- 
barked the reſt in his flat boats, paſſed ſafely the 
dangerous paſſage of Hell. Gate, and landed on 
Frog's: Neck, an iſland ſeparated by a ſmall ereek 
from Weſt Cheſter. Here he remained a week, 
under a pretence of waiting for ſtores and provi- 
ſtons; While the Americans, in conſequence of their 
reſolutions, continued on the Iſland. The very 
evening before General Howe made a movement, 
General Lee arrived at General Waſhington's 
camp ; hig opinion of their dangerous ſituation 
convinced tlie Council of War; and, that night, a 
* movement extrignia! chem from the 
| Ca > T8 danger, 
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landed on Pell's Manor, a point ſeparated from 
»Frog's Neck by a channel of ſcarce 200 yards: 


he then extended his army acroſs to Hudſon's 


river; but there was then no enemy to intercept. 


Had he, inſtead of trifling away his time, cram- 
med up on Frog's Neck, landed only on Pell's 


point, not a ſoul of the American. army would 


have eſcaped.” Hitherto General Lee had been 


ſucceſsful, and was univerſally eſteemed ; but 
fortune now began to reverſe the ſcene. On the 
113th of December 1496, at the head of all the 
men he could collect, he was marching to join 


General Waſhington, who had aſſembled the Penn= 
ſylvania militia, to ſecure the banks of the Dela- 


Ware. From the diſtance of the Britiſh canton- 
ment, he was betrayed into a fatal ſecurity, by 
which, in croſſing the upper part of New-Jerſey 


from the North river, he fixed his quarters, and 


lay careleſsly guarded at ſome diſtance from the 
main body. This circumſtance being commu- 


nicated to Colonel Harcourt, who - commanded 
the Britiſh light horſe, and had then made a de- 
ſultory excurſion at the head of a ſmall detach- 


ment, he conducted his meaſures with ſuch addreſs 
and activity, that Lee was carried off, though ſeve- 
ral guarded poſts and armed patroles lay in the 
way. Great was the joy of the Britiſh, and equal the 
eonſternation of the Americans, at this unexpect- 
ed event. The making of a ſingle officer priſoner, 
in 


„ . 


danger. The next morning, General Howe 


„ 


in other circumſtances would have been a matter 
of little moment; but in the preſent ſtate of the 
continental. forces, where a general deficiency of 
military {kill prevailed, and the inexperience of 
the officers was even a greater grievance, the loſs 
of a commander whaſe ſpirit of enterprize was 
directed by great knowledge in his profeſſion, 
acquired by actual ſervice, was indeed of the ut- 
moſt importance. The Congreſs, on hearing this 
news, ordered their Preſident to write to Gene- 
ral Waſhington, deſiring him to ſend a flag to 
Genera] Howe, for the purpoſe of enquiring in 
what manner General Lee was treated ; and if he 
found that -it was not agreeable to his rank and 
character, to ſend a remonſtrance to General 
Howe on the ſubject. This produced much in- 
convenience to both ſides, and much calamity to 
individuals. A cartel had ſome time before been 


eſtabliſhed for the exchange of priſoners be- 


tween the Generals Howe and Waſhington, which 
had hitherto been carried into execution, as far as 
time and circumſtances would admit. As Lee 
was particularly obnoxious to Government, it was 
ſaid that General Howe was tied down by his in- 
ſtructions, from parting with him upon any terms, 
if the fortune of war ſhould throw him into his 
power. General Waſhington not having at this. 
time any priſoners of equal rank with Lee, pro- 
poſed to exchange ſix field officers for him, the 


number bong iced to balance that diſparity ; 
— 


cm) 


or if this was not accepted, he required that he 
ſtiould be treated ſuitably to his ſtation, accord- 


ins to the practice eſtabliſhed among poliſhed | 


nations, till an opportunity offered for a direct 
arid equal exchange. To this it was anſwered 
that as Mr, Lee was a deſerter from his Majeſty's 
ſervice, he was not to be conſidered as 4 ptifoner 
of war; that he did not at all come vithin the 
conditions of the cartel, nor could he receive any 
of its benefits: This brought on a fruitleſs dif- 


cuſſion, whether Geueral Lee, who had reſigned 


his half pay at the beginning of the troubles, 
could be conſidered as a deſefter ; or whether he 
could with jaſtice be excluded from the general 
benefits of a cartel, in which no particular excep- 
tion of perſon had been made. In the mean 
ume, General Lee was guarded with all the ſtrict- 
neſs which a State criminal of the firſt magnitude 
could have experienced in the moſt dangerous 
political conjuncture. This conduct not only ſuſ- 
pended the operation of the cartel, but induced 
retaliation on the American fide; and Colonel 
Campbell, who had hitherto been treated with great 
humanity by the people of Boſton, was now thrown 
into a dungeon. 

Thoſe Britiſh officers who were 8 in the 


Southern Colonies, though not treated with equal 


rigour, were, however abridged of their parole 
Iberty. It was at the ſame time declared, that their 


: future treatment ſhould in v every degree be regu- 
lated 
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wed 1 * which General Lee experienced, and 
that their perſons ſhould be anſwerable, in the ut- 
moſt extent, for any violence that was offered to 
Lim. Thus matters continued till the capture of 
the Britiſh army under General Burgoyne at 
Saratoga, October 17th, 1777. A change of con- 
duct towards him then took place; he was al- 
lowed his parole in New-York, lodged in the ſame 


houſe with Lieutenant Colonel Butler of the 38th, 


dined with General Robertſon commandant of the 
town, and with many principal officers and fami- 


lies, and a ſhort time after was exchanged. 


The firſt military ſcene in Which General Lee 


appeared after his liberation, was the battle of 


Monmouth, which determined his career in the 
American army. Before this affair, his character 


in general was very reſpectable; many of the 


warm friends to America, highly valued the impor- 
tant ſervices he had rendered to the United States. 
From the beginning of the conteſt, he had ex- 


| Cited and directed the miltariy ſpirit which pervad- 


ed the continent; his converſation raiſed an emu- 
lation among the officers, and he taught them to 
pay a proper attention to the health , cloathing, and 


comfortable ſubſiſtence of their men: add to this, 


bis zeal. was unwearied in inculcating the prin- 
ciples « of liberty among all ranks of people; hence 
it is ſaid, that a ſtrong party was formed i in Con- 
greſs, and by ſome diſcontented officers in the 


mf, to raiſe Lee to the firſt command; and it 
hath 
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hath been ſuggeſted by many, that General Lee's 
conduct at the battle of Monmouth, was intended 


to effect this plan; for, could the odium of the de- 
feat have been at that time thrown on General 
Waſhington, and his attack of the Britiſh army 
made to appear raſh and im prudent, there is great 
reaſon to ſuppoſe he would have been deprived of 
his command. It hath been obſerved by ſome wri- 


ters on this ſubject, that when General Lee was 
taken priſoner, the American army was on no par 


with the Royal forces; but the caſe was much 
changed on his return from his captivity. He 
found them improved, and, daring enough to at- 
tack even the Britiſh grenadiers with firmneſs and 
reſolution. Had not this been the caſe, and Ge- 
neral Lee, when ordered to attack the rear of the 


Royal army, ſeen his men beat back with diſgrace, | 


unwilling to rally and acting with fear and trepi- 


dation, his retreat would have been neceſſary, his 


conduct crowned with applauſe, and his purpoſes 
effected; but , diſappointed i in this view, the retreat 


hath been imputed to himſelf, as he could not al- 


ledge the want of ſpirit | in his troops for the Ja 
tification of his conduct. 
The Britiſh army, early on Thurſday the 2 5th of 


June, compleated their evacuation of Philadelphia, 


| having before tranſported their ſtores and moſt of 


their artilery into the Jerſies, where they had _ 


\ thrown up ſome works, and ſeveral regiments were 


| «a 5 ;—they manned the lines the preceding 
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night, and retreated over the commons, croſſing 


at Glouceſter Point. A party of the American 


horſe purſued them very cloſe; however nothing 


very material happened till the 28th, when, about 


three o'clock in the morning, the Britiſh army 
moved on. their way to Middletown Point. 


About eleven o'clock, the American van, com- 
manded by General Lee, overtook them; but he 


ſoon retreated, and was met by General Waſhing, 


ton, who formed on the firſt proper piece of, 
ground near Monmouth Court-Houſe. While 


this was doing, two pieces of cannon, ſupported by, 


Colonel Livingſton and Colonel Stewart, with a 


picked corps of 300 men, kept off the main body 
of the Engliſh, and made a great ſlaughter. ' Very 
ſevere ſkirmiſhing enſued ; and the American army 
advancing, the Britiſh made their laſt efforts upon 
a ſmall body of Pennſylvania troops at and about 
Mr. Tennant's houſe; they then gave way, leaving 
the field covered with dead and wounded.  Ge- 


neral Waſhington's troops purſued for about a 


mile, when, night coming on, and the men exceed - 
ingly fatigued with marching, and the hot wea- 
ther, they halted about half a mile beyond the 


ground of the principal action. The Britiſh tooxæ 


a ſtrong poſt in their front, ſecured on both flanks 
by moraſſes and thick woods, where they remained 
until about twelve at night, and then retreated. 
In conſequence of this action, General Lee was 


Put under arreſt, and weg by a Court Martial at 


Brunſwick, 


(26 ) 


Brunbwick, - the 4th July following. The charges 


exhibited againſt him were, 

- iſt, For diſobedienee of orders, in not cm 
ing the enemy on the 28th of June, e to 
i ae inſtructions. 5 

a⁊dly. For miſbehaviour before the enemy on 
the ſame day, by making an ene erer 
ly, and ſhameful retreat. 

. . 3dly. For diſreſpect to the e in def in in 


two letters, dated the 1ſt July, and the 28th June. 


I Theletters, on which the third charge is found: 
ed, are as follows: 


$1R, | Camp, Engliſh Town, it July 175 
FROM the knowledge I have of your Excel- 


poo character, I muſt conclude, that nothing 


but the miſinformation of fome very ſtupid, 
or miſrepreſentation of ſome very wicked per- 
' ſon, could have occaſioned your making uſe of 
ſach very ſingular expreſſions as you did, on my 
coming up to the ground where you had taken 


poſt: they implied, that I was guilty either of 
diſobedience of orders, want of conduct, or 
want of courage. Your Excellency will therefore 5 


infinitely oblige me, by letting me know, on which 


of theſe three articles you ground your charge, 
that I may prepare for my juſtification; which 1 


have the happineſs to be confident I can do, to the 


Army, to the } Congreſs, to America, and to the 
: EL World 
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World i in \ enen. Your Excellency muſt give me 


leave to obſerve, that neither yourſelf, nor thoſe | 


about your perſon, could, from your ſituation, be 
in the leaſt judges of the merits or demerits of our 


manceuvres; and to ſpeak with a becoming pride, 


I can aſſert, that to theſe mancuures the ſucceſs 
of the day was entirely owing. I can boldly ſay. 


that had we remained on the firſt ground, or had 
we advanced, or had the retreat been conducted 
in a manner different from what it was, this whole 


army, and the intereſts of America, would have 
riſked being ſacrificed. I ever had, and I hope 


ever ſhall have, the greateſt reſpect and veneration 


for General Waſhington ; I think him endued 
with many great and good qualities: But in this 


inſtance, I muſt pronounce, that he has been guilsy | 
of an act of cruel in juſtice, towards a man who had 


certainly ſome pretenſions to the regard of every 


ſervant of his country ; and I think, fir, ] have 2 
right to demand ſome reparation for the i injury 


: committed ; and unleſs I can obtain it, IJ muſt i in 
juſtice to myfelf, when the campaign is cloſed, 
which I believe will cloſe the war, retire from a 


ſervice, at the head of which i is placed a man capa- 
ble of offering ſuch injuries: but at the ſame 
time, in juſtice to you, I muſt repeat, that I from 


my ſoul, believe, that it was not a motion of your 
on breaſt, but inſtigated by ſome of thoſe dirty 


earwigs who will for ever inſinuate themſelves near 
Fer en in high office; for 1 am really convinced, 
that 
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that ak General Waſhington acts from imlelf 


no man in his army will have reaſon to Sein 


g of injuſtice and indecorum. 5 


1 am, Sir, and I hope ever ſhall have _—__ to 
continue, 5 
Four moſt ſincerely devoted 
Humble Servant, | 
' CHARLES LEE, 


His Excellency G Gen. W aſhin; gion. 


* 8 Logik. Town, Fine 28th 1798, 
"MR, i 
1 RECEIVED your letter, (dated through miſ- 
take, the 1ſt of July), expreſſed, as I conceive, 
in terms highly i improper. I am not conſcious 
of having made uſe of any very ſingular expreſſions 
at the time of my meeting you, as you intimate. 
What I recollect to have ſaid, was dictated by 
duty, and warranted by the 4 As ſoon 


as circumſtances will admit, you ſhall have an 


opportunity either of juſtifying yourſelf to the 
Army, to Congreſs, to America, and to the 


- World in general, or of convincing them that you 
are guily of a breach of orders, and of miſbeha- 


viour before the enemy on the 28th inſtant, in not 
attacking 
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. attacking them a as you had been directed, and in 
making an unneceſſary, A and ſhameful 
retreat. 


J am, Sir, . 
Your moſt obedient; Sets 
ip, GEORGE WASHINGTON; 
Major Gen, Lee. C "2m 


slk, = 5 G June 28th; 1978; 
I BEG your Excellency” s pardon for the inaccu- 


racy in miſdating my letter. —You cannot afford 


me- greater pleaſure than in giving me the oppor- 


tunity of ſhewing to America, the ſufficiency. of 
her reſpective ſervants. I truſt that the tempora- 


ry power of office, and the tinſel dignity attend- 
ing it, will not be able, by all the miſts they can 
raiſe, to offiſcate the bright rays of truth. In the 
mean time, your Excellency can have no object: 
on to my retiring from the army. 3 
I am, Sir, ET 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble 0 


Gen. Waſhington. 


SIR, 


CHARLES LEE: 


4 20 


SIR, TH Gump, June Zoch, me 
- SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing my letter 


by Colonel Fitzgerald to your Excellency, I have' 
reflected on both your ſituation and mine; and beg 


leave to obſerve, that it will be for our mutual 
convenience, that a Court of Inquiry ſhould be 


immediately ordered; but I could wiſh it might be 
* Court Martial: for, if the affair is drawn into 


length, it may be difficult to collect the neceſſary 


evidences, and perhaps might bring on a paper- 
war betwixt the adherents to both parties, which 


may occaſion ſome difagreeable feuds on the Con- 


| ment; for All are not 280 ane nor 22 ad- 


miret. 6 . 

4 'muſt entreat, therefore, from Four Jove "of: 
JuRice, that you will immediately exhibit your 
charge; and that on the fifſt halt, 1 _ * 
brought ton trial. 8 


Fam, Sir, „ ſe 


Jour moſt obedient, 5 
Humble Servant, a 
CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency Gen: Waſkington. 5 
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THE Court met, by ſeveral adjournments, till 
the 12th of Auguſt, when they found the unfor- 


tunate General guilty of the ſeveral charges 
brought againſt him, and ſentenced him to be ſuſ- 


pended from any e e, in the armies of the 


United States of North America for the term of 


twelve months. But it was uſual in America, and 
thought neceſſary, that the ſentence of every Court 
Martial ſhould be ratified or confirmed by Congrels; - 
the proceedings, therefore, of the Court, were 


accordingly tranſmitted to them, and the General 


repaired to Philadelphia to await their deciſion. 
Daring his ſtay there on this buſineſs, he was in- 


volved in ſeveral diſputes; ; and though his affair 
might be conſidered as yet. ſub judice, yet the con- 


verſation of the city was rather againſt him, which 


induced him to publiſh, as it were, a fecond de- 
fence; and as this may not be ſo well known to 


the public as the elegant and maſterly defence in- 


his trial, which hath been TORI in Bucpe, 
1 _ inſert it in this place. 


GENERAL 125 Pindicaion i 2 Public. ® 


THE aiffecenit cbitittienitatcrs on tlic orders I re · 
ceived from Gen. Waſhington on the 28th of June, 


have, I think, conſtrued them into no more than 


* different ſenſes, I ſhall, thereſore, for argu- 
CEE ment's 


20 


men's ſake, give the world leave to fuppole: then 

to have been any one of theſe three*:—1ſ. To 
attack the enemy in whatever ſituation, and in 
whatever force I found them, without confidering 

"conſequences. 

2. To contrive the means of bringing on a ge- 

'neral engagement. 

3. To annoy them as much as poſſible, with- 
out riſking any thing of great importance; that 
is, in fact, to act with a great degree of latitude, 
"according; to my own diſcretion. 


* 


Now, I ſay, granting any one of theſe three to 
"have been the orders I received, it is manifeſt, 
*rhat I did literally and effectually comply, r 
a8 depended on myſelf, and on human means. 

As to the firſt, notwithſtanding the attempt, by * 
low evaſion, to prove that the orders I gave were 
only to advance on the enemy, it is clear from 
Captain Mercer's evidence, that General Wayne 
and Colonel Butler were ordered, not only to ad- 
vance, but in preciſe terms, to attack ;—it is clear, 
that Idid, with the three brigadiers on the right, 
= 1 the only movement poſſible to accompliſh this 
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* It muſt appear 3 extraordinary, that ET the 
principal and heavieſt charge brought againſt me, was the diſo- 
bedience of orders, theſe orders that it ſeems J diſobeyed, 
ſhould never have been attempted to be aſcertained to, the 
Court by the proper authority, but were left to the conjec- 
ture and wild conftruQions of thoſe who might. take the trouble 
to gueſs, and to the hardineſs of thuſe who . chaſe. to 
invent. 


* 
* 
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eit is hn that I did not wiſh, or give any 
orders for a retrograde manceuvre from the firſt 
point of action, and that, even when I was informed 
of our left being abandoned, the retreat, hows. 
ever neceſſary, was, I am aſhamed to own it, 
done contrary to my orders, and contrary to my 
intentions. I ſay I am aſhamed toown it; for 
if the Britiſh cavalry had vigorouſly puſhed on our 
right, they might have turned our flank, taken 
us in reverſe, and we had been loſt, There 
is one ſuppoſition, and indeed only one (and 
that, for the General's honour, is too monſtrous 
to be admitted), that would render me criminal; 
it is, that he had poſitively commanded me, that 
after the attack commenced, whatever were my 
circumſtances, or whatever were my numbers, 
from thence I ſhould not, from any conſideration, 
recede an inch. Now, if ſuch I had conceived to 
have been his intention, ſo great is my opinion 
of the valour, zeal, and obedience of the troops, 
and ſo well I think I know myſelf, that I do really 
believe we ſhould all have periſhed on the firſt 
ſpot; but I never had, and it is almoſt impoſſible 
I ſhould have, an idea that ſuch was his plan; 
and it is evident that it was not; conſequently, 
in ſeeking a better poſition in our rear, I could 
be guilty of no diſobedience. Upon the whole, 
admitting the orders received to have been (as 
it has been infinuated) to attack, without any 


conhderation of the force, or ſituation of the 
| D enemy, 


C0 


enemy, "Ra were as fully and rigidly obeyed, 
eircumſtanced as I was, as it was poſſible for any 
human officer to obey orders of ſuch a nature. In 
the next place, if the General's inſtructions are 
conſtrued to be, that I ſhould find the means 
of bringing on a general engagement, it is difficult 
to imagine a more efficacious method than that 
which was purſued. But I muſt here beg leave to 
obſerve, that thoſe gentlemen who talk fo fami- 
-harly of bringing on a general engagement, muſt 
underſtand themſelves as little as they can be un- 
derſtood by others, to bring on a general engage- 
ment, is not always in our power. An enemy of 
any capacity will take ſuch meaſures as not to be 
under the neceſſity of fighting againſt his inclina- 
tions; and, however it may be received, I cannot 
help being perſuaded, that ſome of the Britiſh | 
generals are not deficient in this great eſſential. 
Clinton, Grey, and Erſkine, were bred up, and 
conſidered no deſpicable officers in one of the beſt. 
ſchools in Europe. Prince Ferdinand and his 
nephew, the hereditary prince, think, it is ſaid, 
and do moſt certainly ſpeak very honourably of 
them. Now, although it muſt be fuppoſed that 
men of this ſtamp will make it a rule to retain the 
power of refuſing a general engagement, there 
are ſtrong grounds for believing, that on this day 
(whether from our manœuvres, or from the often 
ungovernable impetuofity of the Britiſh troops) 


they would have been put under the neceſſity of 
committing 


4 


domtmitting the moſt conſiderable part of their 
army to the deciſion of arms, if the opportunity 
on our ſide had been availed of. They were 
tempted to paſs three of the great ravines which 
traverſe the plain; and there is room to flatter 
ourſelves they would have paſſed the laſt, if they 
had been wiſely ſuffered. They would then have 
been actually in our power; that is, they would 
have been under the neceſſity of fighting againſt 
unequal force; for they had ſcarcely the poſſibility 
of retreating, and it was at our option to engage 
whatever part of the army we thought proper, 
"whether the whole, one half, or only a third, as 
they had immediately emerged from the ravine, 
and before they could have had time to develope 
and form; our rear was, on the contrary, quite 
clear and unembarraſſed, and were, in fact, entire 
maſters of our manœuvres; at the ſame time, 
Colonel Morgan, and the militia on the flanks, by 
this ſeparation of the major part of the enemy's 
army to ſo great a diſtance from their baggage, 
and the body covering the baggage, would have 
had a much fairer opportunity of making their 
reſpective attacks, than if they had remained more 
compact : thus, if any thing is meant by finding 
the means of bringing on a general engagement, 
it was done, and in the moſt ſalutary manner, to 
the utmoſt extent of human poſſibility, = 


Da. We 
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We came now to the laſt pre v1. That 
the orders I received (which in fact is the truth, 
unleſs they had no meaning at all) were to annoy 
the enemy, ſtrike a partial blow, but without riſl:- 
1ng any thing of great importance ; or in other 
terms, to act in a great meaſure difcretionally *. 
and here I defy the moſt acute military critic of 
the world, to point out a more effectual method 
than what was purſued ; for, had we taken poſt 
on the hither or weftern margin of the firſt ravine, 
as General Wayne ſeems to think we ought to have 
done (and admitting that in this poſition our flanks 
could have been fecure, w which they certainly 
were not), or on the margin of any of the other 
ravines in our rear, the laſt not excepted, if the 
laſt had been tenable, how could we poffibly 
| have annoyed the enemy, or ſtruck a partial blow? 
The confequence would at moſt have been this, 
that we might have remained gazing on and can- 
nonading each other for ſome time, and the 
moment'they choſe to retire, they could have done 
it at their leiſure, and with impunity ; for, by all 
the rules of war, and what is more, by all the 
rules of common ſenſe, we could not have ventured 
to purſue them, becaute we ſhould have put, if : 


It muſt be remarked, that diſobedience to 8 
orders is, prima facie, a glaring abſurduy 3 3 it ĩs an impoſſibility; "7 
and yet it has been endeavoured to prove me guilty, of this im- 
poſlibility. ; | Fo 

f not 
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not impradticable, at leaſt very dangerous, defiles 


in our rear; and if they had turned back upon 


us, we ſhould have been effectually in their power, 
unleſs we could have inſured victory to ourſelves 
with. very unequal numbers; but by drawing 
them over all the ravines, they were as much in 
our power; beſides, it muſt occur to every man 
who is not deſtitute of common reaſon, that the 
further they were from their ſhips and the heights 
of Middletown, the point of their ſecurity, the 


more they were $0 ute the — az in 
the alr, | 


Io thele conſiderations may 1 added, that the 
ground we found them on, was extremely favour- 
able to the nature of their troops; and that we 
drew them into, as favourable to ours. The 


| ground we found them on, was calculated for 


cavalry, in which they comparatively abounded ; 

and that which we drew them into, as much * 
reverſe. In fine, admitting that the order I re- 
ceived was any one of the three referred to, and 
ſuppoſing we had been as perfectly acquainted 
with every yard of the country as we were utterly 
ignorant of it, I am happy to be able conſciouſly 
to pronounce, that were the tranſactions of that 
day to paſs over again,, there is no one ſtep I 
took which I would not again take. There is 
no one thing I did which does not demonſtrate 


that I conducted myſelf as an obedient, prudent, 


and, 
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and, let me add, ſpirited officer“; and! do from 
my ſoul ſincerely with, that a fte of inquiry, 


| compoſed of the ableſt ſoldiers in the world, were 
to fit in judgment, and enjoined to canvas with 


the utmoſt rigour every circumſtance of my con- 


duct on this day, and on their deciſion my repu- 


tation or infamy to be for ever eftabliſhed, There 
is, however, I confeſs, the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
believe (but for this omiſſion I am no ways reſpon- 


flible) that, had a proper knowledge of the theatre 


of action been obtained, as it might, and ought 
to have been, its nature and different ſituations, 
with their references ſtudied, and, in confequence, 
a general plan of action wiſely concerted and 
digeſted, a moſt important, perhaps a decifive 
blow might have been ftruck, . but not by adopt- 
mg any one meaſure that any one of my cen- 


ſurers has been fortunate enough to think of. I 


have already ſaid, that had we remained on the 
ground where the attack commenced, or on the 
margin of the firſt ravine, which General Wayne 
ſeems to think was a good poſition, we ſhould pro- 


bably have been loſt; and I believe I may ſafely aſſert 


that had we attached ourſelves to the ſecond poſi- 


This ſtyle, on ordinary occaſions, would appear a moft 
ne and diſguſting gaſconade ; but when a man's con- 
duct has been ſo groſsly miſrepreſented and calumniated, as 
wine has beer, the Aſt language is . in his 
defence, | 
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- tion, in front of Carr's houſe, reconnoitred by 
Monſ. Du Portail, on the hill which Colonel 
Hamilton was fo firongly prepoſſeſſed in favour of, 
and allowing our flanks to be ſecure in any of 
theſe poſitions, which it is evident they were not, 
ſecurity is the only thing we could have had to 
boaſt of. The ſecurity of the enemy would have 
been equally great; but any poſſibility of annoy- 
ing them we certainly had not. I aſſert, then, 
that if we had ated wiſely, it was our buſineſs to 
let one, two, or three thouſand paſs the laſt ravine, 
in the tear of which, and on the eminence pointed 
out to me by Mr. Wikoff, and to General Waſh- 
ington by Colonel Ray“, the main body of our 
army was poſted, freſh and unfatigued; whereas 
thoſe of the enemy were extremely harraſſed, or, 
indeed, worn down to ſo low a degree of debility, 
that had they once paſled, they had little chance 
of repaſſing; the ground was commanding, and, 
to us, in all reſpects advantageous. A ſort of 
natural glacis, extending itſelf in our front, from 
the creſt of the eminence quite down to the ra- 
vine, over which there was only one narrowed paſs, _ 
the plain ſo narrowed as to give no play to the ma- 
nœ uvres of their cavalry; and at two or three 
hundred yards diſtance in the rear, a ſpace of 
: ground moſt happily adapted to the arrangement 


To theſe two gentlemen not a little credit for the — 
of the 28th of June? is due, 
= | "of 
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of a ſecond line“. This ground, from the natute 


of its front, is almoſt entirely protected from the. 
annoyance of the enemy's cannon; and, of courſe,. 


well calculated for the reſpiration of a body of 
troops, ſuch as my detachment was, fatigued, but 
not diſpirited by action, and the exceſhve heat of. 


the weather; here they might have taken breath; 


here they might have been refreſhed, and, in a 


very ſhort time, refitted at leaſt to act as a line of 
ſapport, which was all that in theſe circumſtances, 


could be neceſſary. I propoſed to the General 
to form them as ſuch, but was precipitately or- 


 Gered, and, I confeſs, in a manner that extremely 


ruffled me, to three miles diſtance in the rear. 

; Thus, in my opinion, was a moſt glorious 
opportunity loſt; for what followed on both ſides 
was only a diſtant unmeaning inefficacious can- 
nonade; and what has been ſo magnificently ſtiled 
2 purſuit, was no more than taking up the 
ground which the Britith troops could not poſſibly, 


and were not (their principle being retreat) 


tereſted to maintain. 


it may be objeQed, that a part of my detachment there, 
under Scott and Maxwell, had already filed off in the ver," 
but they might eafily have been brought up. It is evident 


they might, as not long afterwards a part of them were ordered, 
and did march up. It muſt be abſerved, that I myſelf was. 


totally! ignorant that any part of them had filed off; but thoſe 
Thad wich me would have formed a 5 f ine of 
reſerve, 1g 2 | ae eat 


P. S. 


„ 


64. 
. F. K sad wicked and low artifices] 


daring my tryal, were uſed to render me unpopu- 
lar. One of the principal was, to throw out that 


had endeavoured, on every occaſion, to depreciate 


the American valour, and the character of their 
troops. There never was a more impudent falſe- 
hood; I appeal to my letters addreſfed to Mr. 
Burgoyne to the whole tenor of my converſation, 


both previous and ſubſequent to the commence- 
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ment of the preſent war, and to all my publica- 
tions. It is true, I have often heavily lamented, 
as to me it appears, the defeQive conſtitution of 
the army; but I have ever had the higheſt opinion 
of the courage and other good qualities of the 
Americans as ſoldiers; and the proofs that my 


opinion was juſt, ate numerous and ſubſtantial, | 


To begin with the affair of Bunker's hill, I may 


venture to pronounce that there never was a more 


dangerous, a more execrable fituation, than theſe 
brave and unfortunate men (if thoſe who die in 
the glorious cauſe of Liberty can be termed un- 
fortunate) were placed in; they had to enedunter 

With a body of troops, both in point of ſpirit- 

and diſcipline, not to be ſurpaſſed in the whole 
world, headed by an officer of experience, intre- 
pidity, coolneſs, and deciſion. The Americans 


vVere compoſed, in part, of raw lads and old men, 
half armed, with no practice or diſcipline, com- 


manded without order, and God knows by whom. 5 
Yet what was the event? It is known to the 
* 5 world, 


+ 
| 
. 
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* FREE the Britiſh troops, notwithſicadivg. 
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their” addreſs and gallantry, were moſt n 
handled, and almoſt deſeatedx. 
The troops under the command of. an 


Montgomery, i in his expedition againſt St. John's, | 


Chambhy, and inte Canada, who were chiefly: 
compoſed of native Americans, as they were from 
the Eaſtern State, diſplayed, by his own account, 

in a letter I received from that- illuſtrious young 


man, not only great courage, but 2 and enter». 
5 . . 


The aſſan}t under Ar nold, on 0 1 —_ 


1 Quebec, was an attempt that would have 


ſtartled the moſt approved veterans; and, if they 
miſcarried, it cannot be attributed to à deficieney 


of valour, but to want of proper Information; of 
the circumſtances of the place. 

The defence of Sulivan's-Ifland, by Colonel 
Menibitie, might be termed an ordeal. The garri- 


fon, both men and officers, entirely raw; the 


fire furious, and of a duration almoſt 8 ex- 
ample; their ſituation extremely critieal and 
dangerous, for the rear was in a manner open; 


and if General Clinton could, as it was expected, 


„»The Colonels Stark, Preſcot, Ea. Gardner, Read, 


| Nixon, and the two Brewers, were entitled to immortal honour 
- fpr their action on that day; but, according to the uſual juſtice 


ei the writers of news- papers and Gazettes, their names have 
ace been mentioned on the occaſion. OY 


have 
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have landed: 8 iſland, hwy were no reſources | 
but in the laſt deſperate reſolutions. 

With reſpect to the tranſactions on York and 
Long-iſland, I muſt be ſilent, as I am ignorant 
of them; but, from ſome obſervations after L 
Joined the army, TI have reaſon to think the fault 
could not have been in the men, or in the com 
mon bulk of officers. a 

Even the unhappy buſineſs of Fort Waſhington; 
which was attended with ſuch abominable con- 
ſequences, and which brought the affairs of Ame- 
rica to the brink of ruin, when the circumſtances 
are well confidered, did honour to the officers and 
men, devoted to the defence of this worthle and 
” riheuiohs favourite. 

The defence of Red- Bank, by Colonel Green; : 
and Mud-Ifland, by Colonel Smith, forced a con- 
feſſion, even from the moſt determined infidels on 
this point, of the Britiſh officers, to the honour 
of American valour. I have often heard them 
allow, that the defence of theſe two places ver 
really handſome things —that no men could have done 
better; which, from unwilling mouths, is no ſmall 

panegynck. 
The victory gained by Stark, at e 
and the capture of Mr. Burgoyne's whole army, 
by Gates and Arnold, are, above all, conviaciag 
arguments of what excellent ingredients, in all 
reſpects, the force of America is compoſed. 

: N = 
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The detail of what paſſed lately on Rhode - Inand 
is not yet come to my knowledge; but, from all 
I dave been able to collect, the men and offivery 
exhibited great valour and facility, as did their 
General, diſcretion, calmneſs, and good conduct. 
Upon the whole, I am warranted to. ſay, what I. 
always thought, that no diſgrace or calamity has 
fallen on the arms of America through the whole 
courſe of the war, but what muſt be antibuted: to 
fome other cauſe than to the want of valour, of 
diſpoſition to obedience, or to any other military 
defect in the men, or the general maſs of their 
officers in their different ranks; and I ſolemnly 
declare, that was it at my choice to ſelect from 
all the nations of the earth to form an excellent 
and perfect army, I would, without heſitation, 
give the preference to the Americans. By publiſh- 
ing this opinion, I cannot incur the ſuſpicion of 
paying my court to their vanity, as it is RE 
the language I have ever held. 8 
have been told, that one of the crimes. io 
puted- to me, is my entertaining a high opinion 
of the Britiſh troops. If this is a crime, | am 
ready to acknowledge it. There were times, I 
confeſs, when the promulgation of ſuch an opini- 
on would have been impolitic, and even criminal]; 
but in theſe times, it is notorious to the world that 
my conduct was the reverſe. Every thing I wrote, 
every thing I ſaid, tended to inſpire that confidence 


in eie e own frength, which it was thought the 
Americans 
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Americans chte and it is believed, that what 1 
| ſaid, and what I wrote, had no inconſiderable ef- 
: fact; but now, circumſtanced as we are, I cannot 
Weise the danger, or even impropriety, in 
ſpeaking of them as they deſerve, particularly as 
their excellence redounds to the honour of Ame- 
rica. I could not help, whilſt I was priſoner, be- 
ing aſtoniſhed at the bad policy and ſtupidity of 
ſome of the Britiſh officers, who made it their con- 
ſtant buſineſs to depreciate the character of the 
Americans in point of courage and ſenſe. I have | 
often expreſſed my aſtoniſhment, making a very 
natural obſervation to them, that if the perſuaſion 
of their opponents cowardice and folly were efta- 
bliſhed in the world, the great merits they them 
ſelves pretended to muſt, at the ſame time, be ut- 
terly deſtroyed, That Thave a very great opinion of 
the Britiſh troops, I make no ſcruple to confeſs, 
and unleſs I had this opinion of them, I do not ſee 
what ground I could have for my eulogiums on 
American valour, This is a truth, finals and 
clear as the day; but be it as it will, it is now moſt 
certain, let the courage and diſcipline of the Biitiſſ 
troops be as great as imagination can paint, there 
is at preſent no danger from either the one or 
the other. The dangers that now threaten, are 
from other quarters; from the want of temper, 

moderation, economy, wiſdom, and deciſion 

amongft ourſelves; from a childiſh eredulity'; ; and, 


S S's: in 


446) 


4 conſaquence of it, a — to commit acts 
of the higheſt injuſtice on thoſe who have deſerved 
eſt at the hands of the community; but | abave 
all, from the dire& oppoſites to thoſe qualities, 
virtues, and principles, without which it is impoſſi- 
ble that the mode of government eſtabliſhed 
ſhould be ſupported for the tenth part of a cegtu- 
TY. Thefe, I aſſert, are now the proper objects of 
our apprehenſions, and not any real or ſuppoſed 
excellence in the armies of Great Britain, who has 
infinitely more reaſon to fear for her awn. indepen- 
dence, than to hape for the ſubjugation of yours. 
- mk Clinton's letter, which has juſt appear- 
ed, has ſo wonderful an accord with the above 
dy, that I make no doubt but that ſome acute 
gentleman, may inſinuate that it furniſhed the hints 
but I can appeal to more than fifty gentlemen of 
this city, or officers of the army, to whom it was 
read, previous to the publication of General Clin- 
ton's letter, whether a fingle ſyllable has been ad- 
ded or varied, the concluſion of the poſiſcript ex- 
cepted, which has no reference to d the . o& 
Monmouth. - | | 


IT was a conſiderable time before Congreſs | 
took the Generals trial under their conſideration, 
n which. our unfortunate. hero continued 
ES | ſmarting 
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ities under the frow ns of fortune and the ma- 
| lignant tongues of men; and to add to his ſuffer» 
ings in this flate of ſuſpenſe, he received a letter 
from Colonel Laurens, one of General Waſhing» 
ton's aids, informing him, that, in contempt ox 
decency and truth, he had publickly abuſed Gene» 
ral Waſhington | in the groſſeſt terms.;” that, © the 
relation in which he ſtood to him, forbade him to 
paſs ſuch conduct unnoticed ; he therefore de- 


maaded the ſatis faction which 8 entitled to; 


and deſued, that as ſoon as General Lee fhouldd 
think himſelf at Kberty, he would . time 
and place, and name his weapons.” Withoue 
heſitation this was accepted; and the General 
made choice of a hrace of piſtols, declining the 
ſmall ſword, becauſe he was rather in a weak flate 
of body, having lately reccived a fall from a horſe, 
and alſo taken a quantity of medicine to bale 
a fit of the gout, which he apprehended. They 
met according to appointment, and- diſcharged 
their piſtols, when General Lee received a flight 
wound in his fide ; and it hath been ſaid, that 


on this occaſion, he diſplayed the greatel fortitude 
and courage. 


Shortly after, the proceedings of the court Mare 


tial on his trial came under conſideration in 


Congreſs, and produced debates for ſeveral even- 
ings; but, finally, the ſentence was confirmed. 
The General was much diſſatisfied with it, and his 
en extremely imbittered againſt one of the tem» 


= 
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bers, Mr. William Henry Drayton, of South Caro- 


lina. This gentleman's conduct was vituperated 
by Lee in the ſevereſt language, becauſe he op- 
poſed in Congreſs a diviſion of the ſeveral charges 
brought againſt him, but argued and inſiſted up- 
on lumping them all together, to be decided by 
one queſtion. In this he was ingeniouſly and 
-warmly oppoſed by a very amiable and worthy 
gentleman, Mr, William Paca, a late governor | 
of Maryland. Here we muſt obſerve, that prior 
to this, Mr. Drayton was by no means one of the 
. General's favourites; he had taken ſome unneceſ- 
ſary liberties with his character, in a charge which 
he delivered as chief juſtice to a grand jury in 
Charles-Town, South Carolina. His temper thus 
- exaſperated, he could no longer refrain from em- 
phatically expreſſing his ſenſe of the injuries he 
had received from Mr. Drayton. Theſe were de- 
livered, intermixed with threatning language, to 
Mr. Hutſon, his colleague and friend, who com- 
municated the ſame. A correſpondence enfued, 
ſo remarkable for its poignancy of reply, as may 
be worth preſerving. in theſe mem 44; 15 
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SIR; 
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SR, . Philadelphia, Feb. 3d, 1759. 


MY colleague, Mr. Hutſon, hath this day men- 

tioned to me, a converſation you had with him, 
in which you expreſſed yourſelf as injured by a 
miſrepreſentation of your conduct immediately 


preceding your captivity by the enemy, ina charge 
I had the honour to deliver, as Chief Juſtice, to the 


Grand Jury of Charleſtown, South Carolina: 


muſt inform you, Sir, that, on the one harid, 
| have been repeatedly affured the repreſentation 
then made was à true one; and that, on the. 
other hand, I have alſo been affured, that i it was 


>. not founded on fact; and that, immediately up- 
on this latter aliens in South Carolina, I took 


that ſtep which was moſt likely to lead me to a 
certainty on the ſubje&, with the avowed deſign, 
that if I had injured your reputation, I might be 


enabled to make the moſt ample reparation ; but 


1 did not receive the neceſſary materials. .'Thoſe 
fentiments of propriety which dictated the firſt 
advance on my part then, to acquire them now 


dictate a like conduct when another opportunity 


ſeems to open itſelf for my arriving at truth, and 
to do that juſtice which the cafe may require. 
And I do aſſure you, that if I can be enabled to 
declare, that you did not violate the orders of the 


commander. in chief, reſpecting your Junction 
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with him, when he had retreated to the Delaware 
in 1776, Iſhall not only do fo in the moſt pointed 

terms, but beg your pardon for having, through 
error and milcepreſentatiqn, pabllhed the con- 

trary. 

„ this 3 I wrote to Major Eaftace on 
the 6th of January 1778, when I was in Charleſ- 
town, and had no proſpect of coming to this part 
of the Continent; and a copy of the correſpon- 

dence between him and myſelf on the occaſion 
I Vill lay before you, if you deſire to ſee it. 

Thoſe principles of honour which muſt make 

Fou feel an injury, make me feel even an idea of 
having done an injury, and impels! me to make a 

+ reparation where it is due. 

«7 | Jam, Sir, 

Hans + 7 - * Your meſt obedient Servant, 

r WI. ne DRAYTON. 
Ai bes de 


Sig, 5 | | Philadelphia, Feb. $th, 1779. 
1 SHOULD have done myſelf the honour of 
= anſwering your letter yeſterday, but was pre- 
vented by a variety of buſineſs. If I have violat- 
ed any orders of the commander in chief, to 


bm, and the Congreſs only, am [ reſponſible; 
but 
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but certainly am not amenable to the vitunal 
of Mr. William Henry Drayton. 1 ſhall therefore 
-remain entirely indifferent whether you are 


_ pleaſed to think or dream that I deſignedly threw 


myſelf into the hands of the enemy, or whether 
I was not taken by a concurrence of unfortunate 
circumſtances, ſuch as happen in the courſe of 
all wars. The only remark I ſhall make on your 
extraordinary requiſition, that I ſhould clear .my 
ſelf on this point to you ſimply, Mr. William 
Henry Drayton, whom I cenſider but as a mere 
common member of Congreſs, is, that you pay 


a very ill compliment to the General. You muſt 


. ſuppoſe him either miſerably deficient in under- 
ſtanding, or in integrity as a ſervant of the pub- 

lic, when you ſuppoſe that he would ſuffer A 
man, for a ſingle day, to act as his ſecond in 

command, whom he knows to be guilty of ſuch 
abominable military treaſon. This ingenious ſup- 
polition, therefore, is, in my opinion, a greater 
affront to the General chan to myſelf. 

[am fincercly concerned that my friend Euſtace 
ſhould have degraded himſelf ſo far as to enter 
into any diſcuſſion of this matter with Mr. Wil- 
liam Henry Drayton; and I ſhall reprimand him 
for not underſtanding his own dignity better. 
I ſhall now only take the trouble of adding, that 
if you can reconcile your conduct in ſtepping out 
of the road, (as lam informed you did i in your 
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charge to the grand jury, to aggravate the caia- 
mities of an unhappy man, who had ſacrificed 
every thing to the cauſe of your country, and, as he 
then conceived, to the rights of mankind, who had 
ſacrificed an ample, at leaft an eaſy and indepen- 
dent fortune, the moſt honourable connections, 
great military pretenſions, his friends and relations : 
I fay, if you can reconcile your ſtepping out of the 
road to aggravate the calamities of a man who had 
notoriouſly made theſe ſacrifices, and who, at the 
very time you was diſplaying your generous 
_ eloquence, had no leſs than five centinels on his 
perſon, and was ſuffering extremely in body and 
mind If you can, I repeat, reconcile ſuch a pro- 
cedure to common humanity, common ſenſe, or 
common decency, you muſt ſtill be a more ſingu- 
N lar perſonage than the public at preſent conſider 
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uy I am, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient, 

1 * ES. Humble Servant, . 7 
=_ CHARLES LEF. | 
-William Henry Drayton, Eſ  ' | 


I 
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$1, 1 Philadelphia, Feb. Sch, 175g · 
AT nine o'clock laſt night, I received yours 
f the fifth inſtant, in anſwer to mine of the 
1 But as I have neither time or inclination 
t2 enter into a competition, whether Mr. Charles 
Lee, or Mr. William Henry Drayton, can raiſe 
the moſt ingenious ſuppoſition, ſay the keeneſt 
thing, and pen the moſt finiſhed period with 
' parentheſis; nor ambition to carreſpond with 
you in your ſimple character of Mr. Charles Lee, 
whom I cannot conſider but as legally diſgraced 
| for being guilty of abominable military treaſon, 
again} a community ef the moſt liberal, juſt, and 
generous, and, I muſt add, merciful people on 
the face of the globe: I ſay, perfectly fatisfied 
with my ſimple character of Mr. William Henry E 
Dray ton, “a mere common member of Con- 
greſs,” and © a mere Chief Juſtice of South 
Carolina,” I ſhall do myſelf the honour, out of 
breath as I am with parentheſes, to make only one 
_ abſeryation in reply, abſolutely terminating the 
correſpondence on my part, That, I verily be- 
lieve we equally remain entirely indifferent with 
reſpect to what either is © pleaſed to think or 
dream.” And now finally, taking my leave of 
Mr. Charles Lee, with common decency from 
reſpect to my ſimple character, 
I ſubſcribe my ſelf, Sir, © 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
5 WI. HENRY DRAYTON. 
Major Charles Lee. | 
SIR, 


Cay 


WE. 3 Philadelphia, March une 1779, 

As I have now ſettled all my affairs, and as 
FF am given to underſtand that you probably. 
may ſoon ſet out for South Carolina, I take the 
liberty of addreffing this letter to you, which is 
to clofe our corre ſpondence for ever. Until ,very 
lately, I was taught to conlider you only as a fan- 
taſtick, pompous dramatis perſona, a mere malvelio, 
never to be fpoke or thought of but for the 
ſake of laughter; and when the humour for 
laughter ſubſided, never to be ſpoke or thought 
of mote. But I find I was miſtaken; I ind that 
you-are as maliznant a fcoundrel as you are uni- | 
ver ſally allowed to be a ridiculous and diſguſting 
coxcomb, | 
ou are pleaſed to 37. Qi I am legally diſ- 

graced; all that I ſhall ſay in reply is, that I am 
able confidently to pronounce, that every man 
of rank in the whole army, every man on 
the Continent, who had read the proceedings of 
the Court Martial (perhaps indeed I might except 
Mr. Penn of North Carolina, and Dr. Scudder 
of the Jerſeys, with a few others about their 
5 ſize in underſtanding), is of the opinion, that 
the ſtigma is not on him on whom the ſentence 
Was paſſed, but on thoſe who paſſed this abſurd, 
Iniquitous, and prepoſterous ſentence; for, to be 
1 Juſt, I do not believe you quite blockhead enough 
to think the charge had a ſhadow of report; 
and if, by fone wonderful metamorphoſis 8, you 


ſhould 


4 


ſhould 6 an . man, you will n 

it. As to the confirmation of this curious ſentence, | 
: Ido not conceive myſelf at. liberty to make any 

comments on it, as.it.is an affair of Congreſs, for 

which body Jever had, and ought to have a pro- 

found reſpect. I ſhall only lament that they are, 

diſgraced by ſo foul a member as Mr. William f 

Henry Drayton. You tell me the Americans are the 

moſt merciful people on the face of the earth: 1 

think ſo too; and the ſtrongeſt inſtance of it is, 

that they did not long ago hang up you, and 

every advocate for the ſtamp- act; and do not | 
Y flatter yourſelf, that the preſent virtuous airs of 5 ; 
AF patriotiſm you may give yourſelf, and your hard. 

: | laboured letters to the Commiſſioners and the King, 
will ever waſh away the ſtain, If you think the 
terms I make uſe of harſh or unmerited, my friend 
Major Edwards is commiſſioned to 8 out Yout: 
remedy, 


„ CHARLES LEE. 3 
Willam Henry Drayton, Eſq. . 


& 


THIS correſpondence, which produced nothing 
but inkſhed, being finiſhed, the General retired | 
to his plantation | in Berkeley county, Virginia, 
where, 
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dic ſtill irritated with the ſeueridous attacks - 
he had met with from ſeveral writers and- others - 


in Philadelphia, he could not forbear giving vent 


to the bitterneſs of his feelings; and in this miſ- 


anthropic diſpoſition, compoſed a ſet of queries, 
which he ſtyled Political and Military. Theſe he 


ſent by one of his aids to the printers of Philadel- 


phia, for publication; but they thought it impru- 


dent to admit them into their papers, as General 


Waſhington poſſeſſed the hearts and admiration of 
every one: he therefore applied to the editor of 
the Mary land Journal at Baltimore, who indulged 
him with their inſertion. The queries no ſooner 
made their appearance, but a conſiderable diſturb- 
ance took place among the citizens of Baltimore: 


the printer was called upon for the author, and 


obliged to give up his name. General Reed, then 
Preſident of the State of Pennſylvania, conceiving 
himſelf to be injured, publiſhed the ſubſequent - 


Piece for his Juſtification, 


THE aſperſions which have been thrown on 


my own character from the preſs, I have ever 
deſpiſed too much to take the leaſt notice of them; 


but-when a molt valuable and amiable character | 


1 ee . me, I think it my duty to 
is 1 remark 


1 
mark f it, and guard the publie em error, even 


in opinion. 
In a ſet of queries, ed to leſſen the che- 


racter of General Wathington, in a late paper, 
I am alluded to ſo particularly as not to be miſ- 
taken, and quoted, as having furniſhed evidences © 
under my own hand, that General Waſhington '- 
was not the diſtinguiſhed character the addreſſes 
of the Council of this State had repreſented ;. from 


which an inference is to be drawn prejudicifll to 


the General in point of ability, and the Council in 


conſiſtency, ſo far as I had any ſhare in thoſe ad- 


dreſſes. This infinuation I therefore think it my | 
duty to contradict ; and, though the ſanctity of 
private and confidential correſpondence has been 
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groſly violated on this occaſion, I ſhould have paſſ- 


ed it by, if the fact had not been as grofsly miſs | 


Rated. 


I he only ground on which this inſinuation can 5 
be made, aroſe from the following circumſtance: 


In the fall, 1776, I was extremely anxious that 
Fort Waſhington ſhould be evacuated; there was 
a difference in opinion among thoſe whom the 


General conſulted, and he bin more than 


I ever knew him on any other occaſion, and more 


than I thought the public ſervice admitted, Know- 
ing that General Lee's opinion would be a great 
ſupport to mine, I wrote to him from Hackinſack, 


ſtating the caſe, and my reaſons, and, I think, 
| urging him to join me in ſentiment at the cloſe of 


my 


( 5 „* 


my letter; and, alluding to the p particular alen a 

then before me, to the beſt of my fecollection, I: 
added this ſentence : © With a thouſand good and 

great qualities, there is a want of deciſion to com- 


plete the perfect military character.“ 


Upon this ſentence, or one to this effect, TER 


in haſte, in full confidence, and in great anxiety 
for the event, is this ungenerous ſentiment. intro- 


duced into the world. The event but too fully 


juſtified my anxiety ; for the fort was ſummoned 


that very day, and ſurrendered the next. 1 
abſolutely deny that there is any other ground 


but this letter; and if there is, let it be produeed. 


; E have now only to. add, that though. General 
Waſhington ſoon after, by an accident, knew of 


this circumſtance, it never leſſened the friend- 


ſhip which ſubſiſted between us. He had too 


much greatneſs of mind to ſuppoſe himſelf incapa- 
ble of miſtakes, or to diſlike a faithful friend, 


win ſhould, note an error with ſuch circumſtances 
of reſpect, and on ſuch an occaſion. I have 


ſince been with this great and good man, for 


ſuch he is, at very critical moments; and Lage. 


I ſhall not be ſuſpected of unbecoming adulation,. 
when I aſſure my countrymen, (ſa far as my 


opinion is thought of any conſequence), that 
they may repoſe themſelves in perfect confidence 
on his prudence and judgment, which are equal 
to any circumſtances ;—and that repeated experi- 
enge: 


Lag 
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| ence or the value of his' opinions; have inſpitec 
him with more dependence on them than his 
modeſty and diffidence would in ſome caſes for- 

merly admit. Time will ſhew, whether his ene- 
mies will not find themſelves diſappointed in their 
attempts to ſhake the public confidence, and 
leſſen a character of ſo much worth, to S 
private, violent reſentments. 8 


JOSEPH REE D. 
Philadelphia, July 14:b, 1779. b 


TO judge of the propriety of General Reed's 
performance, it will be neceſſary to refer the 
reader to his letter in page 277, which is a true 
copy from the original, in his own hand writing. 

ee remained at his retreat living in a ſtyle 
peculiar to himſelf, in a houſe more like a barn 
than a palace. Glaſs windows and plaiſtering 
would have been luxurious extravagance, and 
his furniture conſiſted of a very few neceſſary 
articles; indeed he was now {6 ruſticated, that he 
could have lived in a tub with Diogenes: hows 
ever he had got a few ſelect valuable authors, and 
theſe enabled him to paſs away his time in this 
obſcurity, 
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obſcurity. In the fall, 1982, he began to be 


weary with the ſameneſs of his ſitua tion; and ex- 


periencing his unfitneſs for the management of 


country buſineſs, he came to a determination to. 


ſell his eſtate, and procure a little ſettlement 


near ſome ſca- port town, where he might learn 
What the world was doing, and enjoy the conver- 


ſation of mankind. 8 
His farm, though an excellent tract of land, 

rather brought bim in debt at the end of wy 

year, and added to the difficulties he laboured 


under, It is nb wonder, then, he was inclined 


to relinquiſh his preſent ſyſtem of life. He left 
Berkeley, and came to Baltimore, where he ſtaid 
near a week with ſome old fi tends, and then took 
his leave for Philadelphia. 


It is preſumed he now found a difference be- : 


tween 4 General in command, and one deſtitute 


of every thing but the name; for we do not 


find lum entertained at the houſe of any privat 

citizen. He took lodgings at an inn, the ſign af 
the Conveſtigoe waggon, in Market-ſtreet. After 
being three or four days in the city, he was 
taken with a ſhivering, the forerunner of a fever, 
which put a period to he 2 October 2d, 


A friend of the Editor's v was at the | inn when 
he took his departure from this world. The ſer- 


vants informed him that General Lee was dying: 


upon which he went into the room; he was then 
5 : ſtruggling 
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ſtruggling with the king of terrors, and ſeemed ts 


have loſt his ſenſes; the laſt words he heard him 
| ſpeak were, Stand by me, my brave grenadiers P” 


The citizens of Philadelphia, calling to remem- 
brance his former ſervices, appeared to be much 


affected at his death. His funeral was attended | 


with'a very large concourſe of people, the clergy 
of different denominations, his excellency the pre- 
ſident of Congreſs, the preſident, and ſome mem- 

ers of the council of the commonwealth of Penn- 
ſylvania, his excellency the miniſter plenipoten- 
tiary of France, M. Marbois ſecretary to the em- 


baſſy, the miniſter of finance, General baron de 


Viominil, duke de Lauſam, the miniſter of war, 
and ſeveral other officers of diſtinQion both in Le 


French and American army. 


From what hath been obſerved i in theſe me- 


moirs, we may with juſtice affirm, that General 


Lee was a great and ſincere friend to the rights 
and liberties of mankind, and that it was this grand 
principle which led him to take part on the fide 


of America. It appears, that, from his youth, he was 


bred up with the higheſt regard for the noble ſenti- 
ments of freedom; his education and reading 
Krengthened them; the hiſtorians and orators of 
Greece and Rome, with whom he was conſiderably 


converſant, added to the ſacred flame; and his 


travels in muy parts of the world did not tend 
8 diminiſh it. 
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When a boy, he was ſent to an fey in Swif- 
zerland, and he has frequently ſaid to his friends, 
that he was there ftruck with the general happineſs, 
affluence and eaſe diffuſed throughout that coun- 
try, notwithſtanding its natural diſadvantages of 
ſoil and climate. In one of his letters, he expreſf- 
es himſelf in this manner: When I was quite 
young in Switzerland, I could not help comparing 
the robuft well olothed commonalty of this coun- 
try, with their miſerable neighbours of France, a 
pot upon: which nature ſeems to have taken pains 
to confer her favours. To France, Nature-has 
-given the moſt fruitful ſoil, which produceth not 
only every neceſſary, but every luxury of life. She 
has given to its people a lively, active, enterpriſing 
genius, a climate upon the Whole the beſt of the 
vorld— To the Swiſs, ſhe bequeathed rocks, moun- 
- tains, and, as it is thought, very inferior mental fa- | 
culties; and yet the Swils are rich, happy and reſ- 
pectable; the French, ſtarving and contemptible. 

In Italy, the contraſt betwixt the free, and thoſe 
Vbo are not free, is ſtill more remarkable ; I know 
very well, that the republics of Genoa and Venice 


I Are not in general allowed to be free ſtates. Mon- 


: fieur Monteſquieu has demonftrated that they are 
not free; but there is undoubtedly ſome excellence 
in them, which has eſcaped this wiſe man—ſhall I 
beg leave to hazard a conjecture ? They 4 have- no 
| BG 5 They have no . ; 
The 
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The General had read both men and books ; his 


tveattlog and travels were extenſive, and of courſe 
his manners eaſy and free of embarraſſment; fo 
that he was frequently accuſtomed to deliver his 
ſentiments and feelings without diſguiſe, from the 
firſt impreſſions, according to the nature of the ob- 
jects which preſented. | 
This liberality of conduct, and openneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, in a young country, cauſed many to doubt 
- of his belief in revealed religion; the common 
people, at laft, conſidered him as an atheiſt ; while 
"thoſe of a higher claſs were more indulgent to his 
8 principles. If we were to form a judgement on 


this ſubject, from his private correſpondence, we 


ſhould not accuſe him as totally deſtitute of reli- 
gious notions, for it appears that he entertained 
' fome grand and ſublime ideas of the Supreme Be- 
ing, and was ſtrongly perſuaded that no ſociety 
could exiſt without religion. 
' He has often aſſerted, that he thought the Chrit⸗ 
nan religion, unincumbered of its ſophiſtications, 
the moſt excellent, as comprehending the moſt di- 
vine ſyſtem of ethics, conſequently of a divine na- 
ture; but at the ſame time he diſapproved of the 
length and tediouſneſs of the liturgies of the vari- 
codus ſects. As to the dogmas, he gonſidered many 
of them abſurd, if not impious, and derogatory to 
the honour, dignity and wiſdom of the Godhead, 
or ginniſcient ruler and moderator of the. infinity of 
: ha that Sy us, 
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The General, in his perſon, was of a gentecl | 
make, and rather above the middle ſize; his re- 
markable aquiline noſe rendered his fics ſome- 
what diſagreeable. He was maſter of a moſt gen- 
teel addreſs; but, in the latter part of his life, be- 
came exceſſively negligent of the graces, both in 
his garb and behaviour. A talent for repartee, 
united with a quickneſs of penetration, created hirn 
many enemies. A character ſo eccentric and ſin- 
gular, could not fail of attracting the popular at- 
attention. His ſmall friends frequently paſſed ſevere 
criticiſms on his words and actions. Narrowly 
| watched, every little ſlip or failure was noticed, 
and repreſented to his diſad vantage. The objecti- 
ons to his moral conduct were numerous, and his 
great fondneſs for dogs brought on him the diſſike 
and frowns of the fair ſex : for the General would 
permit his canine adherents to follow him to the 
parlour, the bed-room, and ſometimes they might 
be ſeen on a chair next his elbow at table. | 
As the ladies are commonly againſt any tranſ- 
greſſions of the laws of decency and cleanlineſs, it is 
no wonder a ſhyneſs commenced between them and 
the General. This hath given ſome perſons an 
idea of his being averſe to women, which in reality 
was not the caſe ; for his life and poſthumous pa- 
pers will furniſh ſeveral examples of his early at- 
tachment to them; and a letter to him, from a 
Britiſh officer in Montreal, in 1774, convinces the 
Editor of his having been ſuſceptible of the ſame 
feelings with other men, and of his having fre- 


onently 


quently indulged himſelf in gallantry with the la- 
dies. During the winter,” ſays this officer, who 
was the General's intimate friend, .I took a trip 
to Quebec, where I paſſed ſeveral agreeable days 
with your queen. I delivered your compliments 
to her, and ſhe enquired particularly about you, 
e me to return them moſt ſincerely when- 
ever I wrote She is the ſame amiable creature, 
whoſe 'diſpoſition neither climate nor country can 
alter, and as ſtrongly attached to you as ever,” _ 
And his letter from Warſaw to Longs de- 
| monſtrates the ſame fact. 
There is great probability the General was ao | 
firſt perſon who ſuggeſted the idea that America 
-ought to declare herſelf independent. Whenhe was 
| ſent by the commander in chief to New-York, he 
behaved with ſuch activity and ſpirit, infoling the 
ſame into the minds of his troops and the peo- 
ple, that Mr. John Adams ſaid, © a happier expe- 
dition never was projected; and that the whole 
Whig world were blefling him for it.” About this 
time Doctor Franklin gave Mr. Thomas Paine, the 
celebrated author. of Common Senſe, an introduc- 
tory letter to him, in which were theſe words: 
© The bearer, Mr. Paine, has requeſted a line of 
introduction to you, which I give the more wil- 
lingly, as I know his ſentiments are not very dif- 
ferent from yours.“ A few days after, the Doctor 
Vrites again, © There is a kind of ſuſpenſe in 
men's minds here at . rag to ſee what 
F „ terms 
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terms will be offered from nagut expect 
none that we can accept; and when that is gene- 
rally ſeen, we ſhall be more unanimous ard more 
deciſive. Then your propoſed ſolemn league and 
- covenant will go better down, and perhaps 3 of 
Jour other ſirong meaſures adopted.“ In a letter to 
Edward Rutlege, Eſq. in the ſpring of 1776, then 
a member of the Continental Congreſs, the Gene- 
ral thus expreſſes himſelf, © As your affairs prof- 
per, the timidity of the ſenatorial part of the 
continent, great and ſmall, grows and extends it- 
fel. By the Eternal Gd, unleſs you declare 
yourſelves independent, eſtabliſh a more certain and 
fixed legiſlature than that of a temporary cour- 
teſy of the people, you richly deferve to be enſlav- 
ed, and I think far from impoſſible that it ſhould 
be your lot; as, without a more ſyſtematick inter- 
courſe with France and Holland, we cannot, we 
have not the means of carrying on the war.” 
There are other epiſtles of his, of a ſimilar ſpirit | 
and dition. 
The more we inveſtigate the General's character 
and conduct, the more conſpicuous his ſervices 
will appear. In the infancy of the American diſ- 
pute, we all find him continually ſuggeſting and 
forwarding plans for the defence of the country; 

and though he was a profeſſed enemy to a ſtand- 

ing army, he was always recommending a well 

regulated militia, This he conſidered as the natu- 

ral ſtrength of a country, and abſolutely neceſſary 
for its lafety and preſervation, 


He 


Ca 
| He has PEN” aſſerted, that a more perni- 
cious idea could not enter into the heads of the ci- 
tizens, than that rigid diſcipline, and a ſtrict ſubs 
jection to military rules, were incompatible with 
civil liberty; and he was of opinion, that when the 
bulk of a community would not ſubmit to the or- 
dinances neceſſary for the preſervation of military 
diſcipline, their liberty could not be of long con- 
tinuance. 

The liberty of every camonwealth muſt be pro- | 
tected ultimately by military force: Military force 
depends upon order and diſcipline : without order 
and diſcipline, the greateſt number of armed men 
are only a contemptible mob; a handful of regu- 
lars muſt diſperſe them. It follows then, that the 
citizens at large muſt ſubmit to the means of be- 
coming ſoldiers, or that they muſt commit the 
protection of their lives and property to a diſtinct 
body of men, who will naturally, in a ſhort time, 
fet up a profeſſional intereſt, ſeparate from the com- 
munity at large. To this cauſe we may attribute 
the ſubverſion of every free State that hiſtory pre- 
ſents to us. The Romans were certainly the firſt 
and moft glorious people that have figured on the 
face of the globe; they continued free longeſt. . 
Every citizen was a ſoldier, and a ſoldier not in 
name, but in fact; by which is meant, that they 
were the moſt rigid obſervers of military inſtituti- 

ons. The General therefore thought it expedient 
that every State in America ſhould be extremely 

F 2 8 careful 
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careful to perfect the laws relative to their militia ; 
and that, where they were glaringly defective, they 


ſhould be made more efficient; and that it ſhould 


be eſtabliſhed as a point of honour, and the crite- 
rion of a virtuous citizen, to pay the greateſt de- 
ference to the common neceſſary laws of a eamp. 

The moſt difficult taſk the Editor met with in 


collecting and arranging theſe Poſthumous Papers, 
aroſe from his deſire of not giving offence to ſuch _ 


characters as had been the object of the General's 


averſion and reſentment. Unhappily his diſap- | 
pointments had ſoured his temper; the affair of 


Monmouth, ſeveral pieces of ſcurrility from the 
preſs, and numerous inſtances of private flander 
and defamation, ſo far got the better of his philo- 
ſophy, as to provoke him in the higheſt degree, 
and he became, as it were, angry with all man- 


kind. | 


To this exaſperated diſpoſition we may impute 


the origin of his political queries, and a number 
of ſatirical hints thrown out both in his converſa - 


tion and writing, againſt the Commander in Chief. 
Humanity will draw a veil over the involuntary 
errors of ſenſibility, and pardon the fallies of a 
ſuffering mind, as its preſages did not meet with 
an accompliſhment, General Waſhington, by his 
retirement, demonſtrated to the world, that pow- 


er was not his object; that America had nothing to 


fear from his ambition; but that ſne was honoured 
with a ſpecimen of ſuch exalted patriotiſm as 


/ 


could 


i 


ils 


n 
N 


„ 
could not fail to attract the attention and admira- 
tion of the moſt diſtant nations. 

The reader will not wonder that General Lee, 
diſappointed in his career of glory, ſhould be con- 
tinually inculcating an idea of the extreme danger 
of truſting too much to the wiſdom of one, for the 
ſafety of the whole ;, that he ſhould conſider it as 
repugnant to the principles of freedom and repub- 


licaniſm, to continue for years, one man as com- 


mander in chief; that there ſhould be a rotation 
of office, military as well as civil; and though the 
commander of an army roll all the virtues of 


Cato, and the talents of Julius Cæſar, it could not 


alter the nature of the thing; ſince by habituating 
the people to look up to one man, all true republi- 


can ſpirit became enervated, and a viſible propenſi- 


ty to monarchia] government was created and foſ- 


| tered; that there was a charm in the long poſſeſſi- 


on of high office, and in the pamp and influence 
that attended it, which might corrupt the beſt dif 
politions. = 

Indeed it was the opinion of Marcus Aurelius, 
whoſe virtues not only honoured the throne, but 
human nature, that to have the power of doing 


much, and to confine that power to doing good, 


was a prodigy in nature. Such ſentiments of this 


divine prince, who was not only trained up in the 
ſchools of auſtere philoſophy, but whoſe elevated 


ſituation rendered him the moſt able judge of the 


difficulty there is in not abuſing extenſive power, 


5 when 
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when we have it in our hands, furniſh ſubſtantial 
arguments for not entruſting it to any mortal 
whatſoeyer. But while we are convinced of the 
juſtneſs of theſe ſentiments, we are led the more to 
reſpect and reverence our moſt diſintereſted Com- 
mander in Chief, who ſtands conſpicuous, with un- 


rivalled glory, ſuperior to the faſcinations which 


have overthrown many a great and noble mind. 
The editor conceives his preſent labours, in the 
compilation of this work, will be uſeful, and throw 


ſome light on the hiſtory of the late revolution 


a monument of the arduous ſtruggle, exhibiting 


a faithful and valuable collection of military and 


Political correſpondence. 


EDWARD LANGWORTHY, 


Baltimore, March 10h, 727. 
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A SKETCH OF A PLAN 
FOR THE 


Formation of a Military Colony. 


| WILL ſuppoſe the number to conſiſt of ten 
thouſand men, with their full proportion of offi- 


cers of different ranks, and children. There ſhall 
be no diſtinction made in the diſtribution of lands, 


betwixt the general officers and colonels; but as 


it appears that there ſhould, for the ſake of order, 


be ſome difference of property in the different 


claſſes of men, I would propoſe the following plan 
of diſtribution. When the capital is once fixed, 


immediately round it by lot Every colonel to have 


two thouſand five hundred acres; every lieutenant 


colonel two thouſand; major fifteen hundred; cap- 
tain one thouſand: lieutenants and enſigns ſeven 
hundred each; each ſerjeant three hundred; 


every rank and file two hundred. Another cir- 
cle drawn round it, containing the ſame number 
of acres, ſhall be in common, for the uſe of the 


whole community ; where cattle ſhall have the 


liberty 
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liberty of ranging beyond this circle. Another 
ſhall be drawn, of an equa] number of acres, with 
the ſame proportion of acres for every member of 
the community. So that every colonel will, in fact, 
be maſter of five thouſand acres, every lievtenant- 
colonel of four, every major of three, every cap- 
tain of two thouſand, and every rank and file of 
four hundred; one half within the capital pre- 
cinct, and the other half in what I call the po- 
mœrium of the State; the intermediate ſhall be 
allotted to the rearing of horſes for the public ſer- 
vice, and cattle, to form magazines for war. 

The lots in the pomcerium are intended f6t the 
children of the State, when they are of an age to 
ſettle and marry. As the colony is military, (as 
every colony ought to be, if they intend to be free), 
a conſtant exerciſed militia ſhall be kept up, but by 
annual rotation: for which purpoſe, the fifth part 
of the men fit to bear arms, from ſeventeen' to 


8 forty-five, ſhall be embodied for two months of 


the year, their manceuvres as ſimple as can be de- 
viſed: but no ſubſtitutes are to be allowed, on 
any pretence, but abſolute infirmity; and even 
- thoſe who are not embodied, ſhall in their certain 
diſtricts, be obliged to aſſemble every week, prac- 
tice ſome ſimple evolutions, ſuch as marching in 
front, retreating and rallying by their colours, and 
all firing at marks. LY 
Aftanding ſmall body of horſe, and of artillery, 
ſhall be conſtantly kept up at the public expence, 
| as 


LO. = | 
as theſe ſpecies of troops are not to be formed in 
an inſtant. An Agrarian law ſhall be paſſed, and 


rigidly obſerved, reſtraining abſolutely every mem- _ 


ber of the community from poſſeſſing more than 
five thouſand acres of land, not only within the 
precincts of the community, but any where elſe. 
No member of the community, unleſs he comes 
into the world deformed, or too weak to undergo 
the manly labours, ſhall be ſuffered to exerciſe ſe- 
dentary trades, ſuch as taylors, barbers, ſhoemak- 
ers, weavers, &c. &c. Theſe effeminate and vile 
occupations ſhall be allotted to women, to the 
weak, deformed, and to ſlaves. Agriculture, hunt» 
ing, and war, to be the only profeſſions of the menz 
to which may be added, the trade of ſmiths, cars 
penters, and thoſe which do not emaſculate. | 
But as there is reaſon to apprehend, that a na- 
tion merely of warriors, hunters, and agriculturers, 
may become extremely ferocious in their manners, 
ſome method ſhould be deviſed, of ſoftening, or 
counteracting this conſequential ferocity : I know 
of none equaliy efficacious with a general cultiva- 
tion and ſtudy of muſic and poetry; on which 
principle, I would propoſe, that muſic and poetry 
ſhould be the great regimen of the two moſt impor- 
tant articles of government, religion and war; all 
other good qualities might follow of courſe: for, 
without religion, n@warlike community can exiſt; - 
and with religion, if it is pure and unſophiſticated, 
all immoralities ate incompatible. Muſic and po- 
etry, 
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etry, therefore, which ought to be inſeparably 
blended, are the grand pivots of a real, brave, ac- 
tive, warlike and virtuous ſociety. This ide 
I am conſcious may ſhock quakers, puritans, and 
rigid ſectariſts of every kind; but I do not ſpeak to 
quakers, puritans, and rigid ſectariſts. At the firſt, 
and from the bottom of my heart, I deteſt and 
defpiſe them. I ſpeak to men and ſoldiers, who 
with and are able to aſſert and defend the rights of 
humanity ; and, let me add, to vindicate the cha- 
racer of God Almighty, and real chriſtianity, 
vhich have been fo long diſhonoured by ſectarifts 
of every kind and complexion; catholics, church 
of England men, preſbyterians, and methodifts. 
J could with, therefore, that the community of ſol- 
diers (who are to be all chriſtians) ſhould eſtabliſn 
one common form of worſhip, with which every 
member muſt acquieſce, at leaſt in attendance cn 
divine worſhip, and the obſervation of the pre- 
tcribed ceremonies; but this ſo contrived as not to 
ſhock any man who has been bred up in any of the 
different ſe&ts. For which reaſon, let all expofiti- 
ons of the ſcripture, and all dog mes be for ever 
baniſhed. Let it be ſufficient that he acknowledg- 
es the exiſtence, providence, and goodneſs of God 
Almighty ; that he reverences Jeſus Chriſt : but 
let the queſtion never be aſked, whether he conſi- 
ders J:ſus Chriſt as only a divine perſon, commiſſi- 
oned by God for divine Purpoſes, as the wn of God, | 


or 
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or 4600 en Theſe ſophiſtical ſubtilties on- 
ly lead to a doubt of the whole : let it be ſufficient 
thereſore that he believes in God, in his providence 
and in the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, whether a 
real God, or only a divinely inſpired mortal; for 
which reaſon, to prevent the impertinence and ill 
conſequences of dogmatiſing, no profeſſional prieſts 
of any ſort whatever ſhall be admitted in the com- 
munity. But ſtill I am of opinion, that a ſacred 
order, or hierarchy, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, and in 
the following manner: that this hierarchy are not 
to be expoſitors of the divine law, which ought to 
be underſtood by every member of common capa- 
city ; but as the ſervitors, or adminiftrators of the 
ſolemn ceremonies to be obſerved in the worſhip of 
the Supreme Being, of his Son, or miſſionary. 1 
The grand hierophant, pontifex maximus, or 
ſupreme ſervitor of the ceremonies of divine wor- 
ſhip, is to be choſen out of the community, and to 
be not under the age of fifty; the principal quali- 
flication requiſite in him, to be ſanctity of manners, 
a reverend aſpect, but, above all, a diſtinct and 
melodious voice. A body, or rather chorus of un- 
der prieſts, is to be ſelected likewiſe, for their inte- 
grity of manners, and ſkill in muſic; for as all 
dogmas, and of courſe all expoſitions, are baniſhed, 
ſuperior learning, or what is improperly underſtood 
to be learning amongſt the theologians of the mo- 
dern world, will be ſo far from a qualification, that 
it will rather he a diſqualification, particularly as 
the 
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the ceremonies are to conſiſt in poetical hymns of 


- praiſe and thankſgiving, ſet to muſic ; ſuch for in- 
ſtance as Pope's Univerſal Prayer, part of the Com- 


mon prayer, and many pieces felected from the 


Palms of David; for theſe long prayers with 
which all the churches of the different ſects are in- 
feſted, entering into ſuch minute details with God 


Almighty, as if he was your factor in a foreign 


country, have been juitly deemed by many wiſe 
.men, not only tirefome, but impious impertinen- 
A | 1 


Ablutions, ſuch as are practiced in the religions 


of the Eaft, ſeems to me to be really a divine inſti- 
tution. Theſe Eaſterns wiſely ſay, that a pure 


ſoul cannot inhabit a filthy body; that a purified. | 


body is the beſt ſymbol of a clean ſpirit ; that it is 
indecent and wicked to preſent yourſelf before 
your Creator in a dirtier condition than you ought 

- to appear in before an earthly ſuperior. Admit- | 
- ting theſe figures to be hyperbolical, the inſtituti- 
on certainly is extremely wife, as it contributes ſo 


efſentially to health, and the agreement of ſociety. 


-* Baths, or little fountains, at leaſt ſuch as are in uſe 
amongſt the Turks, to be eftabliſhed near the tem- 
ples of worſhip; and every communicant to waſh 
his hands, face, feet and teeth, before he enters 
the ſacred abode, The temples to be as magni- 


fcent as the circumſtances of the ſociety will 


admit. A grand religious concert of thankſgivings 
to be performed every Sunday; and two other 


days | 


„ 
days in the week, we will ſuppoſe Tueſdays and 
/ Fridays, but ſhorter, and with leſs pomp, for there 
is nothing fo impolitic, as to make pomp and cere- 

mony too frequent—they entirely loſe their effect. 
The tliankſgivings or hymns, therefore, on theſe 
common days, to be extremely ſhort, but ſenſible 
and energetic : long prayers, ſuch as the morning 
ſervices of the church of England, with the addi- 
tion ofa longunmeaning 3 hummed through 
the noſe perhaps of a crop- ſick parſon, who can 
ſcarcely read his own writing, or the ſtill more in- 
ſufferable cant of the puritan preachers, muſt be 
the bane of all religion; and I verily believe there 
is ſcarcely any one perſon, if they had the honeſty 
to confeſs it, man, woman, or child, who would 
not rather ſuffer conſiderable inconvenience than 
go either to a church, or a preſby terian meeting- 
houſe. In ſhort, the ceremonies of divine worſhip 
muſt be made ſolemn, pompous and elevating — 
but we will quit the 0 of religion, and paſs to 
the law. 
As an Agrarian law is to be eſtabliſhed, and 
rigidly obſerved, reſtraining every member of the 
community to the poſſeſſion of five thouſand acres; : 
and as the children of both ſexes are to inherit an 
equal portion (for this is to be a fundamental 
maxim), the moſt ſimple code may be extracted, 
for civil caſes, from the common laws of England, 
or from thoſe of Denmark, which appears to be 
excellent, A profe * —_ therefore will be 
dot 
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totally unneceſſary ; indeed, I-ſhould as ſoon think 
of inoculating my community for the plague, as 
admitting one of theſe gentlemen to reſide among 


us: all requiſite knowledge of the law will be a 
common accompliſhment of every gentleman. 
The Romans, in the ages of their ſimplicity, vir- 


tue and glory, had certainly none; the ſame men 
were their conſuls, pontifices, generals, and juriſ- 


conſuls. With reſpe& to criminal matters, 1 


would adopt Beccaria's ſcheme ;. its excellencies 
have been demonſtrated in the Tuſcan dominions. 


When the preſent Grand Duke acceded to the 


ducal throne, he found Tuſeany the moſt aban- 


doned people of all Italy, filled with robbers and 


aſſaſſins. Every where, for a ſeries of years pre- 
*vious to the government of this excellent prince, 
iwere ſeen gallows, wheels and tortures of every 
kind; and the robberies and murders were not at 


all leſs frequent. He had read and admired the 
Marquis of Beccaria, and determined to try the 


effects of his plan. He put a ſtop to all capital 


puniſhments, even for the greateſt crimes ; and the 
conſequences have convinced the wool of its 
"wholeſomneſs. The galleys, ſlavery for a certain 
term of years, or for life, in proportion to the 
erime, have accompliſhed what an army of hang- 
men, with their hooks, wheels and gibbets, could 
not. In ſhort, Tuſcany, from being a theatre of 
ihe greateſt c crimes and villanies of every ſpe- 
; 8 Sie, 
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cies, is become the ſaſeſt and beſt ants State 
of Europe. 
It is a known fact, that ſince the adoption of 
this plan, there have been but two murders com- 
mitted: one by a little boy of eleven years old, 
in a ſtroke of paſſion; and the other, not by a na- 
tive Italian ſubject, but by an Iriſn Officer. But 
if we had not this example, and that of the Em- 
Preſs Elizabeth, (who adopted the ſame plan, 
which had the ſame good effect) before our eyes, 
the inculcating an idea in a military people that 
death is the moſt terrible of all puniſhments, is 
certainly the moſt abſurd of ſoleciſms. Nothing 
great can be expected from a community which 
is taught to conſider it as ſuch. On the contrary 7 
death ought, as far as human nature will admit, to 
be made a matter of indifference; or, if poffible, 
one think it very poſſible) of comfart. 3 
have often laughed at the glaring contradiQian 
in the proceedings, in this article, in -the.Britifh 
armies, and others in Which J have ſerved. Bhave 
ſeen two or three wretches who had the misfortune 
to be detected in marauding, or attempting to de- 
ſert, taken out with awful form, .encircled-by a 
multitude who had been guilty of, or had:intend- 
ed to have committed the ſame crimes, but hap- 
pily had not been diſcovered ; the chaplain, in his 
gartonicals, telling them haw.dreadful a thing +it 
as for their ſouls to be divorced from their 
n and to be urged on to the tribunal of their 
5 G - Maker, 
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totally unneceſſary; indeed, Lſhould as ſoon think 
of inoculating my community for the plague, as 

admitting one of theſe gentlemen to reſide among 

us: all requiſite knowledge of the law will be a 

common accompliſhment of every gentleman. 

The Romans, in the ages of their ſimplicity, vir- 
tue and glory, had certainly none; the ſame men 
were their conſuls, pontifices, generals, and juriſ- 

conſuls. With reſpeck to criminal matters, I 

would adopt Beccaria's ſcheme; its excellencies 

have been demonſtrated in the Tuſcan dominions. 

When the preſent Grand Duke acceded to the 

ducal throne, he found Tuſcany the moſt aban- 
doned people of all Italy, filled with robbers and 
aſſaſſins. Every where, for a ſeries of years pre- 

Vvuoious to the government of this excellent prince, 

were ſeen gallows, wheels and tortures of every 
kind; and the robberies and murders were not at 
all leſs frequent. He had read and admired the 

Marquis of Beccaria, and determined to try the 

effects of his plan. He put a ſtop to all capital 

puniſhments, even for the greateſt crimes; and the 
conſequences have convinced the world of its 

*wholeſomneſs. The galleys, ſlavery for a certain 

term of years, or for life, in proportion to the 

crime, have accompliſhed what an army of hang- 
men, Sith their hooks, wheels and gibbets, could 

*not. In ſhort, Tuſcany, from being a theatre of 

the greateſt c crimes and villanies of every ſpe- 
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cies, is hecqme the ſafeſt And beſt ordered State 
of Raves. 
It is a known fact, that ſince the adoption of 
this plan, there have been but two murders com- 
mitted: one by a little boy of eleven years old, 
in a ſtroke of paſſion; and the other, not by a na- 
tive Italian ſubject, but by an Iriſn Officer. But 
if we had not this example, and that of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth, (who adopted the ſame plan, 
vhich had the ſame good effect) before our eyes, 
the inculcating an idea in a military people that 
death is the moſt terrible of all puniſhments, is 
certainly the moſt abſurd of ſoleciſms. Nothing 
great can be expected from a community Which 
is taught to conſider it as ſuch, On the contrary, 
death ought, as far as human nature will admit, to 
be made a matter of indifference, or, if poffible, 
(and I think it very poſſible) of comflict = 
I have often laughed at the glaring contradiction 
in the proceedings, in this article, in the ꝶritiſh 
Armies, and others in which I have ſerved, Bhave 
ſeen two or three wretches who had the misfortuge 
to be detected in marauding, or attempting to de- 
ſert, taken out with awful form, eneircled i hy a 
multitude who had been guilty of, or had intend- 
cd to have committed the ſame crimes, but hap- 
pily had not been diſcovered ; the chaplain, in his 
- gartonicals, telling them how dreadful a thing it 
Was for their ſouls to be divorced from their 
bodies, and to be urged on to the tribunal of their 
' Ws: . Maker. 
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Maker, with theſe horrid fins on their heads. A few 


hours afterwards, ſome., deſperate expedition or- | 


dered to be executed by the very men who had 


been preſent at the execution, who had committed, 


or had intended to commit, the very fame horrid 
crimes; and the officer appointed to command the 


expedition, as uſual harangues the ſoldiers; aſſures 
them that death is not a ſerious affair; that, as all 


men muſt ſooner or later die, it is of little moment 
when it happens. Thus it may be ſaid, we blow 
hot and cold with the ſame breath. I am there- 
fore abſolutely and totally againſt capital puniſh- 
ments, at leaſt in our military community, Let 
the loſs of liberty, and ignominy, be inculcated as 
the extreme of all puniſhments: common culprits 
therefore are, in proportion to the degree of their 
delinquency, to be comdemned to ſlavery, for a 
longer or ſhorter term of years; to public works, 


ſuch as repairing high ways, and public buildings, 


with ſome ignominious diſtinction of habit, denoting 


their condition. As to thoſe who have been guilty 
of crimes of a very deep dye, ſuch as wanton 
murder, perjury, and the like, let them be muti- 
lated, their ears cut off, their faces ſtamped with 
the marks of infamy, and whipped out of the 
State. . 
I paſs now to * 1 that exten- 
five trade is the ſource of riches, ſtrength, hap- 


pineſs and glory, is perhaps one of the greateſt 


miſtakes fand misfortunes which, modern ſocieties 
| labour 
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labour under. Without doubt certain cities, both 
of antiquity and the preſent world, from their pe- 
culiar ſituation and circumſtances, owed their ex- 

iſtence entirely to their commerce; ſuch as Tyre, 
Venice, and Holland: but I cannot conceive how 
a community of ſoldiers and agricultors, who have 
lands enough to cultivate, not only for their own. 
ſubſiſtence, but in a great meaſure for others, 
ſhould have occaſion for what is called great and 
extenſive commerce. I think, on the coutrary, 
that it muſt emaſculate the body, narrow the mind, 
and in fact corrupt every true republican and 
manly principle; nay, I think it muſt deſtroy all 
ſenſibility for real pleaſure and happineſs. Let 
any man of taſte or ſenſibility aſſociate only for a 
few months with commercial men, or reſide in a 
commercial city, he will find their converſation 
dull, languid, and ſtupid ; their pleaſures confin- 
ed to groſs eating and drinking; their only idea of 
mirth, to the roaring of ſome vile hoarſe ſinger ; 
and of wit, to the ſtory-teller of the club, or ſome 
wretched punſter, who lives on catches and crotch- 
ets. True muſic, elevating poetry, liberal hiſtory, 
and all polite literature; a competent acquaint- 
ance with theſe, is neceſſary for thoſe who have 
any ſhare of the legiſlature : I mean thoſe who are 
immediately entruſted with the executive or judi- 
cial powers, It is abſolutely requiſite to qualify 
every man of a liberal community for ſocial con- 
verſation. But although I object to profeſſional 
EE WY merchants 
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merchants being permitted to reſide in our govern- 
ment, it is certain that ſome degree of commerce 
or barter muſt be carried on, or agriculture and 
hunting ſtand ſtill, and of courſe idleneſs and all its 
attendant evils enſue. _ 

I would therefore Propoſe, that on A frontiers 
of the State, at leaſt once in the year, a grent fair 


ſhould be eſtabliſhed, to which merchants and ped- 
lars of all forts and nations ſhould be encouraged 
to reſort. This fair to continue three weeks or 'a 


month. 
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* is the general opinion, that the coup Zi 


does not depend upon ourſelves ; - that it is a 
| preſent of Nature; that practice will not give it 
to us; in a word, that we muſt bring it into the 


world with us, withaut which, the moſt piercing 
eyes ſee nothing, and we mul grope about in 
utter darkneſs. This is a miſtake: we have all the 
coup d'@il in proportion to the degree of under- 
ſtanding which it has pleaſed Proyidence to give 
us. It is derived from both; but what is acquir- 


ed, refines and perfects the natural, and experi- 


ence inſures it to us. It is manifeſt from the acti- 


ons and conduct of Amilcar, that he had it to a 


great and fine degree; for he poſſeſſed all the 
qualities requiſite for it, and in the greateſt point 
of perfection that perhaps ever any general carried 


them; as may be remarked in the war of Eryce, 


and that of the rebels of Africa. 
Before 
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Before I enter into the explication of the me- 
thod that ſhould be purſued to acquire this talent, 
falſely thought to be a gift of Nature, it is neceſ- 
ſary to define it.— The military coup dei, then, 

is nothing elſe than the art of knowing the nature 

and different ſituations of the country where we 
make and intend to carry the war; the advan- 
tages and diſadvantages of the camp and poſts 
that we mean to occupy ; as likewiſe thoſe which 
may be favourable or diſadvantageous to the 
enemy. By the poſition of our army, and the con- 
ſequences drawn from it, we may not only form 
with preciſion our deſigns for the preſent; but 
Judge of thoſe we may afterwards have. It is 
alone by this knowledge of the country into which 
we carry the war, that a great Captain can foreſee 5 
the events of the whole campaign, and, if it may” 1 
be ſo expreſſed, render himſelf maſter of themz | 
becauſe, judging from what he himfelf has done, 
of what the enemy muſt neceſſarily do, forced as 
they are, by the nature of the places, to regulate. 
their movements to oppoſe his deſigns, he conducts 
them from poſt to poſt, from camp to camp, to the 
very point he has propoſed to himſelf to infure vic- 
tory. Such, in a few words, is the military coup 
Fil, without which it is impoſlible that a General 
ſhould avoid falling into a number of faults of the 
. greateſt conſequence. In a word, there are little 
Hopes of victory if we, are deſtitute of what is called 
4-5 | | | the 


the-coup d'ail of war; and as the military ſcience is 


5 of the ſame nature with all others that require prac- 


tice to poſſeſs them in all the different parts that 
- compoſe them, this which I treat of, is, of all 
others, that which requires the greateſt practice. 

Philopœmen, one of the greateſt Captains that 
Greece produced, and whom an illuſtrious Roman 
has called the laſt of the Grecians, had the coup. 


dil in an admirable degree; but we ought not to. 


conſider it as a gift of Nature, but as the fruit of 
ſtudy, application, and his extreme paſſion for war. 
Plutarch informs us of the method he uſed to ena- 
ble himſelf to ſee with his own eyes, rather than 
thoſe of other people, when he was at the head of 
armies. The paſſage deſerves to be quoted. Y 
He willingly liſtened,” ſays the Greek author, 
4 to the diſcourſes, and read the treatiſes of the 
philoſophers; not all, but only thoſe which could 
aid him in his purſuit of virtue; and of all the great 
ideas of Homer, he ſought for, and retained thoſe. 
alone which could whet his courage, and animate. 
him towards great actions: and of all other lectur- 
ers, he preferred the treatiſes of Evangelus, called 
the Tactics, that is, the art of ranging troops in. 
order of battle; and the hiſtories of the life of 
Alexander; for he thought that language was of 
no further uſo than its reference to action, and that 
the only end of reading was to learn how to con- 
Gn ourſelves; unleſs we chuſe to read merely ta 
f paſs 
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piſs the time. or to farniſh- ourſelves aid the. 
means of keeping up idle and fruitleſs chat. 
When he had read the precepts afld rules of the 
tactics, he did not trouble his head about ſeeing 
the de monſtration of them by plans on paper, but 


, - rhade the appheation of them in the very ſcenes of 


action, and in open field; for, in his marches; he 
accurately obſerved the eminences and low places, 
tze breaks and irregularities of the ground, and 
all the forms and figures which battalions and 
ſquadrons ate obliged to take in conſequence of 
_ Tivtilets, ravines, and defiles, which force them tö 
cloſè of ekrend themſelves. In general, it appears, 
that Philopœmen had a very ſtrong paſſion for 
arms; that he embraced war as a profeſſion that 
gave greater play to his virtues; in a word, he 
deſpiſed all thoſe as idle and uſeleſs members of 
the community, who did not apply tnemtelven it 
1 | 


Theſe, in abridgment, are the moſt excellent . 


precepts that can be given to a prince; the gene- 
ral of an army, and every officer who wiſhes to 
aftive at the higheſt degree of military rank. This 
is the only method; and, as the tranſlator has ve- 

ry judiciouſly obferved; renders the putting the 
precepts into practice, on occaſion, more eaſy than 
by ſtudying the plans on paper. Plutarch accuſes, 
and even ſeverely cenſures Philopœmen for having 
carried his paſſion for arms beyond the bounds of 


moderation. Monl, Dacier does not fail to chime 
| | | in 


1 


in with him z ; bit, both the one and the other, 
_ without well knowing what they fay, have paſſect 
an unfair jutiSMment on this great captain; ag if 
the ſcience of war was not immenſe, and did nat 
| comprehend all others in its vortex; and as if, ta 
acquire a perfect knowledge of it, a long and la · 
borious application was not neceſſary. Plutarch 
was no ſoldier; his tranflator leſs ſo: it eſcaped 
both the one and the other, that Philopeemen was 
as learned as the greateſt part of the Grecian Gene- 
rals, and that he applied himſelf to the ſtudy of 
Philoſophy and hiſtory, ſo neceſſary for 
military men. Why, then, be offended that- 
a man ſhould apply and give himſelf entirely up to 
the ſtudy of the fetences which have a relation to 
his profeſſion? That of arms is not only moſt no- 
ble, but the moſt extenſive and profound; conſe- 
quently it demands the greateſt application. 
What this great Captain did to acquire the coup: 
dil, is extremely neceſſary and important for the 
command of armies, on which n the glory 6 
and ſafety of the State. L 
There is no doubt but that tactics, or the art d 
1 ranging armies in the order of battle, of encamp- 
ing and fighting them, is a moſt royal attainment. 
What could be the reaſon that Hannibal ranked 
Pyrrhus king of the Epirots, before Scipio, and 
immediately after Alexander, although the latter 
wu Wy * * man f I was, _— 
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becauſe the firſt excelled all mankind in this great 
part of war, although Scipio did not yield to him 
in this point, as he made appear at the battle of 
Lama. Hannibal was leſs practiſed in this branch 
than the two others. Philopœmen ſaw that the 
ſtudy of tactics, and the treatiſes of Evangelus, were 
of no uſe to him, unleſs he joined to them the coup 
dil, ſo neceſſary to the general of an army. His 
method always pleaſed me, and it is what I have 


euer practiſed in my journeys, and in the camp; 


for we ought not to wait for the opportunity of 
war to acquire the coup d'a1l, but it may be learnt 
and obtained by the exerciſe of hunting. 

To attain this ſcience, many things are neceſſa- 
ry. Severe application to our profeſſion is the ba- 
ſis; then a certain method is to be adopted: Al- 
though that of this Grecian Captain is good, 1 
think I have improved upon it, or at leaſt diſcover 
ed that which the Greek author has omitted to 
teach us more particularly. We are not always 
at war, nor is it to be ſuppoſed that we can render 
ourſelves able by experience alone, on which 
indeed the capacity of the greater part of military 
men in theſe ages is founded: it ſerves to perfect 
us, but is ſcarcely of any uſe unleſs the ftudy 
of the principles accompany it; becauſe war 
being a ſcience, it is impoſſible to make any 
progreſs without beginning with the ſtudy of the 
principles. Two ages of perpetual war would 
9 ſutice to — gs for our conduct: 
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from the experience of facts, this ought to be left 


to ſouls of an ordinary ſtamp, and more compen- 


dious methods be provided for great Captains to 
mount to the ſummit of glory, without being in- 
debted for it to the capacity of others, which is not 
always to be met with. It is, then, neceſſary to 
ſtudy war before we engage in it, and to apply 
ourſelves. inceſſantly after we are engaged in it. 
I have before ſaid, that we are not always at war; 
and I may add, that armies are not always drawn 
together in a body, or in motion, They are for 
fix months at leaſt quiet in winter quarters; and 
ſix months are not ſufficient to form the coup d 
of war. It is true, that a great deal more is to be 
learnt in marches, in forages, and in the different 
camps and poſts which armies occupy : the ideas 
become more clear and capable to judge of, and 
reflect on, the country we ſee; but this does not 
prevent us from making uſe of it, by the aſſiſtance 
of good ſenſe, on other occaſions than when in ar- 
mies; or from refining our judgment and eye, ei- 
ther by hunting, or on our journeys ;—this I can 
ſpeak of from experience, e 
Nothing contributes more to form the coup © 
dil, than the exerciſe of hunting; for, beſides © 
giving us a thorough knowledge of the country, 
and of the different ſituations, which are infinite, 
and never the . it teaches us a thouſand ſtra- 
tagems 


1 
tagems and other things relative to war. But 
the principle is the knowledge of the objects that 
<a the coup dil, without our being ſenſible of 
and if we practice it with this intention, we 
= with the addition of a very few refleions, 
acquire the greateſt and moſt important qualificati= | 
on of a general of an army. 
The great Cyrus, in giving himſelf entirely up 
to hunting in his younger years, had the pleaſure 
of it leſs in view than the deſign of qualifying him 
ſelf for war and the command of armies. Xeno- 
0 phon, who wrote his life, does not leave us in 
the leaſt doubt on this head. He ſays, that this 
great man, on his preparing for war with the 
king of Armenia, reaſoned upon this expedition 
as if the queſtion had been of a party of huntin 
in a mountainous country, He explained kim- 
ſelf thus to Chryſantes, one of his general officers, 
whom he had detached into the rougheſt parts, 
and the moſt difficult yallies, in order to gain the 
_ entrances and iſſues, and to cut off all retreat to 
the enemy. Imagine,” ſays he, that it is a 
chace we are engaged in, and that it is allotted to 
thee to watch at the toils, whilſt I beat the country. 
; Above all, remember not to begin the chace be- 
: fore all the paſſages are occupied, and that thoſe 
ho are placed in ambuſcade be not ſeen, left they 
a ſhould frighten the game. Take care not to en- 
gage 08 too far in the woods, from whence 
| = 


* ; * 
> I — 


© 93) 


thou mighteſt find it difficult to extricate why; 
und command your:guides, unleſs they could in 
deed ſhorten the diſtances, to conduct you: by the 
beſt roads, which with reſpect to armies, . 
the ſhorteſt.” 

Whether or not Xenophon, in his bicory or cy- 
rus, has run into romance in order to give us an 
abridgment of the military ſcience: treated hiſtorĩ- 
cally, is a matter of no:great importance, provittetl 
that all it contains relatwe to this ſcienee be quft 
und ſolid. His intention is to convince us that 
hunting leads us to the knowledge of many things 
neceſſary to be known —that it is a becoming 
amuſement, and extremely neceſſary totthoſe who 
Are either born to command or to obey; becauſe ft 
rnures us to bear the ſatigue of war, ſtrempthens 
the conſtitution, and forms the cop del; rforum 
exact knowledge of a certain extent of country, 
facilitates that of others, if he but ſees it in the 
ſlighteſt manner. It is impoſſible, although they 

are widely different, that there ſhould not be 
ſome conformity betwixt them; and theiperfeft 
Knowledge of one (ſays Machiavel in his political 
diſeourſes) leads to that of another. On ithe con- 
'trary, thoſe Who are not trained in "this ipractice, 
have the gteateſt difficulty to acquire it; whilſt the 
others, by ia ſingle glance of the eye, cant aſcertain 
the extent of a plain, the height of a mountain, 
the depth, breadth, and termination of 1a valley, 
andall the citeumſta noes of the nature of the dif- 
ferent 
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ferent grounds to which they are accuſtomed by 
habit and experience. I do not believe that any 
other author, than this J have quoted, has treated 
of this matter. The remainder is excellent: * 
ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe it. SO: 
Nothing is more true,” continues he, than 
what I here advance, if we may give credit to Titus 
Livius, and the example he preſents to oureyes in 
the perſon of Publius Decius, who was Tribune in 
the Roman army, commanded by the Conſul Cor- 
nelius, againſt the Samnites. It happened that this 
General ſuffered himſelf to be. puſhed into a val- 
ley, where the enemy might have pent him up. 
In this extremity, Decius ſays to the Conſul, 
* Don't you perceive yonder eminence, whick 
commands the enemy? This is the poſt that alone 
can extricate us, if we do not loſe a ſingle moment 
in making ourſelves maſter of it, as the Samnites 
have been ſo blind as to abandon it.“ But before 
Decius addreſſed himſelf in this manner to the 
Conſul, he had diſcovered through the wood, a 
hill which commanded the camp of the enemy; 
that it was ſteep, and of pretty difficult acceſs for 
heavy armed troops, but practicable enough to 
the light infantry. That the Conſul ordered 
the Tribune to take: poſſeſſion of it with three 
thouſand men, that he had conſigned to him 
which having happily executed, the Sbole 
army retreated in order to put themſelves 
in a place of ſaſety. That he ordered ſome few = 
, Et | 5 
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of his people to follow, whilſt there was yet forte 
remains of day-light, in order to diſcover the paf- 
ſes. guarded by the enemy, and thoſe by which a 
retreat might be made; and he went to reeonnoi- 
tre, diſguiſed in the habit of a common ſoldier, 
that the Samnites might not perceive that it was 
a general officer who was on the ſcout.” 
If we reflect,“ continues Machiavel, © upon 
what Titus Livius here ſays, we ſhall ſee how ne- 
ceſſary it is for a good General to be able to judge 
of the nature of a country; for if Decius had not 
poſſeſſed this talent, he would not have known 
how advantageous the poſſeſſion of this hill muſt 
have been to the Romans; and he would have 
been incapable of diſcovering at a diſtance, whether 
it was of eaſy or difficult acceſs. When, after> 
| wards, he had made himſelf maſter of it, and when 
the point was to rejoin the Conſul, he would not 
have been able, at a diſtance, to diſcover which 
poſits were guarded by the enemy, and thoſe by 
which a retreat was practicable. Decius, there- 
fore, muſt certainly have been very intelligent 
in theſe fort of matters; for otherwiſe he could not 
have ſaved the Roman army by poſſeſſing himſelf 
of this hill, and afterwards extricated himſelf from 
the enemy, who had ſurrounded him.” 
There are very few military men who are capa- 
ble of drawing, from an hiſtorical fact, ſuch obſerꝰ 
yations as eſs [ bave cited from Machiavel: the 


moſt 


1969 
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do no more. 1:am nat at all ſurprizedatit ; a pro- 


found and voll. digeſted ſtudy of hiſtory neceſſa · 


ily leads us to the knowledge af an infinity of 
things, which enable us to judge ſoundly and ſolid- 
dy.of:all. The: ſtudy of politics, of which hiſtory is 
the baſis, is a powerful means of Perfecting our 
been ace judgment. ; 
The political and military difeaurſes: of * 
hor, on the :Decaides of Livy, are an immortal 
work. {1:thinkithem worthy the curioſity of all 


_ mailitaryrmen—of being attentively:read:;and well 


#higeſted. His life of Caſtrucciom, one of the 
greateſt Captains of his age, though not very muh 
known, is not leſs admirable. It is every where 
__emanentedwith:curious and very inſtructive facts, 
gnilfilled with miktary reflections and obſervati- 
ons Which few people are capable of making. >So 
appyia turnohad this man for the profeſſion of 
arms, (exceptingihisbook on the artiele of war, 
Which does: not do him a great deal of honour, 
although it is pillaged from Vegetius), heisadmir- 
able incall, He lived ata. time when Italy was:fo 
agitated with trouble, inteſtine and foreign wars, 
that we muſt be ſurpriſed if a man of ſenſe ami 
judgment, andidearned beſides, as equal to ſo 
noblesa performance; becauſe as he was on the 
dene of action, herhadꝭ the means of obtaining the 
"moſt excellent materials, and of e , e 
 iſficers who had ſerved in theſe Wars, o 
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HE Counteſs has, what we ſee ſeldom united 
1 5 in the ſame woman, vivacity and tenderneſs, 
poet; of perſon and feminine ſoftneſs. She is 
tall, and exquiſitely ſhaped. She is of an amiable 
and commanding aſpect. Her eyes are of the 
languiſhing Engliſh blue, but of the Grecian large- 
neſs and contour. Her forehead is of a poliſh 
and formation not to be matched. Her lips are 
full and ripe, from which iſſues a breath which 
_ would create deſires in age and coldneſs. Her 
neck is of ſuch a colour and ſymmetry as to make 
us curſe invidious cuſtom for preventing us gazing. 
on the whole of ſo amiable a piece of workman- 
| ſhip. Her ſkin is of a ſmoothneſs that the ſlighteſt 
contact of it thrills through every pore, and beats 
alarm to a thouſand wiſhes. Her perſon is rather 
H EE” ample; 
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ample ; but we 4 not conſent to its diminuti- 
on, leſt ſome grace or beauty ſhould be loſt. 
No man has ſeen her laugh; but ſhe ſmiles fre- 
quently, Her ſmiles ſeem rather to be the re- 
ſult of an inclination to make thoſe about her 
cheerful and happy, than of any inherent gaiety 
of diſpoſition in herſelf. She has, at times, a daſh 
of melancholy in her countenance, which is more 


becoming than her ſmiles. Theſe ſhort ſymptoms 


of melancholy I ſhould attribute to her vacancy 
of heart, to her want of ſome one object upon 
which ſhe may fix her affections ; a neceſſity which 
Nature has impoſed upon Woman for a wiſe pur- 
poſe—the perpetuation of the human race. = 
She has faults ; but her faults ſeem to be acquir- 
ed— ber virtues a native inheritance. She is fo 
general, that it almoſt amounts to coquetry. 
She makes too little diſtinction betwixt the men 
of merit and ſenſe, and the fooliſh and undeſerv- 


ing. She can cruelly ſuffer the ſincere reſpectful 


lover to languiſh without a glimmer of hope, 
and give encouragement to the aſſured, indif- 
ferent coxcomb, who would boaſt of favours which 
ſhe is, perhaps, determined. to. confer on no man. 
She has the appearance of being ſo ſatisfied 

with theſe reptiles, that you would ſuſpect her 
underſtanding, did not every ſentence which ſhe- 
utters correct this miſtake. She may be accuſed. . 
in this, of ingratitude towards her benefactreſs 
5 Nature, 


14 
Nature, who beſtowed on her ſuch uncommon ta- 
lents, not to be hebetated by the galimatias of fools, 
but, by a proper application of her time, to be 
perfected into mental endowments proportionable 
to her perſonal charms. She acts wiſely in being 


cautious of a ſecond marriage, as the great fortune 


which ſhe is poſſeſſed of, muſt render it difficult for 


her to diſtinguiſh who courts her riches, who her- 


ſelf. But the man who ſhall be happy enough to 
obtain her, will do well to hurry his prize to ſome 


retreat from the great world, as the facility which 


I complain of might create him much uneaſinefs; 
for it is an eternal truth, that great love, and ſome 
degree of jealouſy, are inſeparable. There thou 
mighteſt, O envied mortal! enjoy perpetual happi- 
neſs; if candour, frankneſs, good nature, under- 


ſtanding and beauty could make thee happy. 


* 


AN ACCOUNT _ 
CONVERSATION, 


CHIEFLY RELATIVE TO THE ARMY, 


OME time ago, I made one of a company of 
officers, whoſe converſation was not confined, 
as is too much the cuſtom of gentlemen of our pro- 
feſſion, to buckles, buttons, garters, grenadier caps, or, 
What is little better, the figure that ſuch or ſuch a regi- 
ment made in their puerile reviews for the amuſement of 
royal maſters and miſſes, great and ſmall, in Hyde Park, 
or on M imbleton Common; our diſcourſe fell upon 
the hiſtory of England, and the reſpective merits 
of the different hiſtorians. 

A young ſubaltern, who ſeemed to have great 
fire and ſentiment, and with more reading than 
young ſubalterns are generally maſters of, was ex- 

tremely bitter on Mr. Hume: he loaded him 
with a thouſand opprobriums ; he ſtiled him a ſo- 
Phiſt, a jeſuit, a theiſtical champion of deſpotiſm, 

who had dethroned the God of Heaven, and dei- 
fied the ſceptered monſters of the earth. The 
Young man was taken * by a grey-headed field- 
officer, 


To 


officer, who was-ſo warma partizan of Mr. Hume's, 


that he leaned not only towards abſolute (or in his 
favourite author's terms) pure unmixed monarchy, 


but viſibly towards jacobitiſm. He ſpoke of 
Charles the Firſt with an idolatrous reverence, and 
of all his opponents with the greateſt horror and 


indignation : this led him to a great deal of 


abuſe on Mrs. M*Cawley ; he lamented that a 
compoſition of this nature was ſuffered to be 
publiſhed, which muſt inſtil the moſt damnable 
republican principles into the minds of our youth; 
that it already had diminiſhed that reſpecttoroy- 


alty ſo neceſſary to be kept up: and that the young 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had furniſhed us with an 


inſtance, that the army had not eſcaped the conta- 
gion —a moſt alarming conſideration! as their 


diſreſpect to crowned heads was not manifeſted 
alone by opinions injurious to the royal martyr, 


but that ſeveral of them had frequently in their 


converſations declared their diſapprobation of 
| ſome parts of the preſent reign; that ſuch ſen- 


timents, and ſuch language, were not only repug- 


nant to the ſpirit of our military laws, but indecent. 


and ungrateful in thoſe who eat his Majeſty's bread. 


This he uttered with ſo much emphaſis, that the 
_ greateſt part of the company was terrified into ſi- 


lence ; and the young ſubaltern began to think he 
had been guilty in ſome meaſure of treaſon, and I 


believe would have prevaricated himſelf into . 


other ſeatiments than thoſe he had profeſſed, had 
. H 3 I not 


EB. 
Inot taken up his cauſe, juſtified all he had ad- 
vanced, and encouraged him to foſter the noble 
principles he had imbibed. I demanded of our 
veteran to explain his meaning in ſaying that we 
gat his Majeſty's bread, whence had his Ma jeſty 
drawn funds to feed ſo many mouths? Were 
coffers of gold tranſported from his perſonal eſtates 
in Germany? or, had he diſcovered in his gardens 
at Kew, treaſures. ſufficient for ſuch prodigious 
- munificence ? Were the officers of the army for- 
lorn and ſtarving in the ſtreets, without patri- 
mony, relations and friends; cut off by their coun- 
try, from all means of ſupporting themſelves; 
in a word, precluded from all the poſlibilities, 
_ Preſented to other members of ſociety, of pro- 
curing a livelihood ? Had his Majeſty found the 
whole body of us in this wretched deſperate 
ſituation, and out of the vaſt benevolence of his 
ſoul, and at his own individual expence, without 
the leaſt incumbrance to the nation, redeemed us 
from hunger and nakedneſs, fed us comfortably, 
clothed us in ſmart red coats, put ſwords by our 
_ ſides, and erected us into the condition of gentle- 
men? I ſaid, if theſe things could be proved, but 
on no other terms, I would agree with the gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, that we really did eat the 
- kiug*s bread, and that we were perhaps in duty 
bound to approve all his meaſures, and all thoſe 
of his miniſters, whether right or wrong, glorious | 
- or r inglorious, ſalutary or pernicious.— But on the 
other 
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other hand, if we conſidered ourſelves, as we real- 
ly were, only as a claſs of one great free people, 


ſegregated from the reſt into this diſtinẽt claſs, and 


ſubjected to particular laws neceſſary for the 
maintenance of military order and diſcipline, with- 
out which we could not anſwer the ends of our in- 
ſtitution, that is, the immediate defence of our mother 
country againſt foreign invaders, and the preſervation of 
eur cohnies and external prſſeſſions, the great baſis and 
ſupport of our commerce, wealth, and marine, conſequent< - 
y our national importance and independance : 1 ſaid the 
King might be conſidered, partly in the ſame pre- 
dicament with the officers of the army, or the fleet, 


Vi. agreat ſervant of the community, or maſs of the peb- 
Ple, ordained and ſubſiſted for the public ſer vice; with 
chis difference, that each individual of the army, 


or fleet, contributed as a citizen, and one of the 


People, to his ſubſiſtence, as a ſoldier, or ſervant 


of the great aggregate, of which he himſelf, in ano- 
ther ſenſe, formed a part; whereas the king was 


ſimply a receiver; in no reſpect a contributer; ſo 
that it might in fact be ſaid with more propriety, 
that the king eat the officer of the army's bread, 
than that the officers of the army eat the king's. 
I confeſſed that his Majeſty, as one branch of the 


legiſlature, and executive magiſtrate, was entitled 


to a very high degree of reverence from ſoldiers 
as well as other citizens, as long as he fulfilled the 
duties of his ſtation ; but that ſtill a higher degree 


of reverence and attachment was due to the free - 


dom . 
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dom, laws, . proſperity and glory of our country, 
than perſonally to the firſt magiſtrate, let him fill 
his office ever ſo worthily. When it was remem- _ 
bered, I added, that the preſent reigning family 
had been taken from a German electorate, not 
the moſt conſiderable, exalted to the head of a 
mighty empire, endowed with adequate revenues, 
and inveſted with the godlike powers of executing 
juſtice, but ſoftening its rigours, of dealing out 
mercy, but reſtrained from evil; I ſaid, when theſe 
things were remembered, ſhould his ent ma- 
jeſty, or any of his ſucceſſors, pervert the power 
granted by the generoſity and confidence of the 
people, to the prejudice or diſhonour of the peo- 
ple, the officers of the army, no more than any 
other claſs of citizens, could not be taxed with in- 
gratitude, or indecency, in cenſuring their prince, 
but the prince in furniſhing matter of cenſure, 
The old field officer began to ſoften : he confeſſed. 
that his expreſſion with reſpect to the officer's eat- 
ing his Majeſty's bread was improper ; but ſtill in- 
ſiſted, that the army ought to be more reſerved 
in their cenſure than any other order of men, 
28 they ſeemed to be held in higher eſteem by 
the Preſent Court than any other order. In this 
again I totally differed from the old gentleman. I 
afſerted it was the reverſe ; that the army had 
been treated through the whole preſent reign, both 
individually, and collectively, with more con- 
tempt and ingratitude than in any reign of any 
1} 55 age 
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age or any country ; that the ill uſage of the army 
had not been confined to the living, it had extend- 
ed to the dead. To begin with Mr. Wolfe, to 
whoſe valour and conduct we owed the acquiſition 
of a mighty empire, how irreverently had his aſhes 
been treated by government ! The nation had in- 
deed gratefully and generouſly voted a monument 
to their hero; the nation had paid the money, 
but unfortunately his majeſty's miniſters were the 
truſtees: to this day therefore we ſee no monu- 
ment erected ; the money raiſed on the people for 
this purpoſe, waving probably been converted to 
the uſe of ſome living worthies, not very far diſtant 
from Weſtminſter Abbey. But they were not ſa- 
tisfied with depriving the hero of theſe trophies ; 


they had piqued themſelves in adding every inſult 


to his memory, The man who had ſerved, or ra- 
ther difſerved, under him; who had ſhewn acti- 


vity only in embarraſſing "il counſels, impeding 


his meaſures, and labouring to defeat his purpoſes; 
who had ſtrained his band wit to throw a ri- 


dicule on his conduct; who, whenever he could 


find an audience paſſive and baſe enough to his 


mind, had poured forth torrents of abuſe, and 
endeavoured to raiſe a ſpirit of faction and mutiny 
in others, equal to that ſtirred up in his own breaſt, 

by the demon of envy; who, after his glorious: 
death, had not paid the ſlighteſt tribute of reſpect 


to his memory, or of ceremony to * remains; who 
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greateſt honours, (if any thing which flows from 
ſuch a court can be deemed honours), which our 
court has to beſtow. Let us next obſerve how the 
brave Band, who conquered under him, and in- 
deed the 4 A American army, had been recom- 
penſed, officers and ſoldiers. The firſt inſtance of 
_ gratitude exhibited by our government, was the 
depriving them of their proviſion, without which 
it is almoſt impoſſible that an American ſoldier 
ſhould ſubſiſt : the vaſt conſumption of neceſſaries 
, occalioned by the nature of that hard ſervice, from 
clearing communications, building bridges and 
forts, but above all from tranſporting proviſions, 
ammunition and artillery up the rivers, and the 
enhanced price of theſe neceſſaries, as they all 

come from England, by the freight and profit of 
the merchants, put an American ſoldier, although 
allowed proviſion, in a worſe condition than an 
European without it; particularly when we conſi- 
der, that an European ſoldier is paid for all king's 
or public works, which in America was not the caſe. 
But the cruelty of this meaſure was not at all: it was 
flagitious ; it was a breach of compat, at leaſt with 
reſpect to a great part of the army—the volunteer 
drafts from England, the whole body of royal Ame- 
ricans, and every man recruited in America, were 
engaged on abſolute expreſs conditions of being al- 
lowed 


- ws 
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lowed proviſion. Travelling from North America 


to the Weſt Indies, the tenderneſs of the preſent 

reign diſplayed towards the ſoldiery is ſtill more ſtrik- 

ing; the diſtribution of the plunder of the Havannah 
is ſo notorious that it would be impertinent to men- 
tion it; but the motives of this diſtribution are ſo 
curious, that it is difficult not frequently to recur ts 
them. They were theſe: The Earl of Bute and 
his great adjunct lived in perpetual apprehenſions 
of the late Duke of Cumberland; the firmneſs of 
the man, his known courage, his good ſenſe, but 


above all his principles and attachment to the wel- 


fare and honour of his country, rendered him an 


object of terror to thoſe who were determined to 


ſacrifice every thing to the maintenance of their 
own power and authority—after having revolved 
in their minds what was the moſt probable me- 

thod of ſoftening this bar to their ſchemes into n 


complacency, it was concluded, that to win his 


5 favourite, was the plan of the moſt Fe 1 
pect. h 

The expedition againſt the Havannah was at 

this time reſolved upon; the troops and fleet were 


in readineſs; my lord of Albemarle was on this 


principle appointed to the command, and on this 
principle ſo enormouſly enriched at the expence of 


the labour, health, and blood of the moſt noble 


deſerving army that this, or perhaps any other 


country, has been ever ſerved by. His lordſhip and | 


his family were indeed aggrandized ; but the great 
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views of che Aificibu ters were wt diſappointed. : 


The Duke of Cumberland perſiſted in his inte- 
grity, and continued an honeſt zealous citizen un- 
til the fatal moment when he was ſnatched away 
from his country. I think, without rant or exag- 
geration, it may be e a fatal moment: — he 
was indiſputably a valuable true Engliſnman: he 


had in the early parts of his life, through an over 


zeal for reforming the army from the miſerable 
condition in which he found them, projected 
ſchemes not unexceptionable; but this muſt be aſ- 
cribed to a deference which he paid to the opinion 


of men infinitely inferior to himſelf, both in vir- 


tue and talents: but in his latter years, his great 
and good qualities demonſtrated themſelves. fo 


fully, that we may fairly conclude, had fate ſpared 
him, he might at leaſt have checked the torrent of 
thoſe bitter waters broke in upon us from their, 
accurſed ſource of Carleton-Houſe.—But before 
I take leave of America, I cannot help obſerving. 
the extraordinary attention paid to the officers 
and ſoldiers 1 in the allotment of lands; it would 


be endleſs to enter into the detail of the royal or 


miniſterial (for theſe terms have been of late fo 
confounded together that it is puzzling to diſtin- 
guiſh them) bounty in this particular; I ſhall in- 


ſtance one or two which may ſuffice for the whole. 


It had long been ſuppoſed that the iſland of St. 
John's in the gulph of St. Lawrence, would 
have been a profitable poſſeſſion, A ſet of officers 


of 


- 


( 19 ) 
of the land and ſea ſervice, laid out a plan for the 
ſettlement of it. They preſented it to Govern- 
ment, and petitioned a grant of it. The grant 
was promiſed. The officers dangled from day to 
day for the fulfilling of this promiſe. They were 
ſhuffled from the Admiralty to the Board of Trade, 
from the Board of Trade to the Admiralty, from 
an Egmont to an Hilſborough, from an Hilſbo- 
rough to an Egmont, for the ſpace, I believe, of 
three years. Eg mont accuſes Hilſborough as the 
cauſe of this delay; Hilſborough accuſes Egmont; 
his Majeſty ſtands neuter betwixt theſe two righ- 
teous perſonages. 

The officers danced attendance until they found 
| themſelves on the threſhold of a jail; but at 
length it is decided: The officers who were the 
original petitioners, got half a lot. Mr. Touchit, 
or Touchat, (for I have not the honour of know- 
ing how he ſpells his name, ) ſome court ſurgeons, 
and every kind of court retainer who thinks it 
worth his while to hint that he has no objection to 
an American policiion, is gratified with a whole : 
lot. 8 
Another ſociety of officers lag ſolicited a grant” 
of lands on the river St. Lawrence, which they 
undertook to ſettle ; this was flatly refuſed. _ 

Another ſociety ſolicited for lands on the lower 
parts of the Illinois, Ohio, or on the Miſſiſſippi : 
that was likewiſe rejected; but from what motives - 

it is rene to 2 unleſs they ſuppoſe that 
1 ſoldiers 


Lo 


ſoldiers inveſted with a little landed property; 
would not be ſo readily induced to act as the in- 
ſtruments of the oppreſſion of their fellow ſubjects, 
as thoſe whoſe views are folely turned, if not re- 
duced, to farther promotion; and if reduced, to 
full pay. And here I am afraid the underftandings 
of our profeſſion muſt appear dreadfully low, 
when they can be dupes to the hopes of promo- 
tion. 

Let tliem reflect for a moment on 1 the mode of 
beſtowing, ſince the peace, the only commiſſion 
which by military men can be eſteemed objects; 
I mean regiments, and lieutenant colonelcies; and 
F will venture to affirm, that not four of each 
have been beſtowed on mien who, in the opinion 
of thoſe who have ſerved with them, have the 
ſemblance of a title. That the army on the En- 
gliſh and on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, and the fleet 
on the home and foreign ſtations, have been con- 
ſidered by our court as the precious means of 
- corrupting us from our duty as citizens; that a 
plea of merit in general, or any particular action, 
of wounds, loſs of health or limbs by a courſe f 
hard ſervices, has been conſidered as a ſymptom 
of lunacy. And I have heard fay, our incom- 
parable Secretary at War values himſelf not a 
httle for his humanity in not fuing for ſtatutes to 
eonfine the wretches who can puſh their extra- 
vagance to fuch a height as to make theſe pleas: 
It will re de faid, that jobs are not the 
| grown 


„ | 
growth of this reign; that jobs ever were, and 


ever will be, in a government like ours. But al- 
lowing jobs to have been, I cannot think iniquity 
is to be juſtified by precedent ; and ſurely iniqui- 
tous precedents are very ungracefully quoted in a 
_ reign which was announced from its commence- 


ment to be- that of virtue, Nigg, and righteouſ- 
neſs. 


as the American. There were moments when 
Lord Granby would not cede to our gracious 


Secretary at War. There were moments when, 


as our ingenious court termed it, he was obſtinate 


and impracticable; that is, there were moments 


when he inſiſted on ſome regard being paid to 
thoſe who had deſerved of their country; but theſe 
moments unfortunately occurred but too ſeldom. 


His facility and complacence to the wickedneſs. of 
the Court, preponderated over his natural love of 
juſtice. In ſhort, the patronage of the army was 
left to a Barrington, by whom valour, fenſe and 


integrity muſt naturally be proſcribed, as he muſt 


ſuſpect that no man can poſſeſs them without be- 
1ng an enemy to their contraries, which are the 


undiſputed attributes of his Lordſhip. 


From this long digreſſion on the obligations of | 


the army to the preſent Court, on the extraordinary 
eſteem in which the — * been held through 


the 


As to he's army that ſerved in Germany, it is 
true they have not been ſo very groſsly treated 
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the whole courſe of the preſent reign, we returns 

ed to our original topic, the merit of the different 
hiſtorians. Sos - 

I joined the young ſubaltern in his encomiums 
on Mrs. M*Cawley. I challenged the old field- 
officer to point out a ſuſpicious: authority that ſhe 
had quoted; to produce a ſingle comment which 
did not correſpond with the facts. I aſſerted, that 
her inferences were fairly drawn from her pre- 
miſes; and that there could not be traced the 
ſhadow of partiality in the long ſeries of her hiſtory, 


unleſs a zeal. for true liberty, and the rights of 
her country and of mankind, may be termed par- 


tiality. I aſſerted, that Hume was the reverſe in 


all reſpects; that he produced little, and that 


very ſuſpicious, authority; that his comments did 
not agree with his facts, the effects not deducible 


from the cauſe. Upon the whole, what I ſaid on the 


ſubject of James's hiſtory, and of the character of 
his favourite Charles, was ſo ſatisfactory to the 
company, that they requeſted me to digeſt what I 
offered, and to preſent it to the public. 


* 


AN E PI STLE 


SIR; 


N reading br nothing bin lo frequently; 
| ſhocked me as the diſreſpectful and irreverent” 


manner in which divers writers have ſpoke of 
' crowned heads. Many' princes, it muſt be owned, 
have ated, in ſome inſtances not altogether as we 


could wiſh z but it is the duty of every honeſt man, 
and friend to royalty, the great ſource of human 
happineſs, to draw a veil over their weakneſs ; and 


if not able entirely to juſtify 8 PS "ry 
conduct, he may at leaft, by the aid of certain 


managed terms, and decent ſoftemngs, in a great mea- 
ſure prevent the evil effects which a coarſe, and I 


may ſay barbarous relation of facts is apt to have 
on weak and vulgar minds. The paſſion, preju- 


dice, and party heat of ſeveral who ſtyle themſelves 
| hiſtorians, have, I make no doubt, been the prin- 
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cipal cauſes of the numberleſs murmurs, inſurrecti- 
ons, rebelliong, dethronements, expulſions, regi- 
cides, which have diſgraced the hiſtory of man- 
kind, and more particularly of this infatuated 
country. 

On this wrindiple, Sir, you will readily believe, 
that the ſatisfaction I have received from your in- 
comparable Hiſtory of the Houſe of the Stuarts, 
is of the higheſt kind; that I have peruſed it, 
and re- peruſed it a thouſand times, and always 
with freſh pleaſure; and that J ardently wiſh the 
youth of our country were never ſuffered to 
read any other; a rule which I am charmed to 
hear is obſerved by the moſt exalted perſonage in 
the kingdom, as well in virtue as in rank, when- 
ever hecondeſcends to unbend his mind from his 


ſevere ſtudies and occupations by dipping into 


the annals of his predeceſſors; and it is to this rule 
perhaps, that we are indebted for the prodigious 
enlargement of his mind, in ſo tender an age that 
all Europe ſtands aſtoniſhed at it. 

How complaiſant, how gentle, how guarded, 
how humane, how polite are your phraſes, in lay- 
ing before us the tranſactions of thoſe good, though 
perhaps miſguided, princes! How calculated are 
your comments to mitigate the ſeditious ſpirit of 
the mad multitude ! Had you written an hundred 
years ago, I am perſuaded you would not only 
have prevented the growth of thoſe horrible 
opittions, (alas! too prevalent), That kings are 
A not 


( tts } 


not only reſponſible, but puniſhable for theit 

delinquencies toward their people; that Charles the 
Firſt met with no harder fate than he deſerved, and 
that his two ſons ought, in juſtice, to have made 
the ame exit. I ſay, Sir, had you written an hun- 
dred years ago, you might not only have prevent= 
ed the growth of ſuch monſtrous notions ; but pro- 
bably, have checked thoſe furious principles which 
ended in driving from the throne of his anceſtors, 
to the indelible diſgrace of theſe nations, a Prince 
replete with every royal virtue. 

In ſhort, Sir, Lam ſo much in love with the ſcheme 
of your hiftory, I am ſo convinced that no taſk can 
be equally laudable in a philofopher, an hiſtorian, 
and a gentleman,as to endeavour to eradicate from 
the minds of our youth all prejudices and prepof- 
ſeſſions againft the memory of deceaſed, and the 
character of hving princes; and, by obviating the 
eavils and malice of republican writers, to infpire 
mankind with more candour ia judging of the ac- 
tions and government of ſovereigns, that Lam de- 
termined to follow fo bright an exampie, and e 
ert the utmoſt of my zeal, ſkill, and abilities, (in- 
deed far fhort of yours, )to 2 from the unmerit- 
ed odium under which they lie, two much injured 
characters in hiſtory ; I mean the Emperor Claudius 
Cæſar and his immediate ſucceſſor Nero, whoſe 
foibles and indiſcretions have been ſwelled up into. 
vices by the auſterity and malevolence of Tacitus, 
Suetonius and others, (the Rapins, Ludlows, and 

1 1 M*Cauleys 
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M' Cauleys of thoſe days), who wrote under ſuc- 
ceeding monarchs of a different family ; but as the 


motives for ſuch virulent proceedings are now ceaſ- 


ed, and as men's minds ought to be a little cooler, 


we may venture to pronounce the diſpoſition of 


theſe princes, (though I do not think they were 


| faultleſs, or altogether well-adviſed,) to have been 


m 

Should the ungenerous and bigots in party raiſe 
a clamour, ſhould they exclaim that its being a 
pander to deſpotiſm, and an enemy to the rights 
of humanity, the endeavouring to gloſs over vices 
and enormities ſo manifeſt, as they pretend, by 2 
concurrence of facts, vouched by the moſt authen- 


tic records, I ſhall conſole myſelf, Sir, with your 
approbation, and that of the generous few who 
think with you, and ſhall flatter myſelf that the 
attempt, whatever may be the merit of the execu- 
tion, will recommend me, along with the Smol- 
lets, Scotts, Murphys, and Johnſons, to the no- 
tice of a Court which ſeems to pique itſelf in re- 


warding the champions and apologiſts of unpopu- 


lar men and meaſures, in proportion as their la- 
dours are unſucceſsful with the narrow-minded 


FR 6 


Yours, &c. 


A 


* N leaving ſchool, I thought it right to get 
\ JF ſome acquaintance with the hiſtory of En- 
gland; for the ſchool where I was brought up 
was guilty, in common with all other ſchools, of 
the ſhameful neglect of ſuffering the boys to re- 
main in utter ignorance of the laws, conſtitution, 
and tranſactions of their own country; ſome know= 
ledge of which is certainly of more importance, 
at leaſt in a government like ours, than the being, 
able to ſcan the flattering verſifyers of Auguſtus's, - 

age. | 


Rapin, accidenrally, was the firſt hiſtorian that, 
ſell into my hands. Notwithſtanding his length, 
I read him through with great attention, which 
was more particularly engaged when I came to 
thoſe parts which treat of our ſeveral civil wars; 
but the great one of the year 1640, intereſted 

5 me. 


eas I 


me more ſenſibly than the antecedent. And! 
cannot expreſs how much I was amazed in finding 
the character of Charles the Firſt ſo little agree 
with the notions I had conceived of him, from his 
being ſtyled a Martyr ; from the ſolemn obſerv- 
ance of the goth of January, in order to avert the 
wrath of the Almighty for that horrible parricide ; 
| from the epithets of good, virtuous, pious, bleſſed, 
which were perpetually beſtowed on him, not only 
hy the old houſe- keeper, the maid-ſervants, but by 
the maſter, uſher, and all the clergy who happen- 
ed to diſcourſe on this ſubject in my hearing. In 
the holidays, when we went home, my mother, 
grandmother, and all their female 6 
tang the ſame in my ears. | 
On the peruſal of Rapin 1 wii, tbeefste, 
ſtrangely puzzled and confounded to find this vir- 
tuobus, pious, bleffed, holy martyr, metamorphoſ- 
ed into an obſtinate, difſembling, perfidious tyrant; 
alick that the men whom I had been taught to exe- 
Erate as rebels, traytors, parricides, ſhould, for 
the greater part, appear the champions of the laws 
of their country and the rights of mankind, fraught 
vith truth; valour, integrity, and every attribute 
which can render mortal men the objects of vene+ 
tation. : 
I had ns method of accounting for this, 
but by concluding my hiftorian guilty of the 
moſt egregious partiality, that he muſt have miſ- 
_ tated, or diſguiſed the facts to an enormous de- 
gre; 


E n 


gtee; for as to his comments, they appeared judi- 
cious, natural and fair, allowing the facts to 
be juſtly ſtated. 1 defired all thoſe whom I 

thought more knowing and wiſe than, myſelf, to 
folve theſe difficulties. Some few of them averred 
that Charles was not at all better than what he 
was repreſented by Rapin ; but far the greater 
number aſſured me, that Rapin was a lying 
French Preſbyterian, partial, unjuſt, malicious, 
that no credit was given to him by men ofjudg- 

ment and knowledge, and that he was never ſpoke 
of with common patience by thoſe who have any 
generous ſentiments. They adviſed me, by all 
means, to go to the fountain-head of information 
en this ſub! ect, the great Clarendon , that there 
I ſhould ſee Ke facts related clearly and honeſtly, 


the comments ſenſible and candid, the cauſes 


and effects congruous, the ſpring of every aid | 
laid open, the views and characters of the actors 
painted in their proper colours by one who had 
himſelf played a principal part, or, at leaſt, ſeen 
every thing that had paſſed behind the ſcenes; one, 
whoſe authority was inconteſtable from his cha- 
racter for truth and integrity. 

I accordingly procuted a Clarendon, not only 
read him with attention, but ſtudied him with 
accuracy: and, behold the reſult ! it was an entire, 
complete diſappointment in every circumſtance : 

inſtead of carrying the conviction which I ex- 
pected, it Pere to me one eternal periphraſis, 
| ſubdivided 
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fubdivided | into aſſertions without authority, child» 
ich ifs, without probable ſuppoſi tions, and tortured 
inferences from miſtated or defalcated facts, with 
endleſs begging the queſtions. The epithets can- 
did, ſincere, virtuous, pious, were very liberally. be- 
owed on him, whoſe cauſe he intends to plead ; 
and not a ſingle inſtance of candor, ſincerity, or 
virtue is given through the whole courſe of his 
| hiſtory, unleſs exceſſive bigotry to epiſcopacy and 
a ſpirit of perſecuting all other proteſtant ſects is 
to be conſtrued piety. In ſhort, my averſion to 
Charles was rather confirmed than transferred to 
the other party by the peruſal of Lord Clarendon, 
I here diſcerned very plainly, why the epiſcopal 
clergy ſhould have made a Saint and a Martyr of 
bim. His exceſſive attachment to their order, and 
the great ſacrifices he made to them, are undoubt- 
edly very ſubſtantial titles to canonization, and the 
crown of martyrdom; but the zeal and reverence 
with which 2 multitude of others who are quite 
indifferent to modes of worthip, and ſome who 
ſeems defirous there ſhould be none at all, ſtill con- 
tinue to ſpeak of this prince, and the indignation 
and horror with which they ſpeak of his oppo» 
nents, I confeſs is. with me a matter of wonder, 
Iknow very well, that the impreſſions we receive in 
our childhood ſink deep, and that theſe impreſſions, 
whether we receive them from our nurſes, grand - 
mother, or the parſon of the pariſn; whether they 
concern Shoſts, or hobgoblins, a devil, or a ſaint, 
a tyrant, 


4 
2 tyrant, or 2 martyr, are with difficulty effaced: 
but that thoſe who have got rid of thoſe narrow 
- ſuperſtitious prejudices, ſhould ſtill retain, in their 
utmoſt force, their prepoſſeſſions with reſpect to 
their royal maſter, is ſomething ſupernatural. I 
have long endeavoured to account for this, and 
am apt to conclude, that it muſt be aſcribed to the 
ſingularity of his fate. A king tried and con- 
demned by his own ſubjects is certainly a ſingu- 
lar caſe, the ſingularity of his fate has created pity, _ 
and pity ever generates love and affection. The 
Marquis of Beccaria, in his incomparable treatiſe 
on Crimes and Puniſhments, is of opinion, that a 
community ought to puniſh with death ſuch cri- 
minals only whoſe exiſtence is abſolutely perni- 
cious to the community ; if his reaſoning is juſt, 
2 criminal king is almoſt the only criminal on 
whom death ought to be inflicted, as his exiſtence, 
(if not always abſolutely deſtruCtive,) is undoubt- 
edly highly dangerous to ſociety, Tarquin was 
only expelled; Tarquin's exiſtence was nearly 
deſtructive to Rome; an eternal war and conſpi- 
racies within the walis which brought Rome into 
the extremeſt peril, were the conſequences of the 
tyrant's exiſtence ; and the death of the tyrant ſimply, 
unleſs it hath been accompanied with that of his ſons, 
would not have injured the tranquillity and ſecurity 
of Rome. 


On this principle, ſome of the Grecian States 
had laws levelled, not only againſt the lives of 


thoſe 
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thoſe who ſhould ere& themſelves into the tyrans 
of their country, but enjoining the extirpatien of 
their whole race; and theſe were wile and humane 
laws, becauſe they were neceſſary for the good of 
the whole, for the ſacrifice of a ſingle family for 
the preſervation of millions is indiſputably huma- 
tity. James the Second was expelled like Tarquin, 
but he and his fons were ſuffered to eſcape with their 
ves; the conſequences of their being fuffered to 
eſcape were three rebellions, which not only threats 
ened immediate deſtruction to theſe nations, but 
endangered the liberties of Europe. It is true, 
theſe rebellions were defeated in their immediate 
purpoſes, but the exiſtence of the Stuart race 
hath laid, too certainly, I am afraid, the ſeeds of 
eur deſtruction. Their exiſtence has furniſhed: 
the minifters of the family, which was called in for 
our prefervation, with pretexts for arming the 
fatnily of our preſervers, with the means of de- 
ſtroying us; for it is impofſible to ſuppoſe that 
the nation could have been brought to acquieſce 
in mortgaging the national property, without 
any viſible national purpoſes, unleſs they had 
imagined that national debts were a ſecurity 
againſt the return of the dreaded- Stuarts; and it 
is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that the people could have 
been ſo far impoſed upon, as to ſuffer their repre- 
ſentatives to vote themſelves ſeptennial from tri- 
ennial, unleſs they had been perſuaded that a ſep- 


tennial Parliament! me a ſtronger barrier againſt 
the 
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the return of the Stuarts than a triennial; and 


it is ſtill a greater abſurdity to ſuppoſe, that a 


majority of landed gentlemen, of really well 
meaning honeſt Engliſhmen, could be infatuated, to 
ſo great a degree, as to ſit down contentedly under 
the eſtabliſhment of a ſtanding army, the gradual 
augmentation of it to an enormous bulk, the in- 
terweaving of it (as it may be ſaid) into our con- 
ſtitution, had not the ſpe&re of the Stuarts re- 
turn continually danced before their eyes. Hence, 


I think, without ſtraining, it may be inferred, that 


the pecuniary influence of th-""Yrown, ſeptetinial 


parliaments and a Randinfsarmy, (which unleſs 


ſome great national calamity falls out to draw us 


back to our. firſt principles, before the minds of 


our ſoldiery are totally debauched,) muſt inevitably 
end in the deſtruction of our \vertics z and per- 


. haps national independence, have been the fruits 
of our miſtaken cruel moderation, in ſuffering a 


ſingle individual of the expelled family to remain 


in exiſtence. But to return from this long digreſ- 
ſion to the queſtion, whether the ſingularity of 
Charles the Firſt's fate, tryed and condemned by 
his own ſubj<Rs, is not one of the principal cauſes 


of his memory's being treated with ſuch tender- 


neſs and reverence, We will ſuppoſe a caſe; but 
firſt admitting Beccaria's poſition to be juRt, that a 
community ought not to pumſh with death any crimi- 
nal whoſe exiſtence is not abſolutely pernicious, or hugh- 
by dangerous 10 the nn, ; and further admit- 

lng 


be 
| . 
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ing that a criminal king is the only criminal whoſe. 

exiſtence can be pernicious or highly dangerous. We 
will ſuppoſe, then, that there ſhould hereafter be 
formed a community, one of whoſe fundamental 
laws ſhould be, That capital puniſhments ſhould _ 
be confined to delinquent kings alone; that all 

other delinquents, let their crimes be what they 
will, ſhould be ſent into exile; their eſtates, mo- 
ney, and goods confiſcated to the uſe of the com- 
munity. I will venture to affirm, that an hun- 
dred kings, leſs guilty than Charles the Firſt, put 
to death on b ticaffold, would not ſhock the 
bumanity of the teLereſt nature. 

We will farther. ſuppoſe, that after a ſeries ”Þ 
years adherence to this law, they ſhould at length, 
from a concurrence of accidents, on ſome very, 
great emergency, de viate from it, and inflict the 
puniſhment levelled againſt royal delinquents 
alone, on delinquents of an inferior order, I will 
venture to affirm that the ſpectacle, from its no- 
velty, of a Jonathan Wild, a S——h, or a * * *, 
dangling on a gallows, would affect the beiden 
by with compaſſion, and prompt their ingenuity 
to deviſe apologies for the poor ſufferers, thou gh, 
previouſly to their execution the whole world 
had agreed on the tranſcendency of their flagiti- 

_ quineſs, the incorrigibility of their natures, and 
that no fate could be too ſevere for their merits. 
But although the ſingularity of Charles's deſtiny, 
5 the prejudices ered by the Pious « care of our 

nurſes 
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nurſes and the clergy, have greatly contributed 
to the falſe light in which his conduct, morals, 
and general character are ſeen, it could not have 


operated ſo wonderfully alone: the addreſs and 


ſophiſtry of a ſucceſſion. of our corrupt citizens have 
been ſet at work, to co-operate in miſleading our 
judgment and blinding our underſtandings; and 
of this tribe the pre-eminence mult indiſputably 
be given to Mr. David Hume; for the pompous 
anility (as I think it may be termed) of Claren- 
don, the more than prieſily fury of Carte, much 


| leſs the pert patchwork of Smollet, or the drivel- 


ling of poor Goldſmith, could not have wrought 
any mighty miracles : but with Hume, the caſe 


is different; the philoſophical, or rather ſceptical 


character of the man antecedent to his appear- 
ance as an hiſtorian, and a ſpeciouſneſs of ſtyle 
render him ſo infinitely more dangerous than his 
15 fellow labourers, that it is much to be lamented 


that ſome perſon, (for inſtance, a Lord Littelton,) 


eminent for parts and learning, has not thought 
it worth his while profeſſedly, (but I would have 
it compendiouſly, for a reaſon I ſhall hereafter 


give,) to expoſe to public view the incongruities, 


artifices, and pernicious intention of this ſophiſt. 
But when I lament that no man of a ſuperior 
ſtamp has ſet himſelf the taſk, I do not mean 
that extraordinary learning or talents are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary: on the contrary, I think an at- 
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tentive td muſt qualify every man of common 
ſenſe full as well for the purpoſe, if we could ſup- 
pole that an equal degree of regard would be paid 
to him; but it is certain, that the name and ſig- 
nature of a perſon in high repute gives, to manifeſt 
eternal truths, greater force than when uttered by 
a common or unknown writer, although the eſſence 
of truth cannot be altered by the greater or leſſer 
reputation of him who utters it. 
It is true, a more effectual antidote to the poiſon = 
of Hume's hiſtory cannot be deſired than Mrs. 
MCauley's, if they are but read and compared 
together with their reſpective authorities; but the 
misfortune is, the peruſal and comparing of two 
ſo bulky writers cannot be expected from the 
lazineſs of modern readers; and it is on the no- 
tions and principles of the lazy claſs of readers that 
the preſent welfare of our country and the fate of 
poſterity, in a great meaſure, depend. In fact, 
of what importance would it be to the com- 


munity, if thoſe very few, who have inclination 


and perſeverance to work through volumes, ſhould 
enlarge their minds to even the ſtandard of an an- 
_ cient Roman, when the young nobility, gentry, 
and men of property, who compoſe the lazy claſs, 
Rill remain , uncorrected, an unin- 


formed : 


For theſe reaſons, L think that ſome. mockt fo 
e eee as not to terrify by its bulk, con- 
| fined 


| 1 
fined fimply, and bearing the import of ſuch in its 
title, to a refutation of Hume's tenets, and de- 
monſtration of his partiality and pernicious prin- 
ciples, would be more beneficial than a full, com- 


plete body of hiſtory, digeſted methodically, ſup= 
ported by the beſt authority, and animated by the 


nobleſt ſentiments. But until ſome eminent per- 
ſon will be perſuaded to take up the employment, 
it is the duty of every common citizen to exert 
whatever force he has in the common cauſe. 


A jealous ſpirit in the people, of thoſe wh ge- 


vern and the principle of reſiſtance, from the 


palladium of liberty, particularly in a limited mo- 


narchy. An abhorrence of tyrants, or even of 


thoſe who have a ſemblance of tyrants, (and it wilf 
ſcarcely be diſputed that Charles had a ſemblance, 


is inſeparable from this jealous ſpirit and prineiple 


of refiſtance : whoever would extinguiſh the one, 


would extinguiſh the other. When we ſee there- 
fore, a junto of notorious court-retainers, clubbing 
their labours to reconcile us to the defpotic admi- 
niftration of Charles, to his duplicity, to his breach 
of faith, and violation of the moſt ſolemn compacts, 
we may fafely conclude, that a defign is lodged 
to extinguiſh the neceſſary jealous ſpirit of librriy and 


inculcate the principles of non- reſiſtance. It may 


be faid, that a too great jealouſy of liberty is 


equally ns. pda with a too great confidence ; 
| that 
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that as the latter may plunge us into ſſavery, the 
former may into anarchy. I ſhould allow fome 
weight to this objection, if in the whole courſe of 
our hiſtory, a refutation, in a ſingle inſtance, could 
be produced of theſe poſitions ; That the ſpirit of li- 
berty is ſlnw jo act, even againſt the worſe princes, and 
exerts itſelf in favour of the beſt with more effect than any 
other ſpirit whatſoever. I muſt therefore repeat, 
that the keeping alive the jealous ſpirit of liberty is 
2 common cauſe ; That a deteſtation of tyrants, or 
even of thoſe who lean to tyranny, is inſeparable 
from this ſpirit; That Charles the Firſt was a ty- 
rant in principle and in action; That thoſe who la- 
bour to reconcile us to his avout and character, 
would deſtroy the ſpirit of liberty, and ultimate- 
Iy eſtabliſh the principle of non · reſiſtance; That 
a junto of mercenaries and court retainers do la- 
bour to theſe purpoſes; That it is, therefore, the 
duty of every common citizen, who has the in- 
tereſt of his country at heart, to exert continually 
whatever force he has to defeat their purpoſes ; 
or, at leaſt, weaken their influence; for, in me- 
chanicks, the ſmalleſt force continually applied will 
overcome the moſt violent motions communicated 
to bodies. | | 
From theſe . [ purpoſe to offer 
to the public, hereafter, ſome curſory remarks 
on Mr. Hume's Hiſtory of the two firſt Stuarts: 
through 
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if they are well received, I ſhall continue thent 
through the reigns of the two laſt. If they have, 
in any degree, the effect which I could wiſh, I 
ſhall think myſelf amply recompenſed, the only 
recompence which I can promiſe myſelf. I can- 


not hope for any glory from the compoſition ; the 


little reading which a ſoldier can ſnatch up at 
intervals will ſcarcely qualify him to reap laurels 
in the field of literature; and it will eaſily be 


believed, that- the ſentiments which I avow, will 


not procure a place or a penſion. 
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A BREAKFAST 
FOR 


RIVINGTON. 


Mr, H, 
S Mr. Rivington has given the public to un- 
derſtand, that he does not chuſe to deal with 
any writers, but thoſe of the moſt accurate and ele- 


gant kind, and who have paſſed through a regu- 
lar courſe of education; and as I cannot flatter my- 


ſelf, that I am one of this claſs, I do not preſume | 
to offer this little performance to him, though it is 
intended for his vindication ; but, as underſtand 


| from the ſame authority, that you admit into your 
paper even the loweſt traſh, I find myſelf under 


the neceſſity of applying to you. Mr. Rivington 
has I know, like other great men, his calumnia- 
tors and enemies; —envy and malice ever were 
attendant on exalted genius and merit. It is in- 
conceivable, what numbers are endeavouring to de- 

| tract 
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tract from this. nd en how they 
ſtrain their little wits to throw a ridicule upon his 
talents, his ſtyle, his integrity, and even his erudi- 
tion. This Ja, one ſhould 1 imagine, if any thing 
of human attainment can, is unqueſtionable, as he 
has given ſuch eminent and manifold proofs of it: 
however it does not eſcape them. I found my- 
ſelf the other night, (for as a ſtudier of men and 
characters I aſſociate with all ſorts,} amongſt a ſet 


of the moſt flaming factious enemies to all order 


and government; where the moſt reſpectable cha- 
rafters of the age were treated with ſcandalous 
freedom. Lord Mansfield was a Jeffries, Lord 
Bute a ſolemn empty pedantic Jacobite, and Mr. 
Rivington a ridiculous pragmatical ſlip-ſlop cox- 
comb : they ſaid, that he had not decency enough 
for the porter of a bawdy-houſe, learning enough 

for a barrack waſher-womaa, nor imagination ſuf- 
| ficient for a Chriſimas-bellman :—that at the age 
of fifteen he was turned out of the blue-ſchool, 
v here he had been bred, as too incorrigible a dunce 


to make a ſcavenger of; that they had, by way of 


jocular experiment for ſome time tried him in this 
capacity.; but that he always, in windy days, ſwept 
the duſt up againſt the wind. By perſiſting in this 
practice he was very near loſing his eyes, and that 
you may obſerve. they are ſtill extremely weak 
from its effects. At this, Sir, I own my blood 
boiled. I ſaid, they muſt be driven to great ſtraits 


indeed, if they could object nothing worſe to a 
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gentleman's character than his having been bred at 
a charity ſchool; for that it had been the caſe of 
ſome of the moſt illuſtrious men the nation had 
produced; the late Lord Hardwicke, and Mr. Pri- 
vr, had been educated in the ſame manner. As to 
the ſtory of the weakneſs of his eyes, proceeding 
from ſweeping the duſt againſt the wind, I know it 
to be a falſhood ; for that it had been contracted, 
to my knowledge, by poring into a Johnſon's dicti- 
onary of his own printing, late at nights, to find 


out decent polyſyllables, of ſufficient ſound and 


dignity, to dreſs up an advertiſement of Scotch 
herrings, lumber, and pickled oyſters. 
I aſſerted, that his compoſitions were incompre- 

| henſibly fine, his language ſonorous and muſical ; 
although, perhaps, he did not always apply words 
to their legitimate meaning ; as who does in ſuch 
an immenſity of buſineſs ; and that he ſhould round 
a period with any bookſeller in Chriſtendom :; That 
he was a Latin ſcholar, I thought muſt be allowed 
'by all unprejudiced men, when they confidered his 
numberleſs and apt quotations from Horace. 
Upon my mentioning his knowledge of Latin, the 
hole company burſt out into a horſe-laugh, which 
I thought was very indecent, and, when the up- 
roar ſubſided, demanded the explanation, They in- 
ſiſted upon it, that he was ſo totally ignorant of it, 
that he did not know the meaning, nor could he 
- conjugate the verbs mentor, nor vapulo, though he 
ſo generally * the former, and has ſo often 


experi- 


C188 3 


experienced the latter :—that his patches of Hos 


race were always furniſhed by his friend the Doc- 
tor—that when he had finiſhed one of his pieces, he 
always applied to the Doctor for a motto to dig- 


nify his performance; that, for inſtance, the four 


lines from Horace, prefixed to his late Epiſtle to 
Mr. Sears, (which I really think one of the ſmarteſt 
things Jever read,) were pointed out by the Doctor; 
and that a blunder whimſical enough happened on 
this occaſion, though it was fortunately rectified in 
time for the preſs. They related, that when he 
went as uſual for his motto to the Doctor, the Doc- 
tor wrote him down theſe lines: 


While you alone ſuſtain the weighty cares 
Of all the world, and manage peace and wars; 
The Roman State by virtue's rules amend, 
Adorn with manners, and with arms defend ; | 
To write a long diſcourſe, and waſte your time, 
Againſt the public good, wou'd be a crime. 


ſaying “ Rivington, you may tranſcribe the Latin 
at your leiſure, as you have Horace in your ſhop; 
remember, it is the firſt epiſtle.” Rivington went 


home vaſtly happy, but unluckily miſtook. the firſt 


ſatire for the firlt epiſtle. When the Doctor went to 
reviſe it the next morning, he found theſe lines 
very fairly written Qui fit Mæcenas ut nemo quam, 


Kc. and under, the above tranſlation. They added, 


| that though the Doctor was that morning in an hor- 
rible il humour, (as he had * Juſt been reading the. 


— Biſhop | 
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Biſhop of St. Aſaph's ſpeech,) he could not refrain 

from laughing; but, however, after having be- 

ſtowed ſome Amate mus on the ſkull of his friend, 

he for the honour of the common cauſe, took the 
pains to tranſcribe the lines with his own hand, to 
pre vent any further blunders. They then proceed- 
ed to fall foul upon his Engliſn; they ſaid that 
when he firſt ſet up his preſs, and before he was 
under the correction of the Doctor, he uſed always 
to write muſketeers, muſk-cat- ears dragoons, dra- 
gons— battalions, battle lions; and that he really 
thought theſe ſtrange things were made uſe of in 
war; that all the words ending in on, as flaggel- 


lion, caftigation, ſalivauon, words he is beſt ac- 


quainted with, he ſpelt with an /. I hate the ſtory 
they told of him, which, although I was curſedly 
enraged, I confeſs made me ſmile ; that writing to 
his niece, who was going to be married to an emi- 
nent pawnbroker in St. Martin's Lane, he began 
his letter thus: My dear Kitty, as you are going 
to be married, and are ſo very young a girl, I 
would adviſe you by all means, at leaſt, at firſt, to 
act with a little cuſhion,” meaning it for canton. 
Now I would appeal to all makin who are not 
totally blinded by party and faction, whether it is 
credible, whether it is poſſible, that a gentleman, 
who has from his cradle, been in ſome ſort a re- 


liainer of the Muſes, ſhould be guilty of ſuch groſs, 


| ſuchridiculous blunders, When I ſay Mr. Riving- 
ton has been a retainer of the Muſes, I do not 
| | mean, 


( 


mean, Sir, in 1 your paltry ſphere, a mere dealer in 
| indexes and title pages. No, Sir, his ſphere has 


been more enlarged. It is notorious, that when ho 
had finiſhed his ftudies, he was invited into a ſociety, 


of eminent intinerary comedians; I know very 
well, that his enemies give out, that he only am- 


puted the luminaries betwixt the as; but I could 


bring authentic proofs of his n himſelf 
in ſorae | important characters, | 
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kxxxrirIzb, „ 


&« 4 friendly Addreſs to all reaſonable Ame- 

4 ricans, on the Subjeft of our Political 
„ Confufions,” gave birth to the follow- 
ing Performance, addrefled To Tus 
| PEOPLE OF AMERICA, : 


% Let's canvaſs him in his broad cardinals hat.” 
PE  SHAKESPEAR« 


To the PEOPLE of AMERICA, 

PAMPHLET, entitled A friendly Addreſs ts 
A all reaſonable Americans, advertiſed and ſold 
by Mr. James Rivington of New York, is of ſo 
extraordinary a nature, that it is difficult for any | 
man who is intereſted in the welfare of the com- 
munity (whatever contempt he may. have for the 
performance) to remain ſilent. I know not whe- 
ther the author is a layman or eccleſiaſtic, but he 


1 * Tt is ſaid to have been written by the Reverend Dr, Miles 
Cooper, preſident of King's College, at New-York. , 


| | bears 
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bears Arongly the characters of the latter: he has 
the want of candour and truth, the apparent ſpirit 
of perſecution, the unforgiveneſs, the deadly hatred 
to diſſenters, and the zeal for arbitrary power which 
has diſtinguiſhed churchmen in all ages, and more 
particularly the high part of the Church of Eng- 
land. I cannot help, therefore, H—— him 
as one of this order. GE 
The deſign of his Reverence's pamphilet, is ma- 
nifeſtly to diſſolve the ſpirit of union, and check 
the noble ardour, prevailing through the conti- 
nent; but his zeal ſo far outruns his abilities, that 
there is the greateſt reaſon to think that he has 
laboured to little effect. His diſcretion ſeems to be 
ſtill leſs than his genius; a man of common judg- 
ment would not ſo wantonly have attacked the ge- 
neral reigning principle and opinions of the peo- 
ple, whom he intends to intimidate or ſeduce out. 
of their rights and privileges. For inſtance, I 
believe there are at leaſt ninety-nine Americans in 
a hundred, WhO think that Charles the Firſt was an 
execrable tyrant; that he met with no harder fate 
than he deſerved; and that his two ſons ought, in 
5 juſtice, to have made the ſame exit. | 
To deſcant, therefore, on the criminality of the 
reſiſtance made to that tyrant; to affect, on every 
occaſion, giving the title of rebellion to the civil 
war which brought him to juſtice, is a degree of 
weakneſs which no man who is not blinded by 
thedzmon of Jacobitiſm could poſſibly be guilty of. 


But 


"© IS 

But to + PROP up in this enlighteacd age, hs 
does in almoſt expreſs terms, paſſive obedience, 
is a mark of lunacy, or at leaſtit proves that the mo- 
ment a head begins to itch for a mitre, it loſes the 
faculty of reaſoning ; for if the principle of paſſive 
obedience is admitted, the gracious prince, for 
whom his Reverence profeſſes ſo great a devotion, 
is a downright uſurper, and the parliament, of 
which he ſpeaks ſo reſpectfully, Lords and Com- 
mons, are rebels and traitors. 
The doctrines he aims to inculcate are As s fol- 
low; That the parlianient has a right io tax you with- 
out your conſent ; that the duty upon tea is no tax; that 
this duty is your only grievance , that the cauſe of Baſtau 

is their own concern; that it is wat yeur cauſe ; that the 
_ Puniſhment of Baſtan is a juft puniſiment; that it is leni- 


en; that it is not equal io their crimes; that the 


Beſtonians are rebels, traitors, and pampered fanatics ; 
that the Congreſs are little better; that no miſconduet of 
adminiflraticn can juſtify or excuſe open diſreſpect; that 
ub miſſon is to be paid to the higher powers, whatever 
character they be; that an apofile enjoined ſubmiſſion to 
the tyrant Nero; that of all people under heaven, the 
 kmg's American ſubjects have the leaſt cauſe for com- 
Plaine; that the preſent confuſion of the Colonies have been 
occafimed by falſe alarms ; that none of your legal rights 
have been invaded ; no injury has been done you ; and, 
conſequently, that you can never be juſtiſied in reſenting that 
of which you have no reaſon to complain ; that you are 
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uo judges of the rights of Parliament ; that the Parlia- 
ment ono to att according to their own judgment, 
not according to yours, euen in things which concern you 
principally or ſolely ;, that they aſſert they have the right in 
queſtion ; that you have never proved they have not ; that 
you have always believed or allaved they have, untill the 
' preſent occaſon; that the Quebec Bill is a juſt and 
conflitutional bill ; that the Canadians ' are likely to 
prove the beſt and maſt loyal ſubjects in his Majeſty's 
American dominions ; that there is too much reaſon to Be- 
lieve, that the minds of the Americans are unprincipled, 
and their hearts diſpiſed for rebellion , that, fince the- 
redluclian of Canada, they have been bloated wwith a vain 
opinion of their own power and importance ; that the 
iſland of Great Britain is able to govern, (that is, 16 

dragoon, ) ten Americans; that the moment it is known 
that America is no longer under the protection of Great 

Britain, all the maritime powers of Europe would 
join to ravage your ſea- Ports, plunder and feize your 
ſhips, merely for the pleaſure of ravaging *; that al 


* This is perhaps the moſt prepoſterous idea that ever was 
hatched in a diſtempered brain. America (more particularly 
ſince the diſtractions in Poland have taken place) has been the 
great granary, or cella penaria of Europe. ls it poſſible to con- 
ceive, that the different maritime powers ſhould unite to de- 
prive themſelves of the chief means of ſubſiſtence, merely for the 
fun's ſake ? 1s it not more natural to ſuppoſe, that they would 
outbid each other for your friendſhip and commerce, on whick 
fo much depends? When the Low Countries withdrew them 
| We: ſelves 
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the maritime powers of the world would not diſpoſſeſs 
Great Britain of the empire of the ſea, even when 

America is ſeparated from her. Now I challenge 
the world to produce ſo many wicked ſentiments, 
{ſtupid principles, audaciouſly falſe aſſertions, and 
monſtrous abſurdities, crouded together into. fo 
ſmall a compaſs. All his poſitions, indeed, are ſo 
ſelf evidently abſurd and falſe, that it would be an 
inſult to American underſtanding, ſeriouſly to at- 
tempt refuting them. I ſhall only beg leave to 

take notice of the curious argument he uſes to 

prove the duty on tea to be no tax, it-is, that 
unleſs we conſent to the tax, we are not to pay the duty; 
we may refuſe purchaſing it if we plegſe. The 
ſame logic would demonſtrate that a duty on beer, 
candles, or ſoap would be no tax: as we are not 
abſolutely obliged to drink beer, we may drink | 


water; we may go to bed before it is dark, and 


we are not forced to waſh our ſhirts, His aſſertion 
that Great Britain, when divorced from her, colo- 
nies, will ſtill hold: the empire of the ſeas, in ſpite 


ſelves from the b of Spain, did LT e and 
the other powers, immediately ſet about ravaging their „ 
ports and ſeizing their thips ? Did they not, on the contrary, 
exert themſelves, directly and indirectly, to aſſiſt them? The 
| caſe i is ſimilar ; - the event would be ſimilar, and that Great Bri- 
tain would not be powerful enough at ſea, when ſeparated 
from her colomes, to prevent this aſſiſtance, I ſhall. refer my 
readers to Maſſie's Eftimates, the authority of which has never 
been diſputed, and which demonſtrate that more than half the 
naval power of Great Britain ſtands on her American foundation. 


of 


. 


of all the powers of the world, is ſtill more inge. 
nious. It amounts to this, that without the poſſible 
means 'of procuring timber, iron, plank, maſis, pitch, 
tar, or hemp, to furniſh out a ſingle frigate, they may 
| build more fhips than all the world put together; that 
when her nurſery for ſeamen is deſtroyed, and all the com- 
merce on which the exiſtence of ſeamen depends is annihi- 
lated, they will then be able to man more fleets than the 
whole univerſe put together. But I am aſhamed of 
treſpaſſing on the public patience, in making 
ſtrictures on ſuch ridiculous articles, I ſhall there- 
fore paſs to ſome queſtions which have not been ſo 
much agitated, and on which, if I miſtake not, his 
Reverence lays the greateſt ſtreſs; for, as he mo- 
deſtly declares, that he has no opinion of your cou- 
rage, it was natural for him to conſider intimida- 
tion and terror, as the moſt powerful figures of 
rhetoric. Regular armies from Great Britain, Heſſians, 
Hanoverians, royal ſtandards erected, ſrilful generals, 
legions of Canadians, and unnumbered tribes of ſavages, 
ſwords flaming in the front and rear, peſtilence, deſolatiom, 
and famine, are all marſhalled in a moſt dreadful 
order by this church militant author. But let us 
ſomewhat minutely examine the picture, and ſee 
whether, ſtripped of its falſe colouring, it has any 
thing really terrifying. His Reverence begins with 
aſſuring us, that there is no room to doubt but 
that ſuch an army as was employed in the reducti- 
on of Canada (that is, an army of 5000 men) would 


= 
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be more than ſufficient for the conqueſt of all the 
diſaffected American colonies, which are, in fact, 
all the colonies, ſhould us a reſolution become 
; neceſſary in order to reduce them to obedierice. 5 
For my own part, I think there is very great rea- 
ſon to doubt that 7000, even of the beſt troops, 
are able to conquer 200, ooo, of the moſt diſorderly 
peaſantry upon earth, if they are animated in de- 
fence of every thing they hold moſt dear and ſa- 
cred; and there is ſtill greater reaſon to doubt 
that 7000 very indifferent troops, compoſed of the 
_ refuſe of an exhauſted nation, few of whom have 
ſeen action of any kind, ſhould be able to conquer 
200,000 active vigorous yeomanry, fired with the 
noble ardour we ſee prevalent through the conti- 
nent, all armed, all expert in the uſe of arms, 
Amoſt from their cradles. The ſucceſs of Quebec, 
it is true, does infinite honour to the Engliſh arms; 
the army was, I believe, only 7000; the enemy 
_ were perhaps more than double, but 16,000 men 
are not 200,000, The fate of Canada depended 
upon one deciſive action, but it is impoſſible to 
calculate how many victories muſt be gained be- 
fore the Colonies could be ſubdued; whereas a ſin- 
gle victory gained by the Colonies muſt decide the 


conteſt in their favour. In the affair of Quebec, 


there is another circumſtance to be conſidered ; 
it was a Wolfe who commanded, a man of the moſt 
wonderful talents, formed to. level all difficulties, 
to render the moſt deſpicable ſoldiery almoſt in- 

5 ſtantancoully 
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ftantancoufly an army of heroes: In ſhort, the 
genius of the man was ſo extraordinary, the event 


was ſo extraordinary, that no inferences can be 
drawn from it; but this, without preſumption, 
may be aſſerted, that no general, now exiſting in 
the Britiſh ſervice, would, with double or treble his 
number, have ſucceeded in the ſame circumſtances. 

One thing more I muſt add in honour of that 


illuſtrious perſonage, that the ſame greatneſs of 


foul which qualified him to conquer the natural 
hereditary enemies of this country, would have 


made him reject with horror the hangman's office; 
which others, who are not endowed with conquer: 


ing attributes, will, with readineſs, accept. 
It is notorious, that Mr. Wolfe was not only the 
firſt of ſoldiers, but that he was a moſt liberal vir- 


| tuous citizen; that he was paſſionately attached to 


the liberties of his country, and of mankind ; and 
that he was particularly an enemy to large ſtand- 


ing armies, in time of peace. It is, on the other 


hand, remarkable, that all the advocates for ſtand- 
ing armies, all thoſe who are the fondeſt of the fad- 


dling and parade of war, are the moſt active in 


avoiding real ſervice. 


This tremendous ſoothſayer, on the ſuppoſition, . 


that ſo great a miracle ſhould happen in our fa- 
vour, as that the trifling body of 500,000 men, 
though firmly united (for every man in America, 
firmly united, would not amount to leſs) ſhould be 
able to withſtand his 7000, goes on to rattle in our 


ears 


0 
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ears armies s of Heikans and Hanoverians. I wiſh 
to Heaven he had for once deviated into probabi- 
lity and truth: I wiſh 10, ooo of them could poſ- 
ſibly be tranſported to-morrow, The purpoſe they 
would anſwer, is a purpoſe devoutly to be wiſhed 
for, they would be an addition to this continent 
of juſt ſo many uſeful and excellent citizens; for 
I will venture to affirm, affirming is infectious, 
that in leſs than four months not two of theſe 
10,000 would remain with their colours. But 
does not this reverend Gentleman know, that in 
the year 1764, a convention was formed by moſt 
of the princes of the empire, at the head of which 
convention were the emperor himſelf and the king 
of Pruſſia, to prevent the alarming emigrations 
which threatened depopulation to Germany ? Does 
he not know that no troops can marci out of the 
"empire without the conſent of the Emperor ? Does 
he not know that the Elector of Hanover and the 
"uperor are upon exceeding ill terms? Does he 
not know that the Elector of Hanover and the 
King of Pruſſia are ſtill upon worſe? Is he ſure 
that the Landgrave of Heſſe would ſell his troops? 
For, as not one man would return back to their 
country, he muſt conſider them as for ever ſold. 
Is he ſure that, as the finances of Great Britain 
ſtand, the vaſt ſum neceſſary for this purchaſe 
would be conveniently found ? Is he ſure that the 
"Nate of Hanover would conſent to ſuch a draining 
of their country? I know not how it is; but his 


- FE 


3 excellent Majeſty George the Third, who in 


England is juſtly eſteemed the moſt gracious of 
1 the wiſeſt, greateſt, and beſt of kings, 
is not very popular in the EleQorate of Hanover. 

Theſe people ſeem to think it hard, that 270, 000 l. 

ſhould annually be drawn from them, for the pur- 


poſes, as they conceive it, of corrupting the mem- 


bers of St. Stephen's Chapel, in order to ſupport 
the power and authority of a ſet of men, who, 
from the beginning, have been enemies to the ſuc- 


ceſſion of the Hanover line, and who ſhewed a 
particular animoſity to their laſt and favourite 
prince George the Second. But theſe difficulties, 


(great and unſurmountable as to a common mortal 
they appear, ) our divine exorciſt has, in an inſtant, 
conjured down; and by a ſingle motion of his en- 
chanted wand, has tranſported whole armies in 
ſpite of their N princes, and without the 
conſent of their reſpective ſtates, from the interior 
parts of Germany, acrofs the Atlantic into the 
plains of New England and Pennſylvania ; but he 
does not confine himſelf to the introduction of his 
Germans. He proceeds next to erect the royal 
ſtandard, to which he tells us, that ali who haye 


the courage to declare n now friends to 


government, will undoubtedly reſort; and theſe, 
he fays, in a good cauſe, will be of themſelves 
formidable to their oppoſers. Dreadfully formi- 
dable they muſt be indeed There would reſort to 
it; let me lee, for the reſpeGable town of Rye, 
. have 
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: have declared themſelves a kind of neutrals, rather 
man friends to government; there would refort to 
it, Mr. Juſtice Sewell, the hondurable Mr. Paxton, 
Brigadier Kuggles, and about eight or ten more 
mundamus council- men, with perhaps twice their 
number of expectants and not leſs than twenty of 
>the unrecanted Hutchinſonian addreſſers; theſe the 
four provinces of New England-alone would ſend 
forth. New York would furniſh- fix, ſeven, or 
Probably eight volunteers, from a certain knot, 
ho are in poſſeſſion or expectation of contracts, 
and the fourth part of a dozen of high- flying 
Church of England Romaniſed prieſts. 1 repre- 
ſent to myſelf the formidable countenance they 
will make, when arranged under the royal or mi- 
niſterial ſtandard; but what will add to the ter- 
ror of the appearance will be their Reverend Pon- 
tilex himſelf, whom 1 conceive marching in the 
front, an inquiſitorial frown upon his brow, his 
bands and canonicals floating to the air, bearing 
a croſs in his hands, with the tremndous motto, 
in hoc figno vinces, flaming upon it in capital letters 
of blood, leading them on and exciting them to 
victory. It is impoſſible that men, who are not 
under an infatuation by the judgment of Heaven, 
mould flatter themſelves, that forty thoufand Ame- 
: .-rican yeomanry; for we are aſſured by the ſame 
Steat authority, that more than forty thouſand 
cannot be brought to action, ſhould ſtand the 
hock of this dreadful phalanx. „ 
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But 1 thould beg pardon for attempting to be 


ludicrous, upon a ſubject which demands our 


utmoſt indignation. I ſhall now therefore, on 


the preſumprion that the people of England ſhould 
be ſo loſt to ſenſe, virtue, and ſpirit, as to ſuffer 
their profligate miſ-rulers to perſevere ' in their 
preſent meaſures, endeavour to ſtate to you what 


is their force, and what is yours. I ſhall endeavour 


to remove the falſe terrors which this writer -would 
hold out in order to intimidate you from the de- 


fence of your liberties and thoſe of poſterity, that 
he and his ſimilars may wallow in finecures and 


hene fices heaped up from the fruits of your labour 
and induſtry, Great Britain has, I believe, of 
infantry at home, comprehending Iteland, and ex- 
cluſive of the guards, fifteen thouſand men. They 
find the greateſt difficulty in keeping the regiments 
up to any thing near their eſtabliſhment ; what 
they are able to procure afs of the worft fort, 
They are compoſed of the moſt debauched weavers, 


apprentices, the ſcum of the Iriſh Roman Catho- 


lies, who deſert upon every occaſion; and afew 
Scotch, who are not ſtrong enough to carry packs. 
This is no exaggeration ; thoſe who have been 
lately at Boſton, repreſent the ſoldiers there (one or 
two regiments excepted) as very defective in ſize, 
and apparently in ſtrength. But we ſhall be told 


they are ſtill regulars, and regulars have an irre- 


fiſtible advantage. There is perhaps, more im- 
poſition | in the term regular troops, than in any 


La of 
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of the jargon n which iſſues from the” mouth of a 
quack doctor. I do not mean to inſinuate, that à 
diſorderly mob are equal to a trained diſciplined 
body of men; but I mean, that all the eſſentials, 
neceſſary to form infantry for real ſervice, may be 
acquired in a few months *. I mean, that it is 
very poſſible for men to be cloathed in red, to be 
expert in all the tricks of the parade, to call them- 
ſelves regular troops, and yet, by attaching them- 
ſelves principally or ſolely to the tinſel and ſhow of 
war, be totally unfit for real ſervice. This, I am 
told, is a good deal the caſe of the preſent Britiſh © 
infantry. If they can acquit themſelves tolerably 
in the puerile reviews, exhibited for the amuſe- 
ment of royal maſters and miſſes in Hyde Park, or 


| Wimbledon Common, it is ſufficient. 
In the peginning of the late war, ſome of the | 


* There cannot be a er inodration of the wa. 1 6 
advanced, than the Pruſſian army. They are compoſed of about | 
' one-third of the King's ſubjeQs, two-thirds foreigners. The 

third conſiſting of his own ſubjects are, when the exerciſing 
ſeaſon is over, which laſts ſix or ſeven weeks, ſuffered to re- 


turntotheir families, and attend to the buſineſs of bufbandry.  -- 


Half of the other two-thirds, conſiſting of foreigners, ar&not 


only permitted, but encouraged to work at their trades in the _ 


garriſon towns, and never touch a muſquet for the reſt of the 
year. So that, in fact, only one-third are in the modern lan- 
guage, to be called regular ſoldiers: theſe generally make their 

eſcape the firſt opportunity. It may be ſaid, therefore, that 
the King of Pruſſia has gained all his viQtories wh a ſort of 


| militia, | op 
molt 
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maſt eſteemed regular regiments were ſent over to- 
this country; they were well dreſſed, they were. 
well powdered, they were perfect maſters of their 
manual exerciſe, they fired together in platoons; 
but fatal experience taught us, that they knew not 
| how to fight. While your militia were frequently ' 
crowned with ſucceſs, theſe regulars were defeated 
or baffled for three years ſucceſſively, in every part 
of the Continent. At length, indeed, after re- 
peated loſſes and diſgraces, they became excellent 
troops, but not until they had abſolutely forgotten, 
every thing which, we are aſſured, muſt render re- 
gulars quite irrefiſtable. The corps {ent from this. 
country under General Monkton, was, I believe, 
for its number, one of the beſt armies that ever 
was led to conqueſt ; and yet, if I have been rightly. 
informed, there was not a ſingle regiment. of them. _ 
that could go through the manual exerciſe, or, at. 
beſt, they performed it moſt wretchedly. It is. 
likewiſe ſaid, that when, after their glorious and 
rapid conqueſt of Martinico, they were joined by 
the ſpruce regiments from Europe, ſuch was their. 
uncooth appearance, that they were ſcarce honour- 
ed with the title of ſoldiers by thoſe. gentlemen,” © 
Upon the whole, it is moſt certain that men wn 4 
| be ſmartly dreſſed, keep their arms bright, be called, 
regulars, be expert in all the anticks of a review, . 
and yet be very unfit for real action. It is equallß 
certain, that a militia, by confining themſelves to 
e * a . of the neceſſary ma- 
neœuvres, 
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nee vres, may become, in a very few months, a 


moſt formidable infantry. The yeomanry of Ame 
rica have, beſides, infinite advantages over the 
peaſantry of other countries; they are accuſtomed 


from their infancy to fire arms; they are expert in 
the uſe of them: whereas the lower and middle 


people of England, are, by the tyranny of certain 


laws, almoſt as ignorant in the uſe of a muſquet, 
as they are of the ancient catapulta. The Ame- 
ricans are likewiſe, to a man, ſkilful in the ma- 
nagement of the inſtruments neceſſary for all mi- 
litary works; ſuch as ſpades, pick-axes, hatchets, 
&c. Taking, therefore, all circumſtances. into 


conſideration, there will be no raſnneſs in affirm» 


ing, that this continent may have formed for ac- 


tion, in three or four months, one hundred thou- 


ſand infantry; for as to the aſſertion of one friend- 


ly adviſer, that no more than forty thouſand could aft 
7 advantage, I confeſs I do not underſtand it, nor 
does he, I believe, underſtand it himſelf, If he 
means that ſixty thouſand men cannot be ranged 
in a field, capable of containing only forty thou- 
ſand, we ſhall all agree with him; but how, in 
the operation of a war, upon a vaſt continent, 


double this number ſhould be a diſad vantage, 1 
can have no conception. 

Let one ſimple general plan be adopted for the 
e and ſubdiviſion of your battalions; 
let them be inſtructed only in ſo. much of the 
manual exerciſe as to prevent confuſion, and ac- 

n 


Ca» 


cidents in loading and, firing; £- It them 1 ds 
to form, to retreat, to advance, to change their 
front, to rally by their colours; let them be taught 
to reduce themſelves from a line of fire to a line of 
impreſſion, that is, from two deep to four, ſix, or 
eight. This! is all ſo ah and ſimple, that it my 

this fort. be progeny 1 fog, and there is no 
doubt but that, in the time I have aſcribed, you, 
may have an army on foot of ſeventy, eighty, or. 
an hundred thouſand men, _ fo all the ſervices 
ab wart. 
Should this be admitted; it will be ſtill objected 
that you have no able officers to conduct you. 1 
: do not know that you have, but it is certain that 
thoſe ſent to dragon you have better? I have 
taken ſome pains to inform myſelf what methods. 
theſe gentlemen, ſaid to be bred to arms, take to 
qualify themſelves in a ſuperior degree for the pro- 
feſſion. What is their rotine of inſtruction ? Do 
they read much? I am aſſured that they do not. 
From books alone the theory of war can be ac- 
quired, and the Engliſh ſervice, in times of peace, 
affords them no practical leſſons! for mounting 
guard once or twice a week, or the preparation for 


the review of a ſingle regiment, can never be 
eſteemedd as ſuch *. 


Another 5 


* + It, is 3 to, be lamented, that the. gentlemen of the. | 
amy do not apply more of the many leiſure hours they have. 


pon 
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Another 1 Americans, "way; be. 
added for your comfort; it has been allowed by 
ſome of the moſt candid of the tegulars themſelves, 
that during the laſt war upon this continent, your 
countrymen, the provincial field officers, were in 
general more underſtanding and capable than their 
own of the ſame rank. But the hiſtory of the civil war 
in the year 1641, furniſhes us with the ſtrongeſt in- 


ſtances that excellent officers may be ſoon formed 


from country | Citizens, augen. and fare” 


| vpon their hands, to ading, The majority of them are . 
2 generous diſpoſition, which did they cultivate, by converſe 
ing with the great hiſtorians and orators of antiquity, and the 
more liberal political writers of our own country, a ſtanding | 


army woyld be ſomething leſs. an object of jealouſy to all vir- 


tuous citizens. We might perhaps ſee them, inflead of being 


advocates and partizans of the preſent miniſtry, a check upon 


their wickedneſs, Lam inclined to think that few, or none of 


the officers have condeſcended to inform themſelves of the : 
| merii of the preſent conteſt, Let me conjure them, for once, 


to read cooly y and candidly the whole procels ; afterwards to 
lay their hands upon their hearts, and anſwer, whether the 


people of America in general, and of Boſton in ee | 


are more ſinned againſt, or ſinning d 


Now 1 am upon the ſubje& of the officers of the army, I 


take the. opportunity of mentioning, with the reſpect due to. 
him, one gentleman of high rank among them. His general 


conduct while in command was ſo liberal, and his letters quot- 


ed in the Houſe of Commons, were fo fair, candid and 
friendly to the Continent, that he i is intitled to the thanks of 
America. He is indeed of a country that owes not only its 
proſperity, but its exiſtence, to =o —_ principles, which 
aGugte America. | + IT 2 

mers, 


"th 
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mers. The parliainent's army, or, as our prieſtly 


writer would call them, the beine republicans, 


were chiefly compoſed of this claſs of men. In the 
beginning of this war, they were treated with the 
ſame affected contempt, and almoſt in the ſame 


opprobrious terms as you, the people of America, 


are by your friendly and decent adviſer. 
Whoever would infer from the tenor of theſe | 

papers, that the writer is deſirous of precipitating, 

or could look with indifference upon the calamities 


of a civil war, does him great injuſtice. He con- 


ſiders them EF all the horror natural to a feel · 8 


ing man and honeſt citizen. He execrates the me- 
mory of thoſe men, to whom they may be e 
attributed; but he is perſuaded that they never ori- 

ginated, at leaſt in ſtates of any conſiderable ex- 
tent, in the turbulent diſpoſitions of the N 


nor in the arts of demagogues, but in the oppreſ- 


ſion of their rulers, in the wantonneſs, folly, pride, - 
or avarice of kings, miniſters, or governors. The 
Griſlers of Switzerland, the Granvels of Holland, 


the Lauds and Staffords of England, were the 1 F 
doubted authors of the tragedies, acted in their 
reſpective countries; and if this continent ſhould 
be ſtained with the blood of a ſingle citizen, it 


can never be charged to the unreaſonable preten- 


ſions of the people, but to the Barnards, Hutchin- * 


ſons and ſome other traitors of a ſimilar ftam Pp. 


He is convinced, that being prepared for a civil 
war is | the ſureſt n means of preventing it; that to 
oy „ 
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keep. the ſword of your enemies in their ſcabbards, . 
you muſt whet your own. He is convinced, that 
0 remonſtrances, petitions, prayers, and. ſupplicati- 


ons, will make no impreſſion on our. callous court, 


and abandoned parliament. England, Ireland, 


America, even Guernſey, Jerſey, and Minorca, are 


witneſſes of their inefficacy. He is convinced, that 
fear alone can operate; there are ſymptoms that 
it already begins to operate. The monſter Ty- 
ranny begins to pant; preſs her now with ardour, 


and ſhe is down. Already the miniſtry have ex- 
preſſed in their letter an inclination to make ſome 


conceſſions to meet you half-way, which I ſup- 


poſe, may be conſtrued thus, that as they find 
they have it not in their power to eſtabliſh, by force, 


the deſpotiſm which they aimed at, they ſhall be 
very well ſatisfied if you will juſt cede fo, much of | 
your rights and privileges as will enable them, by. 
extending their pecuniary influence, and Goin g 


your virtue, to take away the reſt at their leiſure.” 


There now remains, people of America, one 


conſideration, which, however it may be taken, I 


think it my duty to offer. Hiſtory tells us, that, 
the free States of Greece, Thebes, Sparta, Athens, 
and Syracuſe, were all, in their turns, ſubjugated 
by the force or art of tyrants. They almoſt all, 
in their turns, recovered their liberty and deftroy- 


ed their tyrants. The firſt act, upon the recovery. 


of thetr iert, was to o demoliſh. thoſe badges of 
Lavery, 


# 
I 


_--. 4a 


Habvoyi Citadels, ſtrong- holds, and alli tene- 
ments; the Switzers did the ſame ; the people of 
England, loſt in corruption and lethargy as they 
are, could never be prevailed upon to ſuffer bar- 
racks amongſt them ; even the courtly Blackſtons 
zs ſtartled at the idea. No ſeparate camps, no 

barracks, no inland fortreſſes, ſays he, ſhould be 
allowed; in fact, wherever barracks are, freedom 
cannot be ſaid to exiſt; or ſhe exiſts-ſo amn, 
ſcarcely to deſerve the name. 

It is worthy your conſideration, Americans, whes 
ther theſe badges ſhould remain or no. Fſhall 
now conclude, Wurd citizens, with invoking the 
Almighty God, from whom all virtues flow, to 
continue you in that ſpirit of unanimity and vi- 
gor which muſt enſure you ſucceſs, and immorta- 
lize you through all ages, as the UNE ys any 
patrons of the n race. 


ro THE. 
GENTLEMEN 
4 1 | or 7X 


Provincia Congreſs of Virginia. 7 


fs 


IE addreſſes preſented to their lieutenant go- 
vernor by the Council, and eleven polluted 
bers of the Aſſembly of New-York, are, to 
every ſenſible thinking American, of infinitely a 
more alarming nature, than the threats of the 
miniſter, the brutum fulmen of the king's ſpeech, (if 
that can properly be termed the king's ſpeech,) 
which the miniſter has publicly avowed to be his 
own compolitionF, or the echoing back this ſpeech 
by a hireling majority of the peers to their pay- 
maſter; for as long as a ſpirit of union ſubſiſts 
5 en. this continent; and as long as the people : 


* The off Qed friends to 1 often coniplain, that 
his Majeſty i is not treated with the reſpect due to his character 
and ſtation ; but it appears to me, that a miniſter's declaring 
in an open ſenaze, that the ſpeech from the throne is not the 
king's, but his own, is going beyond diſreſpect: it is a moſt 


outragenes inſult z It is repreſenting his Majeſty as a mere 


puppet, that ſqueaks juſt as the prompter breathes. | Sig 
| 6 | at 
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at homie have reaſon to think that this ſpirit Jork 
ſubliſt ; theſe threats of the miniſter, although vi- 
| brated from the ſounding-board of the throne, and 
the echoing it back by 'a hired chorus of peers, 
muſt caſt more ridicule upon thoſe by whom they 
are uttered than give terror to thoſe at whom they 
are levelled. But the ſuppoſition or report of any 
defection amongſt ourſelves, is a matter of moſt 
ſerious concern; it behoves you, therefore, gentle- 
men, it behoves every Provincial Congreſs of the 
continent, to conſider immediately of ſome effec- 
tual means to prevent the miſchievous conſequen- 
ces, intended by theſe. abandoned and ſenſeleſs - 
men. Have we then formed a general aſſociation - 
of our provinces ? Have we pledged ourſelves to 
each other, to our poſterity, to mankind? Have 5 
we made ſo great, temporary at leaſt, ſacrifices in 
the glorious cauſe of liberty? Have we con- 
founded our enemies by a ſtrain of virtue, ſcarcely: 
credible in theſe modern ages, and with a le: s 
harmony that has ſurpaſſed the moſt ſanguine e 
pectation? Have we aQed this noble part? And 
ſhall the council, and eleven contemptible Aﬀem- 
bly-men of New-York, attempt to render'all we ; 
have done abortive? Contemptible in all reſpects, 
in numbers, in underſtanding, in knowledge, and in 
principles! For what other tendency can their ad- 
T dreſſes to their lieutenant governor poſſibly have, 
n to counteract the reſolves of the Congreſs, and ** 
FI render 


. . 
=P 9 OR every thing you have PR abortive 7? 
| TPheſe compoſitions of puſillanimity, abject ſer- 


vility, and diſguſting folly, amount ſimply to this: 
| © That the ulmoſt exertion of this united continent, con- 
fiſting of half a million of fighting men, can have no 
ee; that all the refiſiance, ciuil or military, which 
they ran make, muſt be iu vain , but that redreſs alone 
nt be ſought, and can be expected from the mag nanimity 
of the Brinſh nation, and the known goodneſs and virtue 
| ile King, Gracious Heaven! grant us patience 
180 de told, that we are to expect any thing from 
l the magnanimity of a people who; for twelve 
years ſucceſlively, have ſuffered themſelves to be 
inſulted; diſgraced, trampeld upon, plundered, 
and butchered with impunity ! Or to be told, that 
we are to look up to the goodneſs and virtue of a 
- king, who for the ſame number of years has been 


il - influenced to make inceſſant war upon the proper- 
4 ty, rights, privileges, laws, honour, and integrity 


pot his people, in every part of the Empire, is 
enough to drive moderation itſelf into violence. 
But, continue theſs admirable ſenators; what 
opens till a ſarer proſpett of redreſs is, that his excel. 
dency governor Tryon is now near the throne 5 ſo it 
_ ſeems, that what the petitions, ſupplications, remon- 
ſtrances of the whole colonies, of the city of Lon- 
don, of the great commerical towns, of the lead- 
ing counties of England, what the voice of policy, 
Aan, juſtice, and e could not effect, 
£9 | | Coma, 
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-Colorel Dryon's being in England will. accom- 


EY l 
2 dun not whether this -Colonel Tryon 454 
man of ſo extraordinary talerits, eloquence, and 


influence, as to work theſe mighty miracles : '1 


never underſtood that he was; but I am ſure, if 
be has common ſenſe, and any manly feelings, 'He 

cannot help being ſomewhat-diſguſtzd, at this all- 
-timedtmpertinent flattery ; and that he muſt eon- 
ceive the greateſt contempt for the paraſites who, 


regardleſs of the moſt important concerns of their 


country and humanity, and at the very criſis which 


is to determine vetlier themfebues and tlicir pe- 
rity ure to be freemen or ſiuues; could ſtep aut f 


their way to offer up incenſe to an unimportant 
- individual. It may be ſaid, this is all declamation; 


it may be ſo, but it is a deelamation Whichan 


honeſt zeal in the public cauſe has forced me into. 
It is now time, gentlemen, to deviſe ſome means 
Hf putting a ſtop to this cancer before it ſpreads 


to any dangerous degree. You, gentlemen, of 


Virginia, and your neighbours of Maryland, have 


perhaps theſe means in your hands. I would pre- 
poſe then, that after a ſpirited manifeſto expteſ 


| ting your abhorrence of * council . a profti- 
| 7 wmte 


* | cannot perſuade myſelf that the council were una” 


mous in this infamous addreſs ; there are individuals amongſt 
en known — ſenſe, and * But theſe gen- 


tlemen 
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tote eleven of New-York, you ſhould proceed 0 


puniſh the individuals of this wicked junto'who 


are in your power. Some of them have great 
contracts for wheat, and corn in theſe provinces, 


from Norſolk, Alexandria, Cheſter, Baltimore, 


and other parts. They export prodigious quanti- 
ties, and enrich themſelves conſiderably by this 
commerce. I would propoſe that all commerce 
with theſe aſſaſſins ſhould be laid immediately un- 
der an interdict; that not a ſingle ſhip belonging 
to a counſellor of New-York, unleſs he purges 
himſelf by oath from having conſented to the ad- 


greſs, or of one of the proſtitute eleven, ſhould be 


furniſhed with a freight within the otbed Henny or 
Charles; and I have that opinion of the virtue of 
theſe provinces, to think your in junctions would 
be efficacious. But here F muſt beg leave to 
pauſe ſor an inſtant, and aſk pardon of the public 
for my apparent preſumption. An individual who 
offers his thoughis to ſo reſpectable a body, as a 
Congreſs, delegated by the voice of a whole people, 
has certainly the air of preſumption. It is in ſome 


"meaſure attributing to himſelf ſuperior __ 
and abilities; but, on the other hand, 

allowed, that an individual has frequently — 
fortunate enough to chalk out lines in which 


| the | moſt _ fagacious and een bodies 


Stlemen, fo far from objetting to FR obligation of * 
Ahemſelves by oath of having any ſhare of the guilt, will e- 


*Joite in the _ unit y of acquitting themſelves. 


have 
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bers not diſdained to walk. If his propoſals, of 
- hints, be weak and abſurd, they will naturally be 


a laughed at; but if his intentions be honeſt, "he 5 


10 conſciouſneſs of baving acted from motives of rec- 
titude and the love of his country, will ſuffici- 
ently compenſate for any ridicule which his ſcheme 
can incur. I would therefore wiſh, that what I 


offer ſhould rather be underſtood as bints than ad- 


vice. If theſe hints are attended to, I ſhall reap 
no perſonal glory; if they are deſpiſed, I ſhall be 
no perſonal ſufferer, as my name will probably never 
be knoy n. But to proceed with my propoſals, or 
hints, i in which latter light J am moſt deſirous they 
ſhould be conſidered, I could wiſh, to the above- 


mentioned manifeſto, was ubjoind the warmeſt 


6 letter of thanks to the virtuous ten of the Aſſembly 
of New- Vork, for their endeavours to ſtem the pro- 
fligacy and wiekedned of the majority, and for the 
noble part they have acted as true Americans and 


excellent citizens; that another addreſs, no lefs 


warm, ſhould be preſented to the gentlemen and peo- 
| ple of New-York at large, expreſſing your opinion 
okt their honeſty and public ſpirit, and lamenti ing 


their peculiar circumſtances, which to thoſe who 


Wo et 


are ſtrangers to theſe circhinſtances, may inculcate 
a belief that they alone are exceptions to the cha- 


| racter of patriotiſm, which the Amerieans are now 


| indiſputably entitled to. But above all, I could 
- wiſh that it were recommended to every province 


of che continent, more particularly to their imme- 
e diate 


— 7 


1 1 
1 


A Gate neig ours of Penn 


1 ( ihe 1 
2 TY 
145 E40 40 vie 2t FYS 


2 1811. 


"Connedtient, not to luer on one IH di 


#414 \Hbt 


_decemyirate to this foot o on their territories, 112 
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til he invokes the forgiverieſs of his country, 2 nd! 


ol lemnly engages, that his future life ſhall OO 
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conduct, of ſo obviouſly a ee tendeney. 
„The epithets Proffitute, Profigate, &c. which 1 


e 


have ſo freely made uſe of, ma) y pfoba ably appear 
illiberal; but, when we confider the miſchievous : 
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conſequences v "which the conduct 5 "thele* CS! 


N 7 * M3. * 
and Aſfembly men of N lew-York a are frail ght With 
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"muſt beallowed, that nolatiguag ecan furniſh 
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brious terms adequate to their delinqueney. Tam 
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fri indeed from apprehending that their wei 0 


14 9 1142 2414 „ 42 ' 
influence are ſufficient to ſhake the virtue 67 . F 
continent, or occaſion any defection. 140 n 10 
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believe. that an individual, | much "els. x br 5 


2141 


men, will be found who will be ſtupid and wicked | 


engugh t to tread i in their ſte eps; . the infamous? #* 5 


Ai 


of Philadelphia, and a ſmall perverſe. d arivelling 
ktot of Quakers, who form bis Senate'a and Court 


"Thi Warty ; AM 85 dee . Wercher. 
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working, with 
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eu ſpirits" in that city, towards the 7 Tuin I l a 
the hole fabric which the Cong reſs had been 
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LA Indeed, it is "moſt 5 that he was 


t the principal compiler ik not the diftator, o f thele 7 
wretched addrelfes. rech and ſentiments a are 
Jas certainly 
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x FR his: . ſame miſt, fog, . 8 
which. overcaſt all his productions, envelope theſe Wi 
addreſſes; and the ſame narrow, crooked politics, ; 
low eunning,; malignancy, and treachery, diſcover- 
able through the miſt; fog, and obſcurity of alb his 
works and actions, betray themſelves in theſo ad- 
dreſſes. 

It may now 3 as L have ee 
character, weight and credit of theſe eleven: Aſ- — 
. ſembly>men, of the majority of the, Cauncikof 
Ne- Tork, and their Philadelphian eoadjutor, or, 
more properly, dictator, - in: ſo deſpicable a light, 

_ - Wherefore ſhould I ſound: the alam? Whatimiſ- 
. chiefs can poſſibly reſult from the utmoſt ſuchmen 
can do? Laaſwer, that although they can neither 
occaſion · any defection, not preſent the leaſh pσοſ - 
pect of ſuceeſs to the enemies of America and li - 
berty they ean do- very conſiderable miſcbief: 
they can procraſtina te the iſſue; they cane and 
moſt probably will, prolong the inconveniencies 
which we muſt, more or leſs, feel during the con- 
teſt, There is nothing more certain than that the 
_ miniſtry have proceeded to the enormous lengths 
they have done upon the preſumption, that the 
attacks upon Boſton would not have been taken up 
by the other provinces as the cauſe of the whole“. 
There is, therefore, nothing more certain, bag 


LL, That this is the principle they acted upon, is now put out 
of diſpute by the conduct of Lord North in the Houſe of Com- 
Wee and ſome ſpeeches directed to him. 2 | 4 


M 2 | that 
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that the appearance of our firmneſs and unanimi- 

ty, muſt ſoon have overthrown them, or forced 
them into a total change of meaſures ; but the leaſt 
appearance, that this firmneſs and unanimity no 

longer ſubſiſts, will encourage them to perſiſt, and 
will enable them to keep their ground ſome time 

longer. Theſe addreſſes of New-York will give 

this appearance ; ſo that whatever the gentlemen, 

the merchants, the tradeſmen, the mechanicks, 

and the people of America at large, ſuffer from 

the prolongation of the conteſt, whatever ſhall be 

added to the diſtreſſes and burden of the people at 

- home, whatever.ſhall further impair the commerce, 
ſtrength, credit, and reputation of the mother 

hb country, and bring her till nearer to total bank- 

ruptcy and ruin; whatever ſhall farther alienate 

the affections of the child from the parent, may 

juſtly be imputed to this abject Council e 
-proſtitute Aſſembly- men of New-NorKx. 
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FAMOUS TRIAL 


IN THE 


* 


COURT or COMMON PLEAS, 


BETWEEN 


GENERAL MOSTYN, 3 


| GOVERNOR OF MINORCA, 
AN D AN 


 INHABITANT or THAT * ISLAND, | 


, 


1 when the people of any of their provinces offer 
up complaints of their governors, immediately to 
recal them, to hear the charges brought againſt 
them, and, if they are found guilty, to puniſh 
them in proportion to their delinquency ; and 
ſuch is the parental complacency of thoſe - eaſtern 
monarchs for their ſubjects, that even when the 
grievances complained of prove ill- founded, the 
governor who has had the misfortune, though 
innocently, to incur the ill-opinion of the people, 
is never more employed, in the ſame capacity, 
over that or any other Province, his having been 

| "= ſuſpetted 


TT is a maxim with the Emperors of China, 
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5 ene 11 mal - admirifitation being "deemed 4 
total diſqualification; Though the Juſtice of this 
maxim may not be univerſally admitted, it cer- 
tainly is a wiſe one, as it is founded on a reſpect 
and deference of: the- pubic, wiſhes; to which, 
when it can be done compatibly with the public 
ſafety, the prince ought to pay the greateſt regard. 
But, how different hes, been the rule of conduct 
| obſerved through the whole preſent reign! Does 
a governor render himſelf completely odious to 
the people over whom he is; ſet to preſide ?—heis oe 
that inſtant. adopted a favourite at court, | The | 
infamous Bernard, who was not only arraigned, 
but ſtands convicted, in the opinion of all man- 
| Kind, of one continual.ſeries.of- miſrepreſentation, 
falſehoods, treachery, and every ſpecies of treaſon 
to the people of his government, was continued un- 
til the laſt poſſible. moment ; and, when. recalled, 
ſo far from meeting with the cenſures he had me- 
| rited, that he was exalted to the rank of a baronet, 
and had an ample proviſion made for him in 
Ireland. And this public reward for delinquency 
bas had the effect which muſt naturally be ex- 
pecded for his ſucceſſor in office, it is reported, ; 
| - Pitches, many bars beyond him in perfidy and 
: | wickedneſs, for which he probably expects an 
_ Triſh peerage. And, to ſay. the truth, if our court 
acts conſiſtentiy with itſelf, they are obliged, as 
"bis: merits are fill: greater, | to confer on him a 
--* Higher 


. 157, * 


: higher title, and a more ample proviſion than, on 


| 1 5 his x pre: eceſſpr. 


FT} -r? 3 22 


If + we. turn our eye es towards Ireland, the decen- 


1 


V and kindneſs e eximbited by the ETA for that | 


| Fe 18 1 more  friking, | The late wicerohe 


r 


|  ſulfcient, "nd, 1 the only motive of his 


: tion; for, what other motive can be con yectured N 


err. 


being continued for a long five years in his ſta- 


dee 
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Wy: ud -; 
: As it is agreed, on all hands, that even the wretch- 


: ed expedients from day to day, little jobs and 
: larcengies, as well as the more ſubſtantial plun- 


dering, called, i in the cant of courtiers, "buſineſs 


= Cz k 4 ot 


of government, were never ſo miſerably bungl ed 


„ throigh' as by this ridiculous mock-! ma Jeſty. bin 


I length, however, a ſucceſſor is appointed: 


_ keagth, under the protection of the Whole me 
. tary, he 1 is withdrawn from the juſt reſentment of 


„ f F 4 nner 


the people whom he had oppreſſed, beggared, and 


: inſulted; and at len th, thus circumftanced, he 


e 


Be preſented to his fovereign, by whom he 1 is ca- 
5 reſſed, {miled upon, and prefer 


guilhed, a a manner, that-a ranger who had been 


1 571 


: preſent, would have been apt to imagine kim te- | 


Kio. loaded with the ſpoils o of ſome! ancient in» 


#5 © 


veterate. ENEMY c of his country and not with the 


Er 


. injuries and execration of e a whole dation o of loyal 
25 bel affeCtionate ſubjects, | 


Such 


red in 0 diftine 


6 1660 


Such has been the mode of treating the grie væ 
ances of our natural brethren of Ireland and ne FT 
| Maſſachuſet's Bay, and a ſtill more comfortable 
proſpect is opened to our fellow ſubje&s who are ; 
not of a Britiſh extraction. The Canadians, ME: 
inhabitants of the ceded iſlands, and of Minorca ; 3 
theſe people are told, that if their property is "= 
vaded, or their perſons inſulted, they are to ſeek 
redreſs from the King and Council. Are ſome - 
late occurrences calculated to give ther confidence 
in thoſe from whom they are to ſeek redreſs? Let 
us, without exaggeration or perverſion, ſtate aa 
caſe of General Moſtyn and Mr. Fabrigas. Ge- 
neral Moſtyn is accuſed by Fabrigas of violently - 
and illegally throwing him into priſon, and after- | ;: 
wards baniſhing him the iſland, for no other crime 
than petitioning againſt a regulation which he con- 
ceived to be pre judicial and grievous. The a; 
is tried : the allegation not only proves juſt in its, 
full extent, but aggravated with a variety of wan- 
ton, cruel circumſtances. —PFabrigas, a ſubſtantial 
farmer, is thrown into the dungeon appropriated ' 
to kelons convicted of capital crimes ;, the ſentinels 
receive ſtrict orders not to allow the leaſt refreſn- 
ment to be conveyed to him; even the air-hole is 
guarded, leſt ſome of his ren or friends ſhould | 
drop a loaf of bread, or a bunch of grapes. 
Haring lain in this miſerable dungeon for ſome _ 
_—_— he is at ag handrouflhd and CO: 
drawn 
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| — and, by the FEES if fatof this ſmart; 
lively miniature of God's vicegerent on earths 


John Moſtyn, Eſq. hurried on board a ſhip* pre- 
pared for the purpoſe, and interdicted from the 
fire and water of his native iſland, until it ſhould * 


pleaſe the ſaid little, mighty John Moſtyn, Eſq. 


to ſuſpend the interdict. And it was thought a 
wonderful act of clemency, not only by his 
viſier, the moſt accurate, judicious, liberal, ve- 
racious Mr. Wright 4, but by another illuſtrious 
member of the divan, in thus commuting the 
bow-ſtring or hatchet into the gentle ſentence of - 
baniſhment; for theſe worthy miniſters gave it 
as their opinion, openly in an Engliſh court, that 


ſtrangling and beheading was a part of his High- 


nefs's prerogative, But I ſhould beg pardon werf & 


attempting to be Judicrousupon an occaſion ſo very 


ſerious, not indeed becauſe a man of Mr. Moſtyns 
ſtamp, a contemner, and, as far as a r 4 


wit will enable him, a ridiculer of all publick ſpirit 


+ He was baniſhed for a year to Carthagena. 2 


as they were carrying him on board, appeared on the deach 

with a matraſs, but the guard was ordered to drive her away 

with their bayonets; this convenience of a e ee. 
thought too great an indulgence. 


+ His ſecretary. This gentleman Was aſked i in court, 1 


a, 


31 


1 


ther it was a part of the governor's privilege to behead or Id 


hang ? and replied, ingenuouſly, be believed it was. The chiet 


engineer, eſteemed a man of ſome — and n ſeemed 


to be of the ſame opinion. 


and 


(* 170, 2 
ang, gpg a. deſerter of his noble frie ah and, 


44 +: ; 1 


ae on. the. Kaſey appearance cn 5 nol Ong: 
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encourage, 40 0 and pd Int wy ſo re hug . 


2 Inyo. 4 yet wh 


nnn to the ſpirit of, our conflitution and the ri ghts 
of, mankind, is aſtoniſhing, and in the | hi wy de- 


-1 Bt 


-* Bree alarming: for, if ſuch notions. 3 faſhion- 


able amongft the military, our laws are but a pa- 
| Tapet, of paper, which the ſword, | is ready to cut. 
--through, on the firſt hint from a dictator. The 
r Liay, of ſuch principles becoming faſhion- 
ble in the army, muſt give the moſt ſerious alarm 


to every individual who does not wiſh. annihilat on 
to the preſent liberties of theſe iſlands, and enſlave- 
ment to their poſterity. But what follows, is more 
particularly a matter of melancholy. concern to our 
fellow ſubjects, the coloniſts of America, the Ca- 


nadians, and the people of Minorca. They a are, 
Ao WER ans 
1 Lord has z to whom Mr. Moſlyn owed all. his 
Sreat preferments; he oppoſed his patron when miniſter, be- | 
cauſe he knew 1 it would pleaſe the e 


it 


F ) 


it. ferries FI TEIOTY to. ſeek.iediels from; the 
” king and council; but if they haye reaſon, to, thing 
tat their redreſſers will become partiſans of thaſe 
- who oppteſs them, what, muſt be. the ſituation of 
their minds ? Wall, they. not naturally, deſpair, | 
and reſign themſelves paſſively to the hand of po 
er, or bravely attempt to redreſs themſelyes? Io 
one of theſe, alternatives, a,circurſtance,immedi- 
ately, ſubſequent/to, Mr, Moſtyn's trial, muſt tend. 
tao reduce them. Reeking with the infamy af ber 
ing convicted by an honeſt jury of his country, he, 
© daredsto preſent; himſelf. at the. levee of her firſt. 
5 magiſtrate, where he, who is the head, and, in, fact 
cteates and uncreates this court from which re- 
dreſs and equity are to flow, he, who ſhould con- 
ſider himſelf as the corrector of abuſes, and aven- | 
ger of wrongs, could attempt to be facetious on 
the occaſion, Well, General, ſays" the King; ſo 
you have been caſt; and who were the counſel em- 
ployed by your doughty adverſary ? The General, 
a veteran courtier, long accuſtomed to royal wag- 
gery, ſmartly replied, the learned ſerjeant Glynn, 
and the profound duke of Richmond. This Was 
prodigiouſly witty, that the whole circle, lords of 
the bed-chamber, maids of - honour, and Pri- 
council, all BEE into a loud laugh#®. ©: » 


* It is to be obſerved, that the Treafury 5 Genera Mot | 
tyn's damages. 
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This may be a very excellent joke at St. James's; 
but I can aſſure Saint James's, that in other places 
it ſavours but of ſhallow wit, and that it only ſerves 
as a proof, for which there was no occaſion, of 
the weakneſs of the heads, and corruption of the 
hearts, within thoſe walls. And I can further aſfure 
them, that did ſuch noblemen, and ſuch lawyers, 
as the duke of Richmond, and ſerjeant Glynn, 
form the circle of the drawing room, it would be 
more for the honour of his Majeſty, and the fatisfac- 
tion and ſafety of the nation, than one compoſed 
of the Grafton's, Sandwiches, Nortons, and Weds | 
derburnes. 
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397 n of THE TREATMENT OF 


MAJOR GENERAL. CONWAY, | 


| LATE hand THE SER VICE OF AMERICA. 


* 
. — — — Wo” y - © 
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Philadelphia, vom 3. 1578. 

N Monday the 23d of November laſt, the 
O honourable Major General Conway ſet out 
from this city, on his return to France. The hiſ- 


tory of the treatment this gentleman had received, 


is ſo ſingular that it muſt make a figure in the 

anecdotes of mankind. He was born in Ireland, but 
at the age of ſix was carried into France; was 
| bred up from his infancy to the profeſſion of arms; 
and, it is univerſally allowed, by the gentlemen of 


the nation, that he has, in their ſervice, the reputa- 


tion of being what is ſtiled un tres brave major 
d infanterie, which is no ſmall character. It im- 


plies, if I comprehend the term right, a man poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the requiſite qualities to fill the duties 


- of a general officer in the ſecondary line, but by 
no means ranks him among thoſe favoured mor- 
| tals to whom it has pleaſed God to give ſo large a 


portion of the ethereal ſpirit, as to render reading, 
theory and practice unneceſſary; but with the 


ſpectacle of this phænomena Heaven entertains the 
n but very ſeldom; Greece, as hiſtorians re- 
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port, had but one *; Rome none; England and 1 
Frante,7only one bach, Is to this "Herniſphere, I. 
ſhall be ſilent on the ſubject, leſt I ſhould be ſuf- 


it id Pat doubt that Genelal Conway is a man of 
excellent underflanding, quick and penetrating, | 
that he has ſeen much ſervice, has read a great 
deal, and digeſted Well what he has read. It is 
not leſs certain, that he embarked, with the warm- 


never been inſinuated, unleſs by thoſe who have 

the talent of confounding cauſes, that his zeal has 
diminiſned. His recompence has been, What? 

he has loſt his commiſſion; he has been refuſed the 

| _  ,chmmon certificate, which every officer receives at 

= the expiration of his fervices, unleſs his delinquen- 

| deen haue ern very ſubſtantial indeed. And for 

- what crime? For none, by any law, or the moſt 

ſtrained confttuQion that can be put on any law, 

the reaſons- given are ſo far from being ſub- 
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' # Alexander j # Jenry the Fifth and ine Pence o Conde. 

1 bay be e diſputed, however, "whether ifeſt Reroes were in⸗ 
debted tothe pift of "Heaven atone for their glories,” 'Alexan- 
cer ſetved ſome: campaigns under his father Philip, had Ariſ- 
t9tle for his maſter. Henry, before he became king, diſtin- 
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| 8 : . guiſhed, himſelf in the civil” wars againſt the boufe of Northum- 


81 


defhagsz and, if I recollect's; rl ght, dommanded iti i fome expedi- 
e e ths Wah; a0 ol Pre of Conde had 'Iefſdns 


"from! -— cons weld Refined nerd ofthe wats'in the 
a 5-5 = | | So * 1 . 


ſtantial, 


pected of not being ſerious. But be this as it may, 


eſt zeal, for the great American Cauſe; and it has 


Akita, int they . tte bs! retect hotidhr -- 
on his chafücter. It ſeetns' he has been accuſed Ik 
wilting a letter, to a confidential friend, cötifflu- | 
nicatirig an Opinion that the commander in Chief 
Was not egal to the great taſk he was charged with. 
18 this a crime? The contrary. If it was really 
his opinion, it Was decent, it was ; honeſt, it "was © 
"Hudable, it Was his duty. Does it come under 
any article of war ? Tinay venture to affirm, tflat it 
does not. God help the community that "ſhould + 
bel abfurd enôügh! to frame a law Which cu be 
coliltkued into fübh a ſenſe; ſuch a Evi wimiüfüty 
"could not lofig ſubliſt. It ever Has been, and e eber 
ofighr: to be, the cuſtom in All- armies, not abſo- 
0 utely babhrials, for the oMicers'of high rihk mi- 
nutely to can bas the meaſufes of Wer comman- 
5 Aer in chief; and if his fäults or miſtakes appear 
to them ah and great, to'comm mümcate their 
ſentiments to eachother; it Lan be attent ided win 5 
n o eße bad Gonſtqueeice 3, for if the criticififis ar are 
vffalt and impertinent they only recoil on the 
authors; ald the g eat! aan 01 is the A ey 
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. Ai or e hs, from big 2 52 
or ſome strange fart) ation, may hive fepqſed 
their affairs in hands ruitibuſly enable ©" Pots © 
' "ati man of ſenſe, who is the Teaff acquainted wi ith _ 
bs 1 chat the — *genefdls the. . 
© world 
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world ever produced have eſcaped n > Hani- 
bal, Cæſar, Turene, Marlborough, have all been 
| cenſured and the only method they thought 


E juſtifiable of ſtopping the mouths of their cenſors, 


was by a freſh exertion of their talents, and a per- 
E ſeries of victories. Laiſſms parler ces bab- 
: Peſpere, que nous leur fermerons la bouche 
4 _ des wiftoires, was the anſwer of the king 
of Pruſſia to thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who thought 


to recommend themſelves by informing him, that 


ſome of his meaſures were made very free wah by 
certain officers in his army. Indeed, it is obſerv- 


able, that in proportion to the capacity or inca- 


pacity of the commander in chief, he countenan- 
ces, or diſcountenances the whole tribe of tale- 


bearers, informe rs, and pickthanks, who ever. 
. have been, and ever will be, the bane of thoſe | 
. courts and armies where they are encouraged, or 
even ſuffered. Allowing General Waſhington to 
be poſſeſſed of all the virtues and military talents 
of Epaminondas, and this is certainly allowing a 
Sreat deal, for whether from our modern educa- 
tion, or perhaps the modern ſtate of human affairs, 
it is difficult to conceive that any mortal in theſe 


ages ſhould arrive at ſuch perfection; but allowing 


it to be ſo, he would Rill. remain mortal, and of 
courſe ſubje& to the infirmities of human nature : 
ſickneſs or other caſualties might i impair his un- 


derſtanding, his memory, or his courage; and, in 
Fanſpquence of the failu re, he mi ight adopt meaſures 
e 
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apparently weak, ridiculous, and pernicious. Now; ; 
I demand, ſuppoſing this certainly poſſible caſe, 
whether a law, the letter or ſpiritof which ſhould 
abſolutely ſeal up the lips and reftrain the Pens; of 
every witneſs of the defection, would not, in-fact, 
be denouncing vengeance againſt thoſe who alone 
have the means in their power of ſaving the pub- 
fe from the ruin impending, if they ſhould. dare 
to mage uſe of theſe means for its ſalvation. Ik 
there were ſuch a law, its abſurdity would be ſo 
monſtrouſly glaring, that we may hardly ſay, it 
would be more honoured in the breach than in the 
obſervance. In the Engliſh and French armies, the 
freedom with which the conduct and meaſures of 
commanders in chief are canvaſſed is notorious, 
nor does it appear that this freedom is attended 
with any bad conſequences ; it has never been 
once able to remove a real great officer from his 
command. Every action of the Duke of Marl- 
borough (every body who has read muſt know) | 
was not only minutely criticiſed, - but his whole 
conduct was diſſected, in order to difcover ſome 
crime, blunder, fault or even trifling error; 
but all theſe impertinent pains and wicked in- 
duſtry, were employed in vain; it was a court in- 
trigue alone that ſubverted him; the low mT 
cabals paſſed as the idle wind. 2 
General Wolfe, with whom to be compared, it 
can be no degradation to any mortal living, was 
not merely « criticiſed, but groſsly calumniated by 
„ | ſome 
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"Ki efficers of high rank under hien; but that 
great man never thought of having recourſe to the 
letter or conſtruction of any law, in order to 


avenge himſelf; he was contented with informing 
bis calumniators, that he was not ignorant of their 


es, and that the only method he ſhould take 


for their puniſhment, would be an active perſeve- 
"France in the performance of his duty, which, with 


the aſſiſtance of Gpd, he made no doubt would 
place him beyond t the reach of their malice. Av 
to what liberties they had taken with him per- 
ſonally, he ſhould wait till he was reduced to the 
rank of a private gentleman, and ren 2 to 
them in that capacity. 


Upon the whole, it appears, that it never was un- 


derſtood to be the meaning of the Englifh article 
of war, which enjoins reſpect towards the com- 


mander in chief; and of courſe it ought not to be 


underſtood, that the meaning of that article of the 
American code (which is a ſervile copy from the 


Engliſh) is meant to profcribe the communication 


of our ſentiments to one another, on the capacity 
or incapacity of the man on whom the ſafety or 


ruin of the ſtate depends; its intention was with- 
out doubt in partcomplimentary, and partly to lay 


ſome decent reſtrictions on the licence of conver- 
ſation and writing, which otherwiſe might create 


a diffdence in the minds of the common foldiery, 


detrimental to the public ſervice. But that it was 


meant to impoſe a dead, —_ n filence, 
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mnall caſes whatever, on men, who, from their rank, 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have eyes and underſtanding, 
nothing under the degree of an idiot can perſuade. 
himſelf: but admitting, in oppoſition to common 
ſenſe and all precedents, the proceeding to be cri- 
minal; admitting Mr, Conway guilty of it, to the 
extent repreſented, which he can demonſtrate to be 
falſe; in the name of God, why inflict the higheſt, = 
at leaſt negative puniſhment, on a man untried and 
unheard. The refuſal of a certificate, of having 
honeſtly ſerved, is conſidered as the greateſt of ne- 
gative puniſhments; indeed in the Fine idea, 
it is a poſitive one. 
And 1 lincerely hows, and ys Army 5 
7 (ſuch is my opinion of the juſtice of Congreſs) that 
when they have coolly reflected on the merits. and 
| flartunes of this gentleman, they will do him that 
= Juſtice, which nothing but the haſty miſconſtrue- 
, | tion of a law haſtily copied from another law, Never 
defined nor underſtood, has neh Pieranfed. 
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- "PROPOSALS ron THe FORMATION 
OF A 
BODY or LIGHT TROOPS, 


"READY TO BE DETACHED | 


& AN EMERGENT OCCASION. 
a „ 


he is not; for my own part, I believe him 
a very good one. In the firſt place he is a Po- 


lander, whoſe genius is adapted to the light or ex- 


pedite war. In the ſecond place, he has had mucli 
practice in the beſt ſchools, and is undoubtedly. 


brave and enterpriſing. If he is not a good ſoldier, 
as his corps is expenſive, he ought not to be de- 
tained ; therefore, it is expedient, either to ſend 
him about his buſineſs entirely, or to make the 
proper uſe of him; but on the ſuppoſition that he 


knows his trade, I would propoſe the following 
ſcheme—That his legion ſhould be immediately 
completed to twelve hundred men, four hundred 


cavalry, and eight hundred light infantry—for 
theſe w_ hundred infantry, that a draft ſhould be 


made, 


” YOUNT Polaſki is certainly a good ſoldier, or 


2 
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| _ without loſs of time, from every regiment of 


the continent, entirely of natives; not ſo young as 
to be unable to ręſiſt the fatigues of this ſort of 


ſervice, but of the proper age for violent exerciſe 
and forced marches. Major Lee, who ſeems to 


have come out of his mother's womb a ſoldier, 
ſhould be incorporated in this legion, with the 


rank of Lieutenant - Colonel, and to command ſpe- | 


cifically the whole cavalry. If Major Lee's corps 
{for I know not their ſtrength) will not, added to 
the cavalry Polaſki already has, complete them to 
four hundred, let there be a draft made from the 
other regiment of cavalry, Moilands, Blands, and 
Sheldons, all of natives, and the 'very youngeſt 


men; becauſe on Polaſki's principle of exerciſe 


(which I believe to be the beſt in the world) none 
but very young men are capable of being trained 
to the manceuvres; but as it is not certain that 
either Count Polaſki, or Mayor Lee underſtand the 
detail of cavalry, on which ſo much depends; let 


ſome, Quarter-maſters or Serj jeants, who have ſerved 


in the Britiſh cavalry, (and there are many on the 
continent,) be found out, encouraged with rank 


and emolument, and employed. A corps thus 


compoſed, with brave and underſtanding officers 
at their head, ſuch as are Polaſki and Lok with a 


few ſubordinate officers, knowing, in the detail, 


will render more effectual ſervice than any ten 
regiments on the continent. It would likewiſe 


t a hop, for the future, to that odious, pernis 


„ 
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cious praciice of picking the beſt men from every 
battalion, on what are called extraordinary occa- 
fions; which practice has abſolutely no other effect 
_ -than diſguſting the greater part of the officers of 
the army, and rendering the whole diſpirited and. 
unfit for action. I could quote a ſtrong inſtance 
of the bad conſequences of this cuſtom. Some 
days before the affair of Monmouth, General 
Scott was detached with a corps of picked men and 
officers, to the no ſmall diſguſt of thoſe who were 
left behind, who could not help conſidering it as 
a fortof ſtigma on their character. After this, the | 
Marquis de la Fayette was detached with another f 
corps of one thouſand, picked out in the fame 1 
manner. This body, now conſiſting of twenty five 
hundred men, inſtead of falling on the enemies 
flanks, did, from ſome fatality, abſolutely nothing 
at all. I was afterwards ordered to march to ſuſ- 
tain them, with three ſcanty brigades, compoſed 
i: entirely of the refuſe; and of this refuſe. I was 
. under the neceſſity of forming my van- guard on 
the day of the action of Monmouth; for the pick · 


SOME 


i ed corps, by the blunders committed; were ſo fa- | 
| 85 tigued that * could ſcarcely move their _— 
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Humbly | offered to the Conſideration, of” the 
_ Public, „ 1 


HETHER George the Firſt did not, 
Y Y on his acceſſion to the throne of Great 
Britain, by making himſelf king of a party, inſtead 
of the whole nation, ſow the ſeeds not only of the 


ſubverſion of the liberties of the people, but of the 
ruin of the whole empire? 


2d. Whether, by proſeribing the claſs of men, 


| to which his miniſtry were pleaſed to give the ap- 


pellation of Tories, he did not, in the end, make 


them not only real tories, but even Jacobites ? ? 


3d. Whether the conſequence of this diſtinction, 


now become real, was not two rebellions; and 


whether the fruit of thoſe rebellions, although de- 
feated, were not ſeptennial parliaments, a large 
ſtanding army, an enormous additional weight and 
pecuniary influence thrown into the ſcale of the 


crown, which in a ſew years have borne down, 


Ro b not 
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not only the ſubſtance, but hall the 3 ** 
liberty, all ſenſe of patriotiſm, the morals of the 
people,. and, in the end, overturned the mighty | 
fabric of the Britiſh empire ? 

"4th. Whether the preſent men in power, in this t - 
inks. do not tread exactly in the ſteps of this 
pernicious miniſtry, by proſcribing and disfran - 
chiſing ſo large a proportion of citizens as thoſe 
men whom they find it their intereſt to brand A | 
the denomination of Tories ? | 

sth. Whether liberty, to be ink ſhould not 
be conſtrued on as broad a baſis as poſſible; and 
whether the ſame cauſes, in all ages, and in all 
countries, do not produce the ſame effects? 

6th. Whether it is not naturatandeven juſtifiable, 
for that claſs of people (let the pretext be ever ſo 
plauſible) who have been ſtripped of their rights as 


234: men, by the hard hand of power, to wiſh for, and 


endeavour to bring about, by any means what- 
ever, a revolution in that ſtate, which they cannot 
but conſider as an uſurpation and tyranny ? ? | 
{- Iv Whether a ſubject of Morocco is not, wha: 
ve conſider human nature, a happier mortal, than 
a disfranchiſed citizen of Pennſylvania, as the for- 
mer has the comfort of ſeeing all about him in the 
ſame predicament with himſelf; the latter, the 
miſery of being a ſlave 1n the en boſom of li- 
berty? The * drinks the cup, but the latter 
alone can taſte the bitterneſs of it. | 
- 8th. Whether anenh * member of a re 
| Par- 2 
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parliamentis not a thouſand' times more wretched” 
than a Ruſſian cirf or peaſant? As to the former, 
the chains, from his ſenſibility, mult be extremely 
galling ; ; and on the latter, they 10 as Fea as the 
flein of his back. 8 
pth. Whether it is ſalutary or dangerous, con- 
| ſiſtent with, or abhorrent from, the principles and 
ſpirit of liberty and republicaniſm, to inculcate 
and encourage in the people, an idea, that their 
welfare, ſafety, and glory, depend on one man: ch 
Whether they really do depend on one man? 
10th. Whether, among the late warm, or ra- 
ther loyal addreſſers, in this city, to his Excellency 
General Waſhington, there was a ſingle mortal, 
one gentleman excepted, who could poſſibly be 
acquainted with his merits ? | 
Iith. Whether this gentleman excepted, 2 
really think his Excellency a great man; or whe- 
ther evidences could not be produced of his ſenti- 
ments being quite the reverſe? | 2 
12th. Whether the armies under Gates and 
Arnold, and the detachment under Starke, to the 
Northward, or that immediately under his Excel - 
leney, in Pennſylvania, gave the deciſive turn to 
the fortune of war ? x 
13th. Whether, therefore, when Monſieur Ge- 
rard and Don Juan de Miralles, ſent over to their 
| reſ] pective courts the pictures of his Excellency Ge- . 
neral Waſhington at full length, by Mr. Peal, 
there would have been any impropriety in ending. 
oyer, at the ſame time, at leaſt a couple of little 
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heads of lers and Arnold by M. de Simitiere. 

14th. On what principle was it that Congreſs 
in the year 1776, ſent for General Lee quite from 
Georgia, with injunctions to join the army under 
General Waſhington, then in Lork-Iſland, without 
loſs of time. 


Isth. Whether Ck had reafon to be ſatis- 
fied or diſſatisfied n this their recal of General 


Lee, from what ſubſequently n on York- 


Ifland, and at the White-Plains? 

16th. Whether Fort Waſhington was or was 

not tenable? Whether there were barracks, - caſe- 
mates, fuel, or water, within the body of the place: 3 
Whether in the out works, the defences were in any 


decent order? And whether there were even 


platforms for the guns ? - 
17th. Whether, if it had been tenable it N 
have anſwered any one ſingle purpoſe? Did it 


cover, did it prote a valuable country? Did 


it prevent the enemy's ſhips from paſſing or repal- 
ling with impunity? . 
18th. W hether, when Gene nl Howe mani- | 
sſtly gave over all thoughts of attacking 2 


Waſhington, in the laſt ftrong poſition in the rea 
of White-Plains, and fell back towards York- 


Ifland, orders ſhould not have been immediately 


diſpatched for the evacuation of Fort Waſhington, 

and for the removal of all the ſtores of value from 
Fort Lee to ſome ſecure ſpot, more removed from 
the river? Whether this was not propoſed and 5 


the propoſal lighted ? 
1th. 


. 3 


*x9th. Whether the loſs of the garriſon of Fort 
Waſhington, and its conſequent loſs of Fort Lee, 


with the tents, ſtores, Sc. had not ſuch an effect 


on the ſpirits of the people, as to make the dif 
ference of twenty thouſand men to America? 


20th. Whether, in the defeat of — 


General Sullivan was really the n who wi 
to have been cenſured ? 
21ſt. Whether, if Duke Ferdinand & had com- 
manded at German Town, after having gained, by 
the valour of his troops, and the negligence of 
his enemy, a partial victory, he would have con- 
trived, by a ſingle ſtroke of the Bathos, to have 
corrupted this partial victory into a defeat? 
22d. Whether our poſition at Valley Forge was 
not ſuch, that if General Howe, or -afterwards 
General Clinton, had been well informed of its 
circumſtances, defects, and vices, they might not 


at the head of ten, or even of eight thouſand men, 


have reduced the American army tothe ſame fatal 
mec ene as the Americans did General Burgoyne? 


+ Is one 4 me numerous e high have lately y in- 
ſeſted Philadelphia, it was brought as a crime againſt Mr. 


- Deane, that he had, directly, or indireQly, made fome over- 


tres to Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, to accept the com- 
mand of the American army, who muſt of courſe have ſuper- 
ſeded General Waſhington. This crime appeared to all the 
fareign officers who are acquainted with the prince's reputa- 
tion as a ſoldier, in ſo very ridiculous a light, that they never 
think. or ſpeak of it without being throws: into violent his 


of laughter. 155 
: 23d. 
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23d. Whether the trials of General St. Clair, 
of which Court-Martial General Lincoln was 
preſident, and that on General Lee, were conduct- 
ed in the ſame forms, and on the ſame princi- 
ples? Whether in the former, all hearſay evi- 
dences were not abſolutely rejected; and in the 
latter hearſay evidence did not ann a very 
conſiderable part? 

4th. Whether if the Generals Schuyler and 
St. Clair, had been tried by the ſame Court-Mar- 
tial as Genera] Lee was, and inſtead of Congreſs, 
General Waſhington had been the proſecutor, 


| thoſe gentlemen (unexceptionable as their conduc 


was) would not have ſtood a very ugly chance of 
being condemned? And whether, if inſtead = 
General Waſhington, Congreſs had been the pro- 
fecutor,” General Lee would not probably have : 
been acquitted with the higheſt honour ? 4 
-25th. Whether it muſt not appear to every man 
who has read General Waſhington's letter to Con- 
greſs, on the affair at Mormouth, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Court-Martial, by which General 
Lee was tried, that if the contents of the ſormer 
are facts, not only General Lee's defence muſt be 
aà tiſſue of the moſt abominable audacious hes, but 
that the whole ſtring of evidences, both on the 
part of the proſecution and proſecuted, muſt be 
guilty of rank perjury, as the teftimonies of thoſe 
gentlemen, - near forty in number, delivered on 
| oath, ſcarcely 1 in one article coincide with the de- y 


tail. Spent in bis Excellency 's letter? j : 
copy 
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GENERAL LEE'S WILL, 


MAJOR GENERAL CHARLES LEE of "Y 
county of Berkeley, in the commonwealth of 
Virginia, being in perfect health, and of a ſound 
mind, conſidering the certainty of death, and the 


uncertainty of the time it may happen, ha ve de- 


termined to make this my laſt wilt and teſtament, 
in manner following: that is to ſay, I give and 


| bequeath to Alexander White, Eſq. one hundred 


guineas, in conſideration of the zeal and inte- 
grity he has diſplayed in the adminiſtration of 1.0 


affairs, alſo the choice of any two of my colts or 
fillies under four years of age. | 
Item, I give and bequeath to Charles Minn 
Thrufton, Eſq. fifty guineas, in conſideration of 
his = . and the friendſhip he has ma- 


nifeſted 


* 
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Aided for me; and to Buckner Thruſton, his 


fon, I leave all my books, as I N he will make 


a good uſe of them. 


To my good friend John Nees Eig. of Mar]- 


borough in Virginia, I give and bequeath the 
choice of two brood mares, of all my ſwords and 
2 Piſtols, and ten guineas to buy a ring: I would 
give him more, but as he has a good eſtate and a 
better genius, he has ſufficient, if he knows how to 


make a good uſe of them. 
1 give and bequeath to my former ald de camp, 


| Does Bird, Eſq. the choice of another brood 


mare, and ten guineas for the ſame purge of " 2 
remembrance-ring. | 
I give and bequeath to my „ friend: Colo- 


nel Wilam Grayſon, of Dumfries, the ſecond 
choice of two colts, and to my excellent friend 


William Steptoe, of Virginia, I would leave a 


great deal, but as he is now ſo rich, it would be 
no leſs than robbing my other friends who are 


poor. I therefore entreat, he will only accept of 


five guinea, which I bequeath to him to pury 
chaſe a ring of affection. 


I bequeath to my old and faithful 33 or 


rather humble friend, Guiſippi Minghini, three 
hundred guineas, with all my horſes, mares, and 
colts of every kind, thoſe abovementioned except 
ed; likewiſe all my wearing apparel and plate, 


my waggons and tools of en, ad me choice 
oof four milch cos. 


** . 8 I be 
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I bequeath to Elizabeth Dunn, my houſckoepes, 
one hundred guineas and my whole ſtock of cat- 


tle, the four milch Cows abovementioned only ex- 


cepted. 


I had almoſt 9 my dear Send): band 1 I 


dcougght to be aſhamed of it,) Mrs. Shippen, her 

ſon Thomas Shippen, and Thomas Lee, Eſqz af 
Belle View. I beg they will accept ten ines 
each, to buy rings of affeQion. © 


My landed eſtate in Berkeley, I ae may tis 


divided into three equal parts, according to quali 


ty and quantity; one-third part I deviſe to my 
dear friend Jacob Morris, of Philadelphia; one 
other third part to Evan Edwards, both my for- 


mier aid de camps, and to their heirs and aſſigns; 

the other third part I deviſe to Eleaaer Ofwald, at 
preſent of Philadelphia, and William Goddard, of 
Baltimore, to whom I am under obligations, and 
to their heirs and aſſigns, to be equally divided be- 
tween them; but theſe deviſees are not to enter 
until they have paid off the ſeveral legacies above - 
mentioned, with intereſt from the time of my 


death, and all taxes which may be due on my 


eſtate. In cafe I ſhould fell my faid landed eſtate, 
| bequeath the price thereof, after paying the 
aforeſaid legacies, to the ſaid Jacob Morris, Even 
Edwards, Eleazer Oſwald, and William anne, 


in the proportions abovementioned. 


All my flaves, which I may be poſſeſſed of at 


the time of my * I n to Guiſippi 


Minghini 
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Minghini arid Elizabeth Dating. to be equal di 


. vided between them. 


All my other property of every kind, and in 
every part of the world, after my deceaſe, fune- 
ral charges, and neceſſary expences of adminiſtra- 
tion are paid, I give, deviſe, and bequeath to my 


ſiſter Sidney Lee, her heirs and aſſigns for ever. 
I deſire moſt earneſtly, that I may not be buri- 


ed in any church or church- yard, or within a mile 
of any Preſbyterian or Anabaptiſt meeting - houſe; 


for ſince J have reſided in this country, I have 


kept ſo much bad company when living, that Ido 


not chuſe to continue it when dead. 


I recommend my ſoul to the Creator of all 


orte and of all creatures; who muſt, from his 
viſible attributes, be ae to their modes of 
Vorſhip or creeds, whether Chriſtians, Maho- 
metans, or Jews; whether inſtilled by education, 


or taken up by reflection; whether more or leſs 
abſurd; as a weak mortal can no more be an- 


ſwerable for his perſuaſions, notions, or even 
ſcepticiſm in on, than for the colour of his 


ſkin. 


And I do appoint the above-named der 3 


; White and Charles Minn Thruſton, executors of 


my laſt will and teſtament, and do revoke all 


other wills by me heretofore made. In witneſs 


whereof 


** 


EO 


x whereef I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal. 
„ day of 

in the year of our r Lord, one thouſand ſeven bun- 

| dred and ease two. | 


CHARLES - LEE, # apy * 


Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, 
and declared by the ſaid Ma- 1 
jor General Charles Lee, as, - 
and for, his laſt will and | 
teſtament. In preſence of * 

JauESs SMITH, 

SAMUEL SWEARINGEN, 

WILLIAM GARRARD. 


At a court held for 4 county the 15th 


: hay of April, 1783, this laſt will and teſtament 


of Charles Lee, deceaſed, was preſented in court 


by Alexander White, one of the executors therein 


named, who made oath thereto according to law, 


and the ſame being proved to be executed on the 
roth day of September, 1782, by the oaths of 
James Smith and Samuel Swearingen, two of the 
witneſſes thereto, and ordered to be recorded; 
ang on the motion of the ſaid executor, who en- 


Ee tered 
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Z ( 194 ) 
tered into bond with Adam Stephen, Eſq. his ſecu- 
rity, in the penalty of twenty thouſand pounds, 
conditioned for his true and faithful adminiſtra- 
tion of the ſaid eſtate. Certificate is granted 
him for obtaining a probate thereof in due form of 
=” os 
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8 5 WILLIAM DREW, 
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GENERAL L E E, 
1 5 From ſeveral eminent Characters both in 


EUROPE and AMERICA. 


WW — ps 7 


My Dear Let, London, Nov. 26th, 1750 
Y7 OUR American poſts are exceſſive hard 
upon me, and mal reglee's. You and Mont- 
gomery are ſo good as to write to me often from 
thence. I have been, upon honour, very exactin 
my anſwers, without having been lucky enough 
that either of you ſhould have heard from m. 
This time TI hope to be more fortunate, having | 
recommended my letter to the beſt hand. I envy 
you all the ſervice you have ſeen whilſt I have 
been in the moſt ſluggiſh inactivity. I have indeed 
got a ſon, but cela ne conte gueres. Our good 


fortune, | 


( IF 98 ) 
fortune, and that of our friends, has been indeſa- 
tigable this year. To-day, we have the news of 
the ſurrender of Munſter, and the French in Ger- 
many retiring, probably into winter quarters, 
Daun is doing the ſame, and is likely to leave the 
amazing King of Pruſſia once more in poſſeſſion of 
: Habony: The Ruſſians, we flatter ourſelves, will 
move no more, The Breſt fleet is out; Hawke 
after them, and a good account of them hoped for, 
and expecled every moment. Next year ! hope 
to have ſomething to do in Germany, where they 
talk of ſending us. I believe you already know 
my trade— Lieutenant Colonel to George Elliott's 
Light Dragoons. Being as horſe-mad as ever, 
and having the rank of Colonel before, by 
being the King's aid de camp, I preferred 
that to a young regiment of foot. So many 
children have of late been made Generals, that 
we Children- colonels are already very high in 
the liſt. The riding of this new corps has kept 
me fully employed this whole ſummer, and I 
am now come up to town for winter quarters, 
which the ſeaſon makes much more pleaſant than 
the country ones. We are all here in grief for 
the loſs of poor Wolfe. Nobody of that age can 
be more publicly and privately admired and re- 
gretted. The war in America, we are in hopes, 
will be over very ſoon; if fo, I ſhall hope then 
to have the pleaſure. of ſeeing 3 you. T he French's 
Highting-days ſeem to be over, or, at leaſt, ſuſ- 
pended 


> Yoo 
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pended. Every day produces a change amongſt 
them, of generals, admirals, and miniſtry; and 
every thing ſpeaks them to be in the greateſt po- 


verty and diſunion. It don't often happen here, 


or any where elſe, I believe ; but there is certainly 
at preſent amongſt all here the greateſt ſpirits· And 
unanimity imaginable, and no appearances of 


want; much debauch, and good living; fo pray _ 


come amongſt us ſoon. You have the good for- 


tune not only to have ſeen ſervice enough, but moſt 


of it ſucceſsful. All your friends are well. Adieu, 
my dear Lee! let me hear from you when you 
can, and be aſſured that no one can intereſt them- 


ſelves more ſincerely about you than, 


Jour moſt affeQtionate Friend, and 
Humble Servant, 
PEM BROKE. 
5 TO | 5 
Capt. Charles Lee, 
In the 44th Reg. Albany. 


Dear CHARLES, London, Nov. 28th, 1759. 
YOU have obliged me very much by a ſecond 
letter come lately to my hands, and dated at 
Niagara. We had before received accounts of the 
reduction of it, and your being in poſſeſſion of 
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the glorious country around'; which, by your de- 


ſcription, muſt be a paradiſe indeed; and it is much 
to be wiſhed, it may never again go out of your 
hands. Our acquiſitions this year have been ſo 


great and important, that it has been thought pro- 
per to appoint to-morrow a public thankſgiving- 


day: and though Amherſt has not got ſo forward 
as was expected, yet he ſends word he is maſter 
of Lake Champlain; which, as we are poſſeſſed 
of the other ſide of Quebec, muſt bound the ene - 


my between the two in ſuch a manner, as, we con- 
clude here; will diſtreſs them extremely, if not 
oblige them to make ſubmiſſion, and ſurrender. 


In Europe, you will have heard Boſcawen fell in 


with the Toulon fleet, and took four of them; 


and we are now in hourly expectation of Hawke's 
overtaking the Breſt fleet, which ſtole out of the 
harbour the other day, in order, as it is ſuppoſed, 


to cover a deſcent, either upon Ireland or this 
country, which they have long threatened us 


with; but it muſt be a very deſperate game they 
are playing, ſince, if ofir ſhips have the luck to 
come up with them, we have little fear here of 
their giving them ſuch a blow as will put an end 
to the naval force of France for ſome time to 
come,—But Twill talk no more of public affairs; 
it will probably be of greater ſatisfaction to you, 


to hear of the welfare of your friends and relations, 


which I am happily enabled at preſent to aſſure 
you of; for I know not r of any exception amongſt 
them 
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them all. My FOR is gone to Turin, and I hope 
we may preſume upon his health, though we have 
not lately heard from him: he is to ſtay here five 
or ſix months, and afterwards to ramble about 
Italy another twelve- month. Your ſiſter Sidney, . 
complains you do not write ſo often as ſhe. wiſhes. 
I gave her the ſatisfaction of knowing. you had 
favoured me lately with a letter, and that you were 
well and happy, as I am willing to ſuppoſe by 
the ſtrain of your ſtile, which is very lively and 
| entertaining. The books and chocolate you de- 
fired, have been ſent to Mr. Calcroft near a montn 
ago, who has taken the charge of them; and I 
hope they -will get fate to your hand: But ſure | 
you are not to ſtay on that continent for ever; 
We wiſh you to come again amongſt your friends, 
and probably ſome change might be procured, as 
well as advance, on this ſide of the water, if you 
deſire it. Lord Granby commands in Germany 
at preſent, and is likely to be at the head of the 
army on this fide of the water too, if Ligonier 
drops; and it is ſuppoſed he cannot laſt a great 
while longer. The taking of Munſter, which we 
had advice of the other day, will be of great im- 
portance to our al.ied army, and ſecure them good 
_ winter quarters. A great many matches are talked 
of here in town, fo that if you do not come ſoon, 
all our fine young ladies will- be diſpoſed of; but | 
I know of none of your more particular acquain-, + 
tance that have, or are about, changing their 
| | ſlate, 
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fate, Pray g0« on writing to us; nobody better 
qualified to entertain by their letters: I wiſh I had 
as good a knack on my: ſide, for the ſake of your 
amuſement. Your aunt and couſins beg to live 
conſtantly in your memory and good wiſhes; they 
.  defire I will aſſure you, you have theirs moſt 
| heartily; and I hope I need not add, that you 
will invariably have thoſe of) your atfeQtionate and 
obliged e. | | | 
WILLIAM BUN BURY. 
Capt. Charles Lee. | 8 


My pran Colonel, Warſaw, April 29th, 1767. 
I ADMIRE, very much, the ſubtilty of your 
reaſoning, and the arguments you run after, to 
prove me 1n fault for the ſilence you have long 
obſerved, which, I confeſs, has furniſhed me often 
with ſubject for reflections. The receipt of your | 
letter has given me ſo much pleaſure, that I ought 
min gratitude to forget every uneaſy thought that 
I have permitted to torment me whilſt I was in 
expectation of it; and therefore ſhall proceed im- 
mediately to thank you for the intelligence it 
brings me, and the aſſurances it renews of your 
affe ction and friendſhip. 


15 ſhould have been heartily glad to have umd, 
my 


(203 


my deat Colonel, that his Majeſty's s recommetts 
dation had been more ſucceſsful in procuring you 
an eſtabliſhment equal to your merit and wiſhes; 
but am not at all ſurpriſed that you find the door 
ſhut againſt you by the perſon who has ſuch un- 
bounded credit; as you have ever 100 freely indulg- 


ed a liberty of declaiming, which many infamous 
and invidious people have not failed to inform him 


of, The principle on which you thus openly ſpeak 
your mind, is honeſt and patriotic, but not poli- 
tic; and as it will not ſucceed in changing men or 
times, common prudence ſhould teach us to hold 
our tongues, rather than to riſque our own fortunes 
without any proſpect of advantage to ourſelves or 
neighbours. Excuſe this ſcrap of advice, my dear 


Colonel, and place it to the vent of a heart en- 
tirely devoted to your intereſt. 


I remember my promiſe, to inform you of the 


tranſactions of this place; and had 1 received a 


line from you upon the road, ſhould have endea- 
voured to find time during the diet to have given 
you a ſketch of the critical and unexpected affairs 
that agitated us; it will be needleſs now, as the 


public papers and your other correſpondents -here. 


have, doubtleſs, not failed to inſtruct you. The 


important affair of the diſſidents was rudely and 


inſolently refufed ; and you cannot be ignorant that 
thoſe gentlemen have formed two confederations 


in Poland and in Ann ſupported by a Ruſſian 


army 
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army of " 2 or forty See men, od that 
we expect a diet extraordinary in the months of 
Auguſt or September, ſor terminating their de- 
mands, to the ſatisfaction of the powers who in- 
tereſt themſelves in their behalf: and though it | 
is impoſſible to ſay how it will end, yet the appear- 
ances at preſent are much in their favour, and we 
have all reaſon to think, that it will be conducted 
without any interruption. of the tr ranquillity of wu 4 


republic. 
| You muſt not imagine, that however important "oY 
this negociation 1s, that our great men cannot find —_ 
time for other amuſements and engagements. The \ 8 
object that engroſſes our attention at this moment, 14 
as love, and the family of Clavereau, (you remem- 8 


ber the French actor and his two daughters :) 
Prince Gaſpar Lubomirſki marries the youngeſt > 
daughter to-day, and the eldeſt ran away, and | 
married a muſician, two days ago, having received - 
from R a conſiderable ſum, as a recompence for 
ſo.infamous a part, and as ſerving only for a cloak 
to his views of getting her out of her father's 
houſe. The father has aQed, on this occaſion, like 
a prince, and the ambaſſador like a comedian; 
the latter laughs, and is content with his dexteri- 
ty, and his flatterers tell him, he is an habile ne- 
gotiateur but every prudent and impartial man 
muſt condemn a perſon of his rank and character 


—father of many children, and paſt the heat of 
youth— 
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n having committed ſuch an extrava- 


gance. 


The chart du pais remains pretty much the ſame 


as when you left us; the ſame friendſhips and the 
ſame quarrels.. You have been the inſtrument of 


making Lind's fortune; M has given him 
the abſolute direction and education of Monſ. 
Chambellan's ſon, with a penſion for life; and he 


is to travel with him in a couple of years; and I 


cannot but congratulate both parties, for Lind has 
great merit as a ſcholar, and a man of principles 
and worth. 

Jam much obliged to you, my dear Colonel, „ 
for your offers of ſervice, and am convinced, 
that you would ſeize any opportunity of being. 
uſeful to me; I don't know in what manner you 
can do me a greater, than in the conſervation of 
your ſentiments for me. Take care of your health, 
and huſband well your fortune, which is ſufficient 


to make you happy; and, in your happineſs, 


I ſhall always find a ſincere ſatisfaction. Adieu, 
my dear Colonel! Iam and. ſhall be, to theend 


of my life, 


Your affectionate Friend _ os 


3 THOMAS WROUGHTON, 
Col. "Pg 
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My DAR Len, - Ifland St. John, Nov. 1 oth, 1 772. 


OF all men on earth, you are the laſt from 


whom I expected to hear, unleſs it was in a para- 


graph of a foreign Gazette, that ſuch a day Monſ. 
General Lee, un Angles, was cut to pieces, de- 
fending his Poliſh Majeſty, or in ſome deſperate 
uncommon attack ; or, which was full as likely, 


that you was hanged for treaſon, in ſome of the 


damned arbitrary governments you have been 
wandering through. Bnt, how ſurpriſed ! when, 
in the place of this, I received a flattering letter 


from you, dated Dijon. Surely, Lee, the climate 
of France has produced this wonderful effect. I 


am ſure in Old England you would never flatter 


any man, much leſs one whom you honoured with 
Four friendſhip. Do you not know how apt we 
all are to forget ourſelves when in power, or upon 
any ſudden elevation; and how very ready we 


are to belieye all the handſome things that even 
the moſt abject ſycophants are pleaſed to beſpat- 


ter us with? Then, my friend, how much more 


dangerous muſt it be from a man, of whaſe un- 
derſtanding I have always had the higheſt opi- 


nion? And who is ſo remarkable for his candor 
and freedom of ſpeech, that they are, to the diſ- 


grace of our day, well known to be his greateſt 
enemies. In ſpite of what I ſay, I will acknow- 


ledge I am proud of your good opinion, though | 
Ehivered in too flattering a ſtyle; but I hope 


Mt 
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it will hes no ths effect than 1 to make me en- 


deavour to deſerve it. | : 
Taking 1t for granted, that you will like to 


know how I bear my promotion, I will give you 


as impartial an account of it, in as few words as it 


is poſſible for a man to give of himſelf, 1 feel my- 


ſelf independent, and a ſlave to ſlaves, obliged to 


court and flatter men whom I deſpiſe, both for 


their want of abilities and want of honeſty, I hate 
power, and thoſe in it, more and more every day. 
I am plainer in my table and apparel than you 
ever knew me, without an attempt or wiſh to be 
rich. I have children and I feel they may one day 


be under another governor, on the ſpot where 
their father once preſided. This helps to make 


me careful, and as tender as poſſible of thoſe en- 
truſted to my care. My actions are as public as 
they can poſſibly be made; and I hope my chil- 
dren and friends will never hre reaſon to bluſh, 
or be aſhamed to hear of them. I find the care of 
a people a more difficult thing than Iimagined it to 
be, and I found myſelf very defective as a legiſla- 
tor : the former, perhaps time may render more 
eaſy, and I am endeavouring to remedy the latter, | 
by as cloſe an application, to ſtudy the ſpirit of the 
laws of my country, as is in my power; in the 
mean time, I am cautious of doing much, leſt 1 


= may do more evil than good. This, if I know any 


thing of myſelf, is truth. How you will like the 
„% — daubed 
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daubed portrait, I know not, nor whether or not, 
I may not forfeit a part of your good pen, by 
the badneſs of the attempt. 

Having ſaid ſo much of myſelf, I now come to 
your buſineſs ; and, in the firſt place, I promiſe you, 
if it be in my power to do any for you, I will, and 
with more pleaſure than you can aſk me. In the 
mean time, I can anſwer you ſome of your que- 
ries to a greater certainty, by being here, than if 
J had received your letter in Suffolk Street, where 

you directed it to me. You deſired to know if it 
is worth your while to lay out any money on your, 
lands in this iſland ; I anſwer, yes. You have half 
of the very beſt lot on this iſland, or at leaſt as good 
as any, and were I i in your circumſtances, I would 
be proprietor of the whole of it; in that manner I 
would lay out the firſt money. There are a good 
many French who live upon it already; but for 
want of title to the land, they do not improve it as 
they might: theſe would commence a ſmall rent 
immediately, for which reaſon you ought to ap- 
point an agent; and if you do not like to purchaſe 
the other half, you ought to come to ſome agree- 
ment with Sir Francis M*Leane, either to have a 
diviſion made of it, or to bear a ſhare of the expen- 
ces; but I would by all means recommend the 
former, that is to ſay, to purchaſe the whole, or to 
have it divided. | | 1 
The kind of man, I would recommend to you 
as an agent, would be an n Engliſh farmer, an active 
5 fellow, 
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fellow; with a 'geniva a little above the common 
run of them; one that would not be ſo much 
om by old cuſtoms, as to attempt. ploughing 
here in February, becauſe he was uſed to do. ſo 
at home: in ſhort, a man who can think a little 


and accommodate both himſelf and his labour to | 


the climate. As you have a plentiful fortune, no 
matter whether or not he has, perhaps better not. 
To ſuch a man you might give at an eaſy rent, as 
much land as he thought would make bim a com- 
pleat farm. He ought to bring ſome ſervants 
with him, who ought to be bound for three or 
four years, he paying them yearly wages, ſome- 
thing more than they get in England. He ought 
to bring likewiſe all the iron parts of every kind 
of farming utenſils, and all the neceſſary 1 iron 
work for building himſelf a houſe ; and, beſide 
that, either money, of a eredit to pprehals, epttle 
and a year”: 8 proviſions, - 

1 you had ſuch a man well ſettled ; and it would 
be done in ſuch a manner, that he might feel as 
few inconveniencies as poſſible ; he would ſoon 


bring you more; for you may depend upon it, the 
ſoil and elimate both would pleaſe him. He ought 


- 0 have a power of attorney to let your lands, and 
indeed as extenſive a one as you, from your know- 


ledge of the man, would think prudent. to entruſt 
kim with. | 


But after all, dear Lee, what is hive to binder 
you from taking a view of the Place yourſelf, nay, 
| P = of 
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of being your own agent. Do not you think tlie 
cultivating your lands, and improving your con- 
ſtitution and fortune, is a much more rational, and 
perhaps, I might fay, ſenſible employment, than 
| ſcampering over all the continent of Europe, in 

ſearch of damned Hungarian fevers. Come, Lee, 
and leave Hume to cram his hiſtory | down the 
throats of his countrymen, for few others read if. 
You will find your gal} bladder decreaſe in ſize 
very much, without writing ſtrictures upon any 
thing; or even abuſing a king or a Barrington, as 
ſoon as you ſet foot upon this our free and hoſpi- 
table coaſt : and to encourage you, as I know you 


like good living, I will engage to give you as good 


eef, mutton, poultry, and ſalt fiſh, as you ever 
met with, and as my countrymen ſay, a hundred 
thouſand welcomes. And now, taking it for grant- 
ed, that you will be as tired with reading, as I am 
A with writing, by the time you get thus far, I will 


Kiniſh, by aſſuring you, that I am your affectionate 


friend, and ſer rant, 


w. PATTERSON. 
Colonel Tes. | Apia. DAG 
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I {Dean Sin, cf Weſtmialler, | Feb. the £974. 
I RECEIVED two. letters from you; one by 


Mr: Hey, the other by the pacquet : I] thank you 


moſt ſincerely for both. Jour firſt was particularly 
acce pt- 
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acceptable, as it gave me an opportunity of reriews 
ing and of improving my acquaintance with a gen- 
tleman, for whoſe character I have always had an 


bigh eſteem. My particular friends were the firſt 


who took notice - of his merit. They imagined, | 


that they could not do a better ſervice to govern- 
ment, in a newly acquired French country, than 
to ſend them one of the beſt ſamples we were able 
to furniſh of plain manly Engliſh ſenſe and inte - 
grity. I wiſh thoſe who rule at preſent may ſhew 


by the proviſion they make for him here, that 


ſach qualities are fill | in ſome requeſt among our- 


| ſelves. 


It was extremely kind of you to wem 
your friends in our dull worn out hemiſphere, | 
among the infinite objects of curioſity, that are ſo 


exuberantly ſpread out before you, in the vaſt 


field of America. There is indeed, abundant 


matter, both natural and political, to give full 
ſcope to a mind active and enterpriſing like yours ; 


where ſo much has been done and undone; and 
where ſtill there is an ample range for wiſdom 


and miſtake. Either muſt produce conſiderable 


effects in an affair of ſuch extent and importance. 
It will be no light miſchief, and no trivial benefit. 
When one conſiders, what might be done there, 


it is truly miſerable to think of its preſent diſ- 


tracted condition: But as the errors which have 
ae gy into that ſtate of confuſion are not 
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Arche ap be corrected by any inftuence of ourg, 


upon either ſide of the water, it is not wile to ſpe- 
culate too much on the ſubject; it can have no 
effect, but to make ourſelves uneaſy, without any 
paſible advantage.to the public. 

Here, as we have met ſo we continue, in the 
mat perfect repoſe. It has been announced to 
us, that we are to ha ve no buſineſs but the gold 
coin; this has not appeared as yet: And if there 
be nothing further than we hear of intended, it 


will come on time enough. The politics of the 


continent, which uſed to engage your attention ſo 
much, attract no part of ours. Whether the 
American affairs will be brought eee us is yet 
uncertai n. 

Saturday, 1 10 the Maſſachuſet's 8 petition 
12 their governor and deputy, diſcuſſed before 
council. It was ſpoken to, very ably by the com. 
ſel on either ſide; by Meſſrs. Dunning aud Lee, 
for the province; by Mr. Wedderburn for the 


governors. The latter uttered a furious Philippic 
againſt poor Daftor Franklin, It required all his 


Pbilofophy, natural and acquired, to ſupport bim 


againſt it. I hear that the petition will be rejected. 
The council was the fulleſt of any in our memory a 


thirty-five attended. 


H hope, as you fay nothing of it in your laſt lets 


er, that your fit:of the gout was but gentle, and 
rather _ m—_ than my thing that deſerves 
n * 
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to be called à diſeaſe. With many thanks for 
your obliging remembrance, and all good wiſhes 
e an agteeable Journey! and ſafe Roms 1 am, g 


Pear Sir, 4 


Your moſt obedient humble : 


Dear Ks E, | | New-York, June roth, 1774 

I SHOULD have done myſelf the pleaſure ta 
have wrote to you before; but really did not know _ 
where a letter would find you; ſometimes we 
| heard you were gone to the Weſt- Indies; at ano- 
ther, that you were gone on to Carolina; by Mr. 
Bird, lam informed you are ſtill in Virginia. 
I expected before now, to have heard from go- 

vernor Cheſter, relative to your land in Weſt Flo- 
rida, but ſuppoſe I ſhall ſhortly. I ſet out in a few 
days to join our worthy friend General Gage "I 
Boſton ; he is come out with very extraordinary 
powers, and has wrote for me: It is a very fortu- 
nate circumſtance, that the power both civil and 
military hath fallen into the hands of ſo moderate 
a man as n Gage; N be wil gain great 

_ credit 
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tereſt, 
-F am, Dear * with great truth, 


Jour 8 moſt ſincerely, 


To General Lee. 


My DEAR Lee, Travellers Reſt. Pi 5 1774. 
5 RECEIVED your welcome letter by Mr. 


. Worley, and live in daily expectation of ſee- 
ing you at my hut, 1 now wiſh more than ever 


for that ſatisfaction, as the alarms of the times 


= make me earneſt to conſult, and converſe with 
| you .thereupon. Until actions conyince me of 
the contrary, lam reſolved to thin Mr. Gage 


8 


has 


ciedit on this critical occaſion; his abilities are 
good, and with reſpect to his heart, you who Know | 
bim fo well, will allow him to be pollefſed aff one Z 
of the beſt kind. 
Vour things are all left with Mrs, Aire Wh will 
take care of them. I encloſe you a letter from 
Dunbar, and one I picked up in the coffee-houſe 
for you. Dagworthy has got a company in the 
48th 41 through Colonel N 8 in- 


| THOMAS GAMBLE. 
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has fn ſecret; medicine in his 1 8 to * the. 


wounds that threaten the life of American liberty, 
Surely a man ſo humane, ſo ſenſible, ſohonourable, 
ſo independent! in his circumſtances, | and ſo great 
from family expectations, would never undertake- 
a buſineſs, fit only for an abandoned deſperado, 
or a monſter in human ſhape, a General Murrafs.t 
Macro, or a Ravilliac. 

I cannot think what detains you D. far to the 
cb at this ſeaſon of the year; "without 
any diſparagement to Williamſburg, health, anc 
ſuch as you like for aſſociates, are more certainly 
to be met with to the Northward ; I know not, 


how you find it, but the older 1 grow, become 


leſs and leſs inclined to new acquaintance : Self- 


iſhneſs and ſycophantry poſſeſs ſo generally the 
minds of men, that 1 think the many are beſt 


avoided, and the few only who are liberal and ſin- 


cere, to be ſought for and careſſed. I therefore 
ſtick ſteadily to the cultivation of my farm, am 


intimate with few, read when I have time, and 
content myſelf with ſuch domeſtic comforts as my 

ircumſtances and fortune afford me. I wiſh 
therefore, moſt anxiouſly, you would come to my 


retreat, and there let us philoſophize on the vices 


and virtues of this buly world, the follies e the 
vanities of the great vulgar and the ſmall. 7 

| Laugh where we pleaſe, be candid where we can, 
And juſtify the ways of God to man, bs 


Mrs. Gates“ is | earneſt in Airing, to ſee you uns 
5 | diet 
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der her roef, where a good bed u ptovidea f for you, 
two or three ſlaves ta ſupply all your wants and 
whimſies; and (| pace enough about us for you to 
exerciſe-away all your ſpleen and gloomy-moods, 
whenſdever they diſtreſs you. In my neighbout- 
hood there is this moment as fine a farm mill, and 
track of land to be fold. as any in America, and 
Provided it ĩs convenient to you to pay down half 
the price, I am convinced you may have it a very 
great bargain. It is altogether two thouſand | 
four hundred acres, at thirty ſhillings ſterling 
an acre; I am ſatisfied you might have it >. 
By paying down about one thouſand eight 
hundred pounds ſterling, you may be put in 
poſſeſſion of an eſtate, that ten years hence will 
be worth feven thouſand pounds ſterling ; and 
Itake it for granted, that you may have the pay- 
ment of the reſt of the purchaſe money, at eaſy 
inſtallments, and that too without intereſt; ſo by 
laying out a thouſand pounds ſterling more, in 
ſtocking and improvements, your produce will 
yield you a fine living, and whetewithall to pay 
your annual inſtallment, bargained for in the 
purchaſe. 1 ſuppoſe you haye procured from Lord 
Dunmore his warrantfor your five thouſand ' acres 
upon the Ohio, that will be very ſoon of conſide- 
Table value. As to the Indians, the behaviour of 
certain of the white people is beyond all compari- 
ſon. abominable towards thoſe unhappy natives; 
not content with uſer * of all the land on 
9 this 


* 
1691 


tis fide the Ohio, they demand as a preliniinary 


to a peace, all the land between that river and the 


Miſſiſippi— but this ſtory is too long for a letter, 


you ſhall know the whole of this iniquitous affair 
when we meet—the gentleman who does me the 


| favour to preſent you this letter, has the pleaſure 
of your acquaintance, and can very fully inform 


you of the exceeding wickedneſs. and abſurdity 


the ſame man, you and I knew ſo well in days of 


yore; but that men ſhould change, neither you 
nor I will be ſurpriſed at; it is rather matter of 


amazement when they do not. a 
Auguſt the ſeventeenth; I am this aſians re- 


turned from Baltimore, and hoped to have croſſed 
upon you, in your route to the Northward, but 
like Swift's Mordanto you were vaniſned. I was 
ſorry for it, as I might have prevailed upon you 


to have tempered. your zeal with caution, before 


» 5 3 7% 


all ſuch perſons as may reaſonably be ſuſpected to 


watch your words and actions, where your zeal.in 


the noble cauſe you mention can be exerted to 


effect, ioo much cannot be ſhewn ; but be care- 
ful how you act, for be aſſured Gage knows you 


100 well, and knows you know him too well not 


to be glad of any plauſible pretenee to prevent 


your. good ſervices in the public cauſe, Farewell, 
my friend ; member I am, what J have always 


of the meaſures purſued, and purſuing, againſt | 
the Indians. I have read with wonder and aſto- 
niſhment Gage's proclamations; ſurely this is not 


pro- 


* 2 Y 
profeſed-mytelf -to be, and that I am n ready to 


"On this condition would I build my fame, | b : 
And emülate the Greek or Roman name; * 
Think Freedonrs right bought cheaply: with _ esd: 


Dink die with * for my . _—_ ka 
. — i 1 
. While 1 = Jam 
8 oleh 1 65 E Tour O unchangeably, 
—— — GATES, 
Fog 3 SPITE N 
_ My-pear Lee, 5 hank. 1 3d. 1774. 


1 RECEIVED your long letter with great plea- 
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que my life to e the Marais ot: the Wert . 


* 


ſure, and will anſwer it as fully as J am able. 


Lou muſt have miſunderſtuod me, in- what I ſaid 


of the bill to alter the Maſſachuſetis government, 
if you imagined I had either concurred in, or 


even forborn to expreſs my fulleſt difapprobation - 
of it, when it was depending in the houſe. 'Fhe 
fact is fo much otherwiſe, that I fought it through 
every ſtage, almoſt alone, when moſt of the oppo- 


ſition were attending the New - Market meeting, or 


other occupations, equally entitled to be preferred 


* 
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ws that duty. I may have ſaid indeed, that 
I prefer the form of the Engliſh! government to 
that of any other country upon earth, becauſe it 
appears to me moſt calculated to reconcile neceſ- 
ſary reſtraint and natural liberty, and. to draw the 
line between them. It is the government I was 
born under, Iam happy to live under, and would 
willingly die to preſerve and tranſmit entire; but 
J look upon the firſt principle of that conſtitution 
to be, that the whole muſt be governed by the will 
of the whole, and that any government where the 
authority reſiding with the few is ſupported by 
any other power than that of the many, in conſe- 
quence of their free concurrence and full appro- 
bation, is the worſt of tyranny. Judge then, my 
dear friend, whether I could approve of tearing 
from a free and happy people that form of gavern- 
ment which had been purchaſed with the blood, 
and eſtabliſhed by the wiſdom of their no 
and of ſubverting that excellent polity, endeared 
to them by their proſperity, and ſanCtified by the 
moſt laudable of human predileQions, a venera- 
tion for their anceſtors, and an enthuſiaſm for the 
permanence of their hberties. Nolumus Leges An- 
gli mutari, was the nobleſt expreſſion that ever 
bore teſtimony to the ſpirit of a free legiſlature. 5 


. I think it as laudable at Boſton now, as in London 


ſome cęnturies ago. So far I ſtand upon the 
ground of natural right and manly feeling thus 
—— becauſe—Homo ſum — but to deſcend. 
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to the humbler een policy, nothing can be 


ſo Abfurd, or impolitic, as to ſhake a frame ſancF- 
tified by long poſſeſſion, for the capriee of a mo- 


meat, or the fancies of a few; to ſacrifice 


wiſdom of ages to the preſumption of an h r; 5 
and to divert the ſtream of government, which 


has fertiliſed. the country and enriched the people, 
by channels which it has gradually formed for it- 
ſelf, by ſurmounting or eluding all the obſtacles it 


has met with in its courſe; from thoſe channels 


with the country, which if they are not borne down 
by the torrent muſt deluge the country and de- 


ſttoy the ancient land- marks. If therefore I pre- 
fer in fpeculation the government of Virginia to 
that of Maſſachuſet's Bay, it is not from thinking 


that what appears beſt in the abſtract, ſhould be 
impoſed on all: on the contrary, I am convinced 


that the minds of individuals and the manners of 
a people form and adapt themſelves naturally and 
imperceptibly to-the mode of government, under 
which they are born. The modifications of mu- 


nicipal inftugons are in themſelves. indifferent, ; 


provided they are approved by the people; but it 
is of the eſſence of freedom, and common to all 
free governments, that the people ſhould be con- 
vinced the laws they live under are of their own- 
chuſing; and that there is no power on earth that 


can prolong their exiſtence, or give force to their 


ves 55 N ; | : injunce. 
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funds 3 after the tiſapprobetion of | 


| the maſs of the people is ſignified. —_ 7 


I have been the more full upon this bee, 1 
4 I would not willingly be miſtaken in my prin- 
ciples upon ſo material a point. Now I am upon 
the ſubje& of Maſſachuſets, I cannot help expreſ- 


ſing my ſurprize that you ſhould have been ſo far 


miſinformed, as to have believed that 1, amongſt 
the reſt, could ſpeak with © approbation of that 


ſcoundrel Hatehinſon,” ſo far from it, that L agree 


with you in the epithet, and was the oui perſon in 
the houſe that declared my deteſtation of his cha- 


racter, and my ' conviction that his whole conduct 
had been that of a parricide, who had attempted to 


ruin his country, to ſerve his own little narrow ſelfe, 


iſh purpoſes. This 1 did in ſuch pointed terms 
that I was informed he had afterwards waited upon 
a friend of mine, who did not ſee his character in 


ſo juſt a light, to thank him for what he was pleaſ- 


ed to call, defending him againſt me. Be aſſured, 
I ſhallnever ſpeak well of a man who recommends 


an abridgement of .Engliſh liberties, in any part 


of the globe, where one ſpark remains unſmother- * 
ed by corruption, and unextinguiſhed by violence. 


As to the Quebec Bill, I can, with pleaſure, aſſure 
you, that I oppoſed it, with activity throughout; 


and though I could not overſet it, I was at leaſt 
| fortunate enough to ſet a defined bound to deſpo- 
| tiſm; and ay, ſo far ſhall thou 80, and no farther, 


by 


cam) 


by drawing PE line- which protected New-York 
and Pennſylvania; though I have ſinee been told, 
that Burke takes the merit to himſelf; but upon 
what grounds I know not, as I propofed the line 
| vithout any communication with him. _ 

As to myſelf, I am out of Parliament, without 
any proſpect of being in; and though I ſhould 
have thought. it infamous to have deſerted my 

poſt and not endeavoured to get in, yet I hardly 
can ſay, that I much regret my bing out there 
* ſo little proſpec of doing good. 


lam, dear Lee, 
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Yours, &c. | 
* * 4 4 „. 


R. 3 Baltimore, Jan. $074 195 : 
| FOUR civilities to me when at Proſpect · hill, 
| were ſuch as 1 expected from the ſoldier and the 
gentleman, and demand my watmeft thanks. 1 
| hope I ſhall ever bear a grateful remetnbrance of 
14 0 them. 1 
I ſee by the papers, that you are removed to 
Newport, in Rhode Iſland, and therefore ſuſpe&t 
that the miniſterialiſts, unable to bear the preſſure 
„„ . 1 of 


e 


of want, and the inclemencies of * ſeaſon, in- 
tend to remove from Boſton, and make Rhode« | 


Island their head quarters, at leaſt for ſome time; 


but of this you can beſt judge whoſe experience, 


in ſome degree, enables you to penetrate. the de- 
ſigns of thoſe in power. ; 


The King s ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, 


at the opening of the ſeſſion, clearly evinces "the 


neceſſity of ſpeedy and effectual exertions on the 
part of this continent, for the purpoſe of oppoſing, 
with force of arms, the infamous plan adopted 
by a venal miniſtry, for ſubverting our moſt ineſti- 
mable privileges. We ſhould immediately unite, 
and call forth every ſpark of virtue in ſo great and 
important a conteſt, as all. hopes of an accommo- 
dation are now loſt. America is happy in having 
for generals, gentlemen experienced in milka 


operations. 


With ardent wiſhes that America may riſe ſu- 


perior to all oppreſſions, and become independent, 


L take the ea: of PEE myſelf, 

; Sir, 1 
Four W humble ſervant, 
GEORGE Lx. 
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C4, i DEAR Genert, Philadelphia, Feb. igth, 970 


Arn E ſeems to be in a good humour with 
you. It is not enough that you have triumphed | 
over external and internal enemies at New-York, 
but you are about to enjoy new triumphs! in enen ; 
part of the continent. I tremble only at the price 
of 3 the plains of Abraham. 

* I preſage the ſurviving your conquefis from one 
part of your character, and that is, you have 4 
wonderful talent of infuſing your ſpirit into the 
minds of your troops. Should your blood mingle 
with the blood of Wolfe, Montcalm, and Mont- 
N gomery, poſterity will execrate the Plans of 
Abraham to the end of time, 

Your appointment to the Canada expedition 
gave all your friends here great pleaſure. I think 
it is more than probable, the principal force of 
our enemies will be ſent to that quarter. Canada 
is dearer to the king than all the other colonies 
put together, as it is the only part of the Britiſh 
empire in which arbitrary power is eftabliſhed by 
law. Should that province become the ſeat of war, 
we ſhall have no reaſon to complain for our fea- 
coaſts and fea-port towns are in a Poor firpation | 
to receive our enemies. | 

The Gulph and River St. Laurence, it is to be 
hoped, will concur with the elements in embar- 

i ming 


Wn 
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rafſing them. Mr. Pitt conquered America in 


Germany; who knows but General Lee _ con- 


quer Britain in America ? 


I need not tell you, how much lets it will 
give me to receive a few lines from you by all the 


expreſſes you ſend to the Congreſs. I ſhall write 


to you molt faithfully by the return of each of 


| them, Colonel Thompſon ſpeaks in raptures of 
you in all companies. 


The bearer of this letter is Mr. Paine, the cele 


brated author of Common Senſe. 


Adieu, Yours, &c. 


Gen. Lee. 


817 3 | | Wincheſter; Jan. 2th; 1776. | 


YOUR favour of the tenth ultimo, did not 


reach me till the twenty-ſecond inſtant. I that day 
wrote you an anſwer by one Mr. Campbell who 
was on his way, and who promiſed to give my 
letter a conveyance, if he did not ſee you. I in- 


formed you, that I ſaw no objections to your pay- 


ing off the incumbrances on your land, and the 


future payments whenever it is convenient for you 
| to do ſo, | 


An OLD FRIEND, 


Q 1 ſhould 


| 
| 
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1 ſhould be happy to ſee the important ſubject 
. of the independence of North America, diſcuſſed 
in the perſpicuous and able manner you are capa- 

ble of. 1. have troubled. you with ſome of my 
crude thoughts, to afford you an opportunity when 
leiſure will permit, and inclination lead you, to ex- 
plain my miſtakes and correct my errors. From 
the commencement of the preſent unhappy diſpute 
I conſidered the ſhedding of blood, if that event 
ſmhould take place, as the æra, at which would ter- 
, minate the Britiſh empire in America; or the co- 
lonies be ſubjugated to the abſolute dominion of 
parliament ; and when hoſtilities commenced, my 
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mind was only agitated with the means of defend- == 


ing ourſelves, and forming a conſtitution which 
would ſecure ſubſtantial liberty to the people; but 
when I found the Congreſs entertained different 
views, that they had again petitioned the king for 9 
reconciliation, and declared to their fellow ſubjects EIN 
throughout the empire, that their only end in tak - 
ing up arms was to procure a redreſs of grievances Wo 
and ſecure their properties and conſtitutional 4 
rights, ſolemnly diſclaiming every idea of eſtabliſh- Ss 
ing an independent empire, it gave a. different 
turn to my thoughts. | reflected that our anceſ- 4 
tors have fought many battles, and ſhed torrents 5 
of blood in ſupport of their conſtitutional rights, 
and whatever may have been the fate of arbitrary N 
princes, the conſtitution was ever held ſacred, the 


1 inſtance of Charles's feign only excepted. The 
Whigs 


7 
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, Whiss were then obliged to join with the Tories, | 
in reftoring royalty in its luſtre to get rid of a phan- 


rom which the Independents had raiſed under the 
name of liberty. The hope ofa re-union with our 
brethren of Great Britain, and of the increaſing 
grandeur and proſperity of the whole empire to 


me, I confeſs, had ſomething agreeable in it. I 


therefore with eagerneſs inveſtigated the Propoſed 
plan of 'operations, to enable me to judge of the 


| probable event, and I found, or thought I found, 


the ſecurity of our liberties, in connection with 


Great Britain almoſt certainly attainable ; at any 
rate more practicable than the eſtabliſhing an in- 


dependent ſtate; for the following among other 
reaſons, that the people of America were determi- 


nately united in ſupport of that meaſure z that 


every inſult and injury from adminiftration only 
tended to animate and cement; that the greateſt 
trading cities and moſt reſpectable characters in 
England are our friends; that even our enemies 
in parliament dare not ſtand the attack on the pro- 
per ground; but, in order to carry their point, have 
always inſiſted we were aiming at independency. 
That the belief of this is the ſole reaſon we have 


any enemies among the people of England, and 


though I am of opinion, the governing powers of 


Britain would rather loſe the colonies totally, than 


yield one iota of their pretenfions, the people will 


think very differently when convinced our views © 
Extend no further than to the ſecurity of thoſe 
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rights, which they themſelves hold eſſential to li · 
berty. That it would be impoſſible for govern- 
ment to carry on a war againſt the inclinations, and 
ſo deſtructive to the intereſts of the people, as the 
Preſent muſt obviouſly appear, when it is remem- 
bered, the cauſe of our conteſt is the aſſumed pow- 
er of parliament, to tax the colonies, to alter our 
forms of government, to tranſport us to Britain 
for the trial of ſuppoſed offences and to make laws, 
regulating our internal police. That the ſword 
would even drop from the hand of a Britiſh ſoldier, | 
if he believed it pointed againſt the breaſt ofa man 
contending for his birth-right. That an attempt 
to eſtabliſh an independency would unite England 
as one man againſt us; and though ſhe is burden- 
ed with an enormous debt, and deprived of a moſt 
valuable branch of commerce, ſhe has ſtill great 
reſources; and it is not eaſy to foreſee the conſe- 
quences of the utmoſt exertions of her power. Be- 
ſides, it appears to be the intereſt of Europe, that 
America ſhould remain dependent. The power 
and importance of England, which by a defection 
of the colonies, ſhe would loſe, is neceſſary in the 
European ſyſtem. Holland and Portugal, [ think, 
owe their political exiſtence to her; and even thoſe 
| Kates which might with to ſee her depreſſed, were 
their intereſts confined to Europe, would dread 
greater evils from the eſtabliſhment of an indepen- 
dent r in North America, the certain conſe- 
4 5 | quences 
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quences of which would be, I wa the - 
loſs - of Mexico, South America, and the 
Weſt India Iſlands to whomſoever belonging. | 
But it is a neceſſary. enquiry, on what terms 
can our difference be adjuſted which will 
ſecure us from future conteſts? I anſwer, it is 
impoffible. The nature of human affairs is ſuch, 
that no political ſyſtem can beeſtabliſhed which the 
folly of weak, or ambition of wicked men will not 
in time ſubvert. Let Great Britain relinquiſh her 
claim of internal legiſlation and taxation; let ſta= 
ted times be limited for the holding and duration 
of aſſemblies, and counſellors dependent on the 
Crown, be deprived of legiſlative powers, or hold 
4 their places during life; and let ſupreme judges be 
appointed in each * to hold their places du- 
ring good behaviour, with certain and adequate 
ſalaries. All this would be no real injury to Eng- 
land, the only advantage ſhe ever did, or ever can 
receive from America is her commerce, an equi 
table ſhare of which, ought to be ſecured to her 
by. a grand commercial ſyſtem, to be agreed on by 
te legiſlators of the two countries, and to remain 
unalterable, except by mutual conſent. Such a 
plan of accommodation I think, offers as fair for 
the permanent ſecurity of peace, wealth, and liberty, 
as any | have heard, or can deviſe for the govern- 
ment of America in an independent ſtate. I take. 
it for granted, as I have never heard it diſputed, 
that a popular or democratic government muſt take 
* Which in its moſt JR ſtate, I think 
much 
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much lter to the mixed — of kri- 
tain; for I hold it as maxim, that wherever the 
ſupreme power is veſted in one man, or one body 
of men, the liberty of the ſubject is at beſt pre- 
carious. It appears from hiſtory, that popular 
fury is as formidable, and often exerciſed with as 
much injuſtice as royal indignation. Frequent 
elections are no ſecurity in this caſe, the fpirit of 
the. peopie always influences the repreſentative 
body, and if a man becomes unpopular, however 
innocent, his ruin is inevitable. To you I need 
not give inſtances ; neither is it poſſible in ſuch a 
conſtitution, to render the judicial powers totally 
independent. The ſame body of men who have 
the appointment of the judges, having alſo. the 
power of removing them, will carry popular pres 
Judice even to the ſeats of juſtice. In this reſpect, 
England has the advantage of all other nations. 
In cool diſpaſſionate hours, the three branches of 
the legiſlature concur in enacting laws for the 
general good of the community, The meaneſt 
ſubject cannot be puniſhed unleſs: he tranſgreſſes 
thoſe laws, neither can the judges be diſplaced for 
faithfully executing them, without the like concur- 
rence. This protects individuals equally from 
popular violence, and the arbitrary meaſures of 
kings and courtiers. But is America capable of 
receiving a democratic government ? Have we 
that induſtry, frugality, ceconomy, that virtue 
which is neceſſary to conflitute it? Laws and 
con- 
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| with them. or r loſe their force. 18 not North ame- 


rica too extenſive for a popular government ? But 
I find the ſpirit of the times is againſt a union; 
we muſt then become a confederacy of republics, 
each having ſupreme powers within itſelf. Does 


not this afford a proſpect of perpetual wars. and 


internal feuds, till ſome one colony, or perhaps e one 
man, becomes maſter of the whole continent 2 


Kecur to the hiſtoric Page, and point out the age 


and country where this, under ſimilar circumſtan- 
ces, has not been the caſe? The united provinces 


- being ſurrounded by more powerful ſtates, mate- 


rially diſtinguiſhes their ſituation from that of theſe 


colonies. A congreſs or general council for regu- 


lating the affairs of the whole confederacy will 


hardly be ſufficient to maintain peace. There was 


a general council of the Engliſh Heptarchy, yet 
that iſland was an uninterrupted ſcene of blogd 
and laughter, till united under one head. There | 
is a general diet of the German empire, yet eyery 
one knows that the princes of the empire ſubmit 
to its decrees, juſt as far as ſuits their own purpo- 
ſes. Greece had her Amphictyons, yet was not 
without inteſtine Wars. 

The country being called to arms for the expreſs 
purpoſe of defending : and ſecuring. her conſtituti- 
onal liberty, is there not an ben ne in em- 
ploying thoſe arms to quite different purpoſes, 
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at t leaſt till iti is known whether the e nd be 
attainable ? and ſurely the moſt ſanguine could 
not expect that point ſo ſoon determined? Or 


that we could force England to a compliance with 
our terms in the courſe of one campaign, : 
An apology might well be expected for this 


trouble; if I had a good one to offer, you ſhould 


have it. Some light touches on the ſubject, with 


ſeveral expreſſions of regard interſperſed through 
your letters of buſineſs, emboldened me to take 


this liberty, and further, to requeſt an anſwer.” 
I am one of thoſe who have ever wiſhed and 


gloried in the honour and proſperity of the Bri- 
_ tiſhempire ; but if a ſeparation takes place, inte- 


reſt, inclination, every conſideration will induce 
me to take part with my native land, and my beſt 
endeavours ſhall not be wanting to render the Ame- 
ricans a free, happy, and independent people. Any 


lights which you may throw on the ſubject, ſhall 


be faithfully improved to that purpoſe, as far as 
my narrow ſphere, (and it is a very narrow one,) 
permits. 'The arguments of pamphleteers, and 


_ newſpaper fecribblers, on both ſides of the queſtion, 


have been ſo abſurd, fallacious, or at leaſt ſuperfici- 


al, that very little inſtruction or pleaſure, could be 
derived from reading them. Heartily wiſhing you 
| ſucceſs in every patriotic exertion of your abilities, | 


ITemain with eſtcem, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, | 
Major Gen, Lee. AEX. WHITE, 


* 


1 


a, 1 4 Stafford, Feb. ” . 
IMMEDIATELY after I had waited upon you 


at Philadelphia, I proceeded to New-York, and 


finding much difficulty in purſuing my intended 


Journey, I delivered your diſpatches to Mr. Lewis, 
by direction of Mr. Van B. Livingſton, and wrote 


to you at my return, acquainting you therewith. 
I have not wrote to you ſo frequently as I would 
do, i imagining that your time might be employed 
better, in matters of greater moment to the pub- 


lic; and where public utility is in queſtion, apo- 


logies become unneceſlary ; be pleaſed therefore 
to accept the following hints from one who has 
ale hon I am amazed at a ſhipor two laying 


at New-York for ſome time paſt; I never ſaw two 
velſela that lay in more danger were they attacked 


and they alſo know it. The Aſia lay long in the 


North- River, and refuſed to go into the ſound, un- 
til Parker a ſenior captain was ſent with a ſhip to 
reinforce him, with poſitive orders from the ad- 
miral to join; it may alſo be ſeen by their writing 


to the mayor, and by Parker's threatening and bul- 


lying the town. There are three ways of taking 
or deſtroying theſe ſhips, could it be kept ſecret: 
Firſt, by boarding ; for as the Alta muſt ground at 


low water, the ſprings upon cables would be of no 
uſe ; and, I apprehend, that her lower guns could 
not range over the wharf when aground, therefore 
a few guns with Eropy ſhot run down upon the 

- wharſs, 


— 
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Vharſs, upon her bow and quarters, would effecu- 
ally ſweep and clear her decks, while the people 
boarded. Secondly, if there were mortars or even 
guns to throw combuſtible matter on the decks, 
into the rigging, to ſtick on her ſides, with grape 
as before, to prevent extinguiſhment, the guns 
with the grape would be out of the power of her 
guns while aground. The third and beſt method, 
as I imagine, I would undertake myſelf, with a 
reaſonable perſon to command the detachment, as 
ſecond in command, or engineer, or conductor of 
the works, or, as I told you, in any character, 6 
that I might be ſerviceable to the cauſe. | 
The method I will here lay down ta the beſt of 
my ability; there is Long-Ifland and Nutten- 
Ifland, well ſituated to place guns; and, I imagine, 
three or four hundred men would be ſufficient to 
compleat in one night all the neceſſary works: The 
greateſt difficulty would be, to get cannon to Nut- | 
ten-Iſland, but they might come from the Narrows 
by night in flats. It would be impoſfible to point 
cout either the facilities, or difficulties of the under- 
taking in the courſeof a letter; the greateſt diffi» 


culty will be, to keep it ſecret from the people of 


Staten Iſland, Long Ifland, and New-York. If 
this matter is not ſoon put in execution, they wilt 
be reinforced, or they will fall into the North 

River; but if there was lodgment with ſome guns 
upon Nutten Iſland, with the town battery to aſſiſt, 
they could not get out without running aground. 


Fo 
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As ſoon FOTO batteries upon Long and begin ta 
play, there ſhould be ſome of the ConneCticut men, 


or fome others, ready to run down upon the 


 wharfs, with ſome few guns a- head and a- ſtern, 
with grape, to clear the decks, and fire into the. 
ports. While loading, the batteries will have this 


advantage, that they can play by night, if clear, 
this method will ſo harraſs and diſable them that 


they muſt ſtrike quickly or they will be boarded. 
When this affair is finiſhed the men ſhould imme - 
diately march to the Narrows, and erect a battery 


that would keep all out, and all in; twenty guns 
properly diſpoſed, would fink any veffel that would 


dare attempt to go up, and would be aut of the 
range of all ſhot from the ſhipping. Your cruiſers 
would find ſhelter and a good harbour, Had this 


been done laft ſummer, our enemies at Boſton 
would have ſtarved before now. There ſhould be 


a camp formed there early in the ſpring, and two 
| ſtrong, forts erected with retrenchments to cover 


them; for you may depend upon it, there will be 

a vigorous puſh made early to get up the North 
River; works upon each fide would greatly retard 
and delay their operations; and I doubt not, but 


defeat the dehgn ef the campaign. To attack 


both they muſt divide their army, which would - 
greatly harraſs them; and if they wait to attack 


them one after another, the campaign is loft, be- 
| ſides the attacks made upon them at landing with- 


in the . and perhaps under cover of theſe 
| | forts 


FLAC 


forts and retrenchments; alſo the attacks on their 
rear, while they are attaking the works. In ſhort, 
we have every thing in our favour, to defeat the 
enſuing campaign, if we only begin in time, and 
conduct matters properly, 

- You want nothing but experienced officers five 
hundred at leaſt. But to return to the men of war, 
that I find ſo much intimidates the people of this 
country, is a well conſtructed floating battery, for- 
midable and powerful in her own element at ſea, 
no doubt; but when oppoſed to the land; is only 
an egg-ſhell. Batteries and guns properly placed 
Vill ſoon ſilence them. I will here deſcribe as well 
as I can, the batteries of late made uſe, of againſt 
ſhipping; the old batteries in our ports and hat- 
bours at home are found almoſt uſeleſs. As they 
are all built ſimilar, or like that at New-York, 
very low. and near. the water, whereby the 
veſſel has all the power over them that ſhe could 
viſh, not only from her great guns, but ſmall arms; 
whereas, quite the reverſe ought to be the caſe ; „ 
the batteries ſhould be fixed at a diſtance from the 
water and veſſel, no nearer than two hundred yards 

if the ground wilb admit, from the channel, or 
where the veſſel is to anchor or ſail, and upon 
ground high enough to be out of the range of her 
ſhot, if ſuch ground cannot be found, take the 
higheſt you can get and fink, or let in your plat- 
forms and guns upon the top or ſummit of the 
hill, the muzzles of the guns as it were, peeping 
out 
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out of the hill Thus the men will work their 
guns when thus ſituated with facility and ſafety, : 
and out of the reach of all ſhot. There is no ſhip - 
in the world that would dare offer to attack or paſs 
ſuch a battery, if twenty guns were mounted. 
Theſe are the kind of batteries that I would pro- 
poſe for all attacks upon veſſels, and what I would 
make uſe of, upon Long Ifland and Nutten Iſland, 
and though the land is not ſo high as may be 
wiſhed, yet the ſinking and letting in the guns into 
the firm and higheſt ground will anſwer the pur- 
poſe no doubt: ſhips fire very flow, and fire at ran- 
dom, neither can it be imagined that men can 
ſand to their guns, where ſhot and ſplinters are 
continually flying, much leſs level and point guns 
accurately. In ſhort, they muſt do as the French 
did on board of four ſail of the line at Louiſburg, 
in a ſhort time they muſt ſtrike, or jump into the 
hold, notwithſtanding we never had more than 
two guns playing upon any ſhip at a time. Twelve 
guns would be ſufficient, fix upon Long Iſland and 
ſix upon Nutten Iſland, and twelve pounders would 
be heavy enough, as the diſtance is but ſhort, and 
leſs than three pound of powder would be ſufficient 
for a charge. There ought to be two men to each 
gun, that underſtand loading and firing, the reſt 
may be raw. I weuld imagine that Lord Sterling 
would be a very proper perſon to command the 
| detachment, and would readily accept 1 make 
no doubt, the 1 3 keep moving, ſome at 


the 
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the Wande, ſome at the rey + at York; ſome 
even might go to Jamaica, Flat Buſh, &c. until 
guns and other matters are in readineſs. The 
commanding officers and engineer at the Ferry, off 
and on, to reconnoitre the ground, and view the 

poſition of the veſſels. I have here thrown a few 
matters together, in a rough manner; however, I 
ſhall not needlefsly make any apology for troubling 
you, as the intention is good. I can aſſure you, that 
theſe hints, as I call them, are no whim, or pro- 
Auction of my dwn, but are drawn from real prac- 
dice and experience which J have often ſeen and 
Helped to execute in rivers, lakes, and harbours, 
during twenty-eight years ſervice. I cannot dif- 
mils the Narrows, the enemy ſhould not be allow- 
ed to flip into the heart of the country, without 
gaining it by inches: the Narrows are centrical 
and the people thereabouts diſpoſed to be trouble- 
ſome; it is a moſt defirable ſituation for an army, as 
they can act either to the Eaftward, or Weſtward 
together, or ſeparate, and ſupplies can come from 
all quarters either by land or water. A battery 
placed as beforementioned has great power and 
command of ſhipping z one ſhot fired in this angu- 
lar manner from an eminence, will do more execu- 
tion than twenty fired horizontally ; for if the ſhot 
firike the veſſel on one ſide, between wind and. 
water, they will come out on the other fide fore 
feet below water: in ſhort, their powder-room and 
all is in ef, nor will the men's lying flat upon 
5 the 
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Major Gen. Lee. 


the Congreſs to repair to General Schuyler, in order 
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the decks "EIN them. I have had experichoe of 
this, acting as a marine officer on board men of 


war: You want, as I have ſaid before, experienced 
officers, who have explored | the country, Khan 6 
Takes, and difficult paſſes ; in ſhort, that know e 


Ty Teh of ground, that have drubbed, and been 
drubbed ; for drubbing brings men to reaſon and 


* I beg you would offer my ſervice to 


the honourable the Congreſs, as one that has ſeen 
ſervice both in horſe, foot, and marines. There 


is not an officer in America this day has ſeen more 
ſervice than Thave, both abroad and at home, dur- 
Ing both the late wars. Nothing would prevail 
with me to engage again, but the preſent cauſe, 


my all is now at ſtake, the die is thrown : : I muſt 
conquer or die. 


I am, Sr, A refoeAfully 
Your moſt humble and moſt 
Obedient Servant, 
"TREVOR NEWLAND, 


| . N Philadelphia, Feb. 11th, 1776. 
THE bearer, Monſ. Arundel, is directed by 


; . "1 246. 3 
to * employed hr: him in the Artillery ſervice; 


He propoſes to wait on you in his way; and has 


requeſted me to introduce him by a line to you. 
He has been an officer in the French ſervice, as 
vou will ſee by his commiſſions ; and profeſſing 
a good-will to our cauſe, I hope he may be uſeful 
in inſtructing our gunners and matroſles : perhaps 
he may adviſe in opening the nailed carinon. 

I received the encloſed, the other day, from an 
officer, Mr. Newland, who ſerved in the two laſt 
wars, and was known by General Gates, who ſpoke 
well of him to me when I was at Cambridge. He 
is deſirous now of entering into your ſervice. 1 
; [Have adviſed him to wait upon you at New-York. 
They ſtill talk big in England, and threaten 


hard; but their language is ſomewhat civiller, at 


leaſt, not quite ſo diſreſpectful to us. By degrees 
they come to their _— but too late, I Oy for 
their intereſt. 


We have got a large quantity of ſalt-petre, one 
hundred and twenty ton, and thirty more expect- 


ed. Powder-mills are now wanting; I believe we 


muſt ſet to work and make it by hand. But I ſtill 


wiſh, with you, that pikes could be introduced, 
and I would add bows and arrows : thefe were 
good weapons, not wiſely laid afide : 


1ſt. Becauſe a man may ſhoot as truly with a 


bow as with a common muſket. 


ad. 


or 


Yet) 

2d. He can diſcharge four arrows in the time of 
charging and diſcharging one. bullet. | 
2d. His object is not taken from his view by 
the ſmoke of his own ſide. | 
ath. A flight of arrows ſeen coming upon them, 
terrifies and diſturbs * enemies attention to his 
buſineſs. | 
5th. An arrow ſtriking in any part of a man, 
puts him hors du combat till it is extracted. 

6th. Bows and arrows are more eaſily provided 
every where than muſkets and ammunition. 

Polydore Virgil, ſpeaking of one of our battles 
againſt the French in Edward the Third's reign, 
mentions the great confuſion the enemy was 
thrown into, Jagittarum nube, from the N 
and concludes, Eſt res Profecto dictu mirabiles, 
tautus ac potens exercitus a ſolis ferè Anglicts par. 
vittus fuerit; adeo Anglus eft ſagitti potens, et id genus 
armorum valet, If ſo much execution was done by 
arrows when men wore ſome defenſive armour, 
how much more might be done now that is out of 
uſe! | 

I am glad you are come to New-York, but I 
alſo wiſh you could be in Canada. There is a 
| kind of ſuſpence in men's minds, here at preſent, 
waiting to ſee what terms will be offered from 
England. I expect none that we can accept; and 
when that is generally ſeen, we ſhall be more una- 
nimous and more deciſive ; then your propoſed _ 


ſolemn league and covenant will go better down, 
R and 
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and perhaps moſt of your other og meaſures 
| adopted. | 


Tam always ed to hear from you, 3 J 5 


11 deſerve your favours, being ſo bad a correſ- 


pendent. My eyes will now hardly ſerve me to 
write by night, and theſe ſhort days have been all 
taken up by ſuch variety of buſineſs, that I ſeldom 
can fit down ten minutes without Interruption. 
God give you ſucceſs, 


Iam, with the greateſt eſteem, 
Yours affectionately, 5 
B. FRANKLIN. 


My Dear Sin, | ' Philadelphia, Feb, 19th, 1776, 
THE Congreſs have ſeen ſuch a neceſſity of an 
able commander in Canada, as to deſtine you to 
that moſt arduous ſervice, I tremble for your 


health, yet I hope the campaign will rather pro- 


mote it than otherwiſe. We want you at New- 
York ; we want you at Cambridge ; we want you 
in Virginia; but Canada ſeems of more impor- 


, tance than any of thoſe places, and therefore you 


are ſent there, I wiſh you as e laurels 48 
| - Wolfe 
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Wolfe and Montgomery reaped there, with an 
happier fate. Health and FPGA life after a glorious 
return. 
But I am aſhamed to go on in ſuch a firain 
when writing to you whoſe time is ſo much better 
employed than in reading it, ſince I took up my 
pen only to introduce to your acquaintance a 
countryman of yours, and a citizen of the world, 
to whom a certain heretical pamphlet, called Com- 
mon Senſe, is imputed. His name is Paine, He 
is travelling to New-York for his curioſity, and 
wiſhes to ſee a gentleman whoſe character he ſo 
highly reſpects. 
A luckier, a happier i than yours to 

New-York never was projected. The whole Whig 
world are bleſſing you for it, and none of them 
more than, ; 


Your friend and - 


KEE JOHN ADAMS. 
= Major Gen, Lee, Din 


$1 8, Philadelphia, Feb. 19th, 17765. 
I HAVE the honour to incloſe you ſundry 

_ reſolutions of Congreſs, by which you will per- 
<elve, it is the deſire of Congreſs, that you ſhould 
| R 2 | repair 
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repair to Canada, and take upon you the command 
of the army of the United Colonies in that pro- 
vince. I need not mention the importance of the 
truſt repoſed in you, and the happy effects it will 
have in ſecuring the liberty of America, if you 
ſhould be fo fortunate as to drive our enemies, the 
enemies of liberty and the rights of mankind, 
out of it. I heartily pray, that the Diſpoſer of 
Events ID grant you ſucceſs 5 to your merit 
and zeal. 
As you will want battering cannon, which are 
not to be had in that province, you are to apply 
to the Convention, or Committee of Safety of ß 
New-York ; to whom by this opportunity, I ſend = 
the recommendation of Congreſs to ſupply you = 
with twelve, ſuch as you ſhall judge moſt ſuitable, T1 
and ſome mortars, if they have or can procure 
them; with balls, ſhells, and other neceſſaries; 
and alſo to aſſiſt you in forwarding them. Eight 
tons of powder are now on their way to Albany, 
for the forces in Canada; and as a very conſider- ”- 
able quantity of ſaltpetre is ſent to the mills of 
- Mr. Wiſner and Mr Livingſtone, ſhould there be :” 
occaſion for more, you will be ſupplied from 
. 
Vou will readily perceive the 5 of con- 
* with General Schuyler, and with him con- 
| ſulting on the beſt methods of having neceſſaries 
conveyed to you acroſs the lakes. The Congreſs i 


have a full confidence that you will co: operate in 
— 1  tecuring 
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| Hon, Major Gen. Lee EE 


(% 


ſoruring the poſſeſſion of the lakes, ad mutually 
aſſiſting each other as occaſion may require; and, as 


far as in your power, give mutual aid in ſupport- 
ing the cauſe of freedom and liberty. 1 expect 
the deputies will in a hort t time be a to Pre: 


ceed to Canada. 
I am, with every ſentiment of efteem, | 
. 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 


J oN HANCOCK, Pref, 


Dean Sin Philadelphia, March 1ſt, 1976: 
AFTER a warm conteſt, occaſioned by the 
high eſtimation the members of Congrefs have of 


your worth and abilities, every one wiſhing to have 


you where he had moſt at ſtake, the Congreſs have 
at length determined to ſupercede the orders given 


you to proceed to Canada, and have this day come 


to a reſolution that you ſhall take the command 
5 of the continental W in the ſouthern "re 
> $64 | - | ment, 


* 


n 
ment, which comprehends Virginia, North Caroli- 
na, South Carolina, and Georgia. 5 

The Congreſs have alſo appointed fix new 7 Bri- 
gadier Generals; viz. John Armſtrong, William 

Thompſon, Andrew Lewis, J ames Moore, Lord 

Sterling, and Robert How, eſq. four of whom you 

are to command in the ſouthern department, and 
two in the middle. By this conveyance I have 

forwarded the commiſſion for his Lordſhip. As 
ſoon as your health and the neceſſary orders you 
may think proper to give, for putting New-York 


ina ſtate of defence, will permit, I have it in 


charge to direct that you repair to the e 
put under your immediate command. | 

In expectation of ſeeing you ſoon in this place, 
on your way, 1 need not add, but that, 


1 am, with every ſentiment of regard and eſteem, 
Sir, 
"8 moſt obedient ſervant, 
JOHN HANCOCK, Pref. 


Hoo. Major Gen. Lee, 
8 New-York. 


Dan 


"Bans Cananate Haden Feb. 10 17705 
Laſt night I had the pleaſure to receive yours 
of the 15th. I am rejoiced you have weathered 
this fit of the gout; I don't think you will have 
another this winter, if you was careful in letting 
"that paſs off, it may probably be of much ſervice 
to your conſtitution. When I mentioned Canada, 
I did not mean you ſhould winter there; if you 
can ſecure the entrance into it, by getting Quebec, 
and poſſeſſing it this ſummer, you may leave the 
care of that province to your Brigadiers for the 
winter to come. The General was pleaſed you 
wrote to him, as he began to think you tardy. 
He writes to you by this expreſs. I like your in- 
| tention of making the fort an open redoubt; 1 
think ſome heavy guns upon the ſouth and weſt | 
ſides, with good ſod merlons, will make the men 
of war keep aloof. It is a pretty high ſituation, 
and battering it at a diſtance, over the lower bat- 
-teries, would have but little effect. We have 
lately had reaſons to ſuppoſe Mr. Howe had 
thoughts of leaving Boſton; the General will tell 
you his reaſons for Win that was intended. 
Clinton, I am ſatisfied, went to ſee how affairs 
were circumſtanced at New-York, to conſult with 
Tryon, and to prepare the way for Howe's recep- 
tion. Unleſs the enemy repoſſeſs Canada, they 
cannot reinſtate the king's affairs on this conti- 
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nent; there is no way to recover Canada, but 
by the Rivers of St. Laurence and Hudſon. The 


St. Laurence is not practicable until late in May; 
therefore, the firſt attempt would moſt aſſuredly be 


made at New-York: for theſe reaſons, I think 
your hands ſhould be ſtrengthened as much, and 
as expeditiouſly as poſſible. I am afraid youare 


deficient in gun-carriages ; employ all the hands 
you can procure to make them. I am glad you 
expreſs yourſelf ſo well pleaſed with the Captains, 
Smith and Badlam ; the former has good talents, 


and will, I hope, prove as faithful as he is capable. 


Ere long it will be known if I am right in my 
conjecture, that the great body of the enemy mean 

to endeavour to take poſt at, or near, New-York. 
Should that happen to be attempted, be aſſured 
we ſhall march with the utmoſt expedition to ſup- 
port you. I expect ſoon to ſee Palfrey, in con- 
ſequence of what I wrote to him, when I hope to 
hear you are in perfect health. Little Euſtace is 
well, but nothing 1s done for him as yet. You 
know the more than Scotch partiality of theſe 


folks. I have had much to do to ſupport the lad 


you put into Colonel Whitcomb's regiment. They 
have no complaint in nature againft him, but 
that he is too good an officer. What, in the 
name of reaſon, can Hite have trumped up to com 
mence a uit in Chancery upon? Mrs. Gates and 


have puzzled our brains to find it out. The in- 
cloſed I delire pou: will order to be immediately: 
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| delivered to the es Mrs. Gates joins me 
in e good wiſh for your health and ſucceſs. 


1 am ever affeRtionately, 


Youth | 5 
N ; HORATIO GATES. 
Major Gen, Lee, 1 1 | 


Dear Sin, © Philadelphia, Feb. 19th, 1976. 

I REJOICE that you are going to Canada. I 
hope the gout will not have the courage to follow 
you into that ſevere climate. I believe you will 


have the number of men you wiſh for. Iam told 


there will be two thouſand more, but there are al- 
ways deficiencies. 


The bearer, Mr. Paine, has requeſted a line of 


introduction to you, which I give the more wil 


lingly, as I know his ſentiments are not very diffe- 
rent from yours: he is the reputed, and, I think, 
the real author of Common Senſe, a pamphlet that 
has made great impreſſion here. I do not enlarge, 


both becauſe he waits, and becauſe J hope for the 


pleaſure of conferring with you face to face in Ca» 


nada. I will only add, that we are aſſured here 
on the part of France, t the troops ſent to the 


Meſt 


— 
— — 


— - - 
—ͤk —yi A4 . —— TER e X — Cane wen — — — — - 
— 5 tree > laps. — > — 8 
— « — — RD, — ch HIS er Mev nes = ca We tf DO of — —— —U—ñ—ů—— CNT 


3 >= R—_ 
EDD EE = 
- ————— > . 
2 * - - —_— 


t 25 )? 


Weſt Indies have no inimical views to us or Ge : 
cauſe. It is thought they intend a war without 4 


previous declaration. 


God proſper all your nnn md return | 


N 1 * honour, and ROS 


Your 8 moſt aſſectiona ely, 9 


Major Gen. Lee. 


Nea. | Philadelphia, July 229, 1576. | 


- YOUR favour of the ſecond inſtant, containing 


the very agreeable intelligence of the ſucceſs of the 
American army under your command, I had the 
honour of receiving, and immediately laid the 


fame before Congreſs. 
The ſame enlarged mind, and diſtinguiſhed ar- 


. dour in the cauſe of freedom, that taught you to 


deſpiſe the prejudices which have enflaved the 


bulk of mankind, when you nobly undertook the 
defence of American liberty, will entitle you to re- 


ceive from poſterity the ſame due to ſuch exalted 


ad dilmtereſted conduct, OW” 
That 


B. FRANKLIN. N. 
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That a handful of men, without the advantage 
of military experience, animated only with the 
ſacred love of liberty, ſhould repulſe a powerful 
fleet and army, are circumſtances that muſt excite 
gratitude and wonder in the friends of America, 
and prove a ſource of the moſt mortifying anne 

Peintment to our enemies. 

Accept, therefore, Sir, the thanks o& the Inde- 

pendent States of America, unanimouſly. declared by 
their delegates to be due to you and the brave 
| officers and troops under your command, who re- 
pulſed with ſo much, valour the attack that was 
made on the ſtate of South Carolina, on the 28th 
of June, by the fleet and army of his Britannic 
Majeſty ; and be pleaſed to communicate to then 


this diſtinguiſhed mark of the ö of their 
country. | 


1 have the honour tobe, with the * pee, 
= 
Your moſt obedient, | 
And very humble ſervant, 
Io HANCOCK, Pref, 
Major Gen. Lee. v 55 


— 
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MI ve Lex, New-Vork, May, 1776 
YOUR favour of the 5th ult. from Williamſ- 
burgh; the firſt I have received from you ſince you 
left this city, came to my hands by the laſt poſt. 

I thank you for your kind congratulations on our 
| poſſeſſion of Boſton. I thank you for your good 


wiſhes in our future operations, and hope that every 


diabolical attempt to deprive mankind of their 


inherent rights and privileges, whether made in he 
the Eaſt, Weſt, North, or South, will be attended 
with diſappointment and diſgrace, and that the 
authors in the end will be brought to ſuch puniſh- 


ment, as an injured people have a right to inflict. 

General Howe's retreat from Boſton was preci- 
pitate, beyond any thing I could have conceived. 
The deſtruction of the ſtores at Dunbar's camp af- 
ter Braddock's defeat was but a faint image of 


what was ſeen at Boſton; artillery carts cut to 


pieces in one place; gun carriages in another; 


ſhells broke here ; ſhot buried there, and every 
thing carrying wel; it the face of diſorder and con- | 


fuſion, as alſo of diſtreſs. 
Immediately upon their embarkation, I detich- 


ed a brigade of five regiments to this city, and: 
upon their failing, removed with the whole 


army hither, except four regiments at Boſton, 


and one at Beverley, &c. for the protection 


of thoſs places, the ſtores and barracks there, 
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wt for erecting PEP for 3 the "ll 
bour of the firſt, Immediately upon my arrival 
here I detached four regiments by order of Con- 


greſs to Canada, (to wit, Poor's, Patterſon's, Trea- 


ton's, and Bond's,) under the command of Briga- ' : 
dier Thompſon, and ſince that, by the ſame autho- 
rity, and in conſequence of ſome unfavourable 


accounts from that quarter, General Sullivan and 
ſix other regiments, namely, Stark's, Reed * 
- Wain's, Irvine's, Wind's, and Dayton's have mov- 
ed off for that department; the four laſt regi- 
ments are of Pennſylvania, and New-Jerſey. The 


firſt brigade arrived at Albany the twenty - fourth 
ultimo, and were moving on, when accounts came 
from thence the twenty-ſeventh. The other bri- 


gade muſt all be at Albany before this, as ſome of 
the regiments ſailed ten days ago, and the laſt four, 


and the winds very favourable. This has left us 
very weak at this place, whilſt I have my fears 


that the reinforcement will ſcarce get to Canada 


in time, for want of teams to tranſport the troops, 


8&c. to Fort George, and veſſels to convey them on 


afterwards, 

We have done a great deal of work at this 
al In a fortnight more, I think the city will 
be in a very reſpectable poſture of defence. Go- 
vernor's Ifland has a large and ſtrong work erect - 
ed, and a regiment encamped there. The point 
below, called Red Hook, has a ſmall, but ex- 


ceeding ſtrong barbet battery ; and ſeveral new 


works 
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IC ons I 
works are conſtructed, and many of them almoſt 


executed at other places. 


General Ward, upon the evacuation of Boſton, 
and finding that there was a probability of his 


removing from the ſmoke of his own chimney, ap- 
plied to me, and wrote to Congreſs for leave to 


reſign. A few days afterwards, ſome of the 


_ officers, as he ſays, getting uneaſy at the proſpect 


of his leaving them, he applied ſor his letter of 
"reſignation, which had been committed to my 


care; but, behold! it had been carefully for- 


warded to Congreſs, and, as I have fince learnt, 


judged ſo reaſonable, (want of health being the 


plea,) that it was inſtantly complied with. Bri- 
gadier Fry, previous to this, alſo conceiving that 
there was nothing entertaining or profitable to an 
old man, to be marching and counter-marching, 
deſired, immediately on the evacuation of Boſton, 


_ Which happened on the 17th of March,) that he : 


might refign his commiſſim on the 11th of April: 

the choice of the day became a matter of great 
ſpeculation, and remained profoundly myſterious 
till he exhibited his account, when there appeared 
neither more nor leſs init, than the completion of 
three calendar months; the pay of which he re- 


ceived without any kind of compunction, although 


He had never done one tour of duty, or, I believe, 
had ever been out of his houſe from the time he 
entered till he quitted Cambridge, 0 

80 much for two Generals: 1 have next to. in- 
E form 


0 24885 )) 


Ann you, that the N Cala 
Warren, not finding it convenient to attend the 
army, from the various employments and avocati- 
ons in which he was engaged, alſo reſigned his 
commiſſion, and is ſucceeded by, yous old aid, 
Palfrey. | 
When I was ſpeaking of the diſtreſſed PR 
of the king's troops, and the Tories, at their eva» 
cuation of Boſton, I might have gone on, and ad- 
ded, that their misfortunes. did not end here. It 
ſeems upon their arrival at Halifax, many of the 
former were abliged to encamp, although the 
ground was covered deep with ſnow; and the 


latter, to pay ſix dollars a- week for ſorry upper- 


rooms, and ſtow in them, men, women, and chil- 
dren, as thick, comparatively, as the hair upon 
their heads. This induced many of theſe gentry 
to return, and throw themſelves upon. the mercy 


and clemency of their countrymen, who were for 


ſending them immediately back, as the propereſt 
and ſevereſt puniſhment they could inflict, but 


death being preferred to this, they now wait in 


confinement, any other that may be —_— ow 
to ſuch-parricides. 

All the ſhips of war have left this FR and 
gone down to the Hook, except the Aſia, which 
lays five miles below the Narrows, and about 
twelve or fourteen from herice. I could have 
added more, but my paper will not admit of it. 


With compliment, therefore, to the gentlemen of 


my. 


| 
1 
| 
1 
| 
[ 
| 
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my acquaintance with you, and with the moſt fer- 
vent wiſhes for your health and ſucceſs, 


I remain, 
= Your moſt affectionate, 5 
5 G. WASHINGTON. 
' Major Gen. Lee. | $ 


Sizz  *Fyaquin, North Carolina, June 11th, 1776. 
This moment yours of the 1ſt inſtant came to 
my hand. The note incloſed, directed to the com- 
manding officer of the corps of Virginia forces, in- 
tended for the ſtation of Hillſborough, I will uſe 
my beft endeavour to tranſmit ſo ſoon as I can 
learn who he is, or for what part of Virginia they 
are ordered; of both I am now entirely uninform- 
ed, having heard nothing of ſuch deſtination until 
I received your letter. If I can get no information 
in my neighbourhood, I will ſend your note to 
the commanding officer of Hallifax or Mecklin- 
burgh county; which, lying contiguous to this, 
are moſt likely to have received orders to march 


hither; 22 
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I cannot ſay, Sir, that I rejoice that the enemy 
have abandoried their deſign on this colony. Their 
force could not have effected much againſt us, but 
they may prove troubleſome to ſome of our ſouth- 
ern neighbours, who are probably not ſo well Pro- 
vided for defence as we are. 
beg leave, Sir, to wiſh you all poflble ſucceſs 
in your generous efforts for the defence of the un- 
doubted rights of mankind. Had the ſcene of 
action been where we firſt expected, I intended 
to have put myſelf a volunteer under your com- 
mand, and to have contributed my little aſſiſtance 
towards that ſucceſs which I am aſſured would 
have attended your command. Remote as the 
ſcene may be, I ſhall not bear abſence from it 
with much patience ; and were it not almoſt ruin 
to my private affairs, no campaign ſhould paſs 
without receiving the little aſſiſtance I could per- 
ſonally give; for though I am no military charac- 
ter, nor ambitious of ſuch diſtinction, the cauſe in 
which we are now engaged, and in which I have 
unremittingly ſtruggled ſince the fiamp act, makes 
me anxious to be a witneſs and an actor, homers 
inconſiderable, in every ſcene of importance, he- 
ther military or civil, which may relate to it. 


I have the honour to be, with ſingular reſpect, 
| Sir, 
Your obedient ſervant, 


LD THOMAS BURKE. 
Major Gen. Lee. 5 


8 _— 
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De ax Sin,  : Philadelphia, June 15th, 1778. 
I HEARTILY thank you for your letter, and 
regret that I cannot have the pleaſure of meeting 
you; the great wiſh of my life is to ſee peace be- 
tween two countrics I almoſt equaily love, while 
it is a queſtion whether this or an inexterminable 
war is to take place. I meant in words I had 
learnt from you, to ſet before you the many and 
mutual advantages both would derive from an 
agreement; and as the terms now offered are 
more for the intereſt of your favourite America 
than you ever hoped to obtain, Iſhould have made 
no ſcruple to aſk your good offices, and to engage 
my own, to remove any nn that might op: | 
ſtruct the peace. 5 

I ſhould think it Le hab to contribute 
in the fmalleſt degree to this, than to have the 
greateſt ſhare in bringing about victory: theſe, to 
a thinking man like you; who has many friends 
on both ſides, ſubje& him to a doublerregret. 

I may not find another occaſion of meeting you 
eaſily, but I would travel far to have the pleaſure 
of embracing you, as a fellow ſubject of the ſame 
empire, and a friend. You will ſee by ſome ſpeech- 
es in the Houſe of Commons, that others whom 
you value have the ſame with. A celebrated 


poern, Juſt publiſhed, ſays, N 


« By rikue, captive Lee is doubiy bleſt,” 


& 259 ) 


A pamphlet wrote by Governor Johnſtone's 
brother is much applauded by the nation, where a 
ſpirit prevails lice that between tender relations 
who are more diſpoſed to love and reſpeQ, aſter 
a quarrel has convinced both, of the advantage 
and value of friendſhip. I ſend you the pamphlet. 
Jou do Sir H. Clinton great juſtice in believ- 
ing him incapable of an inhuman or illiberal mea- 
ſure ; you may, with great confidence, aſſert, that 
he had no ſhare in the havock you ſay has embit- 
tered people's minds to a degree of madneſs. Your 
letter to me is the only notice he has, of the burn- 
ings you mention. If any other houſes beſides 
magazines were deſtroyed, it muſt have been by 
the wantonneſs of ſoldiers; as the officer who 
formed the plan for deſtroying the preparations for 
the invaſion of the iſland, confined it to this ob- 
| jet. The deſtruction of houſes was no part of 
his project; otherwiſe he would have mentioned the 
ſucceſs of it, which he has not done. I will deli- 
ver the meſſages you give me, and will ever ſeek 
every occaſion to ſhew that I am with regard, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate friend, 
and humble Servant, 


GEO. JOHNSON. 
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P. S. Sir Henry Clinton bids me thank you for 
your letter, and charges me to encloſe one he has 
received for you, from England, 


Major Gen. Lee. 
1 — nn 1 8 
Biz; | Off Charles-Town Bar, July 22, 1576. 


ON my return to the fleet, I found a letter from 
you by a flag of truce, with ſome refreſhments you 
were pleaſed to ſend me, in return for which, I 

| muſt beg your acceptance of a caſk of porter, and 
__ JomeEngliſh cheeſe. 

I have made enquiries concerning the 3 
mentioned in your letter, who, it ſeems, has occa- 
ſioned this correſpondence between us, but can 


learn nothing further about him, than that he is 


not a maſter of a veſſel, as he has repreſented him- 
ſelf to you; and you will have been already inform- 
ed by Mr. Byrd that Ethan Allen, and thoſe that 
were with them, are gone to the Wen 


I am, Sir, 
' Your moſt humble KW 
H. CLINTON. 
To | 
Charles Lee, Eſq. 


Major General in the ſervice 
of his Poliſh Majeſty. 
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My pear GENZAAL, Williamſburg, July 12th, 1776. 
' YOUR kind concern for my health made me 
bappy, and the high approbation you expreſs of my 
public conduct highly gratified my pride. I had 
the pleaſure of receiving your letter which did me 
ſo much honour, about the gth of laſt month. I 
was then at Mr. Harriſon's near Peterſburg, 
| where I had gone with Mrs. Page for the recovery 
of her health. Our trip happily has anſwered our 
wiſhes, and we are once more fixed at Williamſ- 
burg. It is now four weeks ſince we have receiv- 


| _ ed any certain account of the ſituation of affairs in 


either of the Carolinas. Even your letter to bri- 
gadier Lewis countermanding the march of the 
troops did not arrive here till four weeks after it 
-was written, The regiments had juſt began their 
march; but had they not been ſcattered: abroad 
on diſtant tations, and badly provided with ne- 


Ceſſaries for ſuch an expedition, they would have 


reached the place of their deſtination. before your 
. expreſs could have ſtopped them. It will be 
worth your while toexamine into the occaſion of 
this. I thought it a matter of ſo much importance 
to have ſuch orders communicated with diſpatch, 
that I adviſed the brigadier ro ſend an expreſs to 
you immediately, to inform you of the unaccount- 
able delay that yours had met with, and to recom- 
mendit to you to eſtabliſh a poſt throughout your 
diſtrict ; but he was Fe for an expedition 


* 
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| aglink Gwynn Iſland. The brigadier ſet out laſt 
Monday on his way to our camp, attended by the 
Colonels Woodford, Stephens, Buckner, Weedon; 


and ſome others, intending to examine into the | 
ſtrength of the enemy, and ſubmit the propriety 


of an attack to a council of war. They reached 


the camp that night, and the next day finding 
that the Dunmore had changed ſtations with the 


other, and had expoſed herſelf very prettily to the 
very place where we had been preparing a battery 


for the Otter, they determined not to loſe this 


good opportunity of beginning their cannonade, 
in which they might ſeverely and principally chaſ- 
tiſe the noble Earl. At eight o'clock, A. M. 


Captain Arundel and Lieutenant Denny ſaluted 


the Dunmore and Otter, with two eighteen pound- 


ers; the very firſt ſhot at the Ottter, though a full : 


mile from our battery, ſtruck her, as it is ſuppoſ- 


ed, between wind and water, for ſhe did not return 


the fire, but was towed off on the Careen. The 
Dunmore fired a broadſide, and then was towed 
off, having received four ſhot through her ſides; 
whilit the was in tow, ſhe received a fifth through 
her ſtern which raked her, ſcarcely a ſhot was fired 
which did not do execution in ſome part of the 
fleet. A ſchooner loſt one of her maſts, W hillt lieu- 
tenant Denny was firing on the fleet, their battery 
on the iſland began to play on him, and a ball paſſ- 


ed through the Embrazure ; on which he immedi- | 
ately turned his © cannon on ther battery; for he had 


taken 
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taken the precaution to have p to take 
in the fleet, and that part of their battery; and 
fired three times ſucceſſively into their Embrazure, 
which three rounds compleatly ſilenced that part 
of the battery; the other part facing our lines on 
the Haven was almoſt as ſoon ſilenced by our bat- 
tery erected againſt it with four nines and three 
ſix pounders. Part of their camp was a little ex- 
poſed to both of our batteries which fired a fewr 
Tounds into it. This fire was as well directed as 
that againſt their ſhips; for it beat down many of 
their tents, and threw their camp into the utmoſt 
confuſion. When this was diſcovered, the briga- 
dier ordered canoes to be brought down, to enable 
the men to paſs over into the ifland; for, unhap- 
pily, we had not a boat on the ſhore: theſe could 
not be procured till the next day, when a ſmart 
cannonade began between the batteries; but as 
ſoon as our men had manned their boats, the fire 
ceaſed, and they retired with precipitation to their 
boats, and eſcaped ſafely to their ſhips, having firſt 
broken off the trunnions, &c. of their cannon.” 
There were three tenders up the haven which 
could not paſs our batteries; theſe they aban- 
doned; they endeavoured to burn one, but our 
men boarded it, and extinguiſhed the flames, I 
underſtand that all theſe tenders have their ſwivels 
in them; but it is reported that they had thrown 
the guns erben Me are now in poſſeſſion of 
the ifſland. The fleet has retired, but is in ſight. 

This 
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This might have been a compleat affair, if proper 


meaſures had been preconcerted, and the whole 


well conducted. Our men, however, behaved 


well, our artillery was admirably ſerved, and we 


have diſgraced and mortified our enemies. In this 
affair we Joſt not a man; but moſt unhapily poor 


Captain Arundel was killed by the burſting of a 


wooden mortar, with which he was endeavovring 


to throw ſhells into the fleet. His loſs is irrepa- 
"Table. He behaved with great ſpirit and activity, 
and was ſo hearty i in our cauſe that he is univerſally | 
_ lamented. Colonel Stephens is juſt returned from 
 Gwynn's Iſland, he ſays the enemy carried off all 
their cannon from their batteries, except one fix 
pounder, which they ſpiked. They left fix car- 
riage guns in one of the tenders; ſeveral negroes 
and a jew whites were taken; two negroes and 
one of the fourteenth regiment deſerted to us. 
| The Priſoners inform, that Lord Dunmore's 


mate was cut in two by a double headed eighteen 
pounder, which alſo took off one man's arm and 


another's leg, and drove a ſplinter into his lord- 
| ſhip's leg. Tom Byrd was ill of a fever, and 
was carted off to a boat juſt before our people 
landed. They were obliged to burn two fine ſmall 
veſſels chat day, and at night, in the mouth of the | 
tiver, they burnt alſo a large ſhip, ſuppoſed to be 


the Dunmore, as ſhe was not with the fleet next 


morning. The Fowey it is ſaid, was with the fleet, 


guns. 


but did not chuſe to come within reach of our 
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guns. The Roe · buck was at the mouth of Rap- 


pahanock. The Colonel ſays, when he came away, 


the whole fleet had failed, and were out of ſight, | 


and it was uncertain where they are gone; 
ſuppoſe to Maryland? They went off in a bad 


plight without biſcuit or water. Their works 
were found of excellent conſtruction and conſide- 
rable extent; they were preparing to build houſes 
and a wind- — 5 : they had made a vaſt collection 
of materials for different works; their tents, which 
they moved off except one markee, which was 
left in their hurry, and through which a cannon 
ball had paſſed, were capable of containing 
about ſeven or eight hundred men. From many 
circumſtances it is evident they meant to ſtay there 


a conſiderable time, I have been interrupted in 


- writing, and before I could return to my ſcrawl, I 
had the happineſs to receive your letter of the 
third of July, 1 moſt heartily congratulate you on 


your ſucceſs; it was a moſt glorious affair—a 


noble defence! The Britiſh navy has been hap- 


pily checked in her proud career, and has received 


a moſt juſt and compleat chaſtiſement. What muſt 
the king think now? The whole continent in 
arms againſt him, ſeven hundred and fifty of his 
favourite highlanders, in our poſſeflion, and his 


fleets repulſed and diſgraced along our coaſts for 


two thouſand miles! TI hope he will repent and 
| be contented to put up with the loſs of America, 
or, if he does not, that he may meet with repeated 


diſ- 


| 

j 

| 
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Aifeppointme ent. The Marylanders were roufed by 
the reſolve of cur Convention, and have lectured 


their repreſentatives fo well, that they have unant 


moufly voted for Indepetidence—thiy" have no oc- 
cafioh for our rifle men on that account: However 


I can affure you, on the Eaſtern ſhore of Maryland 


there has been a conſiderable inſurrection of Tories, 
inſomuch that Colonel Fleming has been obliged to 
marchwitha hundred and twenty men toquellthem. 
We have not yet heard the event of that affair. 
T have juſt now received another letter from you, 


and am delighted with your deſcription of the bra- 
very of Colonel Moultrie and the garriſon of Fort 


Sullivan, It is not flattery, my dear General, 


When I tell you, that moſt of us here attribute the 
_ glorious diſplay of bravery vn that day, to the 
animating: preſence of a commander, who, inde- 


pendent of his great military abiligen and expe- 
Tience, appeared to be the evil genius of Clinton, 
who had followed him, and from whoſe preſence he 
had ſeemed to retire and retreat along the coaſt, 


from Boſton to Charles Town. All that I could 


do, as there were not gentlemen enough in town, to 


make a council, was to defire brigadier Lewis to 


ſend immediately to North Carolina, all the pow-ũ— 


der that could be ſpared out of the magazine. About 
four thouſand pounds will be ſent. 8 


Jam moſt ſincerely yours, 


JOHN PAGE, 


Major Gen, "2 


over our enemies. 
The declaration of independence has probs 


5 Cy 

Dian Grnmnat, — Philadelphia, July 23d, 1976. 
It would take a volume to tell you how many 

clever things were ſaid of you, and the brave troops 

under your command, after hearing of your late 


victory. It has given a wonderful turn to our af- 


fairs. The loſs of Canada had ſtruck the ſpirits of 
many people, who now begin to think our cauſe 
is not abandoned, and that we ſhall yet triumph 


* 


a new #rain this part of America. The militia 
of Pennſylvania ſeem to be actuated with a ſpirit 
more than Roman. Near two thouſand citizens 


of Philadelphia have lately marched towards News . 


Yoik, in order to prevent an incurſion being made 
by our enemies upon the ſtate of New- Jerſey. The 
cry of them all is for battle. I think Mr. Howe will 
not be able to get a footing in New-York, and 
that he will end the preſent, or begin the next 


campaign in Canada, or in ſome one of the South- 
ern colonies ;—the only places in which America 


is vulnerable. We depend upon Gates in the 


North, and you oblige us to hope for great things 


from the South. 


The Tories quiet, but very ſurly. Lord Howe's 
proclamation leaves them not a ſingle filament of 
their cobweb doctrine of reconciliation. 

The ſpirit of liberty reigns triumphant in Penn- 

Tami, The proprietary gentry have retired to 


their 


their country ſeats, and honeſt men have taken 
the ſeats they abuſed ſo much i in the 9 


Major Gen. Lee. 


<0) 


of our ſtate. 

The papers will om you, that I have 15 
thruſt into Congreſs. I find there is a great deal 
of difference between ſporting a ſentiment in a let- 
ter, or over a glaſs of wine upon politics, and dif- 


charging properly the duty of a ſenator. I feel 


_ myſelf unequal to every part of my new ſituation, 


except where plain integrity is required. | 
My former letters to you, may paſs hereafter 
Gra leaf of the Sibyls, They are full of predic- 
tions; and, what is ſtill more uncommon, ſome of 
them have proved true. I ſhall go on, and add, 
that I think the declaration of independence will 


produce union and new exertions in England in 
the ſame ratio that they have done in this country. 


The preſent campaign, I believe, is only deſigned 
to train us s for the duties of next ſummer, _ 


. 
Yours ſincerely, 
An OLD FRIEND. 


M Dean Lz, New-Vork, Auguſt 12th, 1776. 
"NOTWITHSTANDING I ſhall probably feel 


the effect, I do moſt cordially and — con- 
* 
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gane you on your victory over "Clinton ai tha 
Britiſh ſquadron at Sullivan's Iſland. A victory 
undoubtedly it is, when an enemy are drubbed, 
and driven from a country they were ſent to con- 
quer. Such is the caſe of Clinton and Sir Peter 
Parker, who are now with the fleet and army at 
Staten Iſland, where General Howe and the troops 
from Hallifax have been ever fince the laſt day of 
June, and Lord Howe fince the twelfth of July. 
Some Heſſians and a pretty many of the Scottiſh 
laddies have got in, and the reſidue of the fleet 
_ parted with, off the banks of Newfoundland, hour- 
ly expected. When the whole arrive, matters will 
ſoon come to a deciſion, every thing being prepared 
on both ſides for the appeal, and on wenne | pen 0 
will be obſtinate, if not ſucceſsful. 15 : 
The latter, it is not in the power of mortals to 
command ; but they may endeavour to deſerve it; 
and this I am perſuaded, our troops will more than 
everaim at, as I have impreſſed upon their minds 
the allen behaviour of the brave few, who de- 
fended Sullivan's Iſland. 4 | 
At preſent, the enemy can bring more men to 
a point than we can, and when reinforced by the 
Heſſians without number, as unleſs the militia (faſ- 
ter than heretofore) come into our aid, their num- 
bers, when the Heſſians arrive, cannot, by the beſt 
intelligence we can get, fall ſhort of twenty-five 
thouſand men. Ours: are under twenty, very fick- 


uy, 
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ly, and 2 on Governor's Iſland, Long Iſland, 


at Howlis Hook, Horn's Hook, and at the paſs 
near King's Bridge; more militia are expected, but 

whether they will be in time, time only can tell, as 
alſo where the point of attack will be. An opi - 
nion prevails, countenanced by hints from ſome of 
the principal Tories, and corroborated by intelli- 


gence from Staten Iſland, that part of the enemy's 
fleet and army will go into the Sound, whilſt ano» 


ther part of it runs up the North River, thereby 


cutting off all communication by water with this 


place, whilſt their troops form a chain acroſs the 


neck, and ſtop an intercourſe with Connecticut by 
And: others think, they will not leave an army in 
their rear, whilſt they have the country in their 


front, getting by that means between two fires, un- 


leſs it is extended as a feint to withdraw our troops 


from the city, that they may flip in and poſſeſs 
_ themſelves of it: all this is but a field of conjec- 
ture. | 
Our affairs in the North 0 been growing from 


bad to worſe, till I hope they will mend, as one 


great ſource of the evi] is in a way of being remov- 
ed, I mean, the {mall pox ; but the army have re- 
treated from place to place, till they are now got 


to Ticonderoga, oppoſite to which, on the Eaft 


Hide of the Lake Champlain, they are about to eſ- 


tabliſh a poſt, which they ſay will be invulnerable; 
bes whether it may be ſomewhat like the man 
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who built a wilt on account of a beautiful f fall, and 


then had to conſider whether it was praQticable to 
bring water to it, remains in ſome meaſure to be 


determined, as it 1s the opinion of ſome, (I know 


nothing of the country myſelf,) that the enemy 


may paſs this poſt and get into Lake George, with- 

out receiving the leaſt annoyance from this work. 

Whether they would chuſe to leave a poſt in their 

rear without eſtabliſhing one themſelves, ſufficient 
to keep it in awe, is the point in queſtion. 


It gives me a very fingular pleaſure to hear of 


the gallant behaviour of your young aids, and 
Mr. Jenefer, as alſo of Colonels Moultrie and 


Thompſon ; to be the means at any time, of re- 


warding merit, will add greatly to my happineſs; 
and whenever you can point out a mode that can 
be adopted conſiſtently, you ſhall find me very 


ready : but you know the temper of the troops in 
this quarter, as well as I do, and how impractica- 


ble it is to bring in a perſon, let his merit be ever 


ſo great, without throwing a whole corps into con- 
fuſion. This will alſo apply to Captain Bullet. 
What vacancies there may be in your department 


that he has his eye to, and could be appointed to 
uith propriety, you muſt know better than I. That 


there is none here, I can undertake to ſay. I have no 


doubt but the Congreſs would annex the rank of 
colonel to his office of adjutant. I believe they have 


done it in the inſtance of Griffin, who is appoint- 


ed deputy adjutant to the flying camp. If this 


would ug any 0 to wn: fatisfaction, I ſhould 


* 
3 
* * rg, 
. a 1 
ba 2 wk wa x * . 


have 


Q a72 1 


| have no objection to the mention of it. With 
every wiſh for your proſperity and ſucceſs, 1 re- 


main my ſincere regard, 


Tour moſt affeQionate and cheat, 


Gen. Lee. | ; 
| General e Quarters, Nov. 16th, 8 
"op SIR, 


YOU will ſee by the incloſed Nele that 
ee have entered into ſome new regulations 5 
reſpecting the enliſtment of the new army, and 


reprobating the meaſures adopted by the ſtate of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay for raiſing their quota of men. 


As every poſſible exertion ſnould be uſed for 


recruiting the army, as ſpeedily as may be, I re- 


queſt that you immediately publiſn, in orders, 


that an allowance of a dollar and one-third of a 


dollar will be paid to the officers for every ſoldier 


they ſhall enliſt, whether in or out of camp. 


Alſo, that it will be optional in the ſoldier to en: 
liſt during the continuance of the war, or for 
three years, unleſs ſooner diſcharged by Congreſs. 
In the former caſe, they are to receive all ſuch 
bounty and pay as have been heretofore mentioned 

In 
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in 3 thoſe who engage for the latter time; 
that of three years, are not to receive the W ä 
in land. 

That no miſtakes may be made, you will d 
the recruiting officers, from your diviſion, to pro- 
vide two diſtinct enliſting rolls; one for thoſe to 
ſign who engage during the war, the other for thoſe 
who enliſt for three years, if thoſe ſervice ſhall be 
ſo long required, 

I am ſorry to inform you, that this 4 5 

twelve o'clock, the enemy made a general attack 
upon our lines about Fort Waſhington, which, 
having carried, the garriſon retired within the fort. 
Colonel Magaw finding there was no proſpect 
of retreating a-croſs the North River, ſurrendered 
the poſt. We do not yet know the loſs of killed 
and wounded on either ſide ; but I imagine it muſt 
have been pretty conſiderable, as the engagement, 
at ſome parts of the lines, was of long continuance, 
and heavy. Neither doI know the terms of capi- 
tulation. The force of the garriſon, before the at- 
tack, was about two thouſand men. 

Before I left Peck's-hill, I urged to General 
Heath, the neceſſity of ſecuring the paſs through 
the Highlands next to the river, as well on that 
as this fide, and to the forts above; but as the pre- 
ſerving of theſe and others which lay more eaſter- 
ly, and which are equally eſſential, is a matter of 
. lat ee e I muſt beg you to turn your, 

| 55 TS attention 
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attention that way, and to have ſuch meaſures 

adopted for their defence as your judgment ſhall 

ſuggeſt to be neceſſary. I do not mean to adviſe 
abandoning your preſent poſt contrary to your own 
opinion, but only to mention my ideas of the im- 
portance of thoſe paſſes, and that you cannot give 


too much attention to their ſecurity, by having 
| Works erected in the moſt advantageous places For 


that purpoſe. 
I am, dear Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
; GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
Gen. Lee. : | 


THE RESOLVES OF CONGRESS 


MENTIONED IN THE PRECEDING LETTER. 


In CONGRESS Nov. 7th, n 


RESOLVED, That the reſolution paſſed the 
14th of October laſt, That the allowance to of- 


ficers of one and one-third of a dollar for enliſting 


ſoldiers, be not extended or given on the re-enliſt- 
ment of the {oldiers 1 in camp, be repealed. 


Nov. 


6 
Nov. tath, 776 

RESOLVED, As the opinion of this Congreſs, 
that if the ſoldiers to be raiſed by the ſtate of Maſ- 
ſachuſet's Bay, be enliſted on the terms offered 
to them, (which are more advantageous than what 
are offered to other ſoldiers ſerving in the ſame 
army,) it would much retard, if not totally im- 
pede, the enbiſtment of the latter, and produce 
diſcontent and murmur, unleſs Congreſs ſhould 
_ equally increaſe the pay of theſe ; which it is the 
opinion of this Congreſs would univerſally be re- 
probated as an immoderate expence, and com- 
plained of, as a grievous burden, by thoſe who 
"mult bear it; and therefore, that the committee 
from the ſtate of Maſſachuſet's Bay, be defired not 
to enliſt their men on the additional pay offered 
by the Aſſembly of that ſtate. 

Upon reconſidering the Reſolution of the 16th 
of September laſt, for raiſing eighty-eight batta- 
lions, to ſerve durin ; the preſent war with Great 
Britain, Congreſs being of opinion, that the readi- 
neſs of the inhabitants of the ſtates to enter info 
the ſervice for limited times, in defence of their in- 
valuable privileges, on all former occaſions, gives 
good ground to hope the ſame zeal for the pub- 
lic good will appear in future when neceſlity calls 
for their aſſiſtance ; and the uncertain length of 
time which forces raiſed during the continuance | 
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of the war may the compelled to ſerve, may pre- 
vent many from enliſting who would othetwiſe 
readily manifeſt their attachment to the common 
cauſe, by engaging for a limited time, therefore, 
- RESOLVED, That all non-commiſiion officers 
and ſoldiers, who do not incline to engage their 
ſervices during the continuance of the preſent war, 
and ſhall enliſt to ſerve three years, unleſs ſooner - 
diſcharged by Congreſs, ſhall be entitled to, and 
receive, all ſuch bounty and pay as are allowed to 
thoſe who enliſt during the continuance of the pre- 
ſent war, except the one hundred acres of land, 
which is to be granted to thoſe only who eat 
without limitation of time. 
And each recruiting officer is required to A 
vide two diſtinct enliſting rolls; one for ſuch to 
ſign who enliſt during the continuance of the war, 
and the other for ſuch as enliſt for three , ik 
their ſervice ſhall be ſo lang required. a 


By order of the Congrets 2 
JOHN HANCOCK, Pref. 
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De An Gen RAT, 5 Hackenſack, Nov. 21ſt, 1776. | 
THE letter you will receive with this contains 
my ſentiments with reſpect to your preſent ſtation 
but beſides this, I have ſome additional reaſons for 
moſt earneſtly wiſhing to have you where the prin> 
cipal ſcene of action is laid. I do not mean to 
flatter nor praiſe you at the expence of any other, 
but, I confeſs, I do think that it is entirely 
owing to you, that this army and the liberties of 
America, fo far as they are dependant on it, are 
not totally cut off. You have decifion, a quality 
often wanting in minds otherwiſe valuable; and 
I aſcribe to this our eſcape from York-Ifland, - 
from King's Bridge, and the Plains; and I have 
no doubt, had you been here, the garriſon of 
Mount Waſhington would now have compoſed a. 
part of this army: and from all theſe circumſtances, 
I confeſs I ardently wiſh to ſee you removed from 
a place where I think there will be little call for 
your judgment and experience, to the place where 
they are likely to be. ſo neceſſary. Nor am I ſin- 
gular in my opinion, every gentleman of the fa- 
mily, the officers, and ſoldiers, generally, have 
a confidence in you: the enemy conſtantly enquire + 
where you are, and ſeem to me to be leſs confident, 

when you are preſent. 

Colonel Cadwallader, through a ſpecial indul- 
_ gence, on account of ſome civilities ſhewn by his. 
Hy 
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family to General Preſcot, has been liberated from 


New-York without any parole. He informs, that 
the enemy have a ſouthern expedition in view); 
that they hold us very cheap in conſequence of 
the late affair at Mount Waſhington, where both 
the plan of defence and exe cution were contempti- 
ble. If a real defence of the lines was intended, 
the number was too few); if the Fort only, the 
garriſon was too numerous by half. Geneial 
W aſhington's own judgment, ſeconded by repre- 


ſentations from us, would, I believe, have ſaved 


the men and their erms; - but, unluckily, 
General Green's judgement was contrary, This 
kept the General's mind in a ſtate of ſuſpence 
till the ſtroke was ſtruck. Oh, General! an 
indeciſive mind is one of tie greateſt misfortunes 


that can befal an army: how often have I la- 


mented it this campaign! . 

All circumſtances conſidered, we are in a very 
awful, alarming ſttate, one that requires the utmoſt 
wiſdom and firmneſs of mind. 

As ſoon as the ſeaſon will admit, I think your- 
ſelf and ſome others ſhould go to Congrels, and 
form the plan of the new army, point out their 
defects to them, and, if poſſible, prevail on them 

to bind their whole attention to this great object, 


even to the excluſion of every other. If they will 


not, or cannot, do this, I fear all our exertions 
| will 


„ 


ill be vain in this part of the world. Foreign aſ- 
ſiſtance is ſoliciting, but we cannot expect they, 
will fight the whole battle. 
I intended to have ſaid more, but the xo is 
waiting, and [I muſt conclude with my clear and 
explicit opinion, that your preſence is.of the laſt 
importance. 


I am, with much affection and regard, 
'Your very affectionate, 
Humble ſervant, 
JOSEPH REED, Adjut. Gen: 
Major Gen. Lee, | 
at the White Plains, 


My prAR General, Philadelphia, Aug. 3oth, 1978. 
I AM ſhocked, confounded, and exceedingly 
chagrined to hear the court have adjudged you 
guilty of all the charges alledged againft you, and 
have ſuſpended you one year on account of it. 
The ſentence is as unaccountable to me, as that 
they ſhould find you guilty. _ 
Matters have been ſo curſedly repreſented againſt 
you in this place, that I have been almoſt mob; 
| = 


aw) 


bed in ns you. Ten dl infamous 
lies have been ſpread, that I never heard before, 
to bias the friends of the people againſt vou. In 
the name of God, what are we come to e 
much for our republicaniſm. | 
lam beyond deſcription unhappy, I feel for the 
injury of a man I ſo ſincerely eſtzem—a man whoſe 
merit is ſo. conſpicuous throughout the world; and 
more particularly for a man, who, if juſtice was 
to take place, and facts properly known, merited 
the thanks of the continent, for the tranſactions of 
that day, in a moſt ſingular manner. 
I have not been able to ſee Mr. Lee; I called 
twice, but he was not at home ; to-morrow morn- 
ing I ſhall have the pleaſure, expect, as I intend ' 
toicall again. General Miflin will be in town to- 
morrow, when I ſhall likewiſe viſit. £14 
My ſincere affection you will ever command, a 
and I ſhall never efteem myſelf ſo happy as when 
Lan have it in my power to render v0 a er a 
vice. 
I will, in two or 5 days, ſet out for camp, in 
order to ha ve an interview with you. | 


I am, dear General, 
| „ 5 Vours affeQionately, : EA 
[ HB? Major Gen, Lee. ; 
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5 | 3 5 Brunſwick, Jan. 16th, 1779. 
= AM honoured with your favour of the 18th 
ult. and can aſſure. you, that of the merit or de- 
merit of your conduct in the affair of Monmouth, 
on the 28th of June, I have not to this day framed 
any opinion. I have ſo little leiſure to attend to 
the military operations of America, and am ſo in- 
competent a judge of the qualifications neceſſary 
to conſtitute the character of a general, that I make 
no judgment at all. But without admitting or 
denying that you have made greater ſacrifices in 
the cauſe of American freedom than any officer of 
our whole army, without a ſingle exception, and 
that it is not leſs certain that you have ſaved our 
whole army more than once from deſtruction, 
(the proofs of which are not in my poſſeſſion,) 1 
can aſſure you, that I heartily diſapprove of all 
publications containing perſonal reflections on the 
character of any gentleman, and eſpecially on 
thoſe of your rank, in the American army. And 
if what was preſenred to the public, as a mere re- 
publication of a paper formerly printed by a Virgi- 
nian, has been, as you ſay, republiſned with many 
malicious alterations and additions, it is ſtill the 
more inexcuſable; becauſe all ſuch alterations and 
additions, beſides their particular malignity againſt 
you, (for which alone I ſhould condemn them,) 
are an impoſition upon the world; and it muſt be 
| _ conſidered, 


4. 282. ) 


eonfidered, by every man of honour, be the legal 
conſtruction what it will, as a downright forgery. 
I can further aſſure you, that I cannot but diſap- 
prove of Mr. Collins's inſerting the paper you refer. 


to in his Gazette, not only becauſe no printer 


ought to make his preſs a vehicle for perſonal ſlan - 
der, but becauſe he {et out with a profeſſed decla- 
ration againſt diverting his paper to ſuch purpoſes, 
and has fo tenacioufly adhered to that maxim till 
the publication in queſtion, as to reject, if my in- 
formation be true, (-veral pieces on account of 
the perfonal reflections they contained on gentie- 
men in the ſervice of the enemy, and which the 
law of retaliation would clearly have warranted 
him to inſert. And I muſt declare, in juſtice to 


bim, and from what I perfonally know of his hu- 


mane diſpoſition, and his diſinclination to con- 
vey througu the channel of his preſs any thing in- 
Jurious to the reputation of others, that I firmly 
believe, he has taken the paper, preſented to him as 
a:copy of a republication in Virginia, for a true 


copy. And.it is generally ſuppoſed, by virtue of 
what law I Know not, but perhaps by one as rational | 


as that of deciding controverſies by private com- 
bat, in civil communities which reprobate that mode 
of deciſion, that a printer, by the bare republica- 


| tion of a paper, is not preſumed to adopt the ſenti- 
ments; and that, by diſcloſing to the party ag- 
ne rech at whoſe inſtance it was republiſhed, be. 


2 Ways 


. 


always averts the indignation of the ſufferer from 
himſelf to that perſon. I ſhould, however, be 
very ſorry to find any of our printers imitate the | 
practice of the Britiſh ſubjects in New-York, who, 
whether they excel us 1n military diſcipline and 
courage or not, have, to my certain knowledge, 
pitherto ſurpaſſed us in printed Kalumnny and | 


| detraction. - 


From theſe my ſentiments ceſpetting the printer 


of defamatory papers, I hope, Sir, you will not 


queſtion my diſapprobation both of the original 


authors, and theſecondary propagators, of ſlander. 
But neither Mr. Boudinot's appointment to, nor 


depoſition from, his office, as commiſſary of our 
ſtate priſoners, being in my department, it is not 
in my power to do you the juſtice which you ſeem 


to expect in that line; nor is there any authority 


in this ſtate by which he can be caſhiered, till the 
next meeting of our aſſembly, which ſtands 


adjourned to the 19th of May. But the law of 


the flate is always at every one's ſervice; and, 
in the caſe of libels, if we are to credit the Britiſh 


| lawyers, fo peculiarly-favourable to the proſecutor, 
that the ſcandal is not the leſs penal for being 


true, than if it was utterly falſe; which, I think, 
is giving a man as great a chance as can reaſonably 
be deſired; and perhaps, if you thought proper 
to publiſh your letter to me on the ſubje& under 
conſideration, it would be as ample ſatisfaction 


againſt Mr, Boudinot, as the nature of the offence 


requires; 


cats), 


requires; but that T entirely budmit to your better 
judgment. In a word, Sir, wheneverit ſhall be point- 
ed out to me in what manner I can, with any pro- 
priety, interfere in the matter, either as governor of 
this ſtate, or as a private gentleman, I ſhall not 
heſitate a moment to do you all the juſtice which I 
conceive you deſerve. In the mean time, Iem- 
brace this opportunity to re- acknowledge my 
grateful ſenſe of your friendly intimations. Some 
time fince, of the enemy's peculiar reſentment 
againſt me, and your kind concern for my perfonat 
ſafety on that account. I muſt, however, take the 
liberty to ſay, as a man detached from all parties, 
and wholly devoted to what he thinks the true 
intereſts of his country, that I ſhould be extremely 
unhappy in having reaſon to believe what is fre- 
quently, and perhaps injuriouſly, reported of you, _ 
that you endeavoured to leſſen the eſtimation in 
which General Waſhington is held by the moſt. 
virtuous citizens of America; and which eſtima- 
tion, not, Sir, from a blind attachment to men of 
high rank, nor from any ſelf-intereſted' motive 
whatſoever, but from a full conviction of his great 5 
perſonal merit and public importance, I deem it 
my duty to my country to uſe wy utmoſt influence , 
to 4 9 55 1 ; 
1 a with all due reſped, 
{+2 Sir, 
1 - Your moſt hurl ſervant; 


Major Gen. Lee. 5 LIVINGSTON. 
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Mr rar Friend, Piitadelphia, Oct. 24, 1779+ 
IAM diſtreſſed to think that all your friendly. 


letters and meſſages to me have met with ſuch un- 
grateful returns. I have written two letters to 


you, one of which was incloſed under a cover, di- 


rected to Mr. Wolford, and put into the Poſt- 
Office; the other was miſlaid and loſt before I could 
hear of an opportunity of ſending it. You ſee from 
this, that I have not been unmindful of you. You 
have wounded me in ſuppoſing that Jam carried 
away by the tide of the times. I would as ſoon be 
ſuſpected of picking a pocket, as of infidelity in in 
friendſhip, or idolatry in politics. | 

Major Euſtace informed me of your reply tc to 
Preſident Reed's publications. Our printers re. 
fuſed to give it a place in their papers: it was beſt _ 
for you they did ſo. Have patience ; time and poſ- 
terity will do you juſtice. The ſummer flies that 


now din our ears muſt ſoon retire. Nothing but 


virtue and real abilities will- finally paſs muſter, 

when the public cool a little from the ferment. into 
which the great and ſudden events of the late revo- 
lution have thrown us. I would rather be one 5 
your dogs in a future hiſtory of the preſent war, 


than poſſeſs the firſt honours that are now current 


in America, with the characters which I know 


ſome of our great men merit. Poor Pennſylvania 
has become the moſt miſerable ſpot upon the ſur- _ 


Ma 


\ — a” = 
ca — — — — 
—— — y — — 2 — 
= „4444 
— * — d>—nbthr> 


„ ͤ WV * EY 
— „ ** N — 
FEE 944. — - X 
. — 4 
- — — 
. Me 
2 
.4 
4." 
, 
- 


> =_ SS IE — — 
p v - 5, \ 8 - _ = - ms + - l 0 
= HR 2 —_— — — 1 — 9 = — TH = -_-- ES TR - Ns tos io \ 
* * * r 424 — — — —— Fe l 
£ : —_ — = — — — - a 
9 > » ER ES N = 4 n 1 
. 3 - — * ow el p — 
— . 
rn - 2 — a 
Fo ; 
* 
. 


- 
1} 
. N 
4 
= 
1 
13 
=_ 
{1:8 
19 
*. 30 
BH 
| 


3 5 
r 


Major Gen. Lee. 


ee) 


face of the globe. Our ſtreets, alas! have been 


ſtained already with fraternal blood; a ſad prelude, 


we fear of the future miſchiefs our conſtitution will 
bring upon us; they call it a democracy, a mobo- 
cracy in my opinion would be more proper. All 
our laws breathe the ſpirit of town meetings and 


porter ſhops : but I forget that I am not ſafe in 


communicating my opinion of men and meaſures 


to paper. Oh, Liberty! Liberty! I have worſhip- 
ped thee as a ſubſtance !—But—it is near twelve 


o'clock-at night, and I am much fatigued with an | 
unuſual ſhare of buſineſs; for, in the true ſtile of 
the ſubjeQ of a monarch, my family and my bu- 


ſineſs now engroſs all my time and attention—my 
country I have long ago left to the care of Ti- 


mothy Matlock, Charles Wilſon Peale, and Co. 
I muſt therefore bid you good night, wiſhing you 
at the ſame time all poſſible health and e een 


and am, my dear Lee, 
Tour "I and A 


OLD FRIEND. 


My DEAR Leg, York-town, Oct. 21ſt, 158t. 
THERE are few circumſtances that give me 
bar pleaſure to 21 of nearing from my friends; 


and, 
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and as my eſteem for you has ever increaſed in pro- 
portion to your misfortunes in the road of perſe- 


cution, I am always made happy in a line ftom 


you, as it announces your preſent ſituation. 
- Your being robbed of your horſes is a common 


evil, and its falling harder on you than any other 


perſon is what I thould have expected, from the 


diſpoſition of wretches always diſpoſed to heap 


coals on the head of the injured. I am happy ever 
in having it in my power to inform you of the good 


elteem in which you are held in the army ; and 


that they are not now, whatever they have been, 
inclined to purſue the track of perſecution, beaten 
ſo bare as it is by creatures whoſe praiſe. would be 
a diſhonour to any honeſt man. 

Poor Fleury, the other day, called me a-one- 


fide to whiſper to me, and after looking round, to 
prevent a poſſibility of being over-heard,. he aſked 


me what had become of you ? I could not help 


ſmiling, and, in my reply, telling him you was very 


well, and that he need not be afraid of acknow- 


ledging an acquaintance with General Lee in the 


moſt public aſſembly in America; that I eſteemed 
it an honour to call myſelf his friend; that my 


ſincere attachment to him was amply rewarded by 


the univerſal approbation of all good and ſenſible 


men. He anſwered me, he was very glad of it : 


it was every where known in France that you had 
been il-treated, and that every perſon lamented 


Four c misfortune. 


The 
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The ſurrender of Lord Cornwallis and his army 
will reach you before this letter. I think this is a 
circumſtance which muſt ſecure to America her | in- 
dependence. What will follow, I leave to time. 
It muſt have been a mortifying circumſtance to 

my lord, to have ſollicited terms, as no demand of 

a ſurrender was made. We had juſt completed 
our ſecond parallel, at two hundred yards from his 
main works. In tlie capitulation he was not per- 

mitted to uncaſe his colours, or to beat an Ame- 
rican or French march. Yau will probably lee 
your friend O'Hara, who is a priſoner. 

We expect now to goon to Charles Town, to 
inveſt that place. The moment I can obtain per- 
miſſion to leave the army, I will repair to your 
hermitage, and ſpend ſome time with you, when 
I promile myſelf much ſatisfaction. In the mean 
while, believe me, | 8 


MN —— 


Your affeAionate at 


. —— — " 
. r 
eee 5 —— —— an - * EA Gs Ip 
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l! | Unalterable friend, 

ll . *. EDWARDS. i 
iN i OR. 21ſt, 1781. 15 
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| . London, 4 16, en 
TY EXCELLENT SIR, AND MOST DEAR MASTER, 5 N 
7 OUR Majeſty will better i imagine, than I can 
expreſs the pleaſure I have received from 
your kind and gracious letter : the aſſurances it 
gives me of your good opinion and regard, I ſhall 
ever conſider as the happieſt, the moſt honourable 
circumſtance of my life. They make ample 
amends for the enmities I have drawn upon my- 
ſelf from certain powerful quarters in my. own 
country, where, perhaps, from ſome juſt judgment 
of God, the ſame qualities which would recom- 
mend to your Majeſty are highly obnoxious. I 
Seventy * wiſh, and proudly hope, for my own 
3 2 honour, 
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Honour, that I may ever poſſeſs a * in the 


eſteem of your Majeſty, and remain the averſion of 
thoſe who ſo widely, ſo totally, differ from you. 


I am concerned | cannot more fully, and in a 


more ſatisfactory manner, anſwer the ſeveral queſ- 


tions of your Majeſty on the ſtate of our country, 
than what J am able to do. Of ſome of theſe ar- 
ticles, the cauſe, though generally treated of, ap- 
pears not in the leaſt underſtood; on others, opini- 
ons are ſo various that it is preſumption to decide; 


but ſome are, I think, obvious to every man of 


common underſtanding; and of this claſs may be 


reckoned Mr. Pitt's quitting the ſtage, and the con- 
duct of the American colonies towards the mother 


country, With reſpect to the firſt, it is manifeſt, 


from a thouſand circumſtances, that with the 
health and frame of this extraordinary man, 


the underſtanding is likewiſe worn out. Before 
T came to England, I did not lay much ſtreſs on 
thoſe parts of his conduct which the newſpapers 


| have fo worried ; and I recolle& your Majeſty 


was of the ſame way of thinking, that there 


was nothing very monſtrous in his acceptance. 
of a peerage, but that it might be imprudent, 


and argued a ſenſeleſſneſs of glory, to forfeit the 
name of Pitt for any title the king could beſtow. 


But fince I am a little more behind the ſcenes, 


and am made acquainted with ſeveral circumſtances 
previous, concomitant, and ſubſequent to this 
event, Lam apt to ** with the majority of the 


better 


4 
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better ſort, that this once noble mind is quite 
. overthrown. Can it be reconciled to reaſon, that 
the ſame man who had rendered his name ſo illuſs 
trious and fo tremendous to the greateſt part of 
the globe, ſhould ſplit upon ribbons and titles; 
that when he had arrived at a higher pinnacle 
of glory than ever citizen- did fince the days of 
Epaminondas, he ſhould be captivated by ſuch 
a 4 bauble, cven though it ſhould be attended with 
no ill conſequences to the affairs of his country? 
but when ſueh terrible ones were viſible, it muſt _ 
be conſtrued downright madneſs. Mr. Pitt, fay 
they, was the only man who had capacity, ſpirit, 
and power to aſſert the honour and intereſt of 
the nation with foreign ſtates, correct tlie abuſes, 
and ſtem the torrent of corruption at home. "His 
power was not founded on vaſt property or cabi- 
net favour, but on his popularity. By ſinking 
into a peerage, his popularity would vaniſh of 
courſe, and with it all power of rendering, at 
a moſt eritical time, any farther fervices to bis 
country. If it is objected that it is poſſible to 
accept a title and retain the integrity af the citi- 
zen, they allow it; but that, unfortunately, rhe 
bulk of the people will not be perſuaded of it 
that a popular miniſter muſt, therefore, not only 
be ſtritly virtuous, but, like Cæſar's wife, his 
virtue muſt not be ſuſpected; that this perſuaſion 
of the people, ridiculous as it may appear at 
| fieſt Be th is founded on too much juftice; for 
ME | they 
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a obſerve, that, from the time of Wentworth | 
.down to that of Pulteney, not one inſtance can be 
produced of a man's changing his ſeat from the 
lower to the upper houſe, without a thorough re- 
nunciation of all principles and public virtue; 
but whether this opinion is well or ill founded, as 
it is a prevalent one, this revolt, error, folly, or 
= madneſs, of ſuch a man has ſome direful effects; it 
taints with jealouſy all public affiance, eſtabliſhes 
a doubt, whether ſuch a thing as public virtue can 
i : exiſt: in ſhort, it makes the bulk of mankind 
- a indifferent who are in, who are out, as they are al- 
| | 5 moſt perſuaded that all men are, or will prove, in 
= the end, equally vain apoſtates to the common 
= _ cauſe, either through intereſtedneſs, vanity, or 
| | | madneſs. | 
\ if Such are the arguments not dns made, uſe of 
—_— bo the majority of Mr. Pitt's once admirers, but 
they were ſtarted to him by thoſe who were ſuppo- 
ſed to have the greateſt weight with him. Lord 
Camden, in particular, concluding this reſolution 
to be a ſhort fit of compliance, and that his friend 
would ſoon ſee the danger of the meaſure, delay- 
=—_ : ed the ſigning of the patent for two days. But 
i huis lordſhip was miſtaken, the diſorder had taken 
i deeper root than he imagined ; no girl could ſhew 
1 more impatience for a new toy, than this firſt of 
men did, till the teſtimony of his folly was ſigned 
bs and ſcaled to the whole world. Your Majeſty will 
| object, that though NA. Pitt played the 
chile 
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child in one article, it is no proof of the general 
failure of his underſtanding; that no man was 
ever bleſſed with ſo entire faculties, as not, on ſome 
particular occaſion, and in ſome unlucky moment, 
to betray weakneſs. But this is not the caſe with 
Pitt, the decay of his parts is not only indicated 
by the act itſelf, but confirmed by his conduct in 
public and private character: In public the doc- 
trines he broaches are diametrically the reverſe of 
what he has through the whole courſe of his life, 
aſſerted: In private, he is totally metamorphoſed; 
from the extreme of plainneſs and ſimplicity, he 
is all parade, magnificence and oftentation. But 
I might have ſpared your Majeſty this prolix de- 
tail, when in a few words, it would have ſufficed to 
have ſaid, that he has fits of crying, ſtarting, and 
every effect of hyſteric; it is airmed, indeed, 
that ten years ago, he was in the very ſame condi- 
tion, that therefore a poſſibility of his recovering 
once more his nerves, and with them all his func- 
"tions; but from the age of the man, the gene- 
 rality conſider the piece as finiſhed ; the honeſt 
and well wiſhers of their country lament over him, 
the corrupt and profligate ſing Te Deum, as the 
Devil probably did for the fall of man. Your 
MNMajeſty aſks who is to mount the ſtage in his 
room? I am fo far from ſeeing any man ſo qua- 
| lifiedin all points, as to fill his part in time of diſ- 
traction and confuſion, that I know no ſet of men 


who have a chance of being called to it, who will 


not 
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not by ignorance, obſtinacy, or timidity, throw 
things into ten times greater confuſion than they 


are at preſent. My Lord Rockingham is indeed 


- all honeſt, worthy, and ſpirited man, and poſſeſſes 
the good opinion of the people in general, but 
theſe attributes will probably exclude him. The 
Thane who is ſtill all powerful, will never admit 
of a a man ſo endowed. He requires a certain de- 
gree of ſubſerviency and complaiſance ; in ſhort, | 


he requires a miniſter of his own jobs and parti- 


alities, and not an adminiſtrator of the national 
affairs. As to the reſt who form what is called the 
oppoſition, they are fo odious, or contemptible, 


that the favourite himſelf is preferable to them; 
ſuch as Grenville, Bedford, Newcaſtle, and their 


aſſociates. Temple is one of the moſt ridiculous 
order of coxcombs I ever heard of, he is eter- 
nally. appealing to the public, forgetting that the 
public never conſidered him farther than they 


would an old pair of boots, which Mr. Pitt might, 
through a whim, have ſet a value upon, which when 


he choſe to throw aſide, it mattered not if they 
vere thrown into a lumber room or the fire. No- 
thing could make the American coloniſts caſt off 


their obedience, or even reſpect to their mother 
country, but ſome attempt on the eſſence of their 
liberty; ſuch as undoubtedly the ſtamp act was, 

Which, if it had remained unrepealed, and admit- 
ted as a precedent, they would have been ſlaves to 
all intents and n as their whole Property 


would 
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my ſilence for ſo many months to a want of ſenſe 


0 2250 


would he at the mercy of the Cham nit 
and the miniſter's miniſters, the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who would find no end to the neceſſity of 
taxing theſe people, as every additional tax would 
furniſh the maſter with means of adding to their 
© reſpective wages; but it would be impertinent in 
me to enter into a diſcuſſion of the propriety or 
impropriety, the juſtice or injuſtice, of this mea- 
ſure, when it is ſo filly and clearly treated in ſome 
tracts which are bound up together, and which I 
have ordered to be ſent to your Majeſty. If the 
humours which this accurſed attempt has raiſed, 
are ſuffered to ſubſide, the inherent affection which 
the colonies have for the mother country, and 
claſhings of intereſts one among another, will 
throw every thing back into the old channel; which 
indeed is the caſe already: but if another attack 
of the ſame nature ſhould be made upon them, by 
a wicked blundering miniſter, I will venture to 
' prophecy, that this country will be ſhaken to its 
foundation in its wealth, credit, naval force, and 
interior population. | 


Mr DEAR PRI NCE, F © London, Dec. 25th, 1766. 
YOU will do me oreat injuſtice if you attribute 


of 


EY 


« your exceſſive 8 and ciendihin. or even 
to gareleſsneſs, which conſidering the obligations 
1I lye under to your highneſs, would be one and the 
ſame thing. The truth is, that I was unwilling to 
trouble you. with a fulſorne letter of acknowledge- 
ments, as I hope you are no ſtranger to my ſenti- 
ments on the ſudject; but I thought a few lines 
: which would give you a ſcetch of the ſtate of this 
country, of the parties, and of our proſpect in re- 
lation to foreign and interior affairs, would be the. 
only poſſible method of making your Highneſs 5 
ſome return for the thouſand inſtances of fliend- 
ſhip. which have received at your hands, but the 
moſt reaſonable ſchemes are frequently defeated : f 
ſo it fares with me; for, although I have been in : 
London eight days, Which in this political and 
communicative town is ſufficient, one ſhould think, 
to make a man maſter of every thing neceſſary to 
be known; but my evil ſtars have diſappointed 
me, and your evil ſtars have dictated to me. 

that, notwithſtanding the inſignificancy of all have. 

to fay, it would be a petty treaſon to remain any 
longer ſilent. You muſt therefore accept the will * 
for the deed ; ina few poſts I hope to be able to, 
amuſe you better. The King and his miniſters . 8. 
out of town, or more properly, I ſhould have ſaid 1 
the miniſters and their King, for I do not find that 
the latter is any more a principal than when I left 
England. Lord Chatham is ſuppoſed to be abſo- 
Jute in all affairs which concern the ſtate; Bute in 
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his corner, retains influence to a ſufficient degree” 


for the proviſion of his creatures and countrymen, - 
in ſubordinate offices; he diſclaims all concern : 


with buſineſs; but this is like the reſt of his conduct, 


2 moſt impudent and ineffectual hypocriſy ; for 


he is, as uſual, not credited. A formidable oppo» 


ſition | is expected, but the conjectures on its ſyc- : 


cęſs are too vague to be attended to. Some men 
of weight and reputation are embarked 1 in it; but 


the heads are too odious to the nation in enn 
in my opinion, to carry their point, Such as Bed- 


| ford, Sandwich, G. Grenville, and, with ſubimſſion, 


your friend Mansfield. He lately drew upon him» 
ſelf the laugh of the Houſe of Lords, making 5 
uſe of the word Liberty of the Subject; and ex- 
preſfing great regard to it, it was called Satan 
preaching up ſanctity. S is ſtill ſecretary , 


F ES * 


of ſtate, and much regarded as à man of ability | 


and integrity, Lord Shelburne, the other ſecre- 


tary, has ſurpaſſed the opinion of the world; he : 
ſpeaks well, and is very diſtin in office. The 
Duke of Grafton 1 is an abſolute orator, and has a 


fair character. An Iriſhman, one Mr. Burke, is 


ſprung up in the Houſe of Commons, who * = 
aſtoniſhed every body with the power of his elo- 
| quence, his comprehenſive knowledge in all our 
exterior and internal politics and commerical in- 
tereſts. He wants nothing but that ſort of ne 


lit y annexed to Tune and property i in England, 
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2 Houſe. by 


A diſpute with Portugal, on ſome e 
points, ſeems at preſent chieffy to occupy. the 


thoughts of the miniſtry. It is thought, that an 


embaſſador extraordinary, with an eſcort of ten 
ſhips of war, which is the beſt uliima rat, will be 
ſent to Liſbon. I have had ſome converſation, 


with our miniſtry on the affairs of Poland; but, 
as this letter goes by the common poſt, I cannot 
ſend you the particulars. The character of his 


Majeſty is high in their eſteem. I intreat your 
Highneſs to preſent my duty to him, to aſſure him 
of my zeal, veneration, and love; in a few days, 
I ſhall take the liberty of writing to him, or to 
Mr. Ogroudſlci. I wait till J have had a conver- 
ation with the King, Could your Highneſs pro- 
chre me a copy of his Majeſty's picture, either in 

miniature, or otherwiſe; I aſk for a copy, as I. 
would not preſume to trouble him to ſit. vou 
uvould lixewiſe make me very happy with your 
own. I was much pleaſed with an acquaintance 

with Laviſa at the Hague. His warm attachment 

to our incomparable maſter has much endeared 

him to me. We have ſome books publiſhed here, 

which I fancy you would be glad to have, particu- 
larly, the-whole letters of Swift. They are the 
beft hiſtory of thoſe times, and read with great avi- 

"wy. Whea the Ta 1 is 8 ſhall ſend to his 
Ma Jetly 
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Majeſty a conſiderable number, as he has done me 


the honour to truſt to my judgment, and . | 


on Mr. Tipper for the coſt. 
I have not heard from our tien Lind I wa 


you will chide him for this ahominable neglect. 
Wroughton too deſerves abuſe; I ſhall write to 
him in a few poſts. The reaſon of Lord Thaners 
delay in regard to the horſe, was delicacy. He 
could not find any he thavgin good enough; but 
in the ſpring he will ſend a couple, which will, in 
all reſpects, ſuit his Majeſty. 2 
I entreat you, my dear prince, to pay my hum: 
ble reſpects to your father, mother, the prince, 
chancellor, and all your houſe, to which I have ſa. 
great obligations, and for which T have a fincere 


love and honour, and that you will teal a few 
moments to give me under your hand what lam” 


already convinced of, that | poſſeſs ſome ſhare of: 


you, love and friendſhip. 

1 ain, ine the moſt reſpectful ſentiments, 
gh My dear Prince, 

Ever yours, 


— CHARLES LEE: 


% 


2 1 
2 


| Mr DEAR « CoLtMan, 1 Warſaw, May if 1767. 
'YOU muſt undoubtedly think me a very ex- 
en, that, on a ſlender acquaintance, 


I ſhould have ſaddled you with the curation of my 


affairs, and afterwards not think it worth my while 


to write you even a civil note, ſuch as a common 
acquaintance, who had conferred no obligation, 
might have expected. The truth is, L have every 
day. expected to be aſcertained of my deſtiny, and 
then intended to have given you a circumſtantial 


7 plan of my operations but as this day is as remote, 


in all appearance, as ever, I ſhould be gui'ty of a 
. monſtrous neglect, in any farther delaying, to pay 
the tribute of friendſhip which I ſo ſenſibly owe. 


Believe me, my dear Sir, that I moſt ſincerely love 


and honour you; and this love and honour is 
founded on fo fold a baſis, that I have dared to 
neglect a form which would not be pardoned by a 
perſon who is not really an object of eſteem. 


I have been in this place two months waiting | 
for an opportunity to join the Ruſſian army, and 


J am afraid I ſhall be obliged to wait a month 
longer. The communications are ſo filled with the 
_offals of the confederates, who are themſclves 
a banditti, that it is impoſſible to ſtir ten yards 
without an eſcort of Ruſſians: the Engliſh are 
lets ſecure than others, as they ate eſteemed the 
arch- 
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arch · enemies of the holy faith. A French co- 


median vas the other day near being hanged from 


the circumſtance of his wearing a bob wig, which, 


by the confederates, is ſuppoſed to be the uniform 


of the Engliſh nation. I wiſh to God the three 


branches of our legiſlature would take it into 


their heads to travel eee mo WOO of rennen | 
1 in bob-wigs. nn 


The firſt opportunity FO will er r vill be 


the preſent ambaſſador, who, it is ſaid, will now 


be ſucceeded in ten days; but this has been "fo 


long ſaid, that I begin to deſpair of any op- 
portunity at all; if none ſhould offer, I have 
made a wiſe j journey of it: I believe it would ' 
break my heart. I have an unſpeakable curioſity 


of ſeeing this campaign, though, in fact, I be- 


lieve it will be a ridiculous one; if not like that of 
Harlequin and Scapin, it will reſernble the battle 
of Wilks and Talbot. The Ruffians can gain no- 
thing by beating their enemy, and the Turks are 
. confoundedly afraid. I wiſh by practice, to make 
myſelf a ſoldier for purpoſes honeſt, but Which 
1 ſhall not mention. If I am defeated in my in- 
tention of joining the Ruſſians, I think of paſſing 
through Hungary, and ſpending the enſuing win- 
ter in the ſouth of Italy, Sicily, or ſome of the 
ifſlands in the Ægean ſea. As N are a ſcholar 


I venture to talk this cant. to England,” I 
am reſolved not to ſet my foot wy it, till the virtue 
which I believe to exiſt | in the body of the people 


can 
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it. My ſpirits and temper were much affected by 


the meaſures which I was witneſs of, meaſures ab- 


ſolutely moderate, laudable and virtuous, in com- 


pariſon of hat has been tranſacted ſince. To 
return ſolemn thanks to the Crown for the mani- 
feſtly corrupt diſſipation of its enormous revenues 


and impudent demand on the people: to repair 
this diſſipation, to compleat their own ruin, is 


puſhing fervility farther than the raſcally ſenate 


ſidered by all thoſe I converſe with, of every na- 
tion, even thoſe who have the leaſt idea of liberty. 


The Auſtrians and Ruſſians hoot at us. In fine, 


it is looked upon as the ullimatum of human baſe- 


neſs, a coup m__ to our freedom and rata 
Honour. | 
Vou will ay, it is being a . ceaſe: 


dent, giving you my comments on what paſſes 


under your own eyes, and being entirely ſilent 
on the tranſactions of this country, which you 


may be ſuppoſed to have ſome curioſity. of being 
acquainted with. You will not think me ſerious 


when I aſſure you, that I am as totally a ſtranger 
to them as yourſelf or any man in England. 


Humphrey Gates, Iam ſure, muſt know fifty times 
more of the matter. I ſee that the country is in one 

general ſtate of confuſion, filled with devaſtation 
and murder. I hear every day of the Ruſſians 
nt the e Confederates z but as to. what the. 
_ Ruſhans, 


D 


ag 


: 005 


, Ruſſians, what the Confederates, what the body * 
of the nation propoſe, I am utterly ignorant, 
though no more, I believe, than they are them- 
| ſelves. The method of carrying on the war is 
equally gentle with what our's was in North Ame- 
rica; the Confederates hang up all the Ruſſians 
who fall into their hands, and the Ruſſians put to 
the ſword the Confederates. - The Ruſſian Coſ- 
ſacks have an admirable Fang frotd in theſe enecu- 
tions. The other day, at a place called Rava,' 
forty or fifty Confederates were condemned to the 
bayonet; but as they were tolerably dreſſed, they 
were obliged to ſtrip for the ceremony, the Cofſ- 
ſacks chuſing not to make any holes in their cloaths. 
The ſituation of the K—— is really to be lament- 
ed, notwithſtanding he wears a crown. He is an 
honeſt, virtuous man, and a friend to the rights of 
mankind. Iwiſſi he could perſuade a prince of my 
acquaintance, who is taught, (as far as he tan be 
taught any thing,) to hate them, to exchange with 
im. I know ea nation that could ſpare a whole 
family, mother, and all to the Poles, andionly” 
take in exchang this one man. I could ſay many 
things on this ſubject, digna literis mſtris; ſed non cu 
mutenda ejuſmodi periculb, ut a ne au 1 25 
aut intercipi Pofſint. : : 
I hope your kindneſs has not entailed any trou- 
ble upon you with reſpect to my affairs. I hope 
Mr. Ayre has been punctual in his payment. I 
wrote to him from London, acquainting him with 


= - 
4 

. 

* 


„„ 

your powers. If you ſhall paſs by Mr. Hoares, T 
beg you will tell him, that I wrote to him from 
Munich, requeſting him to ſend me, if poſſible, a 
letter of credit to Warſaw, and to give credit to a 
Captain William Spey, for ſurveying my land in 
St. John's. How does the hallowed Juliet? Ii is 
inconceivable how deeply I am intereſted for the 
ſucceſs and welfare of that girl. If ſhe does not 
ſucceed, let her marry me, and ſettle in America. 
ne to Mrs. Coleman, and that, 


1 am, moſt ſincerely, 

Dear Coleman, 

With the warmeſt 9 Sc. 
| C. ras 


F. S. My love to Rice, that when he can find 
time and matter I wiſh he would write. What will 
give me the greateſt pleaſure is to hear of his be- 
ing married to the widow Wales, or to any good 
party. He is the only fine gentleman I ever loved. 
Direct to me Chez le Prince General de Podolia, 
FVarſema. Let your letters be as long as poſſible, 
and let them have in them as much of Juliet as 
* 
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1 SHOULD write to you with more eaſe and 
pleaſure, had you not given me to underſtand that 


-you looked upon me as an able letter-writer. The 


ambition of coming up to your expectations lays 
me undera conſtraint which will inevitably make 


me fall ſhort of every correſpondent. To render 


my ſelf tolerable, I muſt endeavour to forget your 
ſex, your beauty; but, above all, the high opinion 
which you are pleaſed to conceive of my talents in 


this article. That I may not run into compliment, 
that I may diveſt myſelf of awe and vanity : the 


firſt you would deſpiſe as fulſome, and the ſecond 


and laſt would be e of reſerve and pe- 


tulance. 


Your underſtanding and the care you have ta- 
ken to cultivate it, cuts me off from ſome of the 
moſt” fruitful ſubjects to female correſpondents; 
the dreſs, intrigues, and diverſions of the women 
in the ſeveral places we paſs through: but, on the 
other hand, it affords me ample liberty of pouring 


out my mind upon ſubjects which, unfortunately 
for my own eaſe, engroſs it entirely; the dreadful. 


ſituation of. all-the honeſt part of mankind, and 
particularly of our own country. How miſerably 
fallen ſhe is in the eyes of every ſtate! How ſunk 
are we (in a few months I may ſay) from the ſum- 


mit of glory, opulence, and ſtrength, to the Joweſt 
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degree of poverty, imbecillity, and contempt. 


Europe is aſtoniſhed at the rapidity of the change; 
high and low, men of every order, from the mi- 
niſters of ſtate to the political barbers, make it the 


ſubject of their admiration. How can it happen, 
ſay they, that Great Britain, ſo lately the miſtreſs 
of the globe, with America in one hand, Aſia and 
Africa in another, inſtead of the glorious taſk of 
giving laws and peace to nations, protecting the 
weak and injured, checking the powerful and op- 
 prefſive, ſhould employ her time in trampling on 
the rights of her dependencies, and violating her 


own ſacred laws, on which her ſuperiority over her 


neighbours is founded? It was ſome conſolation, 
ſay they, for the generous few of the Romans who 
- ſurvived the liberties of their country, that it was 
a Julius Cæſar, a man with more than mortal ta- 

lents, who was their ſubverter : and the patriots of 


England had ſome mitigation for their ſpleen, that 
it was a Cromwell who had over-reached them; 


but that ? „64 


| ſhould be able to encompaſs the enſlaving of a 
' ſpirited nation, whoſe every law ſeems dictated 
by Liberty herſelf, is too much to bear. They 
compare the noble remonſtrances of the French 
"parliaments againſt the oppreſſions of their court, 
with the ſlaviſh addreſſes of ours. I muſt confeſs, 
that inſtead of ſending for cooks and hair-dreflers 
* from that country, | have long wiſhed that we 


were 
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were to ſupply ourſelves with members of Parlia- 
ment. What it will come to, I know not, but jt 
is time ſomething ſhould be done, and I flatter 
myſelf it will: there is much ſpirit in the body 

of the people; but I will endeavour to quit this 
ſubject; it makes me mad. Tp 

This country is the reverſe of ours; they have 
an honeſt, patriot k——g, but a vicious nation. 
If God delights in ſeeing a virtuous man (as 
Seneca ſuppoſes he does) ſtruggling with adver- 
ſities, he has a charming ſpectacle in the king of 
Poland: and I hope God will in the end, recom- 
_ pence the inſtrument of his pleaſure, by extricating 
him out of his diſtreſſes; nothing elſe can, I am 
ſure. You muſt excuſe me entering into a detail 
of theſe difficulties, as this letter may poſſibly 
fall into the hands of the Confederates, and be 
publiſhed to the nation, as ſeveral others, full as 
inſignificant, have already been, to the no ſmall 
detriment of this good man's affairs. I ſhall re- 
ſerve. them for ſome future letter, or our evenings 
chat in Queen Anne Street, or Langham. 

Ouar ſtation here, I mean thoſe who are about 
the king's perſon, is whimſical enough. We 
have few troops, the bulk of theſe totally diſaf- 

fected, and the town is full of (though not declar- 
ed, far from being concealed) Confederates. 

We have frequent alarms, and the pleaſure: of 
ſleeping every night with our piſtols on our pil- 
lows. lat preſent only wait for an opportunity 

Sa AY. N . to 
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to join the Ruſſian army : this does not offer every 
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13 day, as a ſtrong eſcort is neceſſary, the communi- 
1 cations being filled with banditties of robbers, who 
| are the offals of the Confederates. I believe it will 
Nl | be but a ridiculous campaign, ſomething like 
3 that of Wilks and Talbot. The Ruſſians can 

* gain nothing by beating their enemy, and the 
= Turks are confoundedly afraid. 3 
in I have heard of Lady S b's flight, can- 
4 | not ſay Jever liked the match, It is impoſſible 
1 to have the leaſt connection with Fox, either of 
1 a political or a private nature, without ſmarting 
1 for it: every thing he touches becomes putrid 
Wt and proſtitute. I hope your brother will have 
\ Ii the grace to break this accurſed connection, which 
j.| has diverted ſuch excellent parts from their true 
1 uſe, blaſted all the hopes which his real friends 
Sl and his country had a right to entertain of him; 
|| that he will ſee, in its proper colours, the odiouſ- 
} neſs of dependency and venality, particularly in 
Ii a man of fortune; and that he may, by his future 
| | conduct, make an ample recompence to the opu- 
| lent country which has choſen him for their 
\ þ hitherto diſappointment. Iam convinced you will 
| i | not think what I am ſaying as too great a liberty 

i with your brother; I am convinced your ſenti- 

| ments correſpond with mine; if I thought they 


did not, I ſolemnly declare, were your beauty and 
underſtanding greater than they are, I would not 
write to you. I * no doubt of Mr. Blake's 

. doing 


* 
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doing his * He is not only well diſpoſed him- 
ſelf, but in the hands of one who might transform 
a Maccaroni into a Cato. He muſt be the devil 
himſelf whom a young, beautifuh Englih woman, 
with the ſentiments of a Spartan matron, cannot 
lead into the way of political righteouſneſs. If 
women in general were like you, men could not 
| poſſibly be ſuch raſcals. I have long lamented the 
accurſed prevailing notion, that woinen ought to 
have defective educations. It was the moſt un- 
ning fiend in hell who firſt broached this ducirine; 
which had it not prevailed, the better part of the 
globe would not have groaned in the wreicked 
ſtate of flavery we at preſent ſee it. For God's 
ſake, Madam, have as many daughters as poſſible, 
and make them as much like yourſelf as poilible, 
and ſome deſcendant of Catharine M*Cauley may 
attribute the ſalvation of the ſtate to your progeny... 


I am, dear Madam, with the higheſt eſteem, 
Yours, Kc. 


ors | CHARLES LEE. 
Mrs, M*Cauley. 


Dax 


t ga F 


Dear Lovisa, 
WHEN you firſt requeſted me to give you 
leſſons | in Engliſh, 1 eſteemed myſelf happy to de- 
monſtrate my gratitude to Madam Kreithin for 
her ſingular kindneſs to me. I have been fo uſed 
to converſe with my ſelf and a few favourite books, 
that I never found it neceſſary to attend the toilets 
of women, merely as the generality do, to fly from 


themſelves, and kill the time which they have no 


other means of employing. This was my original 


motive; but on one or two converſations with my: 


ſcholar I entertained a ſort of ambition of adding 
ſomething to the means of enlightening fo excel- 


lent an underſtanding as I perceived her to be 


poſſeſſed of. A little knowledge of the Engliſh 
language I conceived to be one of the means, as it 
| abounds with ſo many excellent and inſtructing 
books. For a few days my views were confined 
to this ; but, O Louiſa! you ought, you mult, have 


ſeen this ambition giving place to another leſs 
| tranquil ſentiment, Why did not you check it in 


its birth, by affecting to find difficulties in the taſk 


you had undertaken? Why did you not, on ſome. 


| ſuch humane pretext, remove me from your fide 


before the flame had acquired ſuch inextinguiſha- 


ble fierceneſs? This you ſhould in charity have 
done, as you was determined to treat me as an ene- 
my the moment I declared [ loved. Your reſent- 


ment 


Warſaw, May Ath, 1567. | 
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_— 
ment at my ' pretending to more than common 
_ friendſhip, is futile and vain, or, what is worſe, hy- 
pocritical and deceitful. You know your own 
charms, 'your own power too well, You have 
proved them with an unhappy ſucceſs on ſeveral, 
not to be conſcious that it is impoſhble to ſee you 
often, and to hear your voice, without being forc- 
ed beyond the bounds of friendſhip. But, to ſpeak 
proudly, I do not ſee why the declaration of my 
paſſion ſhould ſo heniouſly offend you. To inſpire 
you with an equal paſſion for an object deſtitute of 
any kind of charm, would be ridiculous preſump- 
tion: and were I furniſhed with every charm that 
could captivate womankind, to-entertain any hopes 
which might affect your tappinctk or reputation, 
would be the higheſt villainy ; but as I am born 
_ of a reputable family, I hope my character is ra- 
ther a fair one; and as my fortune is ſufficiently 
ample to make an honeſt man independant and an 
honeſt woman content, I cannot ſee the mighty 
crime in wiſhing to unite your fortune with mine. 
had flattered myſelf, that time and an unwearied 
attention to pleaſe, would have ſupplied in me 
1 what you might find amiſs in my perſon. or the arts 
= of converſation. he 
Ham, dear Louiſa, with much eſteem, 
Yours, &c. 


5 CHARLES LEE. 
To Louiſa C AED — 
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Me Y DEAR Loxp, 5 W May ol «Sy 
I WROTE a ſort of ſcrap of a nate to you by 


the hands of Fawkner, and flattered myſelf that 1 


ſhould have found at this place a ſcrap in return. 
know your indolence too well, to expect a letter 
of a ſheet of paper, and do not expect it; but if 
you know how much pleaſure a ſcrap Gans by 
your hand, certifying your health, welfare, and 
good ſpirits, afford me, I am confident you would 
from time to time muſter up reſolution, to write 
me a few lines, three will be ſufficient, which I in- 
ſiſt on, as a tribute due to friendſhip, which on my 
fide I can affirm to be as pure and genuine as the 
ſpawn of ſuch a raſcally. planet as this is capable 
of; and I have the ſtrangeſt reaſon to think it is 
not leſs ſoon ours. I muſt therefore repeat it, 
that I expect a tribute of this ſort every fifth or. 
ſixth poſt. I have been in this happy capital five. 


weeks, waiting for an opportunity to join the Ruſ- 
ſian army, which does not offer every day, for the 


communications are filled by a Tet of gentlemen 
who are called Confederates, but why or wherefore 


they are pleaſed to ſty le themſelves Confederates, I 


cannot find out. They give no reaſons, they pro- 
poſe no plan, but they rob, ſtrip, and generally 
murder every body who fall into their hands. 
Lou uſed todine formerly with very knowing, wiſe 
politicians, ſuch as Hanſa, Stanley, and others, who 
are eite with all the (chemes of all the nations, 
and 


r 
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and all the individuals in Europe; 1 ſk requeſt 
you, to give me ſome hints of what theſe worthies 
intend: You will ſcarcely believe me ſerious, but 
: do aſſure you, that! knew, before I left London, 
the ſtate of this country,, full as well, if not better 


than I do here on the ſpot. If Gates is in the way, 


you will much oblige me, in procuring his opinion. 
I have greater reaſon every day to congratulate 


my prudence in having left England; Iam per- 


ſuaded, had I ftayed, I ſhould have brought my- 


ſelf into ſome curſed ſerape; even here, at ſo great 


a diſtance, J am thrown into ſtrange agitations of 
paſſions on the ſight of every newſpaper. 1 bs 


ly God! is it poſſible we ſhould be ſo far ſunk ? 


return ſolemn thanks for a manifeſtly corrupt 5 
pation of ſuch enormous revenues, and an impu- 


dent demand on the public to repair this diſſipation, 


is puſhing ſervility to its imatum. Thoſe nations 


who have the leaſt idea of liberty, as the Auſtrians 
and Ruſſians, laugh and hoot at us; compare ſay 


they, the remonſtrances of the French parliaments 
with the addreſſes of yours, and then dare to pride 


yourſelves in the ſuperiority of Britiſh ſpirit over 


their neighbours, It is impoſſible to make the leaſt 
reply to theſe charges, Ichoak with grief and in- 


dignation. When I attempt to aſſure them that 


the body of the nation is ſtill untainted, that they 
have ſtill ſentiments of freedom ; they anſwer, 
that ſuch ſentiments are of little conſequence, 


when courage is wanting to put them in motion. 


1s 


My, 
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Is not every of your moſt boaſted laws, trampled: 
upon, or eluded? Is not perjury, deſolation, and 
murder, encouraged and rewarded with the nati- 
onal money? Are not your magiſtrates, from the 
fole merit of being declared enemies of the law, 
become factious partizans? Is not the choice of 
your people in their repreſentatives, treated with 
contempt and annulled ? Are not your citizens 
maſſaered in the public ſtreets and in the arms of 
their houſhold gods by the military, and the mi- 
tary thanked for their friendlike alertneſs ? If 
theſe things are borne with by a people, who poſ- 
ſeſs fentiments of liberty, we have loſt the meaning 
of words. Such, my dear Lord, is the language of 
theſe people, and it is fortunate for me, that they 
are ignorant of the tate of our American politics. 
They can have no idea of our carrying our abomi- 
nations ſo far, as to disfranchiſe three millions of peo- 
Ple of all the rights of men, for the gratification of 
the revenge of a blundering knaviſh Secretary, and 
- a fcoundrel Attorney General, a Hillſborough, and 

2 Barnard. Were they informed of theſe facts, their 
opinion of us would be ſtill more mortifying. I had 
the other day a converſation with the gentleman 
to whom you gave the horſe ; he laments with-great 
energy, the weak and wicked conduct of our ad- 
miniſtration, not only on our own account, but on 
that of all Europe. He fays, did they barely poſ- 
ſels common ſenſe, and common honeſty, Great 
Britain 


* „ 


Britain muſt have been the Empreſs of the World; 
that ſhe might have kept on the muzzles of the 
dogs of war, which muſt now inevitably be ſlip- 
ped off, to the devaſtation of the greater part of- 

the globe. He deſires his reſpects to you, and 
thanks you again and again for the horſe which 
turns out nobly. I beg my compliments to Lady 
Thanet, and was in hopes to have heard that ſhe 
had before this, produced you a ſon. Adieu, my 


dear Lord, and write ſoon a few lines to one who 
ſincerely loves you. 


3 C. LEE 
Lord W | 


Mos r cxacious Sin, Kaminec, Auguſt 16tb, 1767. 

AS an expreſs is this evening diſpatched by the 

' governor, I take the liberty of addreſſing this 
ſcribble to your Majeſty. As it is in Engliſh, I am 
in hopes no bad conſequences can ariſe, if it falls 
into the hands of the Confederates. Your Majeſty 
will have heard of our retreat—a thouſand reaſons 
will undoubtedly be given, and probably not one 
founded in juſtice ; I muſt, it is my duty, to ſpeak 
freely 


ys Cl. 3 


freely to your Majeſty. The operatiolis have on 
miſerably concluded ; they opened with a capital 
defect. without a certainty of the, ſtate of the 
place, (Chotzim,) they were deſſined to attack it; 
they with infinite fatigue and expence marched to 
the certain, (in idea,) reduction of it, without the 
poſſible means of reducing it. Chotzim is per- 
haps as ſecure from aſſault as any fortreſs in the 
univerſe; but muſt inevitably be taken, when at- 
tacked with the neceſſary quantity of battering 
_ artillery, in forty hours. The hopes of reducing 
it with our pop-guns ſoon appeared vain ; it was 
then ſeemingly determined to blockade it, but the 
line of blockade was either broken in part, or to- 
tally taken away on every alarm. When the 
blockade was formed, the grand Vizier was expect- 
ed with an hundred and fifty thouſand men. If 
that number was formidable, they ought not to 
have formed the blockade, but retired at once over 
the Nieſter, without haraſſing for no purpoſe, their 
men and their horſes. If it was not formidable, 
they ought to have perſiſted in the blockade. In 
fact, the Ruſſian army, I mean the infantry, brave 
as it is, was not ſufficient in number to form a 
line compleat of circumvallation, againſt ſo nume- 
Tous an enemy; but neither the marching without 
battering cannon, the blockading the place without 

a reſolution to perſiſt in it, nor any blunder com- 

mitted, are ſo hable to cenſure, as the neglect to 
| attack 


attack theth* in their camp. If ſucceſs in war 
can be aſſured, ours was certainly ſo. . 


*. 


Laws | 
with the higheſt reſpec and attachment, | 
Your Majeſty's moſt obedient and 


humble ſervant, 


CHARLES LEE. 
10 
- ay 
My DEAR Davens ; | Dijon, Jan. 19th, 1768. 


THOUGH I have been a long time in anſwer- 
ing your letter, 1 beg you will not conclude, that 
the pleaſure I received from it, is but ſmall. Be- 
lieve me, that every freſh aſſurance of your friend- 
ſhip gives me unſpeakable ſatisfaction, though 1 

have no need of freſh aſſurances to be convinced 

of it. The longer I live, my love for you acquires. 

greater force, perhaps from a cynical diſpoſition, 
in comparing you with other men. I have long been 
3 with your private virtues, and my opi- 


nion 
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nion of your political virtues is now confirmed. 1 


am only concerned at your having thoughts of 
quitting parliament. I know yotir reaſons, but 


cannot approve of them. You think, that as you 
are not a ſpeaker, as you have no turn for bufi- 


neſs, your attendance will little avail ; that it can- 
not contribute to ſtem the torrent of corruption 


and villainy which at preſent bears down every 
thing before it. It is this indolent or deſpairing 
method of reaſoning, of many honeſt men, for I 

cannot help being perſuaded that there are ſtill 
many honeſt men, that have reduced us to this 
terrible ſituation. You know that the God of the 
Jews who ſhould have been a judge of Jewiſh af- 


fairs, as he \ interfered in them ſo much, was of 


opinion that five righteous men were ſufficient to 
ſave the rotten ſtate of Gomorrah ; and I do not 


find that he meant they ſhould be all ſpeakers. 
Beſides, the maſs of the people of Gomorrah was 
all polluted, but the maſs of the Engliſh peo- 


ple certainly is not. I believe no people was ever 
poſſeſſed of more public virtue, which is manifeſt 
from all their proceedings. I beg, my dear friend, 


you will not in deſpair quit the deck and get un- 


der hatches—work at the pump—hand a rope, 
doing any thing with good will and firmneſs—en- 


courage others to do the ſame, and with fo intre- 


pid a pilot, as Sir George Saville, the veſſel may 
perhaps work into harbour, notwithſtanding 
) | _- The 


439) 


the aboninable . of the Wer part of the 
cer e W. | 4 


Lam yours, Nec. 10 | 
Sir C. Davers. : 


-  MrLony, Philadelphia, October 29th, 1774. 
THE noble part your Lordſhip has acted in op- 
poſing all the diabolical meaſures of our accurſed 
iniſrulers, has encouraged me to addreſs theſe few 
lines to you. Men whoa reembarked in the glo- 
_ rious cauſe of liberty ſhould wave all ceremony. 
I ſhall therefore neither trouble you, nor myſelf 
with making apologies. Incloſed I ſend your 
Grace a copy of the different reſolves of the con- 
greſs, (though it is probable you may have re- 
ceived them before,) their addreſs to the people of 
England, to the people of Engliſh America, to the 
people of Canada, and to the King. They argue 
ſo irreſiſtibly, and they breathe ſo noble an ardor, 
that if there is the leaſt underſtanding remaining 
in your iſland, and the leaſt virtue latent, the for- 

| Wo mer 
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mer muſt be convinced, and the latter rouſed to 


action. What could put it into dur blockheads 


heads, that theſe people could be trieked out of 
their liberties by their cunning, or bullied by any 
force which they can ſend over? What devil of 
nonſenſe could inſtigate any man of General Gage's 
underſtanding to concur in bringing about this 
| deluſion? I have lately, my lord, run through 
almoſt the whole colonies, from the South to the 
North. I have converſed with all orders of men 
from the firſt eſtated gentlemen to the pooreſt 
planters, and cannot expreſs my aſtoniſhment at 
the good ſenſe and general knowledge, which per- 
vades the whole; but their elevated principles, their 
enthuſiaſm in the cauſe of freedom and their 
country, is ſtill more admirable. __ Lal wy: 
I think I ſhould not be guilty of 0 5 
in aſſerting, that there are two hundred thouſand 
ſtrong bodied active yeomanry, ready to encounter 
all hazards and dangers, ready to ſacrifice all con- 
ſiderations rather than ſurrender a title of the rights 
* which they have derived from God and their an- 
ceſtors : But this is not all, they are not like the 
yeomanry of other countries, unarmed and unuſed 
to arms; but they are all ſurniſhed arid all expert 
in the uſe. They want nothing but ſome arrange- 
ment, and this they are now bent on eſtabliſhing. 
; Virginia, Rhode Hand, and Carolina, are form- 
ing corps: Malachuſets uy has long had a ſuffi- 


..cient | 
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cient number inſtructed to become inſtructive to 
the reſt; event this Quakering province is follow- 
| ing the example. I was preſent at a review of 
ſome of their companies at Providence in Rhode 
land, and really never ſaw any thing more perfect; 
in ſhort, unleſs the banditti at Weſtminſter ſpeedi- 
ly undo every thing they have done, their royal 
paymaſter will hear of reviews and manceuvres not 
quite ſo entertaining as thoſe he is preſented with 
in Hyde Park and Winbledon Common. 

I muſt now, my dear Lord, haſten to the main 


purpoſe of this letter: As your Lordſhip is juſtly 
| conſidered as one of the moſt ſtrenuous advocates, 


and patrons of this country, and one of the moſt 


active aſſertors of the rights of mankind, I muſt 
beg leave to propoſe to you, what, had you advert- 
ed to, I am perſuaded you would have already 
adopted; it is to ſet on foot a ſubſcription for a 
relief or an indemnification for the brave ſufferers 
of Boſton. Theſe people's ſufferings and merit 
are ſo tranſcendent, that men leſs animated with 
ſentiment and public ſpirit than your Lordſhip, | 
would exert themſelves in their cauſe. A town. 
conſiſting of thirty thouſand people, perhaps of 
more eaſe and affluent circumſtances than any 
other town of the world, reduced at one ſtroke to 
beggary and wretchedneſs; every individual of 
them deprived of the means of ſupplying them- 
ſelves with a morſel of bread, but what is furniſhe 
ed to them by the precarious hand of charity; to 
= — 
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ſee a whole people ſiruvaling with the extreme of 
_ diſtreſs, not only magnanimouſly, but, chearfally, 
rather than comply with the wiſhes of brutal ty- 
rants, and thereby admit precedents injurious to 
- mankind and poſterity, is, I ſay, a ſtrain of, virtue 
almoſt too bright for modern eyes to gaze at; and 
muſt fill every breaſt, not totally dead to ſenti- 
ment and feeling, with rage, indignation, horror, 
and compaſſion. But they went further; they 
made a formal offer to the Congreſs, to abandon 
their town, with their wives, children, aged, and 
infirm, throw themſelves on the charity of the in- 
habitants of the country, or build huts in the woods 
and never reviſit their native walls, until re-eſta- 
bliſhed in the full poſſeſſion of their rights and liber-= 
ties. Your Lordſhip will ſee the Congreſs's reſolve 
on this head: Theſe inſtances, I am ſure, render 
unneceſſary any thing I could ſay to incite a man 
of your Grace's ſtamp to exertions in their favour, 
or, more properly, in favour and ſupport of hu- 
man virtue. I ſhould be very happy in receiving 
a couple of lines in anſwer ; it muſt be directed for 
me, at Richard Penn, Eſq; at Philadelphia. 


I am, my Lord, your Grace's 


true friend, admirer, and 
. Humble ſervant, 
0 1 e 
| His Grace TE TC LEE. 
5 the Duke of _ „ tin 
"4 2 Mr 
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My pear Sir, Philadelphia, June 5th, 1775. 
WE have had twenty different accounts of your 
arrival at Boſton, which have been regularly con- 
tradicted the next morning; but as I now find it 
certain that you are arrived, I ſhall not delay a ſin- 
gle inſtant addreſſing myſelf to you. It is a duty 
Towe to the friendſhip J have long and ſincerely 

profeſſed for you; a friendſhip to which you have 
the ſtrongeſt claims from the firſt moment of our 
acquaintauce. There is no man from whom I have 
received ſo many teſtimonies of eſteem and affecti- 
on; there is no man whoſe eſteem and affection 
could, in my opinion, have done me greater honour. 
I intreat and conjure you, therefore, my dear Sir, 
to impute theſe lines, not to a petulant itch of ſerib- 
bling, but to the moſt unfeigned ſollicitude for the 
future tranquillity of your mind, and ſor your repu- 
tation. I fincerely lament the infatuation of the 
times, when men of ſuch a ſtamp as Mr. Burgoyne 
and Mr, Howe can be ſeduced into ſo impious and 
» nefarious a ſervice by the artifice of a wicked and 
inſidious court and cabinet. You cannot but re- 
collec their manceuvres in your own ſelect com- 
mittee, and the treatment yourſelf as preſident 
received from theſe abandoned men, You cannot 
but recollect the black buſineſs of St. Vincents, by 
an oppoſition to which you acquired the higheſt 
and moſt deſerved honour, I ſhall not trouble 
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you with my opinion of the right of ta Ling Ames 
rica without her own conſent, as I am afraid, from 
What I have ſeen of your ſpeeches, that you have 
alteady formed your creed on this article; but ! 
will boldly affirm, had this right been eſtabliſſied 
by a thouſand ſtatutes, had America admitted it 
from time immemorial, it would be the duty of 
every good Engliſhman to exert his utmoſt to di- 
veſt parliament of this right, as it muſt inevitably 
work the ſubverſion of the whole empire. The 
malady under which the State labours, is indiſpu- 

tably derived from the inadequate repreſentation 
of the ſubject, and the valt ny influence of 
the crown: 
To add to this pecuniary influence and 3 incom- 
petency of repreſentation, is to inſure and preci- 
pitate our deſtruction. To wiſh any addition, can 

ſcarcely enter the heart of a citizen who has the 
| leaſt ſpark of public virtue, and who is at the 
| fame time capable of ſeeing conſequences the moſt 
immediate. I appeal, Sir, to your own conſcience, 

to your experience and knowledge of our court 

| and parliament, and | requeſt you to lay your hand 

upon your heart, and then anſwer with your uſual 
"Integrity and frankneſs, whether on the ſuppoſition 

America ſhould be abject enough to ſubmit to 

the terms impoſed,” you think a ſingle guinea 

raiſed upon her would be applied to the purpoſe, 
las it is oftentatiouſly held out to deceive the peo- 
b at home, of eaſing the mother country? Or 
whether 
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| whether you are not convinced that the hols they | 
could extract, would be applied ſolely to Keep up 
Fill further the enormous fund for corrupticn 
which the Crown already poſſeſſes, and of which 
a moſt diabolical uſe is made. On theſe princi- | 
len, I fay, Sir, every good Engliſhman, abſtracted 
of all regard for America, muſt oppoſe her being 
taxed by the Britith parliament ; for my own part, 
Tam convinced that no argument, (not totally ab- 
horrent from the ſpirit of liberty, and the Britiſh 
conflituticn,) can be produced in ſupport of this 
right. But it would be impertinent to trouble you | 
upon a ſubject which has been ſo amply, and, in 
my opinion, ſo fully diſcuſſed. I find by a {peech 
given as yours in the public papers, that it was by 
the King's poſitive command you embarked in 
this ſervice. I am ſomewhat pleaſed that it is not 
an offize Qt your own ſezking, though, at the ſame 
time, I muſt confeſs, that it is very alarming to. 
every virtuous citizen, when he ſees men of ſenſe 
and integrity, (becauſe of a certain profeſſion,) lay 
it down as a rule implicitly to obey the mandates. 
of a court, be they ever ſo flagitious. It furniſnes, 
in my opinion, the beſt argument for the total re- 
: duction 'of the army. But lam running into a 
tedious eſſay, whereas I ought to confine myſelf to 
the main deſign and purpoſe of this letter, which: 
is to guard you and your colleagues from thoſe 
prejudices which the ſame miſcreants, who have 
| infatuated General * and — ſurround him, 
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will labour to inſſil into you againſt a brave, loyal, 
and moſt deſerving people. The avenues of truth 


will be ſhut up to you, I aſſert, Sir, that even 
General Gage will deceive you, as he has deceived 


himſelf; 1 do not ſay he will do it defignedly ; | 


do not think him capable: But his mind is ſo * 


totally poiſoned, and his underſtanding fo totally 


| blinded by the ſociety of fools and knaves, that he 
no longer is capable of diſcerning facts as manifeſt 
as noon day ſun. I aſlert, ' Sir, that his letters to 
the miniſtry, (at leaſt, ſuch as the public have ſeen,) 


are one continued tiſſue of miſtepreſentation, in- 
juſtice, and tortured inferences from miſtated facts. 


Wi affu m, Sir, that he has taken no pains to inform 


himſelf of the truth; that he has never converſ- 


ed with a man who has had the courage or ho- 
neſty to tell him the truth. I am apprehenſive 
that you and your colleagues may fall into the 


ſame trap, and it is the apprehenſion that you may 


be inconſiderately hurried by the vigour and acti- 
vity you poſſeſs into meaſures which may be fatal 


to many innocent individuals, may hereafter 


wound your own feelings, and which cannot poſ- 
ſübly ſerve the cauſe of thoſe who ſent you, that 
has prompted me to addreſs theſe lines to you. I 
moſt devoutly wiſh, that your induſtry, valour and 
military talents, may be reſerved for a more ho- 


noutable and virtuous ſervice, againſt the natural 
enemies of your country, (to whom our Court are 
© — * ) and not be waſted in inef- 

Kecual 


1 


Cam). 


' feQtual attempts to reduce to the e ſtate 5 
of ſervitude, the moſt meritorious part of your 

fellow ſubjects. I ſay, Sir, that any attempts to 

accompliſh this purpoſe mult be ineffectual. You 

cannot poſſibly ſucceed. No man is better acquaint- 
ed with the {tate of this continent than myſelf, I 
have ran through almoſt the whole colonies from 
the North to the South, and from the South to the 
North. I have converſed with all orders of men, 
from the firſt eſtated gentlemen, to the loweſt 
planters and farmers, and can aſſure you that the 
ſame ſpirit animates the whole. Not leſs than one 
hundred and fifty thouſand gentlemen, yeomen, 
and farmers, are now in arms, determined to pre- 


ſerve their liberties or periſh. As to the idea that 


the Americans are deficient in courage, it is too ri= 
diculous and glaringly falſe to deſerve a ſerious re= 
futation. I never could conceive upon what this 
notion was founded; I ſerved feveral campaigns 
in America the laſt war, and cannot recolle& a 
ſingle inſtance of ill behaviour in the provincials, 
where the regulars acquitted themſelves well. In- 
deed we well remember ſome inſtances of the re- 
verſe, particularly where the late Colonel Grant, 
(he who lately pledged himſelf for the general 
cowardice of America,) ran away with a large body 
ol his own regiment, and was ſaved from deſtructi- 
on, by the valour of a few Virginians. Such prepoſ- 
terous arguments are only proper for the Rigbys 
and e from whoſe mouths never iſſued, 
and 
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and to whoſe breaſt, . truth and decency. are' pte 
ſtrangers. You will much oblige me in commu- 
nicating this jetter to General Howe, to whom þ 


could wiſh it ſhould be conſidered in lome meaſu re 

addreſſed; as well as to yourſelf, Mr. Howe is a 
man for whom | have ever had the higheſt, love 
and reverence. | have honoured him for his own. 


| connections, but above all, for his admirable talents f 
and good qualities. 1 have courted 5 his acquaint- 
ance and fre -ndihip, not only as a pleaſure, but as 
0 ornament; 1 flattered myſelf that I had obtained 

Gracious God! | is it pollible that Mr. Howe 
Mond be prevailed upon to accept ſuch an office! 


that the brother of him, to whoſe memory the 


much injured people of Boſton erected a monu- 


ment, ſhould be employed as one of the inſtru- 


ments of their deſtruction But the faſhion of the 


times it ſeems is ſuch, as renders it impoſlible that 


be ſhould avoid it. The commands of our. moſt 


gracious ſovereign, are to cancel all moral obliga- 


tions, to. ſanctify every action, even thoſe that the 
ſatrap of an Eaſtern deſpot would ſtart at. I ſhall 
no beg leave to ſay a few words with reſpect to 


my my ſelf and the part I act. I was bred up from my 


infancy | in the higheft veneration for the liberties of 


mankind | in general. What J have. ſeen of Courts 


and princes, convinces me that power cannot be. 


lodged i in worſe hands than in theirs; and: of all 


cCourts J am perſuaded that ours is the moſt corrupt 


and hoſtile to the rights of humanity. I am con- 
vinced, 


# 
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vinced, that a regular plan has been laid, indeed 


every act ſince the preſent acceſſion evinces it, to 


PE Sou even the ſhadow. of liberty from amongſt 


| It was not the demolition of the tea, it was 
not t any other particular act of the Boſtonians, or 
of the other provinces, which conſtituted their 
crimes; but it is the noble ſpirit of liberty mani- 
ſeſtly weeveding the whole continent, which has 


rendered them the objects of miniſterial and royal 
vengeance. | Had they been notoriouſly of another 


 diſpolition, had they been homines ad ſervitudinem, 


paratos, they might have made as free with the 


property of the Eaſt India Company as the felo- 


nious North himſelf with i impunity. But the lords 
of St. James's and their mercenaries of St. Ste- 
phen's will know, that as long as the free ſpirit of 
this great continent remains unſubdued, the pro- 


greſs they can make in their ſcheme of univerſal 


deſpotiſm, will be but trifing. Hence it is, that 
they wage inexpiable war againſt America, In 


ſhort, this is the laſt aſſy lum of perſecuted liberty. 


Here ſhould the machinations and fury of her ene- 
mies prevail, that bright Goddeſs muſt fly off from 
the face of the earth, and leave not a trace behind. 


Theſe, Sir, are my principles; this is my perſua- 
ſion, and conſequently I am determined to act. 


1 have now, Sir, only to entreat, that whatever. 


meaſures you purſue, whether thoſe which your 
real friends (myſelf amongſt them) would wiſh, or 


h naborturiately thoſe which our accurſed miſrulers. 


ſhall 
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wall dictate, you will ill believe me to be per- 
pe with the greateſt ſincerity and affection, 
Tours, dee. 


and: 1 
Sen. Burgoyne. 


Doan Sta, . ä | 
WHEN we were laſt together | in ee 1 out ; 
not have thought it within the viciſſitude of human 

affairs that we ſhould meet at any time, or in any 

ſenſe as foes: the letter you have honoured me 

with, and my own feelings combine to prove we 
are far from being perſonally ſuch. 
claim no merit from the attentions you ſo kind - 
ly remember, but as they manifeſt how much it 
was my pride to be known for your friend: Nor 
have I departed from the duties of that character, 
when I will not ſcruple to ſay, it has been almoſt 
a general offence to maintain it: I mean fince the 
violent part you have taken in the commotions of 
the colonies. It would exceed the limits and pro- 
priety of our preſent correſpondence to argue at 
uy the great cauſe in which we are engaged. 
But, 
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But, anxious to preſerve a conſiſtent and ingenuous 
character, and jealous, I confeſs, of having the 
part I ſuſtain imputed to ſuch motives as you inti- 
mate, I will ſtate to you as conciſely as I can, the 
principles upon which, not voluntarily, but moſt 
_ conſcientiouſly, I undertook it. 
lh have, like you, entertained from my infancy, a 
veneration for public liberty. I have likewiſe re- 
garded the Britiſh conſtitution, as the beſt ſafe- 
guard of that bleſſing to be found in the hiſtory of 
. The R principle of the conſtitution, 
in which it moves and has its being, is the ſupre- 
macy of the King in Parliament, a compound, in- 
definite, indefenſible power, co-eval with the origin 
of the empire, and co- extenſive over all its parts; 
Jam no ſtranger to the doctrines of Mr. Locke 
and other of che beſt advocates for the rights of 
mankind, upon the compact always implied be- 
| tween the governing and governed, and the right 
of reſiſtance in the latter, when the compact ſhall 
be ſo violated as to leave no other means of redrels. 
L lock with reverence almoſt amounting to idola- 
try, upon thoſe immortal men who adopted and 
applied ſuch doftrine, during part of the reign of 
Charles the Firſt, and that of James the Second, 
| ſhould corruption pervade the three eſtates of the 
realm, ſo as to prevent the great ends of their in- 
ſtitution, and make the power veſted in them for 
the good of the whole people operate like an abuſe 
vpon the prerogative of the Crown to general 


vppret: 2 
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oppreſſion, I am ready to acknowledge, that the 
fame docttine of reſiſtance applies as. forcibly 
againſt the abuſes of the collective body of power, 
as againſt thoſe of the Crown, or either of the 
component branches ſeparately : Mill always un- 
derſtood that no other means of redreſs can be ob- 
tained. A caſe, I contend, much more difficult to 
ſuppoſe when it relates to the whole, than when it 
relates to parts. But in all caſes that have exiſted, 
or can be conceived, I hold, that reſiſtance, to be 
juſtifiable, muſt be directed againſt the uſurpation 
or undue exerciſe of power, and that it is moſt 
criminal when directed againſt any Peer itſe f in- 
herent | in the conſtitution. 
And here you will diſcern immediately why l 
diew a line in the alluſion I made above to the 
reign of Charles the Firſt. Towards the clofe of 
it the true principle of reſiſtance was changed, and 
2 new ſyſt=rm, of government projected accordingly. 
The pat: iots, previous to the long parliament, and 
during great part of it, as well as the glorious] Re- 
volution ſis of 1681, reſiſted to vindicate and re- 
ſtore the conſtitution ; ; the republicans relificd, to. 
ſubvert it. 5 
Now, Sir, lay your hand upon your. heart, as. 
you have enjoined me todo on mine, and, tell me, 
to, which of theſe purpoſes do the proceedings of 
America tend? Is it the weight of taxes impoſed, 
and the poſſibility of relief after due repreſentation 
15 burthens, that has induced her to take up. 
arms? 


, * » a * . L £ at 


arms ? Or is it a Jena of "ie legiſlative right of 


Great Britain, to impoſe them, and conſequently a 


ſtruggle for total independency ? For this idea of 
a power that can tax externally and not inte rally, 
and all the ſophiſity that attends it, though it may 
catch the weakneſs and prejudices of the multi- 
rude ina (peech or a pamphlet, is too prepoſterous 
to weigh ſeriouſly with a man of your underſtand- | 
ing, and lam perſuaded you will admit the wer 
lion fairly put. 

Ils it then for a relief from taxes? or from the « con- 
troul of parlia ment “in all caſes whatſoever,” 
that we are in war? If, for the former, the quarrel _ 

is at an end. There is not a man of ſenſe{and infor - 

mation in America, who does not ſee it is in the 
power of the colonies to obtain a relinquiſhment of 
the exerciſe of taxation immediately and for ever. 

I boldly aſſert it, becauſe ſenſe and information 

muſt alſo ſuggeſt to every man, that it can ne ver 

be the intereſt of Britain to make a ſecond trial. 
But if the other ground is taken, and it is 9 
ed to wreſt from Great Britain a link of that ſub- 
ſtantial, and, I hope, perpetual chain, by which 
the empire holds, think it not a miniſterial man- 
date; think it not a mere profeſſional ardour ; 
think it not prejudice againſt any part of our fel- 
low ſubjects, that induces men of integrity, and 
among ſuch, you have done me the honour to 
| clals me, to act with vigour, But be aſſured it is 
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gonviction, that the whole of our political fiſtem 
depends upon preſerving entire its great and eſſen- 
tial parts; and none is ſo great and eſſential as the 
ſupremacy of legiſlation. It is conviction, that as 
the king of England never appears in ſo glorious a 
Capacity as when he employs the executive power 
of the ſtate to maintain the laws, ſo in the preſent 
exertions of that power, his Majeſty is particularly 
entitled to our zeal and grateful obedience, not | 
only as ſoidiers, but as citizens. 
Theſe principles, depend upon it, aQuate the 
army and fleet throughout : and let me at the 
ſame time add, there are few, if any, gentlemen 
among us who would have drawn his ſword in the 
cauſe of ſlavery. But why do I confine myſelf to 
the fleet andarmy ? I affirm, the ſentiments I here 
touch, to be thoſe of the great bulk of the nation. 
I appeal even to thoſe trading towns which are 
ſufferers by the difpute, and the city of London at 
the head of them, notwithſtanding the petitions 
and remonſtrances that the arts of parties and fac- 
tions have extorted from ſome individuals; and 
laſt, becauſe, leaſt in your favour, I appeal to the 
ma jorities of the laſt year upon American queſti- 
ons in parliament. The moſt licentious news- 
Vriter wants aſſurance to call theſe majorities mi- 
niſterial; much leſs will you, when you impartially 
examine the characters of which they were in a 
great degree compoſed; men of the moſt 
independent Principles and fortunes, and many 
of 
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of them profeſſedly in oppofition in 

general line of conduct. 1525 
Among other ſupporters of Britiſh rights againſt 
American claims, I will not ſpeak poſitively, but, 
T firmly believe, I may name the men of whoſe 
integrity and judgment you have the higheſt opi- 
nion, and whoſe friendſhip is neareſt your heart: I 
mean Lord Thanet, from whom my aid de camp 
has a letter for you, with another from Sir C. Da- 
vers. I do not incloſe them, becauſe the writers 
little imagining how difficult your conduct would 
render our intercourſe] defired they might ve deli- | 
vered into your hands. 

For this purpoſe, as well as to renew © the: rights 
ol our fellowſhip,” I wiſh to ſee you; and, above 
all, Iſhould think an interview happy if it induced 
ſuch explanations as might tend, in their conſe- 
quences, to peace. I feel, in common with all 
around me, for the unhappy deluded bulk of this 
country: they foreſce not the diſtreſs that is im- 
pending. I know Great Britain is ready to open 


her arms upon the firſt reaſonable overtures of ac- 


commodation: I know ſhe is equally reſolute to 
maintain her original right; and I alſo know, that if 
the war proceeds, your hundred and fifty thouſand 
men will be no match for her power. I put my 
honour to. theſe aſſertions as you. have done to 
others; and I claim the credit I am willing to give. 
The place I would propoſe for our meeting, is 
| ** houſe on Boſton Neck, juſt within ouradvange 
ed 
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ed ſentries, called Brown's Houfe: I will Seit | 


authority to give you my parole of honour for your 
ſecure return. I ſhall expect the ſame on your 


part, that no inſult be offered me. If the propofal 


18 agreeable to you, name your day and hour : - - 
-- and at all events, accept a fincere return of 
the aſſurances yoo honour me with, and believe 


me, 


| AﬀeAionately Your's, 


J BURGOYNE, 


P. 8. T have — 1 e by buſineſs, an- 


ſwering your letter ſooner. I obeyed your com- 
mands in regard to General Howe and Clinton; 
and I likewiſe communicated to Lord Percy the 


contents of your letter and my anſwer. They all 
Join with me in compliments, and authoriſe me to 


aſſure you they do the ſame in principles. 


* Cambridge, Head nh, July Iich, 1775 
- GENERAL LEE'S compliments to General 


Burgoyne: would be extremely happy in the in- 


terview he ſo kindly el but as he per- 


ceives, 5 


( 7) 


1 ceives, that General Burgoyne has already mak | 


up his mind on this great ſubject, and that it is 


| impoſſible that he (General Lee) ſhould ever alter 
his opinion, he is apprehenſive that the interview 
might create thoſe jealouſies and ſuſpicions ſo natu- 
ral to a people ſtruggling in the deareſt of all cauſes, 
that of their liberty, property, wives, children, and 
their future generations. He muſt therefore, defer 
the happineſs of embracing a man whom he moſt. 

ſincerely loves, until the ſubverſion of the preſent 
' tyrannical miniſtry and ſyſtem, which he is per- 
| ſuaded muſt be in a few months, as he knows 
Great Britain cannot ſtand the conteſt, He begs 
General Burgoyne will ſend the letters which his 
aid de camp has for him. If Gardiner: is bis ad de 
camp, he deſires his love to him. ; 


"+ 7 * 


| | Camp on Proſpect Hill, Dec. iſ, 19990. 
De AR Sin, . „ 

As Tam juſt informed you are ready to embark 
for England, I cannot refrain from once more 
treſpaſſing « on your patience. An opportunity is 
now preſented of immortalizing yourſelf as the 
ſaviour of your country. The whole Britiſh em- 
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pire Rands hteride: on the brink of ruin; and yo 
have it in your power to prevent the fatal cataſtro- 
phe ; but it will admit of no delay. For Heaven's 
fake avail yourſelf of the precious moment: put 
an end to the delufion ! exert | the voice of a 
brave, virtuous citizen; and tell the people at 
home, that they muſt immediately reſcind all 
their impolitic, iniquitous, tyrannical, murderous. 
ars; that they muſt overturn the whole frantic 
ſyſtem; or that they are undone. You aſk me, in 
your letter, if it is independence at which the 
| Amerizans aim? Tanſwer, No; the jdea never 
entered a fingle American's head; until the moſt 
intolerable oppreſſion Torced it upon them. All 
they required was, to remain maſters of their 
-own property, and be governed by the ſame equit- 
able laws which they had enjoyed from the firſt 
formation of the Colonies. The ties of connec 
tion which bound them to their parent country, 
were fo dear to them, that he who would have 


ventured to touch am, would have been con- 


fidered as the moſt impious of mortals ; but 
_ theſe ſacred ties, the fame men, who have violated 
or baffled the moſt precious laws and rights of 
the -people at home, diſſipated, or refuſed to ac- 
count for their treaſures, tarniſhed the glory, and 
annihilated the importance of the nation: theſe 


ſacred. ties, I ſay, ſo dear to every American, 


Bute and his Tory adrminifiration. are now rend- 
A under ; | ov ates. 


You 


ke 


I 
8 


11 


You aſk; whether it is the weight of taxes of 


which they complain? I anſwer, No: It is the 


principle they combat, and they would be guilty 


in the eyes of God and men, of the preſent world, 
and all poſterity, did they not reject it; for if it 
were admitted, they would have nothing that they 
could call their own ; they would be in a worfe 


Condition than the wretched lin ves in the Wen 


India Iſlands, whoſe little peculium has ever bee 
eſteemed inviolate. Bur, wherefore ſhould I dwell 


on this ? Is not the caſe with Ireland the ſame with 
_ theirs? They are ſubordindte to the Britiſh em- 
pire; they are ſubordinate to the Parliament of 
Gteat Britain, but they tax themſelves. Why, as 
the caſe is ſimilar, do you begin with them? But 


you khow, Mr. Burgoyne, audacious as the minif= 


try are, they dare not attempt it. There is one 


part of your letter which, I confeſs I do not under- 


ſtand. If H recolle& right, {for 1, unfortunately, 
have not the letter by me, ] you ſay, that if the pri- 


vilege of taxing themſelves is what the Americans 


claim, the conteſt is at an end. You ſurely can 

not allude to the propoſitions of North. It is im- 
- Poffible that you ſhould not think, with me and all 
"mankind, that theſe propoſitions are no more or 


leſs than adding to a moſt abominable oppreſſion, 


a more abominable inſult, But, to recur to the 
_ queſtion of Americans aiming at independenee : 


Do any inſtructions of any one of the provinces to 


| omar repreſentatives, or delegates, furniſh the leaſt 


a0 - | | groubs 


( $@-): 


ground for this ſuſpicion? On the contrary, do 
they not all breathe the ſtrongeſt attachment and 
filial piety to their parent country? But if ſhe diſ- 
cards all the natural tenderneſs of a mother, and 


acts the part of a cruel ſtep-dame, it muſt natural- 
ly be expected that their affections will ceaſe; the 


miniſtry leave them no alternative, au ſerviri, aut 


alienari jubent; it is in human nature; it is a moral 


obligation to adopt the latter. But the fatal ſepa- 


ration has not yet taken place, and yourſelf, your 
ſingle ſelf, my friend, may, perhaps, prevent it. 


Upon the miniſtry, Iam afraid, you can make no 
impreſſion; for, to repeat a hackneyed quotation, | 


5 They are in blood | 
| Stepp'd i in fo far, that, ſhould they wade no more, 
To return would be as tedious as go 0'er. 


"But, if you will at once break off all conneQiorts 


with theſe pernicious men; if you will wave all 
- conſideration, but the ſalvation of your country, 


Great Britain may ſtand as much indebted to 
General Burgoyne, as Rome was to her Camillus. 
Do not, Tentreat you, my dear Sir, think this the 


mad rhapſody of an enthuſiaſt, nor the cant of 

a factious deſigning man; for, in theſe colours, 
IJ am told, I am frequently painted. I ſwear 
dy all that's ſacred, as I hope for comfort and 
honour in this world, and to avoid miſery in 


the next, that I moſt earneſtly and devoutly love 
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my native country; that I wiſh the ſame happy 
relation to ſubſiſt for ages betwixt her and her 
children, which has raiſed the wide arch of her 
empire to ſo ſtupendous and enviable a height; but 
at the ſame time I avow, that if the parliament 
and people ſhould be depraved enough to ſupport 
any longer the preſent miniftry in their infernal 
ſcheme, my zeal and reverence for the rights: of 
| hnmanity are ſo much greater than my fondneſs 
for any particular ſpot, even the place of my na- 
tivity, that, had I any influence in the councils of 
America, I would adviſe not to heſitate a ſingle 
inſtant, but deciſively to cut the Gordian knot, 
now beſmeared with civil blood. 
This, I know, is ſtrong emphatic language, and 
might paſs, with men who are ſtrangers to the 


flame which the love of liberty is capable of light 


ing up in the human breaſt, for a proof of my inſa- 
nity ; but you, Sir, unleſs I have miſtaken you 
from the beginning, will conceive, that a man, 
in his ſober ſenſes, may poſleſs ſuch feelings. In 
my ſober ſenſes, therefore, permit me once more 
moſt earneſtly to entreat and conjure you to exert 
your whole force, energy, and tajents to ſtop the 
miniſtry in this their headlong career. If you 
labour in vain, (as, I muſt repeat, I think will be 
the caſe,) addreſs yourſelf to the people at large. 
By adopting this method, I am ſo ſanguine, as to 
aſſure myſelf of your ſucceſs; and your public 
Exaracter will be as illuſtrious as your perſonal 
qualities ; 


"© 1 ) 


qualities are amiable to all who intimately know 
you. By your means the Coloniſts will long con- 
tinue the farmers, planters, and ſhipwrights of 
Great Britain; but if the preſent courſe is per- 
ſiſted in, an mene divorce muſt inevitably take 
place. As to the idea of ſubduing them into ſer- 
vitude, and indemoifying yourſelves for the ex- 
pence, you mult be convinced long before his 
of its abſurdity. 

I ſhould not, perhaps, be extravagant, if I ad- 
vanced, that all the ſhips of the world would be 
too few to tranſport force ſufficient to conquer 
three millions of people, unanimouſly determined 
to ſacrifice eveiy thing to liberty; but, if it were 
poſſible, the victary would not be leſs ruinous 
than the defeat. You would only deſtroy your 
own ſtrength. No revenue can poſſibly be exacted 
out of this country. The army of place- men might 
be encreaſed, but her circuitous commerce, 
founded on perfect freedom, which alone can far- 
niſh riches to the metropolis, would fall to the 
ground. But the dignity of Great Britain, it 
ſeems, is at ſtake, Would you, Sir, if in the 
heat of paſſion you had ſtruck a ſingle drummer 
of your regiment, and afterwards diſcovered 
that you had done it unjuſtly, think it any for- 
feiture of your dignity to acknowledge the wrong? 
No: I am well acquainted with your diſpoſition, 
you would aſk him Pardon at the head of Your 
regiment. - 


I ſhall : 


6 
1 ſhall ; naw conclude (if you will excuſe the pe- 
1 with a ſentence of Latin: Juſum eſt bellum 
qui llus ueceſſarium, et pia arma quibus nulla, niſi in armis, 
reliuquitur ſpes. I moſt ſincerely wiſh you a quick 
and proſperous voyage, and that your happineſs 
Fi and glory may be _ to the ea Lhave of your 
= merits, as, | 


3 I am, with the greateſt truth and affeAian, 
= I eee, 


J - __.. _—— 
Major Gen. Burgoyne. | 


Sc cone 1776. 

IN my letter, lately ſent into Boſton, all politi- 

cal diſquifition was deſignedly avoided. I did 

not avail myſelf of the advantages which the ſacred 

cauſe of my country, of liberty, and of human na- 

ture, manifeſtly gave me over Mr. Gage. I re- 

monſtrated with you in decent terms, with reſpe& 
to the hard and ee treatment hey, as 1 


FS -@- * +4 


Amaia, whom the Lakin of war. Mans or an 
erroneous opinion of your hongur, had thrown into 
your hands. In anſwer to this remonſtrance, we 
e | are 


(364): 


are inſulted with the moſt outrageous language, 
and abuhve epithets. Were we, Sir, the worſt of 


tray tors; had we conſpired to ſubvert the liberties 


of our fellow ſubjects; had we conſpired to re- 


eſtabliſh on the throne the» expelled tyrants of the 

Stuart houſe; or, could we be charged with any 
notorious breach of faith; had we, for inſtance, 
| ſeduced ſome part of the troops under your com- 
mand, upon certain conditions, into a ſurrender of 


their arms, and afteryards violated our engage- 


ment, the ſtyle which you aſſume would ſcarcely 
be juſtifiable. obs 

Lou affect, Sir, to deſpiſe all rank not derived 
from the ſame ſource with your own; to ſpeak, 
as | think, with becoming pride, it is impoſſible 
to conceive a more honourable ſource than that to 
which I owe my preſent ſtation. I was called to it 
by. the voice of the freely choſen delegates of a 
virtuous and uncorrupt people. Yours, for aught 
1 know, and, as I am told, is frequently the caſe, - 
might have been obtained by connections with 
ſome proſtitute part of a proſtitute Houſe of Com- 
mons. Sera 
Jou threaten us, Sir, with a cord: Sous, Sei, : 
I dare you to it. Although my nature deen 
at the thought, neceſſity will force us to retaliate; ; 
and we have it in our power, Mr. Gage, to make. 
a ten-fold retaliation, 


Lou have the confidence. to appeal to that 


Almighty God whoſe every law you have violated. 


- 


Let 


N 
nz 
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Let thar Almighty God, to whom'the rightswand® 
happineſs of his creatures cannot be indifferent, 
judge then between us. When the great and tre- 
mendous day ſhall arrive; when all mortals are to 
render a ſtrict account, which, do you apprehend, © 
Sir, will have the greateſt reaſon to tremble? The 
virtuous citizen, now forced to arms by the hands 
of tyranny; in arms not to rob, ſpoil, and invade; 
not as mercenary inſtruments to gratify the luſt, 
ambition, avarice, or revenge of ſceptered rob- 
bers or wicked miniſters, but to defend their wives, 
children and houſehold goods, and to deliver down 


to their poſterity the bright inheritance of freedom 


they received from their fore-fathers: which, T once © 


more demand, ſhall, on that dreadful day, have 
the greateſt reaſon to tremble? The citizens en- 


gaged in this righteous cauſe, or thoſe men, who 


by artifice, miſrepreſentation, and falſehood, have 


: not only ſtained this fair continent with the blood 


of her children, but ſhaken the mighty e of 


Britain to her foundation. 
1 ſhall now, Sir, cloſe my correſpoudiines with" 


you, perhaps for ever, aſſuring you, that the in- 


telligence you have received, with reſpect to the 
harſh treatment of the priſoners in our poſſeſſion, 


is as remote from fact, as that which you have 


conſtantly tranſmitted to the miniſtry, when ſpeak- 
ing of the principles and deſigns of America. Not 
only the officers and ſoldiers have been treated with 
the tenderneſs due to ſellow-citizens and brethren, 

but 


4 
ga 
N 
* 
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but even thoſe excerable parricides horn amongſt 

us, who have aimed their daggers at the vitals of 

their parent, have been protected from the tory of 

| od maſt juſtly enraged people. . 

I I ſhall now, Sir, only add, that ker the farce, 
whatever made of conduct yau ſhall think proper | 


to obſerve towards thoſe of eur people ho are in 

your euſtady, ſuch exactly ane abe — | 

a een . in Wen, 55 1 ö 1 
© am, Sir, 


Your moſt ahedient, . 1 | — 1 
Humble ſeryatit, £4 
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W  Qumbridge, m 
1 LITTLE thought the time could ever arrive 
when I ſhould not run with eagerneſs to embrace 
Mr. Gage. Whether it is from a cynical diſpoſi- 
tion, or a laudable miſanthropy, whether it is to 
my credit or difcredit, I know not; but it is moſt 


certain, that I have had a real affection for very 
few 
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| few men; but that theſe few I have od with 
_ warmth, zeal, and ardour. Tou, Sir, amongſt 


theſe few, I ſwear by all that is ſacred, have ever 


held one of the foremoſt places. I reſpected your 
_ underſtanding, liked your manners, and perfectly 


adared the qualities of your heart, Theſe, Sir, 
are my reaſons, paradoxical as they may appear to 
many, that I naw avoid what I heretofore ſhould 
have thought an happineſs. Were you perſon» 


ally indifferent to me, I ſhould, perhaps, from 


curioſity, appear in the circle of your levee ; but 


I hold in ſuch abhorrence the conduct, temper, 
and ſpirit of our preſent court; more particularly 
their preſent diabolical meaſures with reſpect ta 


this country fills me with ſo much horror and 
indignation, that I cannot bear to ſee a man, 
from whom my affections can never be weaned, 


in the capacity of one of their inſtruments; as 1 


am convinced that the court of Tiberius, or Philip 


the Second, were not more treacherous and hoſtile 


to the rights of mankind than the preſent court of 
Great Britain. I cannot help thinking it one of 
the greateſt curſes fallen on mankind, that they 
ſhould be endued with ſuffieient art ta ſeduce or 
delude men of the beſt hearts and heads. My 
Lord Chatham himſelf was for a time their dupe ; 

and poor York was entrapped for his deſtruction. 
1 believe, Sir, 1 know the tricks and inſidiouſneſs 


of the Cabinet better than you do. I have no 


doubt, but they were hard ſet to work upon you. 


tt) 


May God Almighty extricate you, with honour and 
_ fafety, from their clutches! I know not whether the 
people of America will be ſucceſsful in their ſtrug⸗ 


gles for liberty; I think it moſt probable they will, 


from what I have ſeen in my progreſs through the 
: colonies. So noble a ſpirit pervades all orders of 
men, from the firſt eſtated gentlemen to the loweſt 


' planters, that I think they muſt be victorious. 


moſt devoutly wiſh they may; for if the machi- 
nations of their enemies prevail, the bright god- 


deſs, Liberty, muſt, like her ſiſter Aſtræa, utterly 


abandon the earth, and leave not a wreck behind. 


She has, by a damned conſpiracy of kings and 
_ miniſters, been totally driven from the other 
hemiſphere. Here is her Jaſt ay um; here] m_ 


ſne may fix her abode. 
I have now, Sir, only to entreat, that as knaves 
and fools will probably, from defigh and mi- 


underſtanding, exaggerate, disfigure, and diſtort 


what I do, and what I ſay, you will be upon your 
guard, particularly when it relates to yourſelf. 
Though it is difficult to ſeparate the man from the 


office, ſhould it be reported that I ever ſpeak of 


you in terms of diſreſpect, I entreat, that you will 


flight the report, Iam not capable of it. A 
perſonal friendſhip for Mr. Gage has taken too 
deep root in my breaſt; though, were you my 
brother, twinned at a birth, J muſt wiſh to defeat 


the purpoſes of thoſe by whoſe inſtructions Go- 
vernor Gage muſt act. 


As 


% 


N 
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As to North, my opinion of bim i iS this land! * 
have known him a long time, that did he hear of a 
ſingle freeman in the remoteſt part of the world, 
he would willingly put his country to the expence 
of furniſhing forth an army and fleet for the ſole 
_ pleaſure of deſtroying that ſingle freeman. I know, 
Sir, you will do me the juſtice to believe that I am 
not acting a part; that no affectation has place in 
my conduct. Vou have known me long enough, 

I fatter myſelf, to be perſuaded, that zeal for the 
liberties of my country and the rights of mankind, 
has been my predominant. paſſion, May God 
Almighty bleſs you, Sir, and, with honour to you, 
diſſolve the ſpell which has charmed you into a ſitu- 
ation ſo incompatible with the excellence of your 
natural diſpoſition. Excuſe the length, and, if it 
appears to you, the impertinence, of this; "Hes 
and believe me, 

With great eſteem, $6 


4 


Your” 1 


CHARLES LEE: 
Gen. Gage. | 
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My _ Palees, 
I HAVE not for a long tine tead any pers 


 formanice with ſo much pleaſure, as the patagrapl: 


in the public papers announcing your ſafe return. 


I congratulate your country, your friends, and par- 
ticularly myſelf, on this happy event. As I moſt. 


_— love and honour you, I ſhould have 
been pleaſed, ih common with all mankind, had 


your hopes and expectations been anfwered in 
their full extefit; but, as your individual friend, 


fan completely atinfied ; for the attempt is ſuffi- 
client to immertalite you. A young man of your 
rank and affluent eireumſtances, giving up his 
eaſe, pleaſure, and connections, to encounter 
Mountains, and even to riſk the taking up his re- 


in any age or nation; but the inglorious inſipid 
character of the preſent age heightens the lufire of 
the enterprize. 

Once more, my fr Phipps, 1 congratulate 


you and all your friends on your ſafe return; 
and the honour which is your due, and which is 


not paid you at home, come to this country, where 


your praifes are ſung daily; but your political 
parliamentary conduct has the largeſt ſhare of their 
panegyrick. Their opinion of your integrity, 
talents, and conſiſtency, is very high ; and I hope 
wo. | | you 


| lence in the thrilling regions ef thick Ribbedia, 
for the public benefit, would have appeared heroic 
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cd tricks, have recourſe to their paltry fineſſes, may 


thouſand freſh coloniſts, half Germans, half Iriſd, 


Four large military townſhips are immedi 
be eſtabliſhed 01 the Miſſiſſipi. I leave you to 
| judge, whether it will be caſy to dragoon Þ nu- 


ence ſome of their capital ports; but theſe teafings 
and inſults will only ſerve to ſhew the abſurdity of 
Jour miniſter" $ policy 1 in a more ſtrikiag light, by 


giving a unanimity to theſe people equal to their 
effectual ſtrength, when they may {et at defiance | 


(* 3 


you vill believe that I do not labour to weaken 
it. By all that is ſacred, theſe. are a fine people, 
liberal, enlightened, ſenſible and firm. Your 
Mansfields and Norths may play over their wretch- 


bluſter and bellow, but they will never be able 
to trick. or frighten theſe men out of their libettize; 
They are too acute and vigilant for the former to 
avail, and much tod ſtrong for the latter. Twelve 


were imported this year into Philadelphia alone, 


| and not a much leſs number into the colonies of 


Virginia and New-York. The banks of Hudſon's 


River, of the Mohawk, Suſquehannah, Juniatta, 


and the Ohio, from the Monongahela downwards 
thirty miles, which at the peace were totally a 
deſert, are become one continued chain of, villages. 


[ately to 


merous a people for any length of time. Ships of 
war, it is true, may inſult, and put fo inconveni= 


the machinations, not only of an - earthly, but of 


5 the \nferaal potentate kimſelf and his miniftry, 
3055 . Egregious 


( 352 5 


Egregious n their folly encreaſes every 
day; no ſooner are they out of one bad ſcrape, but 
they get into a worſe. as 

This bleſſed tea project meets with, a ab er 
Full as vigorous, though more regular and tem- 
perate than the ſtamp act. The coloniſts, one 
and all, have entered into the moſt ſolemn obliga - 

tions to ſend ir back to its exporters, and conti- 
nue furniſhing themſelves from the Dutch; ſo that 
by the ingenuity of our miniſtry, ſmuggling is ren- 
r 

182 deſunt, 


. Sin, t | Stamford, Jan. 22d, 1776, | 
AS General Waſhington has informed the Con- 
greſs of his motives for detaching me, it is needleſs 
to trouble you upon the ſubject; J am, therefore, 
only to inform you, that I have collected a body 
of about twelve hundred men from the colony of 
Connecticut, whoſe zeal and ardour, demonſtrated 
on this occaſion, cannot be ſufficiently* praiſed. 
With this body I am marching directly to New- 
Tork, to execute the different purpoſes for which 
Il Fam detached. I am ſenſible, Sir, that nothing 
can carry the air of greater preſumption, than a 


ſervant's intruding his opinion, unatked, upon 
3 | | his | 


7 


his maſter ; but, at the ſame time, there are cer- 


tain ſeaſons when the real danger of the maſter 


may not only excuſe, but render laudable, the ſer- | 
vant's officiouſneſs. I therefore flatter myſelf that 
the Congreſs will receive, with indulgence and le- 
nity, the opinion I ſhall offer. The ſcheme of dif 
arming ſimply the Tories, ſeems to me totally inef- 
fectual; it will only embitter their minds and add 
virus to their venom. They can, and will, always 
be ſupplied with freſh arms by the enemy. That 
of ſeizing the moſt dangerous will, 1 apprehend, 
from the vagueneſs of the inſtruction, be attended 
with ſome bad conſequences, and can anſwer no 
good one. It opens ſo wide a door for partiality, 
and prejudice, to the different congreſſes and com- 


mittees on the continent, that much diſcord and 


animoſity will probably enſue, it being next to im- 
poſlible to diſtinguiſh who are, and whoare not the 
moſt dangerous. The plan of explaining to theſe 
deluded people the juſtice and merits of the Ame- 
rican cauſe, is certainly generous and humane; but, 
I am afraid, will be fruitleſs. They are ſo rivetted 
in their pinions, that, I am perſuaded, ſhould an 
angel deſcend from heaven with his golden trum- 
pet, and fing in their ears, that their conduct was 
criminal, he would be diſregarded. I had lately _ 


myſelf an inſtance of their infatuation, which if it 


is not impertinent, Iwill relate. I took the liberty, 
without any authority but the conviction of the 
neceſſity, to adminiſter a very ſtrong oath to thoſe 
| | Aa | 


TY. 


of Rhode Iſland, that they would take « arms in de- 
fence of their country, if called upon by the voice 
of the Congreſs. To this Colonel Wanton, and 
others, flatly refuſed their aſſent; to take arms 
againſt their ſovereign they ſaid was too monſtrous, 
This is not a criſis, when every thing is at ſtake, to 
be over compliant to the timidity of the inhabi- 
tants of any particular ſpot. I have now under 
my command a very reſpectable force adequate to 
the purpole of ſecuring the place, and purging all 
its environs of traitors, on which ſubject I ſhall ex- 
pect, with impatience, the determination of the 
Congreſs; their orders I hope to receive before or 
immediately on my arrival. | 
This inſtant the incloſed expreſs from the pro- 
vincial Congreſs of New-York, was delivered into 
my hands; but as theſe gentlemen probably are 
not fully apprized of the danger hanging over their 
Heads, as I have received intelligence from camp, 
that the fleet is. failed, and that it is neceſſary to 
urge my march, I ſhall proceed with one diviſion 
of the forces under my command to that city. A 
moment's delay may be fatal. The force I ſhall 
Carry with me is not ſtrong enough to act offen- 
ſively; but. juſt ſufficient to ſecure the city againſt 
any deſigns of the enemy, If this is to give um- 
| brage, if the governor and captain of the man of 
Var are pleaſed to conſtrue this ſtep as an act of po- 
Gtive hoſtility, if they are to preſcribe what num- 
ber; of your troops, and what number not, are 
| | to 
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to enter the city, all I can ſay is, that New-York. 
muſt be conſidered as the miniſter” s place, and not 
the continent's. 

I muſt now, Sir, beg pardon for the length * 
this letter, and more fo, for the preſumption in of- 
fering fo freely my thoughts to the Congrels, from 
whom it is my duty ſimply to receive my orders, 
and as a ſervant and foldier ſtrictly to obey, which 
none can do with greater ardor and affeRtion than, 


"06. 
: Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 
„ CHARLES LEE. 
Hon. John Hancock, Efq. 
ie of the 

Continental Congreſs. 


G | New-York, March 5th, aud 
I RECEIVED your commands on Sunday 
evening, and ſhould have anſwered it immediately, 
but waited for the rEſult of an application: I had 
made to Waterbury's and Ward's regiment, re- 
queſting them to remain here until they can be re- 
placed by a certain number of troops from Phila» 
br. and 11 n They have unanimouſly | 
A con- 


- 


conſented to ſtay till the twenty-fifth of this month, 
which is a fortnight longer than the term they were 
enliſted for. Before the expiration of this time, 1 
am in hopes that ſome meaſures will be taken by 
the Congreſs for throwing into the city, its envi- 
rons, and Long Iſland, a force ſufficient to diſpute 
the ground with any number of troops we have 
reaſon to expect ; not that I would imply that theſe 
two Connecticut regiments remaining here would 
be able to prevent the landing and lodging them- 
ſelves in the iſland, even five battalions of the ene- 
my, ſhould they chuſe to attempt it; but thoſe 


two regiments will enable us at leaſt to lay the 


foundation of the neceſſary works. I have order- 
ed A regiment from the Jerſeys, who will be here 
I hope in a few days. I ſhall not, Sir, trouble you 
with a detail of our intended works, as I ſhall have 
the power of paying my reſpeQs i in perſon to the 
Congreſs i in a very few days, for on Thurſday it 
is my intention to ſet out. I am in very little pain 
about the execution of what we have concerted, as 
it is committed to the hands of Lord Sterling, who 
ſhaws much intelligence and activity. As this 
plaxe will probably be the ſcene of a good deal 
of action, it would be prudent to add ſomething to 
their preſent ſtock of ammunition. I find by their 
returns, that there is in the whole colony, that 
ſent up to Fort Conſtitution included, five tons and 


an half. 
„ 


The 


«a? 
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Ties numerous body of profeſſed Tories in Lag 
and Staten Iſlands, with not a few within the walls. 
of the city, is a moſt alarming conſideration ; the 
meaſures adopted by the Provincial Congreſs, of 
obliging them to give bonds as a ſecurity for their 

good behaviour, can anſwer no purpoſe, but that 
of rendering them more bitter and violent. The 
firſt regiment of our gracious ſovereign's cut- 
throats which arrive here will indubitably cancel 
| theſe bonds. Iam well aſſured, indeed, that theſe 
bonds are made a public joke of already, by the 
worthy gentlemen who gave them. In ſhort, the 
friends to liberty are to a man convinced, that the LL 
Tories will take up arms, when encouraged by the | ; 
appearance of any royal troops. The delicacy of | 
our ſituation, the dangerous criſis of affairs, have 
therefore determined me to take a deciſive ſtep, 
which alone, according to my judgment, can ſe- 
cure us: I have propoſed to offer tg theſe. people 
a teſt, drawn up in ſuch terms, that refuſal or con- 
ſent to take it, muſt be a criterion by which we 
may be able to diſtinguiſh thoſe, whoſe ſwords are 
whetted to plunge into the vitals of their country, 
and whoſe, if not drawn in defence of the com- 
mon rights, may be expected to remain quietly 
in their ſcabbards. The firſt I have directed to 
| be ſeized without further ceremony, and . ſhould 
think myſelf highly criminal, in omitting ſo ſaluta- 
ry a ſtep before it is too late ; perhaps I judge 
wrong; if I = I muſt myſelf take the ſhame of 
being 


TE) 


| 1 1 weak, raſh, and n Ebbe 


intelligence I have received from General Waſh- 


ington will, at all events, juſtify, in ſome meaſure, 
my dil] penſing with forms. | : 


5. am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpeR, . 
Your moſt, obedient humble ſervant, 


| CHARLES LEE. 
10 Vt enn 1 Shs 
The Pref. of the 


1 Continental Congreſs, TE 


My bean Sin, Williamſburg, April 3d, 1776. 
I HAVE nothing of ſufficient importance to, 


trouble the Congreſs with; but ſhall teaze you 
with a few words; I am exactly in the ſame ſitua- 
tion I expected, puzzled where to go, or fix my- 
ſell, from an uncertainty of the enemy's deſign : I 


can therefore only act by ſurmiſe; the general opi- 


nion is, that they will aim at this part of Virginia, 
viz, York and Williamſburg, or that they will fix 


their head quarters in North Carolina: it has been 
already aſſerted, that Mr. Clinton was landed with 


one thouſand five hundred men at Wilmington; a 


letter 


i109 I 


| letter from Brigadier Howe, dated from Eden 
ſays, that it is believed, but nat aſcertained. I 
wait for further intelligence; in the mean time, 
ſhall employ myſelf in rendering this place, and 
York, as inacceſſible as poſſible; for it is my own 
perſuaſion, that they will endeavour to poſleſs 
| themſelves of the capital, not only as it is really a a 
moſt tempting and advantageous poſt, from com- 
manding tworivers, and a moſt abundant country; 
but it would give an air of ſuperiority and dignity 
to their arms, which in this flave country might 
be attended with important conſequences, by the 
Impreſſions it would make in the minds of the ne- 
groes. I wiſh we had a couple of good regiments 
more in South Carolina, it would then be perhaps 
tors inſult. The apathy of this province ſeems to 
go paſſibus æquis, with that of ſome other provin- 
ces, notwithſtanding the perſuaſion and aſſurances 
of all the officers, that the Tories about Norfolk 
will moſt certainly repair to the King's ſtandard, 
and have propoſed means of ſecuring them; they 
fay, ſuch means would be violent and cruel. In 
ſhort, as your affairs proſper, the timidity of the 
ſenatorial part of the continent, great and ſmall, 
grows and extends itfelf. By the eternal God, 
unleſs you declare yourſelves independent, eſtabliſh 
a more certain and fixed legiſlature than that of a 
temporary courteſy of the people, you richly de- 
ferve to be enſlaved, and I think it far from impoſ- 
ſible that | it ſhould be your lot; as without a more 
| [Yeu 


„ 
ſyftematical intercourſe with France and Holland; 
we cannot, we have not the means of ene on 
Adieu, 

FE | 7 Yours, &c. | 
Edw. Rutledge, Eſq. 1 85 
Member of the 

Continental Congrefs. 


Sin, | Williamſburg; April _ 177 8 
THE ſubject of this letter appearing to me of 
exceeding importance, I have reſolved to diſpatch 
an expreſs to inform you, that the Roebuck, a 
King's ſhip of forty-four guns, has for ſome time 
left the Capes of Virginia, and, as we hear, is now 
lying off the Bay of Delaware, with a deſign to 
intercept the continental fleet. At Norfolk remain 
the Liverpool, a thirty gun frigate: the Otter 
ſloop of fourteen guns, and ſome tenders, together 
with a ſhip, Lord Dunmore on board, of little or 
no force; and a number of veſſels belonging to 
the Tories, with valuable cargoes and prizes, 

amounting, 


„ an 
amounting,by a reaſonable eſtimate, to an hundred 
and forty thouſand pounds ſterling: If Mr. Hop- 
kins is at Cape Fear, would it not be a good mea- 
ſure to inform him, how ſure a prey theſe ſhips at 
Norfolk, with their immenſe treaſure of goods, 
arms, ammunition, and other military ſtores would 
be to him, were he to come into the Capes of Vir- 
ginia? It is not probable our fleet can keep the 
ſea much longer, a number of Britiſh ſhips of war 
being expected ſoon on the American coaſt; this 
laſt mentioned ſtroke would then be a glorious 
| concluſion; and if it ſhould be neceſſary after- 
wards to keepin a ſafe harbour, by erecting a bat- 
tery at the mouth of the river leading to Norfolk, 


the navy of Great Britain might be, from the na- 


ture of the navigation, prevented from getting up. 
I am extremely anxious to know the ſtate of your 
province, and of the ſtate, number, and. quality, of 
your troops; any aſſiſtance which can be afforded 
you by this province, as far as depends on me, 
you may command. I ſhould have ſet out before 
this, for your province, but the confuſion, diſorder, 
and deficiencies of Virginia, oblige me to Paſs a 
few more days in my preſent quarters. 
I am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| IQ... N u 
The Hon. the Piel. of the | 
Council of Safety, | 
. North Carolina, '*, >. _ 


. 
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Dean Sin, Williamſburg, April 6th, 1776. 
ASI know not to whom I can addreſs this moſt 
important note, with ſo much propriety and aſſur- 
ance of ſucceſs as to yourſelf, this crifis will not 
admit of ceremony and procraftination ; I ſhall, 
therefore, irregularly addrefs you in the language 
and with the ſpirit of one bold determined free 
citizen to another ; and conjure you, as you value 
the liberties and Tights of the community of which 
you are a member, not to Joſe a moment, and in 
my name, if my name is of conſequence enough, 
to direct the commanding officer of your troops at 
Annapolis, immediately to ſeize the perſon of go- 
vernor Eden; the fin and blame be on my head. 
I will anſwer for all to the Congreſs. The juſtice 
and neceſſity of the meaſure will be beſt explained 
by the packet, tranſmitted to you by the Com- 
mittee of Safety from this place. God Almighty 
dire us wiſdom and vigor in this hour of trial. 


Dear Sir, 


Yours moſt affection ately, 


CHARLES LEE. 
To | 


Samuel Purviance, Eſq. 
Chairman of the Committee. 


i Wilhamſdurg, April Sth, 1776. 
NO only propriety and decency, but an ear- 
neſt deſire to act in concert with ſo reſpectable a 
body, as the Committee of Safety, enjoin me to 
lay before them my thoughts, on ſome meaſures 
neceſſary for the defence and Yely. being of the 
| Senf. 
After having „ the N and 1 | 
lity of your troops, the ſtate and condition of your 
arms, artillery, and ordnance apparatus, the weak» - 
| neſs and diſadvantages you labour under from the 
numerous interſecting rivers, the multitude of your 
ſla ves, &c. I ſuppoſe to myſelf, that the enemy 
will make this province their immediate object; 
and ſince the defeat of their ſchemes in North 
Carolina, by Colonel Caſwell, it is the moſt natural 
ſuppoſition. I ſay, Sir, after having conſidered 
your ſtrength and weakneſs, no circumſtance ap- 
pears to me ſo ſeriouſly alarming as the diſpoſition 
and ſituation of the inhabitants of the lower coun- 
ties, Norfolk, and Princeſs Ann; but that 1 
might not reſt entirely on my own opinion, I have 
called together ſome of the field officers who are 
beſt acquainted with that diſtrict, and they unani- 
 mouſly agree, that it will be difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to ſecure and preſerve the province, un- 
leſs theſe inhabitants, thus dangerouſly diſpoſed, are 
removed from the hs, ſpot where they can do ſuch 
| infinite 
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infinite miſchief I am ſenſible, Sir, that their re- 


moval muſt be attended with very conſiderable dif- 


ficulties, and perhaps much diſtreſs to individuals; 
but when the preſervation and being of the pro- 
vince, if not of the whole continent, are at ſtake, 


were theſe difficulties and diſtreſſes a thouſand times 


greater, they muſt be ſubmitted to. I am in hopes, 
therefore, that the gentlemen of the Committee 


will immediately deviſe ſome means lor removing 


theſe people, as well as their ſtock : at leaſt their 


_ wives and children ſhould be carried to a place of 


ſecurity, as hoſtages for the good behaviour of the 
huſbands and fathers. I ſhould be extremely ſorry 
to find myſelf under the neceſſity of deſtroying all 
their cattle, ſtore, and granaries, and forcing the 
inhabitants, at the point of the bay onet, from their 


homes; but unleſs their removal can be accom- 


pliſhed by ſome other means, I ſhall be conſtrained 
to theſe harſh methods ; as otherwiſe, I cannot be 
anſwerable for the execution of the important | 
truſt committed to my hands. 


E lam, Sir, 
wh With the greateſt relpedt, 
TIES 'Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


W 


The Hon. the Preſ. 


of the 


SIR, 


Xs 1 


. | Williamſburg, April 19th, 1 776. | 


THE diſagreeable uncertainty I have been ifs 


of the enemies' deſigns, from the circumſtance of 


their being able to fly in their ſhips from one ſpot 
to another, hath kept me at Williamſburg. It is 


evident that their original intention was againft 


North Carolina, but the apparently total overthrow 
of their whole ſcheme by Colonel Caſwell's victory, 


| makes it more probable that they will bend their 


courſe to ſome other quarter; whether to this pro- 


vince, or South Carolina, it is impoſſible to divine. 


Jam myſelf more inclined to think that this will 
be their object, as the numerous interſecting navi- 
gable waters preſent them ſuch ſuperior advanta- 


ges; though, at the ſame time, I confeſs myſelf | 


in great pain for South Carolina ; the force in that 


province ſeems alarmingly ſmall. I wiſhT could 


afford to detach from hence at leaſt three battali- 

ons; but neither our numbers of men, the ſtate 
and condition of our arms, nor the vaſt extent of 
this province open to attack, will admit of the 
thought. If Pennſylvania could ſpare three or 
{our battalions for the defence of Virginia, Virgi- 
nia Or North Carolina might detach the fame num» 
ber to South Carolina ; and as the army which was 
employed in the blockade of Boſton is now ſet at 
| liberty, I ſhould imagine this force might be af- 
forded us. : 


we 


4 
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We are ſo extremely deficient i in a that 1 
have been under the neceſſity of ſending an officer 
into the back parts of the country to purchafe all 
the rifles he can procure for the continental ſervice, 
The arrangement I have made of arming two 
companies of each battalion with ſpears, will ren- 
der muſquets and bayonets leſs neceſſary ; and 
the eaſe I find in reconciling the men to theſe kind 


of arms, is a flattering ſymptom of their ſpirit. 
The price of theſe rifles, I am told, will be five 


pounds each; but as the article of cartouches and = 


bayonets will be ſaved, upon the whole, hoy will 
tot be more, if ſo expenſive. 
The defence and ſecurity of the capital rivers, | 
with their creeks, is an object of ſo great impor- 
tance, that [ have thought it neceſſary 10 direct as 
ifirucied with the uiterich expedition; But as 
the carpenters arid other artificers in this country 
are ſo lazy a race of mortals, that it is in vain to 
expect any fruits from their labours, unleſs there 
is a coerſive power over them, I thought it the 
ſureſt and ſafeſt method to eſtabliſh two compa» 
nies of carpenters on the ſame terms with' thoſe 
in the Jerſeys ; the meaſure is abſolutely neceſſary, 
and I flatter myſelf it will prove &conorny. 5 
The nature of the ſervice here is ſuch, the 
force not being collected into one point, but ſcat- 
r in fragments, that a greater number of ſub- 
Took ordinate 


C 267 ) 
or dinate ſtaff officers are requiſite thati in the 
Northern and Eaftern armies. I have therefore 
taken the liberty, till the pleaſure of the Congreſs 
is further known, to appoint a few who could not 
be diſpenſed with: incloſed is a lift of them. | 
The Committee of Safety, I find, Sir, had not ap- 
prized you of their having already raiſed a com pa- 
ny of artillery, and appointed: officers. Captain 
Innes, who was placed at the head of it, though he 
profeſſes himſelf utterly ignorant of this particular 
branch, is a man of great zeal, capacity and merit; 
and as there is a vacant majority in the ninth, or 
captain Flemming's regiment, F have ventured to 
appoint him to act in that ſtation, in hopes that the 
Congreſs will confirm his commiſſion. A body of 
horſe is a fine qua non in a country circumſtanced 
like this; I take the liberty of encloſing you an ad- 
dreſs J publiſhed to the young gentlemen of this 
colony on the ſubject, and with it may meet t with, 
our approbation. 
I ſhall make Monſieur Arundel aocountabls for 
the ſixty dollars, but at the ſame time beg leave 
to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Congreſs, 
whether the expences of his journey ſhould not be 
allowed; they amount to thirty dollars: indeed 
the pay of the artillery officers and engineers is ſo 
wretched, that I do not ſee any chance of procur- 
ing men fit for the ſervice on the terms; and if 
5 are N they cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt, 
; vnRgR: 
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unleſs the expences of their frequent jour- 
neys are paid; for they are obliged, from the na- 
ture of their buſineſs, to make more Journeys than 
other officers, and not in corps, but ſingly; I have 
been obliged to ſubſiſt Baron Maſſenburg, as like- 
wiſe to furniſh Captain Smith who is now at York, 
with money for his expences. . 


lam, Sir, with the greateſt reſpedt, 

Your moſt obedient humble Gevabit, 
CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency LET 
John Hancock, Pref. 


of the 
Continental Congreſs. 


Sin, = Willamburg, April 19, 1776. 
i As I am an entire ſtranger to the character, 
integrity, and abilities of individuals in this coun- 
try, I muſt requeſt the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee will appoint, or recommend poſitively, a 
proper perſon as commiſſary. He ſhould be a 
man of activity without doubt; but his integrity 
is 


id „% , 5 ＋ 


FE I NP FR . F . 
)J ͤ ETA, > . T 7 ; 
7 ets. BDLAT Wo ol 5, {1p Os TS 5 a 2 
D ne Ng 6% oh 3 eee x » P vn 


$97; 
>: 
3 
; E 58 
BEE 
1 
3 
85 
N 
92 
2 
8 
5 4 * 
EY 
7 3:% 
FF 
ON 
. 9 
LEY 
WY 
5 x 
x; 
2 
2 
25 


3 
* 
* 


3 
241 % 


is ſtill more important, as he has it in his power; 
if inclined, to rob the public moſt horribly. 


25 am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpedt, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
' CHARLES LEE: 
John Page, Eſq. V. P. a 
of the Committee. 


* . — — a . | — - — 
Stk, . Suffolk, April 23d, 1776. 


YOU are to wen this night to Brickels: Leave 
the entrenching tools under the care of the com- 


manding officer of that poſt, with directions to for- 
tify as well as he is able, a poſt capable of contain- 
ing three hundred men. To- morrow you are to 


proceed to Portſmouth with all the waggons; 
you are to poſt your party in ſuch an advantageous 
ſituation, that no inſult from the enemy can be 
apprehended. You are to ſecure Shedden's, and 
Mitchel's effects, and ſend them up immediately. 
You are to ſecure the perſons of Jarvia, Muter, 


and Mitchel, as well as their effects; Mrs. Grimes, 


ww her effects are likewiſe immediately to be 
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ſent-up. 70 Vou . are to procure the beſt intelligence 
what men are on board Lord Dunmore's fleet, 


who have families at Portſmouth; the wives and 


children of theſe men are to be ſent up to Suffglk 
immediately, You are to. appriſe the reſt of the 
inhabitants that they muſt quit Portſmouth i in five 
days; that waggons ſhall be allowed for their 
beds, cloaths, and abſolute neceſſary cooking 
utenſils; their tables, chairs, and other cooking 
utenſils, cannot be carried off at the public ex- 
pence. _ ; 

All the negroes capable of bearing arms to be | 
ſecured immediately, and-lant-upto Suffolk, Mr, 
Bownas and Company's property. is to be collected 


and brought out of their preſent damen ſitua- 
| — Torn 


Lou are _ AO any detachment you ſhall 
meet with, from. Colonel Fipp's corps, immedi- 
abel to return to their command. 


CHARLES: LEE, Maj jor General, 


Colonel Mughlenburg. 


4 Sens 5 | Willamfurg, May. 4 h, 1776. 


THE conmittee will, hope excuſe my not hav- 
ing yeſterday made a report to them (as I think 
1392 | F | 1 
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it my doin) of every tranſaction which is not 
merely military; but they were ſo much employed 
in the buſineſs. of the Princeſs Ann petition, that 


I thought it better not to enter on the ſubject, 
As J end that the inhabitants of Portſmouth had 


_ univerſally taken. the oath to Lord Dunmore, and 


as that town was, I believe, juſtly conſidered. as 


the great channel through which his Lordſhip re- 
ceived the moſt exact and minute intelligence of 


all our motions and deſigns, I thought it incum- 
bent on me, and agreeable to the ſpirit of your 
inſtructions, to remove the. people without excep- 
tion; for even the women and children had learnt 
the det cont ended with addreſs, the office of 
ſpies. A conſiderable quantity of very valuable 
articles. were found in the houſes of Mrs. Sprowle, 
Goodrich, and Nuil Jamieſon, ſuch as molaſſes, 
falt, and other things. much wanted for the public. 
A. lift of theſe articles: will be made out by the of- 


| ficer commanding the party, and laid before your 


board, 
As the town of Partfmouth will afford G con- 


venient ſhelter and quarters, to refreſh the enemy, 
on a- ſuppoſition that they make this part of the 
world their object, it would perhaps be politic to 


deſtroy it totally; but the houſes of ſome of the 
moſt notorious traitors. I thought abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to demoliſh, in hopes of intimidating the 
neighbourhood from triſling any longer, and fly- 


ing in the face of your ordinances; for it is in- 


B b 2 con- 
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Sticebveable, unleſs I have been grofsly iniſin- 
formed, into what barefaced open intercourſe 


with the enemy they had been encouraged by. n 


examples having been made. Sprowle's, Good- 


. Tich's, Jamieſcn's and SKeddan' s houſes were on 


this principle deſtroyed; the laſt, Skeddan, now 


a priſoner at Suffolk, accuſed, and, I believe, con- 


— 


victed, of having been on board Lord Dunmore's 
fleet, ſince his acquittal by the committee of Nor- 


folk. As we had undoubted intelligence that the 


fleet and army of Lord Dunmore were amply and 
regularly ſupplied with proviſions and refrefh- 
ments of every kind, from that tract of country, 


lying between the Southern and Eaſtern branches, 


as well as from Tanner's Creek, notwithſtand- 
ing the poſitive ordinances levelled againſt this 


ſpecies of treaſon; and as from a habit of any ſort 


of action, be it ever fo heinous, he who commits it, 
infallibly, in the end, perſuades himſelf there is no 
crime in it at all: ſo theſe worthies not only every 
day openly and conſtantly carried on this dange- 


rous commerce, but it is ſaid juſtified it in their 


converſation ; it, therefore, Sir, in my opinion, as 
well as of the other officers, and the committee of 
gentlemen from Suffolk, became indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to take ſome vigorous ſteps on the ſpot, 
which might intimidate the whole knot of theſe 


| miſcreants from their pernicious traffic. | 


A Mr. Hopkins, infamous for his principles and 


conduct, and who has a ſon, now a ſoldier in Dun- 
more's 


my 
more's army, was fortunately the firſt man detect- 
ed; he was ſeized in his return from the fleet. He 
prevaricated and perjured himſelf very handſome- 
1y on the occaſion; but at length the fa& was 
proved, and he confeſſed. The ſentiments of the 
committee and other officers concurring with my 
own, we determined, after having ſeized his furni- 
ture, to ſet his houſe on fire in his preſence : This 
ſtep was not quite conſiſtent with the regular mode 
of proceeding ; but there are occaſions, when the 
neceſlity will excuſe deviations, and this I hope 
will appear to the committee to be one of thoſe oc- 
caſions. I muſt here, Gentlemen, beg leave to re- 
peat my aſſurances, that if ever in my military ca- 
pacity, I ſhould fall into any meaſure, which is 
more properly within the province of the civil, it 
will entirely proceed from miſtake, or inadverten- 
cy, never from deſign ; and upon theſe occaſions, 
ſo far from being offended by the admonition, or 
even reprimand, of your committees, I ſhall think 
myſelf obliged to them. 5 
I am, Sir, with the greateſt it 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
+: CHARLES LEE. 
| = 
Edmund Pendleton, 
Preſ. of the 
Comm. of Safety. 


Si; 


63740 


Sin, 1 Williamſburg, May 7th, 8 


Mr. Eden, has given great umbrage to the coun- 
_ ell of Maryland; 1 take the liberty of encloſing a 
copy of my letter to that board on the occaſion ; as 


I hope it will appear to the Congreſs, a full expla- 


mation and juſtification of my conduct, I ſhall not 
trouble them any more on the ſubject. 

Five tranſports with troops are arrived at Cape 
Fear; I ſhall therefore ſet out on Thurſday for Wil- 


mington, by the way of Hallifax. When we con- 


cider, Sir, the vaſt extent of the vulnerable parts 
of this country; the numerous navigable inter- 
ſecting waters, the multitude of ſlaves ; that we 
Have not more than five thouſand regulars fit for 
duty in the province; that of theſe five thouſand 


not more than three are properly armed; that to 


arm them, defective as they are, the province has 
been drove to the neceſſity of diſarming the minute 
men; I ſay, Sir, that when theſe circumſtances are 


conſidered, I ſhall appear, I hope, reaſonable, in 
entreating the Congreſs to ſpare us, if poſlible, 


- ſome battalions, and of thoſe battalions which are 
beſt armed. If indeed our minute men were 
properly furniſhed with muſkets and ammuni- 
tion; if our rivers were already ſecured in the 


manner [I propoſe; I ſhould think myſelf capable 


of baffling all their attempts with our preſent 
force; but ſituated as we are, my anxiety for the 


common | 
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common ſafety . me to ſolicit a reinforce- 
ment. A letter from one of your members informs 


me, that five thouſand blankets, and five thou- 
ſand pair of ſhoes, are on the road for the uſe of 
this army; they were much wanted; the num- 

ber is, I believe, ſufficient, We are, as I obſerv- 


ed before, wretchedly in want of medicines, as 


Well as of a director to our hoſpitable. Doctor 


M*<Clurg is a very able man, and univerſally eſ- 
teemed, qualified for the office; the pay of the 


regimental ſurgeons eſtabliſhed by Congreſs is ſo 
: low, that it is in this part of the world, where the 


common country practice of ſurgery is ſingularly 


lucrative, impoſſible to ſind capable men, who will 


accept; but I am in hopes that the convention 
will make ſuch additions out of the provincial 


purſe, as to enable us to fill the commiſſions with 
Proper and competent perſons: Now I am on 
the ſubje& of pay, Sir, I muſt beg leave to urge 
the neceſſity of conſiderably increaſing that of 
the engineers. It is impoſſible that men, qualified 
for this important office, ſhould be prevailed upon 
to ſerve on ſuch miſerable terms. You have no 


American engineers; they muſt of courſe be fo- 
reigners; and foreigners expect, in their language, 
de quoi manger, that is, ſomething which will enable 
them to eat and diink. Twenty dollars per 
month will not enable them to eat and drink, 
and wear linen, or indeed any kind of cloaths 


beſides, it muſt be conſidered, that theſe gentlemen 
| a : | ae. 
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1 are obliged, by the nature of their duty, to make 


more journeys than any other officers; that horſes 


muſt be purchaſed and fed; that the expences 
of travelling in theſe Southern provinccs are very 
high; from theſe reaſons, and many others, the 


pay of engineers ought to be, as itis in all other 


ſervices, greater than that of other officers. 
Upon the whole, Sir, I really do not think that 
they ought or can do with Jeſs than forty dollars 


per month, and rations at leaſt for their horſes, 


On more moderate terms I am perſuaded you 
cannot procure. men equal to the taſk: as the 


corps is diſtinct, and not numerous, this neceſ* 


ſary addition of pay vill be an expence beneath 


the conſideration of Congreſs. 


Colonel Richard Henry Lee informs me, 
ht! it was not the intention of the Congreſs that 


Captain Innis's company ſhould be reduced, to 
make way for Arundel's; but they ſhould both 


be eſtabliſned. I think, Sir, it would be a uſeleſs 


expence. Captain Innis, who muſt; I am ſure, be 
an excellent officer in any other department, pro» 
feſſed himſelf ignorant of this branch; his offi- 
cers were equally ignorant: Arundel has got 
poſſeſſion of the company, and by his activity 
and knowledge will, I am perſuaded, make them 
fit for ſervice. Indeed to eſtabliſh an artillery 


company, captain, ſubalterns, and non- commiſſi- 


oned officers, being entirely compoſed of novices, 
can anſwer no end or purpoſe. - It! is my opinion, 
there: 


C of ) 


therefore, Sir, that inſtead of theſe tuo companies” 
propoſed, that the addition of thirty or forty men 
to Captain Arundel's, and two ſubaltern officers, 
will not only be better, but that it rs more 
advantage to the ſervice. 

As I am on the ſubje& of Captain Wundel; 1 
beg leave to remind the Congreſs of what I menti- 
oned on the ſubject of his expences on the road: 
There is one circumſtance of which, Sir, | could 
wiſh to be aſcertained, it is the expence of the de- 
| fence of theſe rivers, that is, the conſtruction of 

row gallies, floating batteries, &c. to be brought 
to the account of the continent or of the province? 
I wiſh to be informed on this head: if it is at the 
expence of the latter, I ſhall regularly propoſe to 
the Convention, or Committee of Safety every 

ſcheme which may be attended with expence be- 
fore it is entered upon. If the quarter maſter- ge- 
neral, or his deputies, when they diſpatch any 
teams from Philadelphia with powder, or other ne- 
ceſſaries, were to purchaſe the horſes throughout, 
for the continental uſe, inſtead of hiring them, 
the ſaving would be conſiderable; for in this coun- 
try the hire is intolerably dear; ſo great indeed, 
that I have ventured to order a nutnber of t teams 
to be purchaſed. _ | 
| I have uſt received 4 vague return a forces 
of North Carolina, of their powder and cannon ; 
it does not appear that they have effective regu- 
lars, properly armed, more than two thoufand; of 


pou 
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powder than two tun and an half, and as to can- 
non, they are almoſt totally deſtitute. As the 
enemy's advanced guard, if I may ſo expreſs my- 
ſelf, is actually arrived, I muſt, I cannot avoid de- 
taching the ſtrongeſt battalion we have to their 
aſſiſtance; but, I own, I tremble at the ſame time 
at the thoughts of {tripping this province of any 
part of its inadeguate force. I am puzzled how to 

direct my motions from the uncertainty of the 
enemies” plan, but not diſpirited, as Lam confident 

that the Congrels will afford me every relief in their 

power, and am not in the leaſt diffident of the 
courage and zeal of the men and officers. I have, 
as yet, heard nothing of Mr. Stabler the engineer ; 

I ought, in fact, to os at leaſt half a dozen; for 
we have a variety of poſts to throw up, and there 
is not a man or officer in the army that knows the 
difference between a chevaux de frieze and a cab- 
bage garden. I wiſh the Congreſs would indulge 
me with Mr. Smith, whom I Know to be an able 
and active man. 


I am, Sir, with the 275 005 ey 
Jour moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 
5 CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency is 
John Hancock, Eſq. 


| Pref, of the Con. Congreſs. 
1 - 5 SIR, 
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_ "Rs | Williamſburg, May gt, 19%, 


As lam obliged, by the arrival of the enemy, to 
repair to Notth Carolina, and am not leſs prompted 
by my zeal and * for this province, than 
obliged by my duty, to take every precaution 
for its ſafety before my departure: on this prin- 
cCiple I beg leave to lay before the Convention 
the following meaſures, which J conceive to be 
neceſſary: 
Iſt, To deviſe ſome means for cſablihinga 
corps of cavalry , without which, an army is fo 
extremely defective in every part of the world, 
and in none more than in this, for reaſons which 
it might be tedious to enumerate. 

2dly. Without delay to order ſome able pilots 
of every river, to examine accurately the narroweſt 
part of the channel of each river ; what 1s the na- 
ture of the ſhoals which form theſe channels; 
whether they are ſolid, firm ſand, gravel, or rock ; 
what is the diſtance of the neareſt part of the 
channel from either ſhore; what is the nature of 
the ſhore; whether it is high or low; for I am 
| ſanguine enough to hope, when theſe circuit 
are aſcertained, the navigation of moſt of the 
rivers may be ſhut up to the enemy, by means 
of batteties, either floating or fixed. 
zaly. As theſe purpoſes cannot be effected with- 
out a large body of carpenters, ſmiths, and arti- 

. ” ficers 
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ficers of every ſort, to eſtabliſh ſome companies of 
them, ſubje& to the military laws ; for, without 
a coerſive power, it is difficult in this part of the 
world to prevail on them to work. 


Athly. As I underſtand there are prodigious = 


ſtocks of ſheep and cattle on the iſlands near the 
eaſtern ſhore, and as my authority does not extend 
to whatever concerns property, that you will order 
immediately all this ſtock to be tranſported to the 
continent; and if this is impracticable, to kill them, 
as otherwiſe they muſt indiſputably fall into the 

hands of the enemy. | 

Sthly. As the eaſtern counties are, from their great 
abundance of all the neceſſaries of life, ſo tempting 
objects to the incurſions of the enemy, and as I 
underſtand there will be no difficulty in procuring 
good men, I would humbly propoſe to the Con- 


vention, to augment Colonel Fleming's regiment 


to the ſame ſtrength of numbers with the other 
battalions. 1 
I muſt now, Sir, beg leave to mention to the 


gentlemen of the Convention, a very important 


matter of conſideration; no leſs than the preſerva- 
tion of the lives of our ſoldiers. The continental 
allowance to ſurgeons and ſurgeon's-mates of the 
regiments is ſo miſerably ſmall, and, at the ſame 
time, the common country practice of ſurgeons is 


ſo very lucrative in this province, that it is not 


poſſible to find men qualified for the ſtation who 


will accept ; and as : cannot venture to propoſe, 
OE”. to 


IN 
* 


( 


to the Continental Congreſs, the increaſe of the pay 


of the ſurgeons of the Whole army, merely becauſe 
this encreaſe is neceſſary in my divition, I muſt ſub- 


mit it to the judgment of the Convention, whether 
ſuch an addition, as to bring up the pay of theſe 


gentlemen to the original provincial ordinance, 
will not be money well and neceſſarily expended. 


Jam, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, F 
Yours, 33 
5 CHARLES LEE. 
T0: | e 
Edmund Pondleton, Eſq. 
Prefident of the Convention. 


a 


Dear 81 Ry | Williamſburg, March 25th, 1776 


I KNOW not whether, in the whole courſe of 
my life, I ever read any thing which ſo much moved 
my pity and indignation as the late declaration, 
profeſſion of faith, or political creed, (for I confeſs 
Lam at a loſs what title to give it,) of the Conventi- 


on of Maryland. The inſtruction of your aſſem- 


bly to their delegates (which, inter nos, was a moſt 


wretched piece of Dufte was Roman magnani- 


mit y 
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mity comparatively with this ſnivelling production 
from Annapolis. They. declare, that they ſhall 
eſteem: ſeparation from Great Britain as the laſt of 
misfortunes. | 
There is a ſtory of a Morocco ſlave, in the reign 
of Muley Iſhmael, Who puſhed his loyalty. ſo far, 
that when the monarch, in the gate de cœur, had 
plunged his dagger into his.breaſt, he drew it out, 
and molt loyally preſented it again to his ſacred 
maſter, who as royally, by a ſecond ſtroke, diſ- 
patched. him. This ſtory is ſcarcely credible, but 
the poſſibility of the fact is now verified by the 
conduct of the Houſe of Convention of Maryland. 
What] when an attempt has been made to rob you 
and your poſterity of your birth-rights; when your 
fields have been laid waſte, your towns have been 


* burnt, and your citizens butchered; when your 


property is ſeized and confiſeated in all parts of the 
world; when an inexorabie tyrant, an abandoned 
parliament, and a corrupt puſillanimous people, 
have formed an helliſh league to rob you of every 
thing men hold moſt dear; is it poſſible that there 
ſhould be creatures who march on two legs, and 
call themſelves human, who can be ſo deſtitute of 
ſentiment, courage, and feeling, as ſobbingly to: 
proteſt, they ſhall conſider ſeparation from theſe 
| butchers and robbers as the laſt of misfortunes? 
Oh, Icould brain you with your ladies fans“! 


ORDERS. 
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Charles-town, June 16th, 1776. 
D. R BD „ Rf 


As it now appears almoſt a certainty, (from the 
intelligence of ſome deſerters, that the enemy's 
intention is to make an attack on the city; and as 
the General is confident, that the numbers and 
ſpirit of the garriſon will prevent their landing, it 
only remains to guard againſt the injury which the 
city may receive from their cannon. | 
The continental troops, provincials, and militia, 
are, therefore, moſt earneſtly conjured to work 
with no leſs alacrity, than fight with courage. Coun 
rage alone will not ſuffice in war; true ſoldiers and- 
magnanimous citizens muſt brandiſh the pick · axe 
and ſpade, as well as the ſword, in defence of their 
country: one or two days labour, at this critical 
juncture, may not only ſave many worthy fami- 
lies from ruin, but many worthy individuals from 
loſs of limbs and life. On this principle the Gene- 
ral does not, ſimply in his capacity of commanding 
officer, order, but entreat the whole garriſon, [thoſe' 
on the neceſſary duties excepted, ] to exert them- 
ſelves in forwarding the requiſite works of pro- 
tection. | — 


1 1 
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The colonels or commanding officers of the corps 

are to review their men's arms this evening at roll 

calling; to take care they are in as good order as 
| poſſible, and that they are furniſhed with good 
fints. The officers commanding the different 
guards are to do the fame with their reſpective 

f 3 

For the future it muſt be obſerved, as an eſtab- 
liſhed rule, that no artillery officer fires a ſingle 
cannon without previouſly nme the Ge- 

neral. | | 
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Fort Sullivan, June 24th, 1776. 
' GENERAL LEE poſitively orders, that the 
ſereen behind the aperture of the traverſe be im- 
mediately begun and finiſhed with all poſſible ex- 
pe dition; that a breaſt-work of timber, fix feet 
high, be raiſed on the rampart, ſo as to form a con- 
* tinuation of the traverſe; that a banquet be raiſed 
behind the traverſe, ſo as to enable the muſquetry 
to fire over. The preſent work round the near 
guard room to be conſiderably ſtrengthened; the 
parapet raiſed, and the ditch deeper and wider; a 
ſcreen to be thrown up behind the entrance; a 
facade of facines, or old timber, is neceſſary to keep 
up the light ſand, of which the ame work of this 
| "rear-guard | is compoſed. „„ 


CS 


Sin, 
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Stn, 1 G * «a 76 
| IT is a certain truth, that the enemy entertain 
a eee fortunate apprehenſion of American rifle- 
men. It is equally certain, that nothing can di- 
miniſh this apprehenſion ſo infallibly as a frequent 

ineffectual fire. It is with ſome concern, there- 
fore, that I am informed, that your men have been 
ſuffered to fire at a moſt prepoſterous diſtance. 
Upon this principle I muſt entreat, and inſiſt that 
you conſider it as a ſtanding order, that not a man 
under your command is to fire at a greater diſtance 
than one hundred and fifty yards, at the utmoſt : 
in ſhort, that they never fire without almoſt a 
moral certainty of hitting their object. Diflant 
firing has a double bad effect; it encourages the 
enemy, and adds to the pernicious perſuaſion of the 
American ſoldiers, vis. That they are no match for 
their antagoniſts at cloſe fighting. To ſpeak plainly, 
it is almoſt a ſure method of making them cow- 
5 ards. Once more I muſt requeſt, that a ſtop be 
put to this childiſh, vicious, and ſcandalous prac- 
tice. I extend the rule to thoſe who have the 
care of the field pieces ; four hundred yards is the 
greateſt diſtance they ſhould be allowed to fire at. 


A tranſgreſſion of this rule will be conſidered "Ht 


the effect of flurry and want of courage. | 

| Thoſe who are accuſed of tranſgreſſing, will bs 

proceeded againit, as acting from theſe principles. 
„ Iban 
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have, Sir, the greateſt opinion of your good ſenſe 
and ſpirit, and flatter myſelf, that you will not on- 
ly iffue orders of reſtriction on this head, but that 


vou will be attentive that they are n _ 
in execution. 5 


I am, Sir, 
Tour moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


Xo blades | CHARLES LEE. 
15 Tor «© | 
Col. N le | 


P. S. I am | Rkewiſe tnformb: that your men 

| Paſs without order, or orders, to Long Iſland. Is 
| this wiſe] ? is it ſoldier like? Is it to ſhew the « ene 
my where our weakneſs | Is 5 | 


T0 7 „ Charles- town, July 2d, 1776. 

1 SHOULD 3 WA myſelf the honour 
ſooner of informing, the Congreſs of the attrack 
made by. the enemy s ſquadron on Sullivan's Iſland, 
and their repulſe; but conjectured, that by waiting 


A day or two, I 1 probably be furniſhed with 
the 
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the means of ſending a more minute, full, and 1 
ſatisfactory account. My conjecture was right; 
for yeſterday- five ſeamen made their eſcape, one 
of whom is a more intelligent fellow than is com- 
monly found amongſt men of his level. Incloſed 
is a copy of their narrative; ſome parts of it are, 
perhaps, too whimſical and trivial to merit the 
attention of Congreſs, but 1 think it my duty to 
preſent it as it is, without adding or curtailing a 
circumſtance. I think, Sir, I may venture to con- 
gratulate the Congreſs on the event; not only the 
advantages muſt be conſiderable, but the affair re- 
flects no ſmall credit on the American arme. 
On Friday, about eleven o'clock, the Commo- 
dore, with his whole ſquadron, confifling of two 
line of battle-ſhips and fix frigates, the rates of 
which are marked in the incloſed narrative, an- 
chored at leſs than half muſket ſhot from rhe fort, 
and commenced one of the moſt furious and inceſ- 
ſant fires I ever ſaw or heard. It was manifeſtly 
their plan to land at the ſame time their whole re- 
gulars at the eaſt end of the iſland, and, of courſe, 
inveſt the fort by land and ſea. As the garriſon 
was compoſed entirely of raw troops, both men 
and officers; as I knew their ammunition was 
ſhort ; and as the bridge by which we could rein- 
force, or call off the troops from the ifland, was 
unfiniſhed, you may eaſily conceive my anxiety. 
It was ſo great, that I was in fuſpence whether 1 
me Ces e ſhould 
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ſhould- evacuate it or no. Fortunately, while : 
was in this ſtate of ſuſpence, ſome ammunition 
arrived from the town, and my aid de camp, Mr. 
Byrd, returning from the iſland with a flattering 
report of the garriſon's fpirit, I determined to ſup- 
port it at all hazards. On this principle I thought 
if my duty to croſs over to the iſland, to encourage 
the garriſon by my preſence ; but I might have 
ſaved myſelf that trouble; for I found, on my ar- 
rival, they h4d no occaſion for any fort of encou- 
Tagement : I found them determined and cool to _ 
the laſt degree: their behaviour would, in fact, 
have done honour to the oldeſt troops. I beg leave, 
Dir, therefore, to recommend, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, to the Congreſs, the commanding officer, 
Colonel Moultrie, and his whole garriſon, as brave 
ſoldiers and excellent citizens; nor muſt I omit, at 
the ſame time, mentioning Colonel Thompſon, 
who, with the South Carolina rangers and a detach- 
ment of the North Carolina regulars, repulſed the 
enemy in two ſeveral attempts to make a lodg- 
ment at the other extremity of the iſland. | 
Our loſs, conſidering the heat and duration of 
| he fire, was inconſiderable: we had only ten 
men killed on the ſpot and twenty-two wounded; 
ſeven of whom loft their limbs, but with their 
{limbs they did not loſe their ſpirits; for - they 
enthuſiaſtically encouraged their comrades never 
to abandon the Rendard of liberty and their 
EE: „„ | country. 


4 


3 This, I do alice you, Sir, f is not in the 
ſtyle of Gaſconading romance, uſual after every. 
ſucceſsful action, but literally fact; I, with plea- 
ſure, mention the circumſtance, as it augurs well 
| to the cauſe of freedom. At eleven the fire 
_ ceaſed, having continued juſt twelve tours with- 
out the leaft intermiſſion. What the enemy's 
intentions are now, it is impoſſible to divine. I 
am inclined to think, they will, if they can repaſs 
the bar, bend their courſe to Cheſapeak or 
Hampton Bay: perhaps ſhame and rage may 
prompt their land forces to ſome attempt before 
their departure , on my part, I ſhall ſpare no pains 
ta diſcover their intentions and baffle their ſchemes. 
As Georgia is a diſtrict of the command with 5 
which you have honoured me, I thought it pru- 
dent to requeſt ſome of their members to a con- 
ference with the preſident of this province, and 
my ſelf. They accepted the invitation, and gave 
us great ſatisfaction from their intelligence and 
good ſenſe. Incloſed is the ſubſtance 4 their 
deliberation. 
The province is conic of the laſt impor- 
tance to the common cauſe, and the mode of pro- 
tecting it, pointed out by theſe gentlemen, is, in 
my opinion, in all its parts wiſe and neeeſſary. 
They had conceived a notion that I had powers 
to augment their eſtabliſhment; I aſſured them I 
had no ſuch powers; but both Mr. Rutledge and- 
my ſelf gave it as our opinion, that any expences 


mani 
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: manifeſtly beyond their faculties which they might 
incur in the common cauſe, would be repaid by 
1 the Congress; and in this perfuaſion we ventured 
to encourage them to augment their cavalry with - 
out loſs of time, and make the propoſed preſent 
_ of: cattle to the Indians. Indeed, Sir, without a 
7 ſtrong corps of cavalry, I do not ſee how it is pol- 
| fible to protect theſe Southern colonies, and 
with one thouſand good cavalry, I think I could 
| inſure their Protection. From the want of this 
N ſpecies of troops, Charles- town and its dependen- 
cies had certainly been loſt, if the enemy had aQ- 
ed with the 1 vigor and expedition we had reaſon to 
expect; but a moſt unaccountable langour and 
_ Inertneſs_ on their parts have ſaved us. If the 
_ ſcheme I propoſed in Virginia had been approved 
and adopted, it would have been not only-a ſecu- 
rity but conſiderable economy. The forage was 
to have been the only expence, Now I am upon 
the ſubject, I cannot help mentioning, that I have 
been informed that the project has been confi- 
dered by ſome gentlemen, as a ſort of a 
preſumption in me, in arrogating ſuch a power ; 
but ! fancy the affair was not properly underſtood: 
I faw the immediate neceſſity of ſuch a corps. 1 
Knew they could be raiſed immediately by theſe 
means, and at the ſame time I was given to un- 


ü derſtand, by ſeveral gentlemen of the Virginia 


Convention, that ſhould the Continental Congreſs 


| || 2249p by of the expence (trifling as it was) 
there was little doubt of their convention de- 
fraying . 
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Frying it; but, in fac, Sir, the POTN ſeemed 
neeeſſary for the ſalvation of the provinces, and 
not a day was to be loſt ; which, I hope, will fully 
Juſtify my conduct: and I muſt beg leave to repeat 
my aſſertion, that without cavalry theſe provinces 
cannot eaſily be defended, _ 
Il wiſh ſome means could be deviſed of redue- | 
ing Eaſt Florida to an American province. Had 
I force ſufficient, I ſhould, with your permiſſion, 
certainly attempt it; the advantages would be 


b : great and manifold. The augmentation of the 


Georgian cavalry, I ſincerely hope may be approv- 
ed of by the Congreſs. Incloſed is the eftabliſh- 
ment and pay propoſed for them; I think the 
terms not hig. 
I ſhall now, Sir, conclude with expreſſing the 
high. fatisfation I have received from the zeal, 
aQivity, and public ſpirit of the gentlemen and in- 
habitants of this city and province, from the pre- 
ſident and council, down to the loweſt order of 
the people ; and with aſſuring you, that 1 have not, 
in my military capacity, met with the leaft ob- 
ſtruction or difficulty; but that we have all work- 
ed in concert and harmony for the common good. 
I moſt earneſtly requeſt you will pay my reſpects 
to the Congreſs, and be perſuaded, Sir, that I 
am moſt entirely and devotedly, 
-— Jour moſt obedient ſervant, 


To the 5 15 CHARLES LEE. 
Hon, JENA Hancock, Pref, 
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P. S. Lord Dunmore has, I believe, with him 
at preſent only one ſhip of war; if any part of the 
continental fleet ſhould happen to viſit Hampton 
Bay at this juncture, it would defeat the whole 
ſcheme of the enemy's operations, at leaſt for this 
campaign; but it is impoſſible to ſay how long his 

| aa _ remain in this Weak condition, | 


SIR, | | Charles-town, July ”, 1776. 


MR. Rutledge will inform you by this exprefs 


of the outrages committed by the Cherokees, which 
muſt be conſtrued as the commencement of a war. 
As it is now certain that a capital and favourite 
part of the plan laid down by our enemies, is to lay 

waſte the provinces, burn the inhabitants, and mix 
men, women, and children in one common car- 


8 nage, by the hands of the Indians; and as this part | 


of the plan, though a piece of inhumanity, is cer- 
tainly more big with miſchievous conſequences. 
than the reſt, it appears to me abſolutely neceſſary 
to cruſh the evil before it ariſes to any dangerous 
height. Indeed if we avail ourſelves of the event, 
it may prove a fortunate one. Perhaps we ought, 
in , to have wiſhed for it. We can now, 
1 with 
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with the . juſtice, ſtrike a blew which | is ne- 
ceſſary to intimidate the numerous tribes of Indians 
from falling into the meaſures of our enemies; and 
as theſe Cherokees are not eſteemed the EW for- 
midable warriors, we can, probably, do it without 
much riſque or loſs. I think then, Sir, that with- 
cout a moment's delay, a body of your frontier rifle- 
men ſhould be immediately furniſhed, and march 
into the country of the Overhill Cherokees, and 
make a ſevere laſting and ſalutary example of 
them. The Carolinians propoſe at the ſame time 
attacking their lower towns, and, with the co» 
operation of Virginia, entertain no doubt of ſucceſs. 
Clinton's army and Parker's ſquadton are pretty 
much in the ſame ſituation as when I wrote laſt. 

They daily, indeed, make ſome alterations in the 
polition of their land troops from one iſland to 

another; perbaps for new air or water, of which, 
the deſerters ſay, they are in great want. They ; 
tell us likewiſe, that conſiderable ſickneſs prevails 
in the army, and greater diſcontents from hard 
duty and bad diet. The ſpirit of deſertion begins 
to ſhew itſelf, five ſoldiers came over theſe two laſt 
nights, who aſſure us, that were they not on an 
iſland, from which it is difficult to eſcape, two-thirds 
of their army would ſoon be with us. I am my 
ſelf inclined to believe them. Upon the whole, 
when I conſider the difficulties which the enemy's. 
Generals have to encounter, the temper and diſ- 


poſition. © of their troops, and the improving 
of 
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of ours, 1 aſſure myſelf, that the game is in our 
hands. God e us more grace mar to os it 
away. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 


Ee CHARLES LEE. 
Hon. Edm. Pendleton, 
| Pref. of the 
Convention of Virginia. 


Mr pear FRIEND, Charles-town, July 19th, 176. 
I HAVE received yours, of the 28th of May, - 
and did not think it poſſible that any thing could 
come from your hand to give me fo diſagreeable 
fenſations. You tell me a dark myſterious ſtory 
of a certain great General of whom prince Fer- 
dinand has declared, / Fon veur un officier, &c. 
this great General in the clouds, will, it ſeems, | 
graciouſly condeſcend to ſerve America, on con- 
dition that Congreſs will give him aſſurances 


of ſtepping over the heads of every officer but 


one, and this he ſubmits to, only on conſideration 
of 
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of the confidence due to an American, You afk 
my opinion on this ſubject; but the palpable 
meaning of your letter is, to prepare me for a ceſ- 
ſion of my rank in favour of ſome impudent ad- 
venturer. Buckwithis the man, as you conjecture, 
from his known political principles and military 
abilities, which are fo tranſcendent, that I ought 
for the public intereſt to make a ſecond ſacrifice. 
I am not, I believe naturally proud; I do not think 
myſelf comecited of my talents; but to be put in 
competition, much more to be ſpurned aſide, to 
make room for ſo deſpicable a character as Buck- 
with, a generally reputed coward, (and a bd 
fycophant,) I ſay, to be kicked out of my ſtation 
for ſuch a creature as this, would ſwell a man more 
humble than my ſel into a trumpeter of his own 
merits. Great God! is it come to this? I am not, 
it ſeems, an American; but am] not, (if I may fo 
- expreſs myſelf,) Americanior ipfis Americanis ? Have 

TI not, ſuch has been my zeal for your cauſe, once 
already waved my military claims in deference to 
the whim and partiality of ſome of your members ? 
Did I not conſent to ſerve under an old church- 
warden, of whom you had conceived a moſt extra- 
vagant and ridiculous opinion? Your eyes were 
at length opened, and deacon Ward returned to 
his proper occupation; and would you now a ſe- 
cond time, Ido you think it conſiſtent with decen- 
cy, I may ſay, . or common honey! to 


load | 
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load me a ſecond time with a ſimilar diſgrace? Have 
I betrayed any ignorance in my profeſſion ? Have 
I ſhewn a deficiency in courage? Am I ſlackened 
in my zeal or induſtry? What have I done to merit 
ſuch an indignation ? What part of my conduct 
can juſtify your harbouring ſuch an idea ? Have 
not I ſtaked my fortune, life and reputation in 
your cauſe? Is there a ſervice in Europe, to ſpeak 
proudly, (your 1 injurious propoſal forces me to it,) 
is there a ſervice in Europe, where with ſome ſmall 
reputation, and my powerful friends, I might not 
expect the ſame rank I now hold? Have I not 
made myſelf a voluntary ſlave for the inſurances of 
American freedom? Have I, ſleeping or waking, 
employed a ſingle thought, but for her welfare, glo- 
Ty or advantage? But enough of this—You aſk 
my opinion, and I will freely, explicitly, and con- 
ciſely give it to you. If the Congreſs ſupercede 
me, I will, I muſt obey; but I hope, in common 
Juſtice, and for their own honour, that they will 
re-eſtabliſh me, at leaſt in part, in the eaſy fortune 
which I have forfeited, ſo as to enable me to retire 
from a ſervice to which I am no longer thought 
adequate. Before I conclude, le me once more 
repeat confidentially to you, that if Buckwith is 
the man, in whoſe favour you meditate ſo groſs a 
piece of injuſtice, you will make a very bad bar- 
gain, as he is certainly, unleſs fame belies him, 
neither poſſeſſed of courage, abilities, or integrity, 
In God's name, if a real genius, or acknow- 
8 


Cn] | | 
ledged hers, favoured by Heaven with a more 
than common portion of etherial ſpirit, ſhould pre · 
ſent himſelf, (a la Lippe, or Braganſa,) receive him 
with open arms, as an immediate preſent from 
God; inveſt him with the command of the whole. 
No man loves, reſpects, and reverences another 
more than I do General Waſhington. I eſteem his 
virtues, private and public. I know him to be a 
man of ſenſe, courage, and firmnels, but if a hero 
ſhould ſtart up, endowed with the attributes, which, 
according to my perſuaſion reſide in the two I 
have mentioned, and who would charge himſelf 
with the mighty taſk of your political ſalvation, 
General Waſhington ought, and I am convinced, 
would reſign the truncheon; but that a little paltry 
impudent adventurer ſhould ſneakingly ſtipulate 
for the ſecond rank, when, if his motives were 
pure, he could be equally ſerviceable in the third, 
fourth, fifth, or ſixth; it is not to be endured, it is a 
groſs impoſition on common underſtanding „and a 
groſſer attempt to rob an individugl. I a beg 
and conjure you, my dear friend, for ſuch I am 
ſure you are, to conſider the delicate, perhaps, you 


Vill ſay, falſe notions in which ſoldiers are bred; 


and that you will be careful of putting to ſo ſevere 


a trial the ſenſibility of one, who is moſt ice 
devotediyz and affeclionately, 


Yours, ts 465198 
CHARLES LEE. 
P. 8. 


ro 
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'e. 8. I am extremely ſhocked with the pallid 
complexion of your public councils ; is it poſſible _ 
that ſuch a deſpicable group as the Maryland Con- 
vention, ſhould lay an embargo on the great 
veſſel of the common-wealth ! Can you be ſo weak 


' as to hunt for the chimera, abſolute unanimity ! 


| Why do you not adviſe the aggregate of the peor 
ple to enfranchiſe themſelves? Your idea of quit- 

ting Canada from want of ſpecie is to me incon- 
ceivable, when you can or ought to command plate 
ſufficient to purchaſe ten Canadas, n 


Dean Si, . Charles. town, Jaly 29ih, 1776. | 
1USED to regret not being thrown into the 
world, in the glorious third or fourth century of 
the Rortiaris but I am now thoroughly reconciled 
to my lot. The reveries which have frequently | 
for a while ſerved to tickle my imagination, (but ü 
which when awakened from my trance, as con- 
ſtantly I conſidered as mere golden caftles built 
in the air,) at length bid fair for being realized. | 
We ſhall now, moſt probably, ſee a mighty empire 
eſtabliſhed of freemen, whoſe honour, property, 
| and — are not to be at the diſpoſal X 
of 
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of a ſceptered tyrant ; nor their conſciences to 
be fettered by a proud domineering hierarchy. 
Every faculty of the ſoul will be now put in mo- 
tion, no merit can lye latent; the higheſt offices 
of the ſtate, both civil and military, will now be 
obtained, without court favour, or the rafcally 
talents of fervility and obſervance, by which 
court favour could alone be acquired. Senſe, 
_ valour and induſtry will conduct us to the goal: 
every ſpark of ability which every individual 
poſſeſſes, will now be brought forth and form the 
common aggregate for the advantage and honour 
of the community. The operations of war will 
be directed by men qualified for war, and carried 
on with that energy natural to a young people. 
True unartized knowledge, unſophiſticated learn- 
ing, ſimple genuine eloquence and poetry will be 
carried to the higheſt degree of perfection. This 


to many, I am ſenſible, would appear rant, but 


to you, who, I think, have congenial feelings 
with my own, it needs no apology. However, I 
| ſhall now endeavour to deliver myſelf more like 
a man of this world. Fa 
J moſt ſincerely congratulate you on the noble 


= conduct of your countrymen; and I congratulate 


your country on having citizens, deſerving of 

the high honour to which you are exalted; for 
the being elected to the firſt magiſtracy of a free 
e Is certainly the pinnacle of human glory; 


and 
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and 2 am perſuaded that they could not have made 
a happier choice. | 
Will you excuſe me? but I am myſelf ſo ex- 
tremely democratical, that I. think it a fault in your 
conſtitution that the governor ſhould be eligible 
for three years ſucceſſively. It appears to ine 
that a government of three years may furniſh an 
opportunity of acquiring a very dangerous influ- 
ence; but this is not the worſt; Tacitus. ſays, 
plura peccantur, dum demeremur, quam dum offen> 
dms. A man who is fond of office, and has 
his eye upon re-election, will be courting favour 
and popularity, at the expence of his duty. He 
will give way to the popular humours of the day, 
let them be ever ſo pernicious. In ſhort, his ad- 
miniſtration will be relaxed in general, or par- 
| tial to thoſe whom he conceives to have the great- 
eſt intereſt : Whereas were all hopes of re-elec- | 
tion precluded, till after the intervention of a 
certain number of years, he would endeavour to 
illuſtrate the year of his government by a ſtrict, - 
rigorous, and manly performance of his duty. 
Theſe notions may perhaps be weak and fooliſh; 
but ſuch as they are, I am ſure you will excuſe my 
uttering them. | 

There is a barbariſm crept in among us that ex- 
tremely ſhocks me, I mean thoſe tinſel epithets, 
with which (I come in for my ſhare) we are fo 
beplaiſtered ; His Excellency, and His Honour ; 

The 
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The — Prefi dent of the Honourable 2 
or the Henourable Convention. This fulſome nauſeat- 

ing cant may be well enough adapted to barbarous 
monarchies; or to gratify the adulterated pride of 
the magniſici in pPhmpous ariftocracies ; but in a great, 
free, manly, equal commonwealth, it is quite abo- 
minable; for my own part, I would as lief they 
would put rats-bane in my mouth, as the 
Excellency with which I am daily crammed. How. 

much more true dignity was there in the ſimplici- 
ty of addreſs amongſt the Romans! Marcus Tul- 
lius Cicero, Decimo Bruto Imperatori, or Caio 
Marcello Conſuli, than to his Excellency Major 
General Noodle, or to the Honourable John 
Doodle. My objections are perhaps trivial and 
whimſical; but, for my ſoul, I cannot help ſtarting 
them. If, therefore, I ſhould ſometimes addreſs 

a letter to you without the Excellency tacked, you 
muſt not eſteem it a mark of perſonal or Gnei 
; diſreſpect, but the reverſe. | | 
© The diſcontent of the troops which you men- 

tion as ariſing from the want of regular payment, 

might have been remedied by General Lewis; his 

warrant is undoubtedly ſufficient for the pay-maſter: 
| however, I have written to that gentleman on this 
ſubje&, and am in hopes that affairs for the future 
will be more ſatisfactorily conducted. 

An old rice-boat which we converted the other 
day into a row- battery, has made a conſiderable 
prize; no leſs than a brig with a whole com- 
1 e pany, 
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pany of the royal highland emigrants ON board, 
conſiſting of two officers-and fifty men: although 
they faw that they were inevltably our prize, had 
the impudence to throw their arms overboard, for 
Which they ought to have their ears cut off, as it 
Was eontrary to all the rules of war. 

I ſend you incloſed the ſtate of the enemy's navy; 
4 think there is no doubt of their army having 
ſteered their courſe Northward; on this preſumpti- 
on T ſhall direct my courſe towards Virginia, but 
Art muſt aſſiſt to regulate the military affairs of this 
province, in the beſt manner I can; though, in 

AQ, that will be doing little; the inconveniencies 
of this complex play we are acting, of Duke and 
no Duke, are numberleſs and great. The preſi- 
dent is thought by ſome to be the real commander, 
¶I am thought ſo by others; in ſhort, there muſt be 
vo troops but continental. The council is at pre - 
ſent employed in ſettting a more regular poſt. 
We have received none theſe eighteen days; for 
my ovn part, Iconclude the mail has been inter- 
cepted and carried on board the man of war. Seren 
tons and a half of powder were lafely landed four 


days ago, at George-town, _ 
8 ear Sir, and believe me to be 
Moſt entirely and ſincetely yours, 
118 Excellency | 2 
"Patrick Henry, Jun. 
— Virginia. 


873, 
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Six, | | ite Aug. 2d, 1 
IIS HI had been informed how I am to ad- 

_ dreſs myſelf in writing to the Board of War; whe- 
Ather to the board in general, to the fiiſt member 


on the liſt, or to the ſecretary. 1 haye ventured 


on the laſt mode; if it is wrong, I hope I ſhall be 
excuſed and corrected. The irregularity and tar- 
dineſs of the poſt are now become a matter of my 
ſerious concern; we never receive a letter from 


Philadelphia in leſs than ff IX. or ſeven weeks that 


from the members of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance is only juſt now arrived, though dated the 


twelfth of J une. 3 have been preſſed, Sir, by ſe- 


veral members of the Convention of Virginia, to 
: eſtabliſh. a poſt for this. diſtrict; but am apprehen- 


: ſive, that it might interfere with the continental 


f paſt; however, the. conſequences ariſing from the 
irregularity of the poſt are ſo, very ſerious, that all 
other conſiderations mult be waved : In the mean 


- time, I am conſtrained to the neceſlity of putting 
the continent to the expence of an. expreſs amt 


on every occaſion. 


lam extremely rejoiced at, the eflabliſhment of 


2 Board of War; for the buſineſs of Congreſs was 
- fo complex and heterogeneous, that it was impoſſi- 


ble they ſhould. give the neceſſary attention to the 


affairs of any one diſtinct department; their regu- 
lations with reſpect to returns, &c. ſhall be puctu- 
| - mis _ | ally 
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ally 790 i I Rt ordered General Armfirong 
to collect the returns from the different corps, to 
digeſt them into one, and tranſmit them immedi- 
ately to the Congress. 

Tam myſelf buſied in arranging matters for an 
peine into Eaſt Florida. It is much to be 
lamented, that theſe Southern colonies ſuffered the 
whole of laſt winter to paſs over their heads without 
preparing the means either of offence or defence. 
Not a ſingle row-galley or armed boat was furniſh- 
ed by Virginia, North, or South Carolina; were 
Ve provided with a moderate fleet of theſe ſort of 
veſſels, I think I could enſure the reduction of, Eaſt 
Florida, an object, though not equal with Canada, 
is certainly of very great importance. Here the 
meaſures of the Southern Indians are concerted and 

planned, their treaties negociated and concluded; 
here they receive their bribes, for their murderous 

operations, and from hence they are ſupplied witn 
. and inſtruments of war: from hence 
they have lately made ſome alarming incurſions into 
- Georgia, carried off a conſiderable number of ne- 
groes, and not leſs than two thouſand head of cat- 
tle: they have likewiſe thrown up a poſt on the 
river St. Mary's, which, if ſuffered to remain, may 
poore extremely troubleſome to Georgia, by aftord- 

? I. a ready aſylum to negro deſerters. 
From theſe conſiderations, although I cannot 
think of laying ſiege to Auguſline, having nei- 
| 2 ther 
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ther boats, horſes, waggons, nor any other means 


of conveying cannon, ammunition, or proviſion 


for the purpoſe. I think it both a prudent and 
neceſſary meaſure to attempt breaking up the 


whole province of Eaſt Florida. It will be a ſecu- 


Tity to Georgia, occaſion infinite diſtreſs to the gar- 
1iſon of St. Auguſtine, but, above all, make a ſalu- 
tary impreſſion on the minds of the Creeks, who 
now are thought to ſtand wavering. They pro- 
feſs a good diſpoſition towards the American cauſe; 

but if, by a ſtrong predatory expedition into the 

province of the enemy, we give an idea of our 
_ proweſs and ſuperior ſtrength, they will be rivet- 
ed in our intereſt, If I was ſure Mr. Clinton and 
his army had ſteered their courſe to New-York, as 


the deſerters all agree, and a letter which was left 


in Long Iſland confirms, {a copy of which is here 
encloſed 11 ſhould, as I have nothing immediately 
elle to do in my diſtrict, march in perſon with this 
party ; but the bare poſlibility of his being gone 
to Virginia will detain me. Every ſhip of the ene- 
my has now repaſſed the bar. It appears by this 
fame incloſed letter that they were more roughly 
handled than even the deſerters repreſented. 
Tube Congreſs I make no doubt have been in- 
formed of the incurſions made, and the ravages 


committed by the upper and lower Cherokees; 


an expedition I underſtand is furniſhed forth by 
Virginia, againſt the upper nations; another by 
| this 
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this Provincs inn the lower; tlic el or 
miſcarriage. is of the laſt conſequence, [ at 
therefore defirous of forming a ſecond line, or 
corps de referve, and detaching for this purpole, 
a fegiment of regulars, but have not as yet been 
able to procure waggons uffcient for two com- 
panies. It will be neceſſary that Congreſs ſhould 
mak! ſome regular eſtabliſhment for Waggons, , 
I ſhould think one. waggon at leaſt, if not two, 
ſhould be purchaſed and appoirtted to each com- 
pany 1 the whole army, and regiments made reſ- 
ponſible for theirs reſpeQtively. We ſhould then 
be able to march when occaſion requires expedi- 
tion; ; at preſent | it is ſometimes as much impoſ- 
fit ble to march an hundred miles, although the 
fate of a province depends d upon it, as if ihe 
foldiers wanted legs. 

I bop the Congrels and Board of War will e ex- 
A my giving an opinion on a ſubject on which, 
it has not been aſked; but I conceive it to be 
| my. duty not t to remain ſilent on any affairs of 
ſuch moment. I find, Sir, that repreſentations 
have been made, that many inconveniencies 
would ariſe from putting the troops of this Pro- 
vince on the continental eſtabliſhment. I can 
aſlure the Congrels, that it is almoſt impoſlible to 
carry on the ſervice, if they remain on the colo- 
nial eſtabliſnment; the difference ok the laws, 
the diſtinction of rank, occaſion ſo much confu- 


fion and the ridiculous farce of Duke and no 
Duke, 


5 4% Y 
Duke, we are playing, (the officers not a 


* comprehending who is their proper commander, 
whether the preſident, or continental general,) 
occaſions very dangerous diſtractions; but there 
are other matters of more ſerious conkderation; 
of which I ſhall not trouble you with a detail; 
nor do I find that the officers of this province - 
object to a continental eſtabliſhment, on the con- 
trary, all thoſe I have converſed with, ſeem de- 
ſirous of it. Upon the whole, I think it abſo-" 
lutely effentia to the public ſervice, that theſe re- 
giments ſhould immediately be put on the ſame' 
footing, and be governed by the fame laws, with 


the reſt; nor am 1 ſingular in opinion: the two 


brigadiers, all the officers of every rank, and 
the greater part of the gentlemen of the chene, 


concur with me. 


Colonel Muhlenburg of the cighth battalion 


of Virginians has been made very uncaſy by ſome 
letters he has lately received with reſpect to the 


rank of his regiment. Theſe letters intimate, 
that it was never the intention of the Congreſs to 
conſider the ſeventh, eighth, and ninth, battalions. 
of the Virginians on the continental eſtabiiſhment 
until they were entirely complete. That his re- 
giment never was entirely complete; and that, con- 


ſequently, after having ſo long thought himſelf 


on the continental eſtabliſhment ; and on this pre- 


ſumption having marched five hundred miles from 
his own province, under the command of a con- 


 tinental 
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tinental general, he now, at leaſt, . finds hicaſcl 
only a provincial A 
I have ventured to aſſure him 0 his dex 
who. are equally uneaſy, that there muſt be ſome 
miſtake in this affair; in fact, the hardſhip would 
| be ſo great, that I cannot believe their apprehen- 
| ions are well founded. It was, if I remember 
right, notified in April, by the Committee of 
Safety in Virginia, that they were then taken upon 
the continental eſtabliſhment; and though in 
this, I may be miſtaken, without the pravico of | 
their being complete. > 
It happened at this time, though not complete ta to 
2 man, (for no regiment ever is complete to a man,) 
that Muhlenburg' s regiment was not only the moſt 
: complete of the province, but, I believe of the whole 
continent; it was not only the moſt complete in 


numbers, but the beſt armed, cloathed and equipedin 


all reſpects for immediate ſervice; [ muſt repeat, that 
I cannot conceive that it was ever the intention of 
Congreſs that the eſtabliſhment ſhould be filled to a. 
man; but that they ſhould be competent to ſer= 
vice in or out of their province. In moſt ſer- 
vices when new levies are raiſed, one half of the 
Propoſed complement entitles them to eftabliſh- | 
ment. Muhlenburg's regiment wanted only 
forty at moſt. It was the ſtrength and good con- 
dition of the regiment, that induced me to order. 
it out of its own province, in preference to any. 
Fi other. I certainly conſidered them at that time 
as 
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99 continental troops, otherwiſe I could have no 
authority to order them out of the province. 

Imuſt now ſubmit it to the conſideration of the 
Congreſs, ifit would not really be the greateſt cru- 
elty, that their ſtrength and good condition-ſhould 
be turned againſt them. It was their ſtrength and 
g Dod condition which carried them out of their 
province, where, had they remained and known 
that it was a neceſſary condition of their eſtabliſh- 
ment to be complete to a man, they certainly 
could have accompliſhed it in three days. I do, 
therefore, moſt ſincerely hope, and confidently 

| perſuade myſelf, that Muhlenburg's regiment will 
at leaſt date their rank from the day I ordered them 
to march out of their province; not only juſtice, 
but policy requires it, for you will otherwiſe loſe 
a moſt excellent regiment. 

"Toften repreſented to Congreſs how difficult or 
;mpoſſible it would be to engage or retain, after 
they were engaged, any engineers of toleratil 
qualification on the wretched pay eſtabliſhed. 
The two appointed to my diſtrict have [as I ex- 
pected] quitted the ſervice : - 1t was indeed im- 
poſſible for them to exiſt. Stadler, I hear, has 
entered into the ſervice of Virginia. Maſſen- 
burg is retained by this province, at fifty-four dol- 

lars per month, a ſervant, rations, and his travel- 
lng expences. He formerly begged his diſmiſſion 
flom me aſſuring me, (and, I belive, ſincerely,). 
ne 
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ho was- be in the eauſe of Ames; that * 
would willingly, if Fchoſe it, enliſt as a. common 
ſoldier; but that to ride about the continent from 
north to. ſouth, find horſes, and appear like a gen- 


tleman was impoſſible, I could not in conſtience | 


force him te ſtarve, ſo conſented to his engaging 
im this ſervice. Fam now without a fingle engi- 
neer, and realfſy know not how to carry on the. 

bufineſs. EF hope the board will cone the nece(- f 
ity of ſupplying _ 5 
I ſhall new, Sir, conelude, with affuring them, 
That * 4: | 
With the greateſt refpect, 
their moſt obedient humble ferva at, : 


2 | CHARLES LES 
Richard Peters, Eſq. [2 2300-29h, EEE 
Secretary to the Board 
of War and Ordnance. 


Stix, Savannah, in Georgia, 23d Auguſt, 1776. 

YOUR letter, with the thanks of the Conti- 
nental Congreſs, reached me at Puriſburg, The 
approbation of the freely choſen delegates of a 
free and uncorrupt people, is certainly the higheſt 
Honour that © can be conferred on mortal men. I 
- Bf ct ſhall 


all confider it, as a frefli ſtimulus to excite my 
Zeal and ardour in the glorious cauſe in which T 
din engaged. May the God of Righteoufnes 
proſper your arms itt every part of the empire; 
in proportion to the juſtice with which they were 
taken up f Once more let me expreſs the high ſa- 
tiskaction and happineſs [ feet in this honourable 
teſtimony; and once more, let me aſſure the Uni- 
ted States of America, that they cannof meet 
with a ſervant [whatever may be my abilti es] ani- 
mated with, a a greatet degree of ardour and en- 
thuſiaſm, for their ſafety, proſperity and glory. 
The preſent ftate of this province, its firength_ 
and weaknefs, I ſhall tranſmit to the Board of 
War, according to the directions I have received; 
and let me entreat you to be perſuaded ar, 
I am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 
. : Your moſt obedient and 


Very humble ſervant. 
© CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency 1 
John Hancock. 
GtsTreltt u, = Savannah, Auguſt 24th, ey 


ANY itregulatity of teturns of the forces under; 
uh; command, will not, t, | hope, be imputed to 
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me; the extenive buſineſs of ſuperintending the 
lafety of fo vaſt a territory, as that which the 
Congreſs have committed to my charge, renders 
it impoſſible for ine to attend to the detail of the 
regiments, or, in any reaſonable time, to collect 
and digeſt the various returns ; but I have given 
orders to the brigadiers to be as accurate as poſſible 
on this ſubje&t i in their reſpective diſtricts, and have 
no reaſon from my knowledge of the men, to 
think they will be deficient. As a thorough know- 
| ledge of the preſent condition of this colony, of its 
ſtrength and weakneſs, is certainly a matter of 
very ſerious conſideration, I ſhall lay before the 
Board the beſt and moſt accurate information 1 
| am able. 

Georgia is a ſtate of much greater importance 
15 the empire of America than generally ſuppoſed, 
at leaſt, than what I myſelf imagined before I 
viſited it. The variety of navigable rivers, com- 
modious harbours, and fine inlets; the prodi- 


©  gious quantities of rice, and immenſe ſtocks of 


cattle, both on the iſlands, and on the main; but, 
above all, the gentleneſs and ſalubrity of the 
winter ſeaſons, with the conveniency of its ſitu- 
ation for commerce with the Weſt India Iſlands, 
would render it a moſt valuable poſſeſſion to the 
enemy; ; the Altamaha, a very noble river, al- 
ready furniſhes a conſiderable quantity, and may, 
in time, furniſh any quantity of lumber; the 
garriſon of St. Auguſtine, and, indeed, the 
r whole 
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whole province of Eaſt Florida, draw their ſub- 
ſiſtence from Georgia; and, if all intercourſe 
with her were cut off, that neſt of robbers and 
pirates would probably fall to the ground, and, 
of courſe, the empire of the United States become 
more round and entire. Theſe circumſtances fum- 
med up together, muſt evince the importance of 

keeping Georgia or any part of it out of the 
hands of the enemy; the means of doing it, de- 
mands the utmoſt attention. I have turned my 
thoughts to the ſubject, and ſhall beg leave to ſub- 
mit the reſult to the conſideration of the Con- 
greſs. The preſent ſtate of the ſtrength of this 
colony, conſiſts of Colonel MAntoſn's battalion, 
a return of which, is here encloſed, a company 
of independent artillery, conſiſting of three offi- 
cers and twenty-three privates, with about twenty- 
five hundred militia of all forts; but in a very 
great part of theſe, (as I learn from the autho- 
rity of their own captains,) very little confidence 
can be placed, their principles being ertrag 
| contaminated by a moſt pernicious banditti of ene- | 
| mies to the common liberty. MeIntoſſs bat- 

talion is really a very fine one, (one of the beſt, I 
think, on the continent, ) but as, perhaps, it might 
appear a harſh taſk, to inſiſt on this battalion's 
acting vith the neceſſary rigour againſt ſome of 
their neareſt connections and relations, accuſed 
of being concerned in treaſonable practices; it 
is my intention to remove them either into South 


Or 
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on North Carolina, where they :oanbe gmore ſer- 
- wiceable, and have an opportunity of complete- 
ing themſelves, Which in this late, fröm the 
dearth of men is impoſſible, and replace them with 
an equal orqgreater- number from South: Carolina. 
Sueh is the preſent condition of the ;{ftrength 
of Georgia, very:far «fromibeing. adequate to its 

defence. Myiſcheme for its ſecurity: is, as ro- 
-gallies, and armed boats are ſo well calculated 


for what is called the inland navigation, give 


them an infinite ad vantage over veſſels merely 
-failing, which in theſe ſtraight confined waters 
have no zoom! for manœuvring; they will ſecure 
the nvers -againſt: the predatory incurſions of the 
enemy, prevent the deſertion of negroes, ; ſweep 
the coaſts clear of tenders; but, above all, faci- 
tate the means of the different ſtates mutually 
aſſiſting each other with troops, cannon, provi- 
ſion, and other requiſites, xhieh is now effected 
with difficulties, ſlowneſs, and monſtrous expence. 
Three, gallies are already on the ſtocks in;ithis 
port, and we have armed and cgequiꝑed ſeveral 
- boats with ſwivels, and one gun on the bew. of 
: each. The leaſt of them capable of containing 
thirty men, and rowed with fourteen oars; ſai- 
lors, of whom e find ſo great a ſcarcity, are not 
necsſſary for this ſpecies. of veſſels, the ſoldiers 
are competent to the buſineſs; beſides the equip- 
ment of theſe gallies and boats, I propoſedeſtabliſh- 
inge little forts or redoubts, in certain ſituations, 
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on the river St. Mary's, Satilla, Sapello, and Alta- 
maha, which may enable us to make incutſions 
from time to time, when circumſtances require 
it, into Eaſt Florida, and render it dangerous for 
0 make attempts of a ſimilar nature into 
Georgia. Theſe redoubts, or little forts will 
Akewiſe ſerve as places of -rendezvous, crefreſh- 
ment, and; retreat for bodies of horſe rangers which 
ought continually to be patroling om the frontier. 
Bauch are the beſt methods, after having conſulted 
the moſt intelligent people, which, in my opinion 
eeancbe deviſed for the defence: and ſecurity of this 
State, unleſs, indeed, we could prevail on the pro- 
vince, to contract their frontier, by breaking 
upi all their ſettlements on the other fide: of xhe 
Altamaha, which, to me, I confeſs, appears a wiſer 
and more cnemical (meaſure; but this I am 
afraid, is not to be accompliſhed. FE 
Fmuſt now beg leave to lay before che Board, 
a matter of the higheſt concern, and which cer- 
tainly demands the moſt ſerious attention of Con- 
_ egreſs, as, unleſs remedied, it may not only diſtreſs 
the cireumſtances of the public, hut᷑ bring a diſ- 
grace on the American character; I mean the un- 
conſcionable advantages which zack vida, Wels 
chants, mechanies, farmers; and planters are ſuf- 
fered to take of the public neceſſities. If boats, 
Waggons, horſes, drugs, clothing, fkins, neceſſa- 
rles; even little refreſhments, ſueh as fruit or gar- 
den ſtuff, are wanting for the foldiers, no price 
being regulated, the extortion ty monſtrous: : the 
| expences 
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| Sees ol the war muſt not only be prodigioufly 5 
ſwelled by this want of regulation, but the officers 
and ſoldiers are diſguſted to the ſervice by the to- 
leration of ſuch impoſition; for inſtance, the Vir- 
ginians and North Carolinians are ſo much out of 
temper with Charles- town, on this head, that ſhould 
it be again attacked, and the aſſiſtance of "theſe 
troops be again requiſite, Iam afraid we ſhall find 
a dangerous repugnance in them to march, when 
ordered. I moſt devoutly wiſh, therefore, that 
the congreſs. will make it an object to remedy this 
evil. Might they not recommend or enjoin to the 
legiſlatures of the different ſtates, to appoint a 
committee of aſſeſſors, from their reſpective bo- 
dies to fix the prices of the different articles in their 
provinces? Whether this method is or is not pro- 
per, I cannot pretend to ſay; but ſomething, . 1 
muſt repeat, ſnould be done. * 
The waſte, difficulty, and expence ariſing from 
a want of method in proviſioning the troops, 
when aſſembled in any particular ſpot, upon an 
emergency, are ſo great, that magazines ought to 
be eſtabliſhed in every province, more particularly 
in thoſe, which have the greateſt probability of 
being attacked: by theſe means, the troops 
will not only be better fed, but be an immenſe 
ſaving to the continent ; for the contractors, | not 
being preſſed for time, can, at their leiſure, pur- 
chaſe every ſpecies of neceſſaries in theſe parts, 
where they are beſt and cheapeſt ; but, when a 
great and ſudden demand is made, either for cat- 
| te - 
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tie, corn, ſpirits, &c. they are under a neceſſity of 
taking that which is next at hand, and giving the 


ſellers their own price. On this conſidera” in 


concurrence with the preſident and council of 


South Carolina, I have thought it expedient to eſta- 5 


bliſh ſome magazines in South Carolina, of pork, 


beef, corn, &c. beſides ſtraw and whiſkey, which, 
in theſe low damp countries, are abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary; at all events, this eſtabliſhment can be no 


loſs to the continent, as the beef and pork, at leaſt, 


can always, with advantage, be exported to the 
Weſt Indies. Were I at a leſs diſtance from the 
Congreſs, I ſhould not take the liberty of laying 
out a ſingle dollar without having obtained their 


| approbation z but, at this diſtance, ' I muſt aſſume 


ſuch a power, or let the public affairs go to wreck, 
and of courſe, prove myſelf totally unworthy of the 
great truſt the Congreſs N repoſed in me. | 


I am, Gentlemen, FP 
With the greateſt reed, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
| Very humble ſervant, 8 
CHARLES LEE. 


The Board of 
War and Ordnance. 


®, 
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PER b: ES 8 Aug. zoth, To - 
IT will be neceflary in addreſſing a letter of 
this nature, ſo abruptly to your Excellency, that 

I ſhould. inform you who the writer is. I have 
ſerved as lieutenant-colonel in the Engliſh ſervice, 

colonel in the Portugueſe, afterwards as aid du 


camp to his Poliſh majeſty, with the rank of ma- 


Jjor general. Having purchaſed a ſmall eſtate in 
America, I had determined to retire, for the re- 
mainder of my days, to a peaceful aſylum : when 
the tyranny of the miniſtry, and court of Great 
Britain, forced this continent to arms, for the pre- 
ſervation of their liberties, I was called, by the 
voice of the people, to the rank of ſecond in com- 
mand, I make no doubt of this letter's being 
kindly received by your Excellency, both in the 
character of a good Frenchman, and friend to 
humanity. The preſent conjuncture of affairs 
renders the intereſt of France and of this conti- 
nent one and the ſame thing ; every obſervation 
drawn from hiſtory muſt evince, that it was the 
excluſive commerce of theſe colonies, which ena- 
| bled Great Britain to cope with France, gave to 
her a decided ſuperiority in marine, and, of 
. courſe, enabled her in the frequent wars betwixt 
the two nations to reduce her rival to the laſt 
_ extremity. This was the caſe, fo peculiarly in the 
laſt war, that had the Britiſh miniſtry perſevered, 
Heaven 
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Heaven knows what would have been the fate of 
France. It follows, that if France can obtain the 
monopoly, or the greater part of this commerce, 
her opulence, ſtrength, and proſperity, muſt grow 
to a prodigious: height; and nothing can be 
more certain, than that if America is enabled 
to preſerve the independence ſhe has now de- 
clared, the greater part of this commerce, if not 
the monopoly, muſt fall to the ſhare of France. 
The imaginary plans of conqueſt of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, had they been realized, would not 
have eſtabliſhed the power of that monarchy, on 
ſo ſolid and permanent a baſis, as the ſimplk aſ- 
fiſtance, or rather friendly intercourſe with this 
continent, will inevitably give. Without injuſtice, 
or the colour of injuſtice, but, on the contrary, 
only aſſuming the patronage of the rights of man- 
kind, France has now in her power to become 
not only the greateſt, but the moſt truly glorious 
' monarchy which has appeared on the ſtage of the 
world. In the firſt place, her poſſeſſions in the 
iflands will be ſecured againſt all poſſibility of at- 
tack; the Royal Revenues immenſely increaſed, 
her people eaſed of their preſent burdens, an 
eternal incitement be preſented to their induſtry, 
and the means of increaſe by the facility of pro- 
viding ſuſtenance for their families multiplied. In 
| ſhort, there is no ſaying what degree of eminence, 
happineſs, and glory, ſhe may derive from the in- 
dependence of this continent. Some viſionary 
an 22 writers 
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Friters have indeed aſſerted, that could this courts _ 
try once ' ſhake off her European trammels, i: 
would ſoon become more formidable alone, from 
the virtue and energy, natural to a young peo- 
ple, than Great Britain with her colonies united 
in a ſtate of dependency. But the men who 
have built fuch hypotheſes muſt be utter ſtran- 
gers to the manners, genius, diſpoſition, turn of 

mind, and circumſtances of the continent. Their 
diſpoſition is manifeſtly to agriculture, and the 
ſimple life of ſhepherds. As long as vaſt tracts of 
land remain unoccupied, to which they can ſend 
colonies (if I may fo expreſs it) of their off- 
ſpring, they will never entertain a thought of 
marine or manufactures. Their ideas are ſolely 
confined to labour and to planting, for thoſe 
nations, who can, on the cheapeſt terms, furniſh 


tmhem with the neceſſary utenſils for labouring and 


planting, and cloaths for their families; and 
till the whole vaſt extent of continent is fully 
ſtocked with people, they will never entertain 
another idea. This cannot be effected for ages; 
and what then may happen, it is out of the line of 
Politicians to lay any ſtreſs upon: moſt probably, 
they will be employed in wars amongſt then» 
ſelves, before they aim at foreign conqueſts. In 
mort, the apprehenſion is too remote to rouſe the 
Jealouſy of any reaſonable. citizen of a foreign 


State. On the other hand, it is worthy your 


Excellency's attention, to conſider what will be 
e 7 „„ the 
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the conſequences, ſhould Great Britain ſueceed in 
the preſent conteſt. America, it is trud, will be 
wretched and enſlaved; but a number of ſlaves 
may compoſe a formidable army and fleet. The 
proximity of ſituation, with ſo great a force, en- 
tirely at the diſpoſal of Great Britain, vill put it 
in her power to take poſſeſſion of your iflands on 
the firſt rupture. Without pretending ta the ſpi- 
rit of propheſy, ſuch, I can aſſert, will be the event 
of the next war; upon the whole, I muſt repeat, 
that it is for the intereſt, as well as glory of France, 
to furniſh us with every means of ſupporting our 
liberties, to effect which, we only demand a con- 
ant ſyſtematic ſupply of the neceſſaries of war. 
We do not require any aid of men, we have num- 
bers, and, I believe, courage ſufficient to carry us 
mum phanthy through the ſtruggle. We require 
ſmall arms, powder, fieldpieces, woollen and linen 
to cloath our troops; alfo drugs, particularly hark: 
in return for which, every neceſſary proviſion for 
your iſlands may be expected, as rice, corn, um- 
ber, &c. If, indeed, you could ſpare us a few able 
engineers, and artillery officers, they may depend 
-upon an honourable reception and comfortable. 
eſtabliſhment. The Sieur de la Plain, one of 
your countrymen, now engaged in the cauſe of 
the United States of America will have the honour 
of delivering this letter to your excellency. . I have 
90 doubt of his ming received with that politeneſs, 


and 


PR 9 4.44 
if 


om > 


and kindneſs, to be expected from a gentleman of 
a rank and character. 


Iam, with the listen telpect, 
| Your Excellency* 8 
Moſt obedient ſervant, 


| CHARLES LEE, 
His Excellency, 


The Governor at Cape Fragcois, h 


CHARACTER OF GENERAL HOWE, 


| Camp at Valley-F 'orge, mY - 1778, 
Mr DEAR RUSH, | 

THOUGH I had no TAPES for freſh aſſuran- 
ces of your friendſhip, I cannot help being much 
pleaſed with the warmth which your letter, deli= 
vered to me by Mr. Hall, breathes ; and, I hope, 
it is unneceſſary to aſſure you, that my Kae 

with reſpect to you, are correſpondent. 
Jou will think it odd, that I ſhould ſeem to be an 
2pologiſt for General Howe: I know not how it hap- 
pens, but when I have taken prejudices ! in favour, 
or againſt a man, Ifind it a difficulty in ſhaking 
5 them 
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them off. From my firſt acquaintance with Mr. 
Howe, I liked him: I thought him friendly, can- 
did, good natured, brave, and rather ſenſible than 
| the reverſe. I believe ſtill, that he is naturally ſo; 
but a corrupt, or, more properly, no education, the 
faſhion of the times, and the reigning dolewy 
amongſt the Engliſh, particularly the ſoldiery ;) for 
every ſceptered calf, wolf, hog, or aſs, have ſo 


totally perverted his underſtanding and heart, that 


prviate frierndſhip has not force ſufficient to keep 
a door open for the admittance of mercy towards 
political heretics, He was beſides, perſuaded 
that I was doubly criminal, both asa traitor and 
deſerter. In ſhort, ſo totally was he enebriated 
with this idea, that Iam convinced he would have 
thought himſelf both politically and morally 
damned had he acted any other part than what he 
did. He is, beſides, the moſt indolent of mortals: 
never took farther pains to examine the merits or 
demerits of the cauſe in which he was engaged, 
than merely to recolle&, that Great Britain was 
ſaid to be the mother country, George the Third 
King of Great Britain, that the parliament was 
called the repreſentatives of Great Britain, that the 
King and parliament formed the ſupreme power, 
that a ſupreme poweris abſolute and uncontrolable, 
that all reſiſtance muſt, conſequently, be rebellion ; 
but, above all, that he was a ſoldier, and bound 
to obey in all caſes whatever. 

"Theſe are his Notions, and this his logic; but 
through theſe abſurdities Icould N when 


he ; 
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he was left to himſelf, rays of friendſhip and good 
nature breaking out. It is true, he was ſeldom 
left to himſelf; for hever poor mortal, thruſt i into 
high tation, was ſurrounded by ſuch fools - and 
ſcoundrels. M Kenſey, Balfour, Galloway, were 
his counſellors: they urged him to all his acts of 
harſhneſs ; they were his ſcribes: all the damned 
ſtuff which was iſſued to the altoniſhed world was 
theirs. I believe he ſcarcely ever read the letters 
he ſigned. You will ſcarcely believe it, but I can 
aſſure you as a fact, that he never read the curious 
| proclamation, iſſued at the head of Elk, till three 
days after it was publiſhed. You will lay, that 
Jam drawing my friend Howe in more ridiculous 
colours than he has yet been repreſented in; but 
but this is his real character. Heis naturally gout 
humoured, complaiſant, but illiterate. and 


dolent to the laſt degree, unleſs as an od 0 


| ſoldier, in which capacity he is all fre and activity, 
brave and cool as Julius Cæfar. His underſtand- ö 
ing is, as I obſerved before, rather good than 
otherwiſe; but was totally confounded and ſtu pified 
by the immenſity of the taſk impoſed upon him. 
He ſhut his eyes, fought his battles, drank his 
bottle, had his little whore, advifed with his coun- 
ſellors, received his orders from North and Ger- 
main, (one more abſurd than the other,) took 
Galloway's opinion, ſhut his eyes, fought z again, 
and is now, I ſuppoſe, to be called to account for 
acting according to inſtructions; but, I believe, 
lüs eyes are now opened; he ſees he has been an 
5 inſtrument 
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inſtrument of wickedneſs and folly 2 indeed, when 
I obſerved it to him, he not only took patiently 
the obſervation, but indirectly aſſented to the truth 


of it, He made, at the ſame time, as far as his 


mazruais honte would permit, an apology for his treat- 


ment of me. 


Thus far with regard to Mr. Howe. Ibn are 


ſtruck with the great events, changes, and new 


characters which have appeared on the ſtage 
fince 1 ſaw you laſt; but I am more ſtruck with 


the admirable efficacy of blunders. It ſeemed to 
be a trial of ſkill which party ſhould outdo the 
other; and it is hard to ſay which played the deep- 
eſt ſtrokes; but it was a capital one of ours, which 
| certainly gave the happy turn which affairs have 
taken. Upon my foul, it was time for Fortune 


to interpoſe, or we were inevitably loſt ; but this we 


will talk over another time. I ſuppoſe we ſhall 


fee one another at Philadelphia, ver ſoon, i in at- 


fendance. God bleſs you ! 
Your affe@ionately, 


CHARLES LEE. 


A Bos EPS: - 


Philadelphia, OR. 3oth, 1778. 


WHEN it is conſidered I hold a high rank in 


the ſervice of c one e of the moſt ee princes 
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olf Europe; that I have been honoured with the 
truſt of the ſecond command in your army; that 
I have hitherto ſerved, with ſome reputation, as a 
ſoldier; that I now ſtand charged, and have been 
actually tried for ſome of the moſt heinous military 
crimes ; and, to the aſtoniſhment, not only of my- 
ſelf, but, I can venture to ſay, of every man in 
the army who was preſent at this court, and of 
every man out of the army who has read the pro- 
ceedings, found guilty of theſe crimes; when, at 
the ſame time, I am myſelf inflexibly ede 

that I am not only guiltleſs, but that the ſucceſs of 
the 28th of June ought principally, in juſtice, to 
be aſcribed to me; I fay, Sir, when theſe circums 
| ſtances are conſidered, it muſt be allowed that my 
preſent ſituation is extremely aukward ; that a man 
of my military rank, lingering. in ſuſpence, whilſt 
his fame and fortune are ſub judice, is rather a diſ- 
graceful ſpectacle; that it is natural for him to 


wiſh, and reaſonable for him to requeſt, that Con- 


A will no longer delay the final deciſion of m7 
fate. An additional motive for my requeſting it 
is, that I find Congreſs is every day growing 
8 and, {HY that I could moſt ardent- 
ly wiſh, that the Congreſs was not only as com- 
plete as poſſible in numbers, but that if it was 
agreeable to the rules of the Houle, that the people 
at large might be admitted to form an audience 
When the n is entered into, of the juſticę or 
1 iniquity, wiſdom or abſurdity, of the ſentence which 
. has 


6 


has been paſſed upon me. I do now, Sir, therefore, 
moſt humbly, but earneſtly, entreat, that a day 
may be immediately fixed for the final determi- 
nation of this affair. 


I am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpedt, 


Lou moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Nis Excellency 
Henry Laurens, Pref, 


o 


MaDans, | Philadelphia, Dec. 20th, 1998. 
WHEN an officer of the reſpectable rank I bear 
is groſsly traduced and calumniated, it is incum- 
bent on him to clear up the affair to the world, 
with as little delay as poſſible. The ſpirit of de- 
famation and calumny (I am ſorry to ſay it) is 
grown to a prodigious and intolerable height on 
this continent. If you had accuſed me of a deſign 
to procraſtinate the war, or of holding a treaſon- 
able correſpondence with the enemy, I could have 


borne it: this I am uſed to; and this happened 
to the great Fabius Maximus. If you had ac- 


 euled : 


CHARLES LEE. 
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cuſed me of getting drunk as often as I could get 
Iquor, as two Alexanders the Great have been 
charged with this vice, I ſhould, perhaps, have ſat 
patient under the imputation; or, even if you had 
given the plaineſt hints, that I had ſtolen the ſol- 
diers* ſhirts, this I could have put up with, as the 
great Duke of Marlborough would have been an 
zample ; ar if you had contented yourſelf with 
| afſerting, that J was ſo abominable a ſloven as ne- 
ver to part with my ſhirt, until my ſhirt parted 
with me, the anecdotes of my illuſtrious nameſake 
of Sweden * would have adminiſtered ſome com- 
fort to me. But the calumny you have, in the fer- 
tility of your malicious wit, choſen to invent, is of 
ſo new, ſo unprecedented, and ſo helliſh a kind, as 
would make Job himſelf ſwear like a Virginia 
Colonel. + -- 
Mit poſſible that the celebrated Miſs milz 8, 
a lady who has had every human and divine ad- 
vantage, Who has read, [or, at leaſt, might have 
read,] in the originals, the New and Old Teſta- 


ments; [though I am afraid ſhe too ſeldom, looks 


even into the tranſſations : ] I ſay, is it poſſible that 
Miſs F----s, with every human and divine ad- 
vantage, who might, and ought to have read theſe. 
two goad books, which [an old Welſh nurſe, whoſe 

hs fy was reckoned the beſt preacher' in Merionethr, 


Charles XII. 55 Ce 
"7 T his young dy: was a Jewels, 1 


* 
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ſhire, 
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ſhire, aſſured me] enjoins charity, and dendun: 
ces vengeance againſt ſlahder and evil ſpeak- 
ing; is it poſſible, I again repeat it, that Miſs 
F- s ſhould, in the face of the day, carry her 
malignity ſo far in the preſence of three moſt 
reſpectable perſonages; (one of the oldeſt religion 
in the world, one of the neweſt; for he is a new- 
light man; and the other, moſt probably, of no 
religion at all, as he is an Engliſh fatlor ) but 
I demand it again and again, is it poſſible, that 
Miſs F- -s ſhould aſſert it, in the preſence of 
theſe reſpectable perſonages, That I wore green 
breeches patched with leather?“ To convict you, 
therefore, of the falſehood of this moſt diabolical 
ſlander; to put you to eternal ſilence, (if you are 
not paſt all grace,) and to cover you with a much 
larger patch of infamy than you have wantonly 
endeavoured to fix on my breeches, I have 
thought proper, by the advice of three very grave 
friends, (lawyers and members of Congreſs, of 
_ courſe excellent judges in delicate points of ho- 
nour, ) to ſend you the ſaid breeches, and, with 
the conſciouſneſs of truth on my fide, to ſubmit 
them to the moſt ſevere. inſpection and ſerutiny 
of you and all thoſe who may have entered into 
this wicked cabal againſt my honour and reputa- 
tion. I ſay, Idare you, and your whole junto, to 
your worſt: turn them, examine them, inſide and 
_ outſide, and if you find them to be green breeches 
patched with leather, and not actually legitimate 
T 1 erg 
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Hurry vallies#, ſuch as as his Majeſty of Poland 
wears, (who, let me tell you, is a man that has 
made more faſhions than all your knights of the 
Meſchianza put together, notwithſtanding their 
beauties:) I repeat it, [though I am almoſt out of 
breath with repetitions and parentheſes,] that if 
theſe are proved to be patched green breeches, and 
not real legitimate ſherry vallies, [which a man of 
the firſt bon n might be proud of,] I will ſubmit 
in filence to all the ſcurrility which I have no 
doubt, you and your abettors are prepared to 
Pour out againſt me, in the public papers, on this 
important and intereſting occaſion. But, Madam 
Madam! reputation ſas © Common Senſe,” very 
ſenſibly, though not very uncommonly obſerves, ] 
is 4 ſerious thing. You have already injured me 

in the tendereſt part, and I demand ſatisfaction; 
and as you cannot be ignorant of the laws of duel- 
ling, having converſed with fo many Iriſh officers, 
whoſe favourite topic it is, particularly in the 
company of ladies, I inſiſt on the privilege of the 
injured party, which is, to name his. hour and 
weapons; and as I intend it to be a very ſerious 
affair, will not admit of any feconds; and you 
A kind of long breeches-reaching to the ancle, with 2 
broad ftripe of leather on the inſide of the * for the con- 


veniency of riding. 


_ + An entertainment given by General Haws juſt before the 
evacuation of Philadelphia, at which were introduced Tilts and | 
Tournaments in favour of the ladies, of whom Miſs F—was one. 
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may depend upon it, Miſs F- 8, 1 whatever 
may be your ſpirit on the 6 the world 

ſhall never accuſe General L- with having turned 
his back vpon Jou. In the mean time, 


Jam, 
Tours, 
8 Gi 
Miſs 3 Ts 
Philadelphia. 


P. S. I have communicated the affair only to 
my confidential friend - , who has mention- 
ed it to no more than ſeven membets of Congrefs 
and nineteen women, fix of whom are old maids ; 
ſo that there is no danger of its taking wind on 


my fide; and I hope, yours will be equally Wires SER 


on Fo ran 
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Mapa, Philadelphia, Jan. 28th, 15 79. 
NOTHING has happened to me of late, that 
has given me more concern than the ſerious liglit 
in which I am told you are perſuaded to conſider 
the harmleſs jocular letter I wrote to you; I ſay, 
perſuaded to conſider ; for on the firſt receipt of 
15 when you were direQted alone by your own 
excellent 
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excellent underſtanding, you conceived | it as it was 
meant, an innocent jeu d eſprit. 

I do not mean to compliment, when J aſſure 
you, upon my honour, that it was the good opi- 
nion I had of your underſtanding which encourag- 
ed me to indulge myſelf in this piece of raillery, 
which is in effect, not in the leaſt directed againſt 
you, but againſt myſelf and ſome others; if it con- 
tains any ſatire, you are obviouſly thi vehicle, not 
the object. | : 

My acquaintance with you is too de to take 
any liberties which border on familiarity ; and J 
had been taught to believe, that the liberality of 
your mind and diſpoſition, would be pleaſed with 
any effort to make you laugh, for a moment in 
theſe melancholy times. Upon the word of an 
honeſt man, if I had thought a ſingle ſentence of 
this traſh could have given you uneaſineſs, I would 
ſooner have put my hand into the fire than have 
written it. Thank God, I have not that petulant 

itch of ſcribbling, and vain ambition of paſling 
for a wit, as to | 


| Give v virtue ſcandal, innocence a fear, 
Or from the the ſoft-ey'd yiegia feal a tear. 


And, to ſpeak my real e | am thoroughly 
perſuaded, that you muſt ſuffer yourſelf to be 
biaſſed by people infinitely your inferiors in ca- 
pacity; and if you really are offended by what 
e who is not below mediocrity in unders 

| OY | 
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ſtanding, can miſtake for any thing but 2 an a 
leſs joke, founded on the good opinion of the per- 
ſon to whom it is addreſſed, I confeſs I have been 
much deceived in you. I muſt. therefore, think, 
that by conſulting yourſelf alone, you will confider 
it in its proper light, and believer me to be, with the 
e reſpect, 


1 
„ —— — 


Madam, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And very humble ſervant, — 
I | 
Miſs F, 
Philadelphia. 


My : DEAR SISTER, : Frato Rio, Sept. 24th, 1779. 


' I HAVE juſt received your letter of January the 
2d : I know not whether you have received them, 
but in the courſe of this and the laſt year, I wrote 

you two letters, informing you fully of my health 
and ſpirits; the two points which, from your na- 
tural tenderneſs and affection, I know you muſt be 
moſt ſolicitous about ; they have both, thank Hea- 
ven, and the good conſtitution we received from 
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21 father and mother, never failed me 2 figs 
day; and until I am conſcious of having commit- 
ted ſome unworthy action, which, I can affure you, 

is not at preſent the caſe, the iniquity of men ſhall 
never bear me down. 1 have, it is true, uneaſy 
feelings, but not on my own perſonal account. I 
feel for the empire of Great Britain, I feel for the 
fortunes of my relations and friends, which muſt 
receive a dreadful ſhock in this great convulſion. 
As to my perſonal honour, for I ſuppoſe you allude 
to the affair of Monmouth, all I hall ſay is, that as I 
believe the proceedings of the court have been ſent 
to England, and as you have eyes to read, and 
capacity to judge and make proper comments, I 
may be quite eaſy on the ſubject. 

What has not our quondam friend Gage to an- 
ſwer for? I laboured, at Boſton, by a letter, to 
open his eyes, and he treated my efforts as the ef- 
fects of republican inſanity. Had he liſtened to 
me, the empire of Great Britain would have ſtood, 
the affection and allegiance of this great people 
continued for ages. He is, in fact, anſwerable, 
for the ſubverſion of the Britiſh empire, and for 


the blood of, at leaſt, one hundred thouſand En- 


*gliſhmen, or the immediate deſcendants of Engliſn- 
men. | fancy too, by this time, Lord Piercy and 
General Burgoyne lament that they conſidered my 
L letters as the ebullition of madneſs or faction. But 
E my letter muſt be opened before it reaches you, 


any 


( 435 ) 
any thing like politics muſt be improper. God. 


bleſs you, my dear ſiſter. My love to the Town= 


| ſhends, Hunts, Bunburys, Mrs. Hinks, and the 


_ © Your's, moſt affectionately, 


Mrs. Sidney Lee, b 
eker, 5 


* > * 
r 


Mr DEAR OLSTER; Virginia, June 22d, 1 782. 
'THE other day, by a kind act of Providence, a 
letter of yours fell into my hands, of fo late date 
as the 20th of March, and what is more, it had the 


appearance of never having been opened. You 


will better conceive, than I can expreſs, the plea 
ſure which I received from it; for I aſſure you, that 
my American enthuſiaſm is at preſent fo far worn 
off, that the greateſt ſatisfaction I can receive, is 


to be informed of the health and welfare of my 


Engliſh friends, who, with all their political fins, 
corruptions and follies, ſtill poſſeſs more virtues, 


at leaſt as individuals, than all the nations of the 


Pf” =: »ü 
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earth. 00 to the Americans, though 1 once 
thought otherwiſe, when their characters are im- 
partially and minutely diſcuſſed, I am ſure they 
will appear not only deftitute of the perſonal virtues 
and good qualities which render thoſe they de- 
ſcended from ſo eſtimable in the eyesof other nations, 
ſuch as truth, honeſty, ſincerity, and good under- 
ſtanding ; but I am much miſtaken, if the great 


public qualities which you at a diſtance ſuppoſe 


them to be endowed with, will ſtand a ſcrutiny ; 
but a ſcrutiny of this kind, in a letter, is not poſſi» 


ble: all that I ſhall ſay is, that, the New England- 


meu excepted, the reſt of the Americans, though 


they fancy and call themſelves republicans, have 
not a ſingle republican qualification or idea. They 
have always a god of the day, whoſe infallibility is 
not to be diſputed : to him all the PR muſt bow 
down and ſing Hoſannas. : 
You are curious, my dear ſiſter, on | the ſubject 
of my finances, and are deſirous to know whether 


as theſe people, to whom I have ſacrificed every thing, 


have ſhewn the ſame black ingratitude with re- 
ſpe& to my circumſtances as they have in other 
matters; I can aſſure you, then, that their actions 
are all of a piece. Was it not for the friendſhip 
of Mr. Robert Morris and a fortunate purchaſe 


| 1 made, more by luck than cunning, I might 


have begged in the ſtreets, but without much 
chance of being relieved ; not but that, to be juſt, 
there are many exceptions to the general character 
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of the Americans, both in and out of the army, 


and I think the greater number are of the latter 


claſs, men of ſome honour, and who, I believe, bave, 
from the beginning, acted on principle; and all 


_ theſe I may, without vanity, ſay, have been my 


friends and advocates. Among the worthies of 
America I reckon Mr. Robert Morris of Philadel- 

phia; Richard Henry Lee of Virginia Adams 
and Lovel, and ſome others of New England ; the 
Morris's of New-York; and Dr. Ruſh of Philadel- 


phia. In the army there are many worthy to be 


mentioned, Generals Schuyler, Miflin, Sullivan, 


e Om Weedon, Gin Knox, 
&c. | 


I have been particularly fortunate in my aid du 


cli young gentlemen cf the beit families, 
fortunes, and education of this continent; but 
above all, I ſhould mention young Colonel Harry 
Lee, who has ſignalized himſelf extremely in this 


accurſed conteſt, the ruinous conſequences of 
which to the whole empire, I predicted to Lord q 
Piercy and to my friend General Burgoyne. To 


do the Americans juſtice, they certainly were not 
the aggreſſors, but the retroſpect now is of no ule. 
In all civil conteſts the people, in general, have 


not been the aggreſſors; they only wiſh to defend, 


not to encroach. The monarchs or magnates 
generally commence by their oppreſſions. Wit- 
neſs the diſputes betwixt the patricians and the 


Plebeians of Rome, and our wars in the time of 


Charles 


F #3071 or Pe en 
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Charles the Firſt; but the people in the * 

forget the principles on which they ſet out, which 
ultimately brings deſiruction on both parties; 
and this I extremely apprehend will be the caſe at 
| preſent. I ſhall now quit the labyrinths of politics, 
and return to the ſubject of my own finances. 


5 Mr. My e has uſed me moſt cruelly and villain- 


ouſly; notwithſtanding the vaſt ſums he owes me, 
he has proteſted a bill of three hundred pouds, 
which has thrown me into unſpeakable diſtreſs. . 
* has affected a delicacy in honouring the bills of 
rebel ; but if he will conſult the proclamation 
of Sir Henry Clinton, in the year ſeventy eight, 
he will find that I am exempted from the appre- 
henſion of confiſcation by the terms of this procla- 

mation, which declares, That no man, from the 
date hereof, who does not poſitively act in a civil 
or military capacity, is ſubject to the confiſcation 
of his property; but as I have reaſon to think 
that the man will avail himſelf of every chicane, 


ohen money is in the caſe, I muſt entreat that 


you will urge Sir Charles Bunbury and Davers 


do endeavour to influence him, at leaſt to furniſh 


Mr. Garton, for my uſe, with five, four, or at leaſt 
three hundred pounds until the conteſt is over, 
and the law, according to the terms of peace, tells 
us what is to be done; but, at any rate, he, Mr. 
 Mure, can have no claim as an individual to my 
fortune : he muſt account for it to ſomebody. 
EE ET EEG „5 


<a. 
I am extremely concerned at the embaraſſment 
our couſin S— gives you with regard to the le- 
gacy, but it is the very error of the moon; ſhe 
comes more near the earth than ſhe was wont te 
do, and makes men mad. Is my worthieſt friend 
Butler alive, and amongſt you ? if he is, a thouſand 
bleſſings, in my name, on his head. God Al- 
mighty, my dear ſiſter, give you long life, calc, 
and 2 is devoutly the wiſh of 


Your moſt affectionate brother, 


CHARLES LEE, 


1 
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